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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Victor Alexander Gkokgk Robert 
Bulwer-Lytton, Karl of Lytton, r.c., g.c.sli., g.c.i.e. 

MEMBERS OF THE ENECFTiYE COUNCIL. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald, c.s.i., c.i.e., i.c.r., in charge of the follow- 
ing portfolios: — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

& Commerce and Industrial subjects. 

4% Marine. 

5. legislative. 

f). European Education. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia, 
in charge of the following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails. 

The Hon'hle Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab A li Chatjdhuri, Khan 
Bahadur, c.i.e., of Dhanbari, in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage 

5. Forests. 

6. Irrigation. 



a 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly, c.i.e., i.c.s., in charge of the 
following portfolios : — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, exculding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

6. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 
and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

6. Judicial. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Byomkes Chakuavarti, in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Education (except Registration). 

2. Public Works. 

3. Excise. 

4. Medical. 

5. Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmf.d Khan Giiuznavi, in charge 
of the following portfolios: — 

1. Agriculture and Industries (except Excise). 

2. Local Self-Government (except Medical and Public Health). 

3. Registration. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LKGISlJVTIVE 
COFNCIL. 

President. 

The Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaumivhi, of Santosh. 

Deputy President. 

Khan Bahadur Maulxi Kmadvddik Ahmed. 


Panel of Chairmen for the Twenty-fifth Session. 

1. Mr. W. L. Travers. i.i.e,, o.u.k. 

2. Mr. Aitak Am. 

d. Raja Biiui'ENDha Xarayan Sixiia Bahadur, of Nn-diipur. 

4. Maharaj-Kuinar Shis Chandra Nandy. 

Secretary to the Council — J. Bartley, i.< ,.s. ion leave), A. i»e 0. 
Williams, i.< .s. 

Assistant Secretaries to the Council — G. G. Hoocek, m.c., i.c.s., 
A. M. Hutchison and K. N. Majumdar. 


Registrar to the (Council — d. W. Mi Kay (on leave) M. Mvkhkrji 

(Ofg.). 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Acharjya Chaudhuri, Mnharajn Shashi Knntn, of Muktatracha, Myinen- 
sinffh. (Dacca University.) 

Addams-W illiums, Mr. C., c.i.e. (Nominated official.) 

Afsal, Maulvi Syed Mahamud. [Bakurfranj West (Muhammadan). ] 
Ahamad, Maulvi Asimuddin. [Tippera South (Muhammadan).} 
Aharnad. Maulvi Kasiruddin. [ Ranjrpur West (Muhammadan).} 
•Ahmed, Khun Bnhudur Maulvi Kmaduddin. [ Kajshahi South 
(Muhammadan). } 

Ali, Maulvi Sved Nausher. [ .Tessore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [ Bofjra (Muhammadan).] 

Atiqullah, Maulvi Syed Muhammad, f Mymeiisin^h Host f Muhamma- 
dan).] 


ftapchi, Bahu Homes Chandra. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Kader, ill. (Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanuth. | Calcutta Kast (Non*Muh&mmudan).] 
Banerjee, Bahu Promotha Nath. [ Midnapore South (Non-Muhamraa- 
dan).] 

Banerjee, Mr. A. C. [Calcutta South (Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Bahu Jitendralal. [ Birhhum (Non-Muhammadan). ] 

Basu, Bahu Sasi Sekliar. [24 -Parana* Rural South (Non-Muhamm* 
dan).] 

Basu, Mr. P. C. [ Burdwan South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Basu, Mr. Sarat C. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhamumdan).] 

Biswas, Bahu Surendra Nath. [ Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Biswas, Maulvi Abdul Latif. [Dacca West Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Bose, Babu Bejoy Krishna. [Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bose, Mr. S. C. (Calcutta University.) 

Bose, Mr. Subhas Chandra. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

C 

Chakra varti, Babu Jojrindra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non-Muharoma- 
dan).] * 

Chakravarti, the Ilon’ble Mr. B.vontke*. ^Minister.) ( Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce.) • 


* Deputy fruMent, Le*kJ*#|Te CV>m*dl 
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ALPHABETICAL EIST Q& MEMBERS. 


Chakraburttj, Jaffndra Nath. [Bangpur East (Non-Mnhamma- 

dan).] ' * ‘ • - . - : 

Chatteifm, Baba TJmea CMfodra. l&i&fui* EaM '^Non-Muhamite- 

* *. - ' * v , 

Ghategr$ee t . Srijut BJJajf Kumar. [Bankers r 

^Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Ashraf All Kh*n, fRajslTatt iforth jMuktoima. 

dan).] * ,B ‘ ' 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. [24-Patgftn^i jfturel North (Noi- 
Muhamrandan).] /V “ t >* '** 

Chaudhuri, Urn Honbl^Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali, Ktten 
Bahadur, c.ijb., of Dhanban. (Member, Executive Council.) * 
Choudhury f Manivi Kborshed Alam, [Bakarganj North (Muhamma- 
- dan).] / '* • V , ~ " * 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. (Indian Jute MOla ^Association. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. (Indian Tea Association.) 


0 

Das dtffcta, Dr. 1, M. ^djNon-Muhammadan). ] 

/Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. {Tippera (jTon-Muhammad 1 ^ 1 )*] 

Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra. JHooghly Mmihcap^l (SftJ: n-Muhamma- 
dan).] .. . . ^ 

De, Mr. K. C„ cj.e. (Nominated Official.) 

Dey, Mr. G. G* (Nominated Official.) 

Donald, the Hon’ble Mr. J., c.«X, c.i.e. (Member, Executive Council.) 
1 Drummond, Mr. 4% Gh (Nominated Official.) #M 4 

Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar. [Bakaqgpnj North (Non-Muhaminadan).] 

Dutt, Mr. G. S. (Nominated Gtfffirkl.) - 

11 # * * 


Eddis, Mr. A. MeD* (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 


^ Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. [ Tippera North (Muhammadan). ] 
Forrester* Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwaif (European).] 
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«bu Anvfendr* v JfML 


[Mymensiagh West (Nw-lh h u iM * 

OhoA IflfnBfc, Bpj^» fia^wSw’Chtuidr*. [Foil hall (Nen-M<tb)0>iB»- 

Gburtw^fci. 'S^atllh^i MruA.X AfepAJujed Khan. (Mini»ter^ 
v P [Mvmensiiigh SoglAWest (Muhammadan).] 

Gufhrist, Mr. NJV .{Nominated Official.) 

Goenha, Rai Bahadur Badridas. (Bengal Marwari Associntian,} 

Gpfran, Maulvi Abdul. [Nodkhdi West (Mwhdmmadaa).] 

Gupta, M rrJctfesh Chandra. "[Dacca fitly (Non-Muhammadan);] 


H 

Habibuilah, Nawab Khwajn. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 

Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Asuml. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Himat^toi, Babu Prabhu Doyal. [Calcutta Went (Non-Muhaihrou- 

Hoque, Kaai Emdaduh [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Hosain, Nawab htt^harrut r , ^hau Bahadujv [Malda rvm Jalpaiguri 
(Muhammadan).] 

Husain, Maulvi Latafat. <NoJttitiat«Mi huh-otocmu.) 

Husain. Maulvi Syed, Maqbul. [Chittagong North (Muhammadan).} 
Huq, Khan IfchatStt# »«Aivi Ekramnl. [Murshidabad (Muhamma- 
dan).] ■" ^ 1 


i 

Ismail, .. Khan Bahadur Ma* 1 ^* lf»it»»«rffnad rjfyjuensingh Central 
<Muh|4f»dan).] 

James, Mr. F. E., o.noc. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
Jennaway, Mr. J. H. (Indian Mining Association.) 


; K 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muham m adan), | 
Kasem, Maulvi Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Babu Debend ra J>al. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan^) 
Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muasaam Alt. [Pabna (Muha mm a d an).] 
Khan, Maulvi Tamisuddin. [Faridpur Notih (Muhammadan).] * 
Khan, Mr. Jtacaur Rahman, [Dacca East Rural (M uhamm ada n) ,} 



" TiU ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

M 


Lahiri, Mr. Basanta Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Laird, Mr. R. B. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) - % 

Lai a, Babu Saroda .Kripa. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Leicester, Lieutenant-boloneJ J. C. H., i.M.s. (Nominated' Official.) 
Liddell, Mr. H. C. (Nominated Official.) & 

Lindsay, Mr. J. H. (Nominated Official.) 


M 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Haiti, Babu Mahendra Nath. [Midnapore South-East (Non-Muham- 
madan),] 

Marr, Mr. A., c.i.e. (Nominated Official.) 

Mawla, Maulvi Chaudhury Gholam. [Faridpur South (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Masttmdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath, c.i.e. [Jeasore North (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

McCluskie, Mg. E. T. . (Anglo-Indian.) ' 

Miller, Mr. C. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mitter, Sir Provash Chunder, Kt., c.i.e. (Presidency Landholders.) 

Moberly, the Hon’ble Mr. A. N., c.i.e. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Moitra, Srijut Jogendra Nath. •, [Bogra cum Pabna (non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Morgan, Mr. G. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mukerjea, Srijut Taraknath. [Hooghly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Mukerji, Mr. S. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 


M 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. [Murshidabad (Non-Mjiham- 
madan).] * * " t K 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-PargUnas Rural Cdtitral (Non- 
Muhammadan).] * . 

Naaimuddin, Mr, Khwaja, c.i.e, [Bakarganj Soutff (Muhammadan).] 


0 

Oaten, Mr. E. F. (Nominated Official.) 

Ordish, Mr, J. E. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).];;* 
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P 

Phelps, Mr. Trevor J. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 
Philip, Mr. J. Y. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 
Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. (Nominated Official.) 


R 

Rahim, 8ir Abd-ur-, k.c.s.i. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Maulvi A*i*ur. [Mymensingh North-West (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Maulvi Shamsur. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [24-Parganas Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rauf, Maulvi Syed Abdur. [Jessore North (Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan. [Rangpur West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. [24-l’arganas Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

R»y, Dr. Kumud Saniar. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhamroadan).l 
Ray, Maharaja Jogindra Nath, of Nator. (Rajahahi Landholder*.) 
Ray, the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur Kuhauni.h Chandra, of Nadia. 

(Member, Executive Council.) 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

•Ray Chaudhuri the Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath, of Santosh. 
(Dacca Landholders.) 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. [ 24-Parganas Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Bar.-at-Law. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. S. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Muhammadan). ] * J 


• 

Sachse, Mr. F. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Badeque, Maulvi Mohamed. [Noakhaii East (Mohammedan).] ^ 
ftakyml, Babu Sachindra Narayan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhamm ad an). ] 
8ari»dkiluivpr. Sir Dew Proead, Kt„ c.i.x.. c.*.x. (Nominnted 
Non-official.) 
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Sarkar, Baba Naliniranjan. [Mymfusingh East (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Barker, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Maulvi Abdue. [Chittagong South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Sattar, Mr. Abdool Razak Hajee Abdool. [Hooghly cum Howrah 
Municipal (Muhammadan).] \ * 

Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sen, Mr. Satiah Chandra. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Sen Gupta, Mr. Xi *J|T w ^Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Shah, Mr. GholamHoaaain. [24-Parganaa Municipal (Muhammadan).] 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bbupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) • 

Skinner, Mr. S. A. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barrackpore Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Stuart-WillianiH, Mr. S. C. (Nominated Official.) 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 


T 

Thompson, Mr. W. II. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
Travera, Mr. W. L., t.i.E., o.b.e. [Rajshahi (European).] 


W 


Woodhead, Mr. J. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
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(Official Report ef the Twenty -fifth Section.) 

VOLUME XXV— No. «. ... 

Prootttffngs of the Bengal Legitlativa Oounoil m&mUM imiar the 
provisions of the Government of InAa Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 1 1th March, 1927, at 2-30 p.ii. 

Prssont: 

The Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmatha Nath Ray CHAUimtmt, 
of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council and the two Ifon’ble Ministers and 120 nominated and elected 
members. 

Oath or AfHrvnatio«w 

The following members made an oath or affirmation of their 
allegiance to the Crown : — 

Mr. F. K. James, o.b.e. 

Mr. A. McD. Emus. 

* Mr. C. C. Miller. 

Mr. W. H. Thompson. 

Babu Cues Chandra Ch.attekjke. 


•larva* Qa o ottom 

Aflagwl elootioct propojwKa work on feMf of tho Chsir—* 
mmrnrn Distriot Boar*. 

•«. Bate dflTBNDBALAL BANNBMIKs («) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Bepartment of Local Sel f-Oovertuaent aware 
that at the time of the last general election, the agency of Union 



-< ’ '* 1 ‘ r , t ." 

Boards and of District Board Charitable dispensaries wag employed for 
the circulation oFeleetion literature and doing other propaganda work 
on behalf of the Chairman of the Birbkum District Board? 

(by If the answer to question (a) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how he proposes to deal with these 
offences of the District Board and District Charitable dispensary 
employees? 

MINISTER in ohaffo of DEPARTMENT of LORAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan 

Otmsnairi): (a) Government have no informa<$pn, 

(6) Does not arise. 

BMW dITINDRALAL BANNERdEE: May I know if the Hon’ble 
Minister is taking any steps in order to have such information procured 
by Government? 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ASU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVI: 

There is no point in doing so, because the matter cannot be dealt with 
under the present law. 


Bobu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: That is a different matter, 
but 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’hle Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chau- 
dhitrif Of SantOih): You canuot argue the point. 


ChomioaJ marks within Rishra-Kormagors Municipality. 


•20. Srijut TARAKNATH MUKIRdEA; (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government (Pub- 
lic Health) aware of the existence of chemical works in the mid$^ of 
the residential quarters of the Kishra-Konnagore Municipality of the 
Hooghly district? 


(b) Is it a fact that the local Municipality has been ^obliged to 
reduce the taxes of the residents of that locality on the gNmnd that 
the reeidents are suffering inconvenience and damage caused by the 
acid fumee? 


, ' ' *{% » * 4 ’ , 4 i , , 

(e) Are the Government considering the ^Jesirebility < 
«.ry ct«j» fotfe. matter P 






' IpufCTtft i« * MPARTMtirr it local 

COfrfcRMMENT (PUBLIC HEALTH)(tl* HmlO* Mr. r 

(a) Yes. J 
1(4 Government bare no information. 

(cj Xn the matter of the inconvenience steps hare already been 
taken by the Director of Public Health and the Chief Inspector of 
Factories. A new sulphur furnace has been installed, and this is 
expected to minimise the nuisance of which complaint is made. 


Lae industry in Maids and Murtdildihad. 

% , ' * 

m Balm BOM It OH AMOR A BAOOHIt (a) Wilt the Hon’bl# 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether the Government are aware that the lie 
industry in MaU& and Mumhidabad has received a setback for the 
last three years owing to complete failure on the part of lac growers 
to grow any lac during those years ? 

( b ) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of hold-* 
ing an enquiry to ascertain the reason therefor f 

^ MINISTER in Oharas of DEPARTMENT of AQRIGULTURI «ni 
INOUiTRfki <the HmHMs Hadfi Mr. A. K. Abu Abmsd Khan 

CtnUfinavl): (a) Government are aware of the failure of the lac crop in 
the two districts. 

(6) liocal enquiries have been made into the causes of failure, and 
the ^natter is now under the consideration of Government. 

is 

* 

RaMMttttftiwi «f R a wp u rtiit Mid lir tonmi Mv Loo.! IwR. 

•SI. Bllw dlTENORALAL BANNIffJKSt <«) In the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of I /oral Self-Government aware 
that the ejection 1 of members from the Knmpurhflt and Sadar Local 
Boards of the Birbhum district was over as far back a. September 1923? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Minister state whether fresh elections tar 
the mid Local Boards will he held forthwith? 

rm H Hilda Hadji Mr. A. K. ASU AHMED KHAN OHUZNAVIt 

MTa. _ f . 

' (b) Tbe Commissioner is being requested to have the Local Board, 
-econstitatod as parly as possible. • . 

**• dITIMORALAL BANMIRJEfl Do I understand that the 
HonTdeMiaister has r eques t e d the C Mnmi s sto o w to —t the , Local 
BaniAi.iseaiMlit.tod? 



:;c; ' ^ x 

Tht Hadji Mr. A. 1C ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI; 

Yes. •/i-v-f 

AmU Drainage f c h e m i, 

•32. Baby MANMATHA NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
he pleased to state whether he is aware that the question of Amta 
Drainage Scheme has been pending for some timeP 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stale* whether the 
Government propose to carry the scheme in the near future? 

^c) What is the exact position of the scheme at present ? 

The Hoft’bte Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

(a) Yes. * 

( b ) and (c) No decision has yet been reached with regard to the 
scheme. The agricultural benefits, which are likely tasaciji'ue from it, 
are now under investigation. 


DAtanus. 

•33. Mil MANMATHA NATH ROT.J ta) ‘Will the .pon’bfe 
Uember in charge of the Political Department be ^leaee^* to state 
whether it is a fact that most of the political detenus and prisoners 
have been suffering from ill-health, and that there arc reasonable causes 
of apprehension in the case of many of them? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a State- 
ment showing — 

(t) the names of those political detenus and prisoners who are not 
keeping good health; 

(ti) the nature of the diseases which they are suffering from; 

(ui) the steps that the Government intend to take ta^grfe them relief ; 
and 

(«V) whether the Government intend to release them? 

(c) If the answer to (b) (tv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state when they will be released P 

„ MEMBER In ebarge «f POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tbe Htn’ble 
Mi. A. 9L Mfberiy)) (a) No. 

(b) Government are not prepared to publish this information. 

<e) Dote not arise. 

NbB AKHJL OHANORA DATTAt Will the HoeWMember be 

pleased to state thf reasons for withholding all this intormetiooP 



questions. .)■$£ 

f lltfnm fir, A* -(I. HOURLY 1 1 kw Mtkiwinlkrlt add 
l»t I Mated in my reply to the resolution the other day. ; 

Irf* *• IMNIUIl May I aak if it ie not a (net .that the reason 
fp£ withholding the information ta 

10". PRESIDENT: That ia not a question, Mr. Saneijee, 


AfrtMttyrai calamity of In* within Rain* nd 4mm Ur 


, ** r ' ®* ®**§f r i° Wl11 Hon’ble Member in charge 

■ *“® Apartment of Irrfgation be pleaaed to state whether tite Gov- 
ernment has formulated any scheme for tbe purpose of protecting 
agricultural lands within llaina and Jamalpur thanaa in the district 
of Burdiom devastated by annual flooda-of the River Damodar? 

(6) If the answer to^a) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the Government are oonsi^e^ g 
the desirability of »dbing so? ^ 

(c) Will the.Hcp^ble Member be pleased to state whether the atten- 

t.on -oL the Government' has been drawn to the fact that on account 
of such anniAl ravage* by the river a very large area in the mid 
locality which was highly productive has become absolutely barren 
and unarable? J 

(d) What is the approximate area so affected,* and it the Damodar 
Mnbankment in, any way responsible for it? 

<e) Wfll tbe Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether the Gov. 

aSrjr K°?^ dm r t L he ,' lUe8tion of «T relief to the 

tenants and other holders of tbe land? If not, why not? 

.. Ch * f «* * DEPARTMENT af IRRIGATION (ttw 

.[ b J , N . 0 ’ e * w ‘ pt * tat o there ** • proposal to excavate a drainage 
hannel to relieve after flood water-logging in the two thanm t‘m td 

J^LSSlTUT* “ * b ° nt « «l“*re miles, but varies 
tk the intensity of the floods each year. If all embankments on the 

Damodar werh’removed, damage would still occififc tite 1 !*#* 1 named, 
•nd «J n i<^»** r | 1918 ’ . R *‘ 82 > 000 w “ distributed as gratuitous relief 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8A I YID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: No. 

Mr. P, C. BA8U. Do I understand the Hon’ble Member to say 
that there is no help for the ravages caused by the DamodarP 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I would ask for notice of this question. 


Compensation to sufferers during oommunal disturbances in Pabna. 

*35. 8rijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon hie 

Member in charge of the Police Department t>e pleased to state whether 
it is a fuct that a tax has been imposed on the Hindu residents within 
the Pabna Municipality to be utilised towards making good the loss 
Buttered by the Hindu villagers of the Pabna district as a result of the 
looting which took place during the communal disturbances in Pabna 
in July lusty 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ldo 
Member be pleased to state — 

(i) what proportion, if any, of such tax is to be borne by the 
Muhammadan inhabitants of the villages affected by such 
loss; and 

(»/) what proportion is to be borne by the rate-payers of the 
Pabna Municipality, Hindus, and Muhammadans jointly oi 
separately Y 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the inhabitants of the disturbed area outside the Pabna 
Municipality, who are either Government servants or Christians or 
Hindus, have been exempted from making any contribution to the 
aforementioned compensation ? 

{d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for such differential apportion- 
ment ? 

MEMBER In charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): (a) Applications were received for compensation for 
the loss caused by the looting referred to, and under section In A of 
the Police Act the sum awarded compensation is to be paid by the 
inhabitants of the area in which the pmlaumtion under section 15 is 
in force who have not been exempted from liability. The Hindu 
residents of the municipal area, with the exception of those who are 
too poor to pay 12 annas ns annual municipal assessment, have rot 
been exempted. 
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( b ) This information is not available at present as the apportion- 
ment has not been completed. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) It was believed that those sections of the inhabitants were 
entirely free from responsibility for the disturbances which occurred 
in the proclaimed area last July. 


Comptntation to sufferers during communal riots in Pehn* 

•38. 8ri)ut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
the losses due to the looting which took place during the communal 
disturbances in Pabna in July last were all sustained by the Hindus? 

(M Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

( i ) the names and distances from the Municipality of Pabna of 
the areas wherein the looting- took place; 

(it) the day when and the place where the first looting took place 
as also the places and dates of subsequent occurrences; 

(in > the total number »>f the houses looted ; 

(n ) the number of persons nnexted within the district; and 
lr) the number of pet-ons sent for trial? 

{cl Will the Hon'ble Membei be pleaded to state whether it is a 
fact that there was a revision in the schedule ot the chaukidnri and the 
municipal taxes in the aieas where a tax lias been ini|»osetl on the 
Hindu residents within the Pabna Municipality to be utilised towards 
making good the loss suffered bv the Hindu villageis during the last 
communal disturbances in Pabna? 

(d) If the answer to (cl is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to slate — 

< i ) what is the total number of the Muhammadan tax-payers who 
have been exempted from payment of the punitive tax ; and 
(it) what extra payment by the Hindus is involved by reason of 
such exemption? 

The Hon* Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) Yes. 

( b ) (»)■ — (r) A statement is laid on the table. 

(r) There is no chaukidnri tax in the Pabna Municipality within 
which alone the Hindus are liable for payment of the cost tinder sec- 
tions 15 and 15A of the Police Act, and the District Magistrate has 
nothing to do with the assessment of the municipal fax. The cost is 
apportioned according to the Magistrate’s judgment of the respective 
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means of the inhabitants. 1 1 is understood that the Magistrate has 
considered the municipal assessment in making the apportionment, but 
has not necessarily followed it as it is his duty to exercise his own 
judgment as to a person’s means. 

(d) (i) All Muhammadans who are either Government servants or 
are too poor to be able to pay annas 12 as annual chaukidari tax in 
rural areas or annual municipal tax in the municipal area have been 
exempted. The total number is not known. 

(ti) It is impossible to say* 


Statement referred to in the rejdy to clause (b) of Starred Question 
No. furnishing the information required. 

(i) and (//). 


Name* of arc* a*. 

Distance 
from the 
Municipa- 
lity in 
miles. 

Date on w-hich looting 
took place. 

Palma Munirijjalitv — 



Copalpur (within the Municipality) 


2nd July 1920. 

Nhihrnrnpur ( ditto ) 

Palma Thana — 


7th July 1926. 


(Jayeshpur 


:ircl July 1021$. 

Duhla 

it 

3rd July 1926. 

Dogacht ! 

4 

:ircl Juh 1920. 

Dhnpaghatn . . ! 

7 

4th and 5th July 1920. 

Koladi . . 1 

* 

4th .July 1920. 

Baksipur 

ti 

4th July 1920. 

Naldah 

7 

4th Jul v 1920 

Saradia Bazar . 

lo 

4th July 1920. 

Kuchminoru 

10 

4th July 1 920. 

liunn^mm 

K 

5th July 1020 

Knchhurpur 

10 

full July 1920. 

Uunguhuria 

H 

5th July 1920. 

Harlnarayanpur 

K 

5th July 1920. 

Durptpur 

10 

Oth July 1920. 

Sonapur 

1 11 

Oth July 1920. 

Atghorin Thaim 

1 

Kihpur 

11 

4th July P*2tl. 

Kaijuri . , 

14 

5th July 1920. 

ChiUidui . . 

IA 

Oth July 1920. 

Lakatmpur 

Sant hia Thana - 

10 

Oth July 1920. 

Ataikula Kaghuruithpur 

12 

Oth July 1920. 

Davarainpur 

'Jo 

7th July 1920. 

Dtdnpur 

17 

7th July 1920. 

Bhowanipur 

17 

7th and Oth July 1926. 

Bhulbaria 

lfl 

7th July 1926. * 

Sargaon Bhowanipur 

17 

Oth July 1926. 

Sant hia Thana — 


Gayc&hbari 

18 

8th July 1926. 

Suianagar Thana— 

Stganagar 


12 

4th July 1926. 


(iiV) The total number of houses looted ... ... 156 

(ir) The number of persons arrested within the district ... 635 

(r) The number of persons sent up for trial ... 623 
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Co mbintd office of the Legislative Deportment and Legislative Counoil 

in Bengal. - 

*97. Khon Bahadur Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the legislative Department le pleased to state 
whether the Government are considering the desirability of separating 
the combined office of the Legislative Department and the Legislative 
Council in Bengal? 

MEMBER in charga of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon 1 bio Mr. J. Donald): No. 


Election to tho Bengal Legislative Counoil. 

•38. Batou ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: Will the Hon’ble 
Meml>er tn charge of (lie Appointment Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

[n the names of candidates in each constituency during the last 
general election of the Bengal Legislative Council; 

(n) the number of \oten recorded in each constituency; 

(t/n the total number of voter* in each constituency; and 
(ir> the number of votes set uted by each candidate? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly) • Tin* membei is referred to the reply 
given to an unstarred question «m the subject put by Mr. Kiran Sankar 
Roy in this session of the Couneil. 


Proaeoution of editors and printers of newspapers. 

*39. Mr. P. C. BASU : (n) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Police Department Ik* pleased to state — 

(/) how many prosecutions had been instituted against editors 
and printers of newspapers under sort ions liMA and IMA 
of the Indian Penal Code since April, HKJti, and with what 
result ; and 

(lit whether any opinions of the law officer of the Crown were 
taken before launching the said prosecutions ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ti) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to lay on the table copies of the said opinions? 
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Tha Hon’Wc Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) (i) Since April, 1926, 17 
cases under section 153 A, Indian Penal Code, and 5 under section 
124A, Indian Penal Code, have been instituted against editors and 
printers of newspapers. Of the cases under section 153A, Indian Penal 
Code, 10 resulted in conviction and imprisonment or fines, 2 in con- 
viction and the execution of bonds, 4 in acquittal, and 1 is still pend- 
ing. Of the cases under section 124A, Indian Penal Code, all resulted 
in conviction. In addition to these cases proceedings under section 
108, Criminal Procedure Code, were instituted against five newspapers 
for similar offences resulting in the execution of bonds in four cases, 
and an apology apd undertaking in the fifth. One of the bonds was, 
however, cancelled on appeal. 

(it ) The answer is in the affirmative. 

( h ) Government are not prepared to publish the opinions of their’ 
legal advisers. 

Mr, P. C. BA8U: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to let me 
know the names of the law officers who were consulted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Diffe rent officers were consulted 
in different cases. 


Stenographers in the Bengal Secretariat. 

*40. Maulvi MOHAMED SADEQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state — 

(i) how many grades there are in the cadre of stenographers in 

the Hengal Secretariat ? 

(if) what is the number ol stenographers in those different grades? 
(m) how many of them are Muhammadan**? 

(tv) how many vacancies occurred and how many of them were 
filled up during each of the last five years? 

(r) how many of the vacancies were filled up by Muhammadans? 
(vi) what were the nutnlier of Muslim candidates in each of the 
vacancies mentioned in (ir) ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (thi Hon’ble 
Mr. J. Donald): ii) Two grades. 

(ii) Five in the first grade and 16 in the second. 

(in) None. 

(it?) 1922— none: 1923— two; 1924— none; 1925— one; 1926— none, 
(t?) None. 

( ri) None. 
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Unstar red Questions 

(answers to which wore laid on the table). 

Remission of the ohaukidari tax and revenue in Contai. 

88. Babu PROMOTHA MATH BANERJEE: Wil] the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government are considering the desirability of remitting the 
chaukidari tax and revenue for this year of the people of the Contai 
subdivision ? 

The Hon’ble Mr* A. N. MOBERLY: At the instance of the local 
officers, the chaukidari tax of the 3rd quarter in the Contai subdivision 
has been remitted, A proposal has been rereived for partial remission 
of this tax for the 4th quarter which is under the consideration of 
Government. 

As regard" rents from Khas Mahals, the Hoard of Revenue has 
sanctioned the remission of 50 per cent, of the rents and suspension 
until January PW of the remaining AO per cent, in respect of an area 
of about AO.OOO acies in the Contai, Hitbatidar and Hhngwanpm 
circle* in the Jalamutha and Majnamutha estates in the Contai sub- 
division. 


Daoca-Calcutta mail steamers. 

87* Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: <o> U the Hon’ble MemWr in 
chaise ot the Marine Department aware that great ineonvenienee 
is felt by the people of Munshiganj in the district of Dacca owing to 
the fact that the Dacca-Caleutta mail steamers (Up and Down) do not 
touch at Munshiganj? 

(/>) Are the Government considering the desirability of arranging 
for a stoppage at Munshiganj? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hoft’ble Mr. 
<1. Donald): (a) No. The Narayanganj Express steamer service is 
intended as the connection for mails and passengers Iretween Goalundo, 
Narayanganj and Dacca, and to secure regularity in arrival at Narayan- 
ganj, intermediate stoppages have to Ire cut down to a minimum. 
Passengers for Munshiganj can leave immediately on arrival of the 
Express steamer at Narayanganj by the ferry launch. 

( b ) No. 
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Steamer route from Barisal to HularhaL 

88. Rai 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUOHURI Bahadur; (a) 

WilL the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Marine Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that by the re-excavation of 
Gabkhan Khal in the district of Barisal the distance in mileage by 
the steamer route from Barisal to Hularhat was much shortened? 

(b) Is it a fact that in spite of this shortage the steamer company 
used to realise the old fares for a very long time showing the old 
mileage on the tickets? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the length of period for w’hieh the old 
fares were realised? 

( d ) What is the total of such excess amount realised? 

(e) Is it a fact that Balm Gopal Chandra Biswas, Pleader, Barisal, 
brought a test suit for the refund and recovery of such excess amount 
realised from him and lias obtained a decree against the steamer 
company in the Munsif’s Court, Barisal? 

(/) Will the Hon’hle Member be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment are considering the desirability of taking any step for the 
realisation of such excess amounts from the steamer company? If 
so, will the Government recover the sum (which is expected to be a 
large sum) from the steamer company and spend it for some public work 
of Barisal, say, the Establishment of Barisal Medical School? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) Yes, bv six miles. 

(/>) Yes; the old fares were realised for some time. 

(r) Government have no information regarding the actual period. 

(d) No excess amounts were realised over and above the advertised 
fares in force for the time being. 

(c) Government have no information. 

(/) The question does not arise. 


Inland 8taam Vassals plying front Khulna and Madaripur. 

88. Babu 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: (a) Will tU Hon’ble 

Memlter in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state — 

(t) how many steam vessels, which run on M&daripur-Tarpassa, 
Madaripur-Khulna. Madaripur-Barisal and Khulna-Boal- 
mari lines, are equipped with electric lights; and 
(ii) how many of them carry oil lamps? 
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(b) la the Hon’ble Member aware that the number of oil lamp* 
bat a steam vessel plying on the aforesaid lines is provided with, it 
^sufficient ? 

( c ) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that the flat named Ard*heilt 9 
diich is used as the flat-station of Chormugria Ghat on the Khulna* ^ 
arpussa line, is unsuitable and ill-equipped? 

(//) Do Government contemplate any ehauge or improvement? 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (<t) ii) and (*V> All vessels have 
lectric lights. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

(o) No. 

(d) No. 


Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: May I ask the Hon’ble Member, Sir, 
■bet her he made any enquiry to find out if that steamer was ill-equipped 
efore saying no? 


The Hon'ble Mr. 4 . DONALD: Yes. 


Psbne riots. 

90. Dr. 4 . M. DAS CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
f the Police Depaitment be pleased to lay on the table n statement 
pgarding the communal riots in Pabna in July last — 

(i) the names of the villages affected; 

(ill the percentage of Hindu and Muhammadan population in each; 

(mi the numlier of people convicted for the riotn ; 

(tr) the kind of punishment inflicted on each convicted person and 
the percentage of Hindus and Muhammadans amongst them; 

(t?) the total cost of maintaining the punitive police from the begin- 
ning up to now ; 

(ri) the percentage of it liorne by the Hindus and Muhammadans 
respectively; and 

(rti) the names and ranks of the following Government officers in 
Pabna at the time of the riots, and the length of time they 
had been in their respective posts: ( a ) the various thana 
officers in the affected areas ; (h) the District Superintendent 
of Police; <r> the District Magistrate; and (d) the District 
and Sessions Judge? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. SOBERLY: (i) and (it) A statement is 

laid on the table. 

(tit) 184 up to February 16th last. 

(iv) Kind of punishment inflicted on convicted persons — 

2 months’ rigorous imprisonment ... 4 persons. 

8 months’ rigorous imprisonment ... 25 persons. 

(i months’ rigorous imprisonment ... 20 persons. 

1 year’s rigorous imprisonment ... «3 persons. 

2 years’ rigorous imprisonment ... 130 persons. 

Dealt with under section 502, (t. I\ C. ... 2 persons. 

Total ... 184 

Percentage of Hindus convicted ... 7 ’6 

Percentage of Muhammadans convicted ... 92 ’4 

(r) The total cost of additional police tor the period 1st October, 
1926, to the 23rd July, 1927, for which they have been sanctioned is 
Its. 29,241-4. 

(vi) This information is not yet available as the apportionment has 
not been completed. 

(vii) A statement is laid on the tuhle. 

*» 

Statement ref erred to m the reply to clauses (i) and (ii) of Unstarred 
Question JVo. PO t showing the names of villages which were con- 
sidered to he in a state of disturbance uith percentage of Hindu 
and M uhammadan population in each. 

Percentage 
of Hindu 
population. 


Municipality. 


Percentage 
of Muhamxna- 
den popula- 
tion. 


The whole of Paboa Municipality 


50-4 


49-09 
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Police-station. 

Villages. 


BC^Tor 


population. 

population. 

abna 

All villages situated within the 

17 

83 


jurisdiction of the Pabna police- 
station (containing 204 villages). 



tghona 

S&hadia (Araji) 

Sahadiar 

j 24 *8 

75 ‘2 

Do. 

Sidhipur 

Nil 

UK) 

Do. 

Rahim] mr 

24 -# 

73 2 

Do. 

Paida 

Nil 

UK) 

Do. 

Murad 

Nil 

UK) 

Do. 

Kumilee 

Nil 

UK) 

Do. 

G opal pur 

1 2 

8M 

Do. 

Kliadcrpara 

Nil 

UK) 

Do. 

Choultiban 

do 6 

31) -4 

Do. 

Nurjan 

27 I 

72 K 

Do. 

Kkdatita Dolwittar 

5: •« 

42 4 

Do. 

Kkdatita Hanupara 

34 -2 

65 -M 

Do. 

Kadirnlmgdi 

20 *6 

71) -4 

Do 

Sibpur 

lo 

DO 

Do. 

Jatrapur 

2-3 

1)7 *7 

Do. 

Chamlui . . , 

30 3 

8l» *7 

Do. 

Kniiopmn . . j 

62 3 

37-7 

Do. . . ' 

hitvanandapur 

Nil 

UK) 

Do. . . ! 

Dapuma . . ‘ 

17 7 

82 -3 

Do. .. ; 

Nalkola . . . • 

7 4 

H2 *6 

Do. 

Snpur 

15 H 

84 -4 

Do. 

llajuiiipur . . ! 

Nil 

100 

Do. .. j 

Kuijuri . . ! 

66 t* 

33 1 

Do. .. | 

Clink Ja\ kriHhlapur . 

Nil 

UK) 

Do. . . j 

Cum ham .. 

2 a 

»7 1 

uuthia . . | 

Bhulbana 

57 

42 

Do. . i 

Chamta . ) 

• 7 

1)1) 3 

Do. . . 

( iovcrthhan . j 

23 

77 

Do. ' 

Siirgoan . . j 

1# 0 

81 4 

Do. . . | 

Dcbipur 

22 -5 

77-5 

Do. . j 

Humipur . j 

3*» 

Dfll 

Do. 

Kalanpur . j 

Nil 

UK) 

Do .. ! 

Hanpur . . j 

Nil 

100 

Do. . j 

Uhaharupur ! 

25 *4 

74 8 

Do. 

Jagaunathpur 

2tt •# 

73 *2 

Do. . : ! 

1 >(>v arampur 

25 

75 

Do. . . j 

Sibpur 

Nil 

UK) 

Do, .. J 

Hniuuipatipur 

Nil 

UK) 

Do. <v . . . | 

Kaghunathpur 

5r» ' 

62 -9 

janagar . . j 

Sujanagar 

36 5 

63*5 


tatement referred to in the reply to clause (vii) of U n starred Question 
A o. &), showing the names and ranks of Government officers in 
Pabna at the time of the riots and the length of time they had 
been in their respective posts. 

2) Thana officer# in affected area# — 

Pabna Police Station — 

Jotindra Nath Bhiittacbarji, Sub-Inapector — One year and one 
month. 
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Sujanagore Police Station — 

Sudhanshu Bhusan Singh, Sub-Inspector — One year and three 
months. 

Santhia Police Station — 

Dwarika Nath Dey, Sub-Inspector — One year and eight months. 
Atghoria Police Station — 

Hussainazzaman, Sub-Inspector — LesB than a month. 

(b) The District Superintendent of Police — Mr. Tuni Meerza — One 
year and three months. 

(c) Tlje District Magistrate — Khan Bahadur Nasiruddin Ahmad — One 
month. 

(d) The District and Sessions Judge — Mr. Iradatullah — Three months. 


Traffic Polioe in Daooo. 

91. Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: With reference to the 
reply given to clause (b) of unstarred question No. 88 on the 23rd 
February, 11127, will the Hon Tile Member in charge of the Police 
Department be pleased to state for how long the proposal for the enter- 
tainment of a staff of traffic police has been under consideration, and 
for how long it is likely to be considered by Government? 

Th« Hon’Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The proposal has been under 
consideration since August last. It involved the entertainment of a 
staff of 1 sergeant, 1 head constable and 15 constables on an ultimate 
recurring cost of Its. 8,272-15-9 per annum and a non-recurring cost 
of Rs. 1,503-12. The Inspector-General of Police was therefore asked to 
examine whether it would not be possible to release men from the 
ordinary police staff for traffic duty and to reduce the cost, and an 
experiment is now being tried of controlling traffic w r ith the existing 
strength of the town police. Government will await the result of this 
experiment Wfore considering the entertainment of a separate staff of 
traffic police. 

Potts rotenrtd for ths m emb ers of the Indian Mtdioal Sorties. 

92. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
(Medical and Public Health) be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the name of the posts declared reserved for the members of the 
Indian Medical Service? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
distinction is made in filling up any vacancy in those posts between 
the European and the Indian element of the service? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the post 
of the Superintendent of the Royal Botanic Garden was declared 
reserved for the members of the Indian Medical Service? 


MINUTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT (MEDICAL and PUBLIC HEALTH) (the Hon’blt 
Mr. Byomkes Chakravarti): (rt» A statement is laid on (he library table. 

{b) There is no such distinction, except where it is desirable on 
special grounds to have a European, c.r/., at the Presidency General 
Hospital. 

(r» No. 


Augmentation grant to and unspent balance of Burdwan Distriot Board. 

93. Mr. P. C. BA8U: u> Will the Hnn'Me Minister in charge of 
the Department of Local Self-Government l>e pleased to state the 
amount of augmentation grant by the Government to the District 
Board of Burdwan during the last five years? 

(in What* was the annual unspent balance during the said period? 

Th# Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUINAVH 

(n 1922-23 — IN. 74,500. 

1 924-24 — Rs. 84,2*41 . 

1924-25 — Rs. 84,404. 

1 92-5-20— Its. f 7,428. 

1920-27— Rs. 70,982. 

(fi) The District Board’s balance at the end of each of these years 
was «s follows : — 

1922- 23 — Rs. 3,86,457. 

1923- 24 — Rs. 2,21,196. 

1924- 25 — Rs. 3,33,057. 

1925- 20— Rs. 3,97,188. 

1926 - 27 — (Figures not yet reported by the Divisional Commit- 
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Mr. P. C. BA8U: Was any explanation asked for from the District 
Board of Burdwan regarding this unspent balance each year? 


The Hon'ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVI: I 

would ask notice for the question. 


State prisoners and other detenus of Faridpur district 

04, Babu 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) how many young men of the district of Faridpur have been 
under detention under Bengal Regulation III of 1818 and 
the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 1926; 

(if) what are their names; 

(hi) where are they detained; and 

(ir) what is the present state of their health? » 


Ths Honble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Government are not prepaied 
to furnish this information. * 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Government please 
stute what ai*e the reusons that Government is not prepared to furnish 
this information? 

'V* -• 

* m 

Thf Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Government does not think it 

necessary to furnish any reason. 


Outbreak of malaria, eto., In the Rangpur district 

88. Babu dATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTYs (a) It the 

Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment (Public Health) aware of the outbreak of malaria, kala-axar, 
cholera and small -pox in various parts of the Rangpur district during 
the last few years? 
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( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the last 3 years in the Rangpur district how 
many people died of — 

( i ) Malaria; 

(t*i) Kala-azar; 

(t*V) Cholera; and 

(ir> Small -pox? 

(r) Is it a fart that statistics show that deaths from these disease* 
are on the increase? 

(ft) Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state whether any 
steps have Wen taken by the Public Health Department to combat thil 
outbreak ? 

(r) If so, what steps have been taken? 

(f) If no steps have Wen taken, are the Government proposing 
taking any steps in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BYOMKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: «y) Yes. 

(/>) and to A statement giving the information is laid on the 
table. 

(</), (c) and, Anti-cholera work. — During the year 1920-27 four 
Sanitary Inspectors hare Wen placed by Government under the Dis- 
trict Hoard to assist in cairying out anti-cholera work. * 

10, (KM) (lores of anti-cholera vaccine and 42 cwts. of bleaching 
powder ujkI 50 gallons of i/4il have Wen supplied. 

Anti-small-pox measures. — During the year 1920-27, a special cash 
grant for free vaccination has Wen sanctioned and it is proposed to 
supplement it with an additional grant for the employment of vaccina- 
tors to push on vaccination in the district. These grants are in addi- 
tion to the qpst of the vaccination inspecting staff stationed in the 
district tftod pgi<! by Government. 

80,000 grains of vaccine lymph were supplied to the district of 
Rangpur during the year 1920. 

Anti-malaria work. — It is proposed to make a grant to the Rangpur 
District Board out of the current year’s budget provisio* of Rs. 80,000 
for anti-malaria work. 

150 pounds of quinine sulphate and 400 pounds of cinchona febri- 
fuge have Wen supplied to the Rangpur district during the year 1920- 
27. 

Anti-kala-azur work. — A special grant of R*. 9,000 baa been sanc- 
tioned and 600 grammes of stiburen haye Wen supplied to the Rangpur 
district during the year 1926-27. 4 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (h) and (c) of Unstarred 
Question No. 95, showing mortality from cholera , sinall-pox, 
malaria and kala^azar in the district of Rangpur during the years 
292126. 



Cholera 

deaths. 

Small-pox 

deaths. 

Malaria 

deaths. 

Kala-azar 

deaths. 

1924 

.. 4,370 

100 

54,341 

79 

1925 

.. 2,875 

301 

52,796 

252 

1920 

.. 1,148 

1,077 

47,821 

163 


Ministerial Officers and Bengal Civil 8ervice. 

96. Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: (a) Will the 
Hori'ble Memtar in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to state whether there is any bur to the promotion of a higher grade 
ministerial offieer to the Bengal Civil Service? 

(ft) If so, will the Hon’hle Member be pleased to state what these 
bars are? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) and f l>) Ministerial othoers 
ore not considered eligible for promotion to the Bengal Civil Service. 


Superintendent, Royal botanic Carden. 

97. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN (a) Will the Rou ble 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the post of the Superinten- 
dent of the Koval Botanic Garden is ordinarily filled by a pieml>er 
of the Ifidtan Medical Service? * ^ 

(h) If the .answer to (<i\ alx*ve is in Hie affirmative, will the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state why a departure was made by the Govern- 
ment in tilling up that vacancy in the Royal Botanic Garden since the 
retirement *4 LieutenanMWlnnel A. T. Gage, i.m.s., m.a., m.b., etc.? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the medical and 
scientific qualifications of the officer who was confirmed in that post 
and the officer who is officiating in it? 

(d) Is it the present policy of the Government to fill up that post 
by men not belonging to the Indian Medical Service? 

Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state the amount of 
salary and allowance attached to that post? 
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HmHm’M* Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVIt 

(a) Tha post of Superintendent, Royal Botanic Garden, is not reserved 
for the Indian Medical Service. 

*% 

(b) The question does not arise. 

(c) Neither the permanent nor the acting 1 Superintendent possesses 
medical qualifications. Mr. Calder, the permanent Superintendent, is 
a B. Sc. (Aberdeen), B. Sc. (Agr.) and F.L.S. He served ns Curator 
of the Herbarium, Royal Botanic Garden, before his appointment as 
Superintendent. Mr. Cowan, the officiating Superintendent, is an 
M. A., B. Sc. (Edin. ) and B. A. (QxonA He is an officer of the Indian 
ForeBt Service. He qualified in systematic botany of Indian trees. 

(d) The question does not arise. 

(c) The pay of the post of Superintendent is Rs. 800 — 100 — 1,1)00 
plus (i) duty allowance of Rs. 200 a month for carrying out the separate 
duties of Superintendent of Cinchona Plantations, Bengal, and O'fV 
special pay of Its. 400 a month as Director of Botanical Surveys of 
India. 

A conveyance allowance of Rs. 100 a month is also attached to the 
post/ 


State prisoners and other (tetanus. 

sa* ftai JAOUNATH MA2UMDAR Bahadur! Will the Hon’Me 
Member in charge of 4he Political Department lie pleased to lay on 
the table a statement shewing the — 

(i) name; 

(u> residence ; 

(m) age; 

(iv) caste; 

(r) religion; 

(rr) profession; 

(ri«) place of detention and 
(rtf#) reasons for their detention, 

of all the Bengal political prisoners detained under Behgal Regulation 
HI of 1818 and the Bengal Criminal law (Amendment) Act, 1826? 



n QITESTI<m [11 th Mae. 

TN HotPbli Mr. fi* N. ttOBERLY: (t) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

. . t. 

i ii ) to (nil) Government are not prepared to publish this in forma*, 
tion. 

Statement referred to in the reply to V n starred Question No. 98. 
[List of Hengalis at present under detention in jail under >ection 11 


ot the Hengal Criminal Law i 
Regulation IIP of 1818, correct 

Itamesh Chandra Acharji. 

Hi jan Kumar Hanarji. 

Kali Prasad Hanarji. 

Kanujit Kunmi Hanarji. 

Kshitish Chandra Hanarji. 

Prabin Chftndrft Hama. 

Ashutosh Hhattarhurji. 

Profit! Chandra Bhnttru hai ji. 
Jatindra Nath Hhuttacharji. 
Madan Mohan Bhaumik. 

Subhns Chandra Hose. 

Huri Kumar Chnkrabavtti. 
Jnshoda Rnnjnn Chakrabartti. 
Pamdmnan Chakrabartt i . 

Atul Krishna Dtttu. 

Bhupendra Kumar Datta. 

•Cham Hikash Dnttn. 

Sachiudra Nath Dattn. 

Hep in Bekari Bangui i. 

Prntul Chandra Ganguji. 
ttantosh Kumar Ganguli. 

Oanesk Chandra Ghosh. 

Jyotish Chandra Ghosh. 

Shy am a Kulna r Ghosh. 

ir ' 


Amendment) Act, 1925, or under 
ed up to 2nd March 1927.] 

Satish" Chandra Chal.rabnHti. 
Trailakhva Cliaran Cliakrabai tti. 
Hunkim Chandra Chatarji. 
Hibhuti Hhusan ('hatarji. 

Jibaii Lai Chatarji. 

Jogesh Chandra (’hatarji. 
Khngcndra Nath Chatarji. 

Girija Sankai ('haudhuri. 

Prafullii Kumar (’haudhuri. 
Jatindru Nath Da*. 

Naremlra Nath Da*. 

Puma Chandra Bns. 

Purnuuanda Dus Gupta. 

Raj end rn Kumar Das Gupta. 
Hiswanath Mukharji. 

Dhirendra Chandra Mukharji. 
Gout ha Hehari Mukharji. 

Jadu Gopal Mukharji. 

Kuan Chandra Mukharji. 

Paii n a Lai Mukharji. 

Si ha Prasad Mukharji. 

Satiwsh Chandra Pakraski. 

Pratap Chandra Rakshit. 
Sachindro Nath Sanyal. ' 
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Suren dra Mohan Ghosh. 
Anil Kumar Guha. 

Arun Chandra Guha. 
Monoranjan Gupta. 
Ashutosh Khahili. 

Surendra Mohan Kai. 

Ajit Kumar Maitia. 

Bhupnfi Mazumdar. 
Nripendra Nath Mnzumdai. 
Satyendra Chamlia Mitra. 
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Auifritra Lai Sarkar. * 
Manmat^a Kumar Sarkar. 
Nagcndra Nath Sen. 

Narendra Nath Sen. 

Xirniul Chaudia Sen. 

Suija Kumai Sen. 

Niranjan Sen Gupta. 

Manindia Nith Sen Gupta. 
Hubindra Mohan Sen Gupta. 
Nalini Kunjnti Sm . 


QUESTIONS. 


Proportion of chaukidari and union rate paid by Hindus and 
Muhammadans. 

99. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDARl Will the Hon’ble 
Member in < haige of the Polic e Department be pleased to state the 
pmpoitnm of < haukid.it i oi union late luxe-* paid by the Hindu and 
Muhammadan inhabitant** of Bengal in the yeats and 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The humiliation is not avail- 
able and < annul he roilc* ted without extensive enquiries which Govern- 
ment aie not piepated to make. 


E Motions to the Bengal Legislative Counoil end Legislative Aseembly. 

100. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY. Will tlie Hou’hle Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department lx* pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing district by district for the last general election— 

(») the numl>er of voters in the last Electoral Roll in each consti- 
tuency of the Bengal Presidency; * 

(n) the number of voters xvho actually recorded their votes, and 

(iii> the number of rotes leceived bv each of the candidates in 
each constituency with their names?, 

TBs Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: A statement is laid on the 

table. 



Statement referred to in the reply to l nstarred Question No. 100. 






i'Hjuin £ j uo iU^>oa 
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Election to the Bengal Legislative Council. 

101. Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Kill the. Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(a) the total number of voters for the Bengal Council (?) Non- 

Muhammadan (bofh male and female), and (it) Muham- 
madan (both male and female); 

(b) the number ot voters, exercising their right of voting at the 

la t ♦•let t ion (/) Non-Muhammadan (male and female), and 
(? ; ) Muhammadan (male and female)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (m The member is referred to 
the reply gi\en to a similar question put by Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy in 
this session of the Council. 

(b) Separate figuie* showing the number ot male and female voters 
who exeicised the iranchise art* not available. 


Elections to the Bengal Legislative Council and the Legislative 

Assembly. 

102. Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon’hle 
Member in t haige ot the Appointmt*nt Depaitment ht* pleased to lay 
on the table a statement regarding the lust geneial election" in Bengal 
lor the Bengal Council anti the AhmmuIiU showing — 

(i> a list t»i all the difleient constituencies; 

(//> the total number of voters in each ot it; 

(<//> the names ot the candidates nominated tor election in each 
constituency ; 

</r> the number of voteis who actually recorded their votes in 
each constituency; 

<v) the number of voters recorded in tavour ot each of the candi- 
dates in each constituency; 

<n) the name of t lie successful candidate in each constituency; 
and 

(tttljMhe percentage of votes recorded in each constituency? 

^^1 Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Ihe member is referred to 

the reply given to a similar question put by Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy 
in this session of the Council. 
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HaHprmM toRM-sons convicted by the Magistrates at MMda. 

103. «Raja BHUPBNORA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of 

Nasltipur: Will the Ilon’ble Memlier in charge of the Judicial Depart- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(n the number of persons convicted and sentenced to imprison- 
ment by first class Magistrates, both stipendiary and 
honorary, in the district of Malda tiom 1st Apiil to ‘U*«t 
Deeembei, ITJb; 

(it) how many id suidi eonvieted pel sons appealed to the Sessions 
Judge of ltajshulii and Malda. and obtained bail pending 
the dispo>al ot then appeal within ten days from the date 
on which they w ei »• eonvieted and sentenced to impiison- 
ment ; 

im) what time bus taken in ti an-mittiug the order of the Sessions 
Judge, pi anting bail, t « » the Pi-tint Magistrate of Malda 
in each particular < asr ; 

(//■) iii how many id these i ascs it was found that the prisoners 
had btM*n >ent a\va\ to Diuajpur Juil befoie the said orders 
of the Sessions Judge hud reached; and 
< i 1 ' how mail) days elapsed (in each paitieular case) ladween the 
giantmg of bail h\ the Sessions Judge and (he actual ills. 

• haige of piiHoneis ftom the Jail? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the HonWe 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): ,,, 17J 

u/) d7. 

(iin Orders grunting bail weie issued to the District Magistrate on 
the very day they weie passed by the District Judge. They are 
generally sent by post and take three days to leach the District Magis- 
trate's office. 

(ir) 1*8. 

(r) A statement is laid on the library table. In one case the 
prisoner was released ten days after the receipt of the order, as the 
prisoner delayed in producing the necessary bond. 

Alleged contribution* by gun lioeneeee to meet the ooet of Khulna 
Agriculture! and Induetrial Exhibition. ^ 

IN. Babu NACENDRA NATH BEN: (a) Is the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department aware of moneys having been 
realised from persons applying for renewal of gun licenses, to meet 
the cost of the Khulna Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition? 
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( b ) Is it a fact that the Exhibition Committee received collection* 
of moneys from the Sadar Subdivisional Officer of Khulna? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state — 

(?) what is the amount; 

(??) from whom they have been collected; and 
(???) how many of them are from gun licenses? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) It is not a fact that con- 
tributions to meet the cost of the Khulna Agricultural and Industrial 
Exhibition were demanded from persons applying for renewal of gun 
licenses. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) (?) Rs. 2,063. 

(??) The number of persons who contributed this amount is 93. 
The majority of them are men of standing Ip the subdivision, and 
they contributed as members of the public and not as gun licensees. 

(???) Government have not got this information. 


Officers employed in the Paper Book Department of the High Court. 

105. Babu MANMATHANATH ROY: <„> Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a .statement showing for the years 1921-26 — 

(?) the officers employed in the Paper Rook Department of the 
High Court with their respective salaries and their Univer- 
sity qualifications; 

# (»*) the numlger ,*ml u times of j>ersons paid by fees received from 
that department on piece-system ; and 

(???) the number and names of |>ersons requisitioned from other 
departments for the work of the paper book? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the pay and commission, if any, of the employees of 
the Paper Rook Department, that have been debited to the expendi- 
ture account of that department? 

(c) Will the Hou’ble Member bo pleased to lay on the table o 
statement showing separately for the years 1921-26 — 

(f) the total number of appeals in each year ; 

(u) the number of appeals from Original Decree valued (a) above, 
and (b) below, Rs. 10,000, respectively; 

(Hi) the number of appeals from Original Order; * 



1927 *] QUESTIONS. S 7 

(iv) the number of second appeals valued (<i) above, and ( b ) 

below, Re. 50, respectively; 

( v ) the number of Privy Council appeals ; ami 

(vi) the respective amounts of court -fees received in respect of 

above appeals!' 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Metnlier 1 h» pleased to lay another statement 
showing for the years 1921-26 — 

( i ) the amounts realised in the Tajier Book Department of the 
High Coutt in Appals from Original Decree and Appeals 
from Original Orders and Privy Council Ap|»enis under the 
following heads: <A^ Translation and examination of ver- 
nacular pajKO's ; ( JO Copying and comparing of English 
papers; (C > Printing and editing; umi <D) Lithography; and 

(it) the amounts lenlised from the sale-proceeds of the 1 upei-lmoks 
of Second Appeals*' 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: <n). <M. tc) and w/> Four 

statements are laid on the table. 

(«) (nt) No |s*rsous fioin other departments ha\e drawn pa\ debit- 
able to the Paper Hook Department on account of their lieing requisi- 
tioned to do the work of that depaitinent. 

(b) 1 ti addition to the pay of the permanent and temporary »taff 
shown altove in reply to q ueat ion 2(«W0, the pay of 8 menials at 
Its. 11 per mensem during the years 1921 and 1922 and of t menials 
at Rs. 11 during the year 1923 and at Us. 15 during the years 1924, 
1925 and 1926, has been debited to the expenditure account of the 
Paj>er Book Department. No commission is paid to any of the employees 
of the depart inent . The actual cost in shown below ; 

Arnwi. Cost. 


Year*. 

Permanent. 

Tpmpor»r) r . 


Rs. 

Rs. 

1921 


45,100 

1922 

... 20,116 

46,027 

192‘t 

... 22,454 

24,556 

1924 

. 25,244 

21,301 

1925 

... 26,475 

22,352 

1926 

... 27,490 

23.188 


[Note - During the year 1921, the Paper Book Department did not 
form a separate entity. The preparation of Paper-booka in Second 

4 
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Appeals has, for many years, been undertaken in the Court's office, 
the staff employed belonging to Judicial Department. When in 1920, 
it was decided that all Paper-books in Civil Appeals should be prepared 
in (he Court's office, the sanction of Government was obtained to the 
creation of several temporary posts to deal with the extra work. The 
temporary posts thus created formed an additional staff of the Judicial 
Department. The Paper Book Department Proper came into being 
in the year 1922; but only the newly-created posts were formally 
transferred to it, the former j>ermanent posts dealing with Second 
Appeals remaining with the Judicial Department, where provision for 
them existed under the budget allotment for the Court's regular perma- 
nent establishment. Tinier the reorganisation of the Appellate Side 
establishment on the recommendation of the High Court Retrench- 
ment Committee during the year 1922, the portion of the permanent 
staff of the Judicial Department which previously dealt with Second 
Appeal Paper-books as also the entire staff of translators, some of whom 
had been employed outside the Paper Book Department ujK>n criminal 
or bench work, were formally transferred from the Judicial Depart- 
ment to the Paper Book Department in order to form a self-contained 
establishment for the preparation of paper-books in all civil appeals. 
The post of the Assistant Registrar was also made permanent with 
effect from July, 1922, on the understanding that he would be placed 
in charge of the Accounts Department, supervision over which was 
formerly exercised by the Registrar, and that* only a moiety of his pay 
would be debited to the expenditure account of the Pajwr Book 

Department. The officer recruited from the Bengal Provincial Service 
for the post of the Assistant Registrai reverted to his 

regular line, and the post of the Assistant Registrar was filled 
by an officer of the Court. The expenditure account of the Paper 
Book Department was, in fact, debited with the cost of the temporary 
ataff otily dining (lie years 1921 and 1922.] 

V (r) (^w) There are no registers from which this information could 

be obtained. Reference would have to be made to the appeals them- 

selves, and this would involve the employment of an additional staff 
and expenditure of much time and labour. 

{< 1 ) Accounts are not maintained according to the detailed heads of 
estimates on which costs of preparation of paper-books are realised 
from the parties. The total amounts of the estimated coat* deposited 
by the parties, either in lump or by instalments, are credited in the 
respective ledger accounts of the appeals concerned, out of which all 
expenditure on account of the cost of preparation of paper-books is met. 
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Tito total amounts realised in the Paper Book Department in 
Appeals from Original Deere**, Apjteals from Original Orders, and 
Privy Council Appeals are shown below:- 


Years. 

R. 

A. 


M. A. 


p. i\ 

A. 



Rs. 

AS 

I*. 

Rs. AS. 

p. 

Rh. 

AH. 

r. 

1921 

52,020 

0 

0 

9,401 11 

8 

16,544 

0 

0 

1922 

1, *19,259 

13 

1 

13,849 11 

10 

22,419 

10 

0 

1920 

1 ,.‘18,77*1 

*» 

3 

10,766 1 

1 

0.982 

0 

0 

1924 

1,32,9.18 

11 

0 

19,848 7 

8 

15,017 

2 

0 

1925 

1 ,59,90*1 

2 

0 

23.030 3 

10 

11,912 

1 

9 

1920 

1,34,874 

10 

6 

19,753 9 

10 

20,039 

15 

6 

The sale-pr< seeds 
given lx*low : 

of pii|>ei- 

1m HI 

k« 

<1 tiling the years 

1921 to 1926 

is 

Year*. 




Amounts. 







Rs. 

AS. 




1921 




27 

10 

0 



1922 




723 

0 

0 



1 92*1 




. . 1,804 

12 

9 



1924 




1,784 

*2 

0 



1925 




. 2,308 

0 

0 



. 1920 




... 1,601 

0 

0 




Statement referred to tn claiue ( a ) (/) of (‘ntfarred Queutiort^o. 10$. 

1921 1% e ' * 

1 Assistant Registrar recruited from the Jtengal Provincial Service 
(Judicial) on his grade pa>. Actual pay drawn at Its. 750 up to 10th 
November, 1921* at Its. 800 from 11th November, 1921. 

4 Editor* at Its. 250 each <2 from 1st January 1921 ; 1 from 9th 
March, 1921, and 1 from 22nd May, 1921). # 

23 Assistants — 1 on Rs. 200 ; 2 on Its. 175 each (1 from 1st January, 
1921, and the other from 9th March, 1921) ; 2 on Rs. 150 each (l from 
1st January, 1921, and the other from 7th June, 1921) ; 2 on Rs. 125 erfeb 
(1 from 9th March, J921, and the other from 7th June, 1921); 14 on 
Rs. 50 each (6 from 1st January, 1921, and 8 from 9th March, 1921); 
2 otfRs. 45 each'ftbm 9th June, 1921. 
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In addition to the above temporary staff, a permanent staff consist- 
ing of a number of translators and assistants of the Judicial Depart- 
ment, who had formerly dealt with the preparation of paper-books in 
Second Appeals under the old system, continued to be employed in the 
preparation of paper-books in such appeals. But as the pay of these 
men was drawn in the permanent establishment of the Court, and as 
the work was not restricted to any of them throughout the year, it is 
not. possible to state the salaries drawn bv them. 

1922 

Permanent staff — ft examiners of translation on a time-scale pay of 
Its. 15ft — 1ft — 25ft (2 on Its. 2ftft ; 1 on Its. 17ft; 2 on Its. Iftft; 1 on 
Its. 150, with iniTemeiits falling due during the year). 

9 Assistants in the lower division time-scale pay of Its. 5ft — 3 — 125 
(2 on Its. 115; 3 on Its. 5ft; 4 on Its. 53.) 

Temporary staff — 1 Assistant Registrar at Rs. Sftft up to 13th June, 
1922, at Rs. (iftft from 14th June, 1922, to 2nd October, 1922, at Its. 650 
from 3rd October, 1922. 

4 Editors at Its. 25ft each. 

23 Assistants (l at Its. 2(H) up to 31st July, 1922, and then abolished; 
2 at Its. 175; 2 at Its. 15ft; 1 at Rs. 125; 1 at Its. 125 up to 31st July, 
1922, and then u< Rs. 80; 14 at Rs. 50; 2 at Rs. 45). 


1923 

Permanent stuff— 1 Assistant Registrar at its. 200 with effec t from 
3rd July, 1923. (The post of the Assistant Registrar has been made 
permap^pt on a pay of Rs. 400 — 25/2 — 450 with effect from 3rd July, 
1923, and only u moiety of his pay is to la* debited to the Paper Book 
Depart jpent). 

ft Examiners of translation on a time-scale pay of Its. 150 — 10 — 250 
(2 on Its. 210; 1 on Its. 180; 2 on Its. 17ft; 1 on Us. 160; with incre- 
ments falling due during the year). 

9 Assistants in the lower division time-scale pay of Its. 50 — 3 — 125 
(2 on Its. 120; 3 on Rs. 59; 4 on Rs. 5ft). 

Temporary staff — l Assistant Registrar nt Rs. 650 up to 2nd July, 
1923. 

2 Editors at Us. 250 each. 

' 20 Assistants (2 at Rs. 150 up to 31st May, 1923, and then replaced 

by 2 Assistants at Us. 45 from 1st June, 1923; 1 at Its. 125; 1 at Rs. 80; 
13 at Its. 50; 1 at Rs. 50 up to 17th June, 1923, and then replaced by 
1 Assistant at Rs. 45 from 18th June, 1923 ; 2 at Rs. 45). 
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Permanent staff — 1 Assistant Registrar at IU. 200. 

6 Examiners of translation on a time-scale pay of Its. |5(V — 10 — 250 
(2 on Its. 220; 1 on Its. 190; 2 on its. ISO; 1 on Its. 170: with incre- 
ments falling clue during the year). 

9 Assistants in the lower division time-scale pay of Its. 50- 8 — 125 
(2 on Its. 1 2o : 5 on Its. (52 ; 4 on Us. 59) — three allowances <0 Its. 20 
each from 22nd April. 1924. 

Temporal} staff— 2 Editois at Its. 250 up to list Match. 1921. ami 
then at Its. 200 from 1st April. 1924. 

20 Assistants (I at Its. 120; 1 at U>. SO up to 81st March, 1924, uml 
then at Its. 85 from 1st April, 1924 ; 18 at Its. 50 up to 81st Mured). 
1924, and then at Its. 58 from 1st Aptil, 1924; 8 at Its. 45; 2 at Its. 45 
up to 81st April, 1924, and at Its. 50 from 1st May 1924 three allow- 
ances of Its. 20 each from 22nd April, 1924). 


1925 


Permanent staff — 1 Assistant Resist rar at Its. 200. 

0 Examiners of tiuiisiution on a tune-scale pay of Its. 150- 10 — 250 
<2 on Its. 28(1; I on Its. 200; 2 on Its. 190; I on Its. ISO with incre- 
ments falling due dining the \eai ). 

9 Assistants m the lowei division tune-scale pav of Its. 50 8-— 125 

<2 on Its. 125; 8 on Its. 05; 8 on Its, 02; | on Its. 02 up to 80th Kep- 
teinher, 1925, and at Its. 74 from 1st Octohei, 1925 — three allowances of 
Its. 20 each from 22nd April, 1924). 

Tem|Hirary staff — 2 Editors on a tune-scale pax of Its. 250^-4.0 — 800 
(both on Its. 200 with increments falling 1 due during the yew). 

1 Assistant on a fixed pay of Its. 125. 

19 Assistants in the lower division time-scale pax of Its. 45 — 45— 
50 — 8 — 125 (1 on Its. 88: 18 on Its. 58; 2 on Us. 50; 2 on Its, 45 up 
to 81st May, 1925, and Its. 50 from 1st June, 1925; 1 on Rs. 45 — 
three allowances of Its. 20 each from 22nd April, 1924). 


1 920 

Permanent staff — 1 Assistant Registrar at Its. 200. 

6 Examiners of translation ou a time-scale pay of Rs. 150 — 10 — 250 
(2 on Ra. 240; 1 on 1 U. 210; 2 on R*. 200: l on Its. 190 with inoia- 
ments falling due during the year). 
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9 Assistants in the lower division time-scale pay of Rs. 50 — 3 — 125 
(3 on Us, 325 up to 30th November, 1926, and then replaced by an 
assiiHaiit on Jls. 45 from 1st December, 1926; 1 on Rs. 125; 1 on 
Rs. 77; 3 on Rs. 68; 3 on Us. 65 — three allowances of Rs. 20 each 
from 22nd April, 3924). 

Temporary staff — 2 Editors on a time-scale pay of Rs. 250 — 10 — 300 
(1 on Rs. 270; 1 on Its. 270 up to 19th March, 1926, and then replaced 
by another at Us. 250 up to 26th August, 1926, and then at Rs. 270 
with increments falling due during the year). 

1 Assistant on a fixed pay of Its. 125. 

19 Assistants in the lower division time-scale pay of Rs. 45 — 45 — 
60 — 3 — 126 (1 on Rs. 86; 12 on Us. 66: 2 on Rs. 53; 2 on Rs. 50 
and 2 on Rs. 45 — three allowance* of It*. 20 each from 22nd April, 
1924). 

Of the above staff two are M.A., 31. Ls.. two M. As., one B.A., B.L., 
and eight B.As. 


Statement A referred to tti clause (a) (ii) of Unstarred Question 

No. m. 

NaMKS Of Til K VAKTI.N WHO UNDERTAKE TRANSLATIONS OF VERNACULAR 

papers in Civil Appeals. 


1. 

Halm Murontlra Nath Boats No. II 



Since 1022. 

2. 

Balm Jitcmlra Kumar Hon (lupin 



Sim* 1022. 

3. 

Babu Jyotia Chaiutm Uuha 



Him* 1022. 

4. 

Babu BhutHmr Haider 



Sim* 1022. 

ft. 

Babu Tarakonwar Nath Mitrn 



Him* 1022. 

a. 

Rabu Amulya Chandra Hon 



Him* 1022. 

7. 

Babu Hurondni Nath Bum (Senior) 



Him* 1022. 

IK 

Babu Biuuutri Lai Sarkar 



Sim* 1022. 

*. 

Babu Pmfulla < liamlra Na$r 



Sm<* 1022. 

10. 

liabu Paeupali (ihoah 



Him* 1022. 

11. 

Balm Hermyendra Nath Palit 



Him* 1022. 

12. 

Babu Urukramdait Chakrabutty 



Hinoo 1022. 

13. 

Rabu Jatindra Mohan (liowilhury 



Since 1022. 

14. 

Babu Priya Nath I>utU 



Sine* 1022. 

1ft. 

Babu Hat in Ommlra Chowdluiry 



Since 1022. 

16. 

Babu Promotlui Nath Mitra 



Sim* 1023. 

n. 

Babu Jatindra Nath Hanyal 



Since 1023. 

la. 

Babu Maui Lai Bhattarharjya 



Him* 1023. 

it>. 

Babu Hwrenrlra Mohan Ohoah 



Since 1023. 

20. 

Babu Abtnaah OiandfA Ghoah 



Him* 1923. 

21. 

Babu Durga Cbarao Boy Chowdhurv 



Since 1923. 

22. 

Babu &ipin t handm Boa* 



Since 1923. 

23. 

Babu ftaaarihar Roy (Senior) 



Since 1923* 

24. 

Babu Nairndn Nath Chowdhury 


.. 

Since 1923. 
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20. 

Babt* Ban Behari Sarkar . , 


' .. Since 1923* 

26. 

Baba Satis Chandra Munsi 


• • Since 1 922 

27. 

Baba Banna Lai Chatterjee 

# 

.. Since 1923, 

28. 

Babu Satis Chandra Ohowdhury 


.. Since 1023. 

29. 

Babu Jynfcir Mohan Bhattacliarjya 


. . Since 1923. 

30. 

Babu Krishna Lai Banerjee 


.. Since 1923. 

31. 

Babu Santirooy Mazumdar 


. . Since 1923. 

32. 

Babu Birendra Kumar Do 

, , 

.. Sine© 1923. 

33. 

Babu Kanai I)hon Dutt 


.. Since 1023. 

34. 

Babu Abani Nath Bhatoharyvn 

, , 

.. Sine* 1923. 

35. 

Babu Bhupendra Kumar Ghosh 

# , 

.. Since 1923. 

30. 

Babu Mukunda Bohan Mallick 


.. Since 1923. 

37. 

Babu Hemendra Kumar Das 


. . Since 1923. 

3H. 

Babu Ratnendni Mohan Mazumdar 


. . Since 1923. 

39. 

Babu Benodo I^al Mookhcrjec 


.. Since 1023. 

40. 

Babu Gnpal Chandra Das 


. • Si mi* 1028. 

41. 

Babu Dharinadas Sot 


. . Since 1023. 

42. 

Babu Pare* Lai Shorn** 


. . Since 1023. 

43. 

Babu Chandra Sckhar Sen 


.. Since 1023. 

44. 

Babu Bhanindra I^all Mnitra 


. . Since 1923. 

45. 

Babu Debondra Nath Bain- hi 


. . Since 1023. 

40. 

Babu Binode Lai Mukhorpi* 


Since 1023. 

47. 

Babu Probodh Chandra Kar 


. . Since 1923. 

4K. 

Babu Sarut ('hitndm Muklmrji^ 


. . Since 1023. 

49. 

Babu ('ham Chandra Bhnttachnrvva 


.. Si mi* 1023. 

50. 

Babu Man Mohan Banerpi* 


.. S mu* 1023. 

51. 

Babu Nakuhwwar Muklicrjce 


.. Since 1023. 

62. 

Babu Xarcndm Nath Sot 


. . Since 1023. 

53. 

Babu Bbu|Mmdra Chninlra (iulm 


. . Since 1923. 

54. 

Maulvi AminiHldm Almas) 


Since 1923. 

55. 

Babu (’hani Chandra Hhat taolus ryy a 


Since 1924. 

50. 

Babu Mohoa ('bandra Hauorjeo 


Since 1024. 

57. 

Babu I^alit Mohan Moitra 


Since 1024. 

6H- 

Maulvi Mohammad Akram 


Since 1024 

59. 

Syed Nawdier Ali 


Since 1024 

m. 

Syed Md. SoaduJIa 


. . Since 1024, 

61. 

Babu Satyendra Kisor (Hindi 


.. Since 1024. 

02. 

Babu \ri|a*ndra Chandra Das 


.. Sinn* 1924. 

63. 

Babu Probudli Kumar Do# 


.. Since \UU 

64. 

Babu Indu Bhustan Hov 


. . Since (024:* 

65. 

Babu Pan* Clumdra Mitra 


. . Since 1024. 

60. 

Babu Jnan Chandra Hoy 


. . Since 1024. 

07. 

llabu Siair Kumar Ghoaat 


. . Since 1024. 

08. 

Babu Saroj Kumar Chatterjee 


. . Since 1924. 

60. 

Babu Kali Kinluur Chakraburtty 


. . Since >924. 

7a 

Babu Charu Chandra Chowdhurv . . 


.. Since 1924. 

71. 

Babu Samarendra Kumar Dutta 


. . Since 1924. 

72. 

Babu Hemoudra Kumar Daa 


.. Since 1924. 

73. 

Babu Dionb Chandra Roy 


.. Since 1024. 

74. 

Babu Btreswar Bagchi 

. . 

.. Since 1924. 

76. 

Babu Stair Kumar Ohoeal 

. . 

Since 1924, 

70. 

Babu Binode Lai Mukherjce 


.. Since 1924. 

77, 

Babu Beooyentlra Proahad Bagehi 

. , 

.. Since 1924. 

70, 

Babu Harandm Nath If tskiwijee .. 

. . 

.. Since 1924. 
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70. 

Babu Someawar P. Mukherjee 

Since 1024. 

SO, 

Bobu Dwijendra Krishna Dutta 

. . Since 1024. 

* 01. 

Babu Narendra Krishna Basu 

. . Since 1024. 

82. 

Babu Raj Kumar Chakraburtty 

Since 1024. 

88. 

Babu Annada Charan Karkoon 

. . Since 1924. 

84. 

Babu Bankim Cliandra Banerjee . . 

. . Since 1924. 

85. 

Babu Sarat Cliandra Mukherjee f . 

. . Since 1924. 

80. 

Babu Hurendra Kumar I)a« Gupta 

. . Since 1924. 

87. 

Babu Charu Chandra Sen 

. . Since 1924. 

88. 

Babu Sommwar Mukherjee 

.. Since 1924. 

80. 

Babu Bhagiruth Cliandra Das 

Since 1924. 

00. 

Babu Hurendra Mohan Ghosh 

. . Since 1924. 

01. 

Babu Nikunja Behnri Hoy 

.. Since 1924. 

92. 

Babu Subodh Chandra Hoy Chowdhurv 

. . Since 1924. 

03. 

Babu Jyotinh Cb. Cuba 

. . Since 1924. 

04. 

Babu Sachindra Kumar Hoy 

. . Since 1924. 

«fi. 

Babu Profulla Kamal Das 

. . Since 192ft. 

96. 

Babu Profulla Ch. Nag 

.. Since 1925. 

97. 

Babu Pormonand Lahiri 

.. Since 1925. 

08. 

Babu Harendra Nath Dutt 

. . Since 1925. 

99. 

Babu Cham Chandra Sen 

. . Since 1925. 

100. 

Babu Manmatha Nath Roy (Junior) 

Since 1925. 

101. 

Babu Sajani Kant Nag 

.. Since 1925. 

102. 

Babu Bhiipendra Kishore Basu 

.. Since 1925 

108. 

Babu Panchanan Chowdhury 

. . Smco 1925. 

104. 

Babu Kanai l.al Saha 

. . Since 1925. 

10ft. 

Babu Navadwip Chandra Saha 

. . Since 1 925. 

106. 

Babu A run Chandra Basu 

.. Since 1925. 

107. 

Babu Binm) Cliandra I)«« Gupta 

. . Since 1925. 

108. 

Maulvi Mohammad Nural Huq Chowdhi r\ 

.. Since 1925. 

109. 

Babu Pores Chandra Sen 

.. Since 1925. 

110. 

Babu Radliika Han j an Guha 

.. Since 1925. 

111. 

Babu Profulla Dhon Bose 

. . Since 1925. 

112. 

Babu Phanindra Nath Das 

Since 1925. 

113. 

Babu Krisua Kiaor B&sak 

Since 1025. 

114. 

Babu Asita Hanjan Ghosh 

Since J925. 

lift. 

Babu Sanat Kumar Chatterjc 

. . Since 1925. 

116. 

Babu Jahnabi Chandra Das Gupta 

. . Since 1925. 

117. 

Babu Rajeiuira Chandra Guha 

.. Since 1925. 

118. 

Babu Debend ra Nath Bhattacliaryya 

. . Since 1925. 

119. 

Babu Byomkes Baau 

. . Since 1025. 

120, 

Babu lndu Prokas ('hatterjee 

.. Since 1025. 

121, 

Babu Hamani Mohan Cluster jee 

.. Since 1025. 

m. 

Babu Satyendra Chandra Sen 

.. Since 1916. 

123. 

Babu Apurba Outran Mukherjee . . 

.. Since 1918* 

124. 

Babu Romes Chandra Pal 

.. Since 1916. 

126. 

Babu Biraj Mohan Roy 

Since 1916. 

126, 

Babu Mahendra Kumar Ghosh 

.. Since 1916. 

127. 

Babu Hari Cliaran Baser ji , , 

. . Since 1916. 

128. 

Babu Subodh Chandra Dutta 

.. Since 1 m. 

129. 

Babu Gour Mohan Dutta 

, .. Since 1916 

130, 

Babu Ham Kumar Baau 

.. Since 1996* 

131. 

Babu Kiran Mohan Sarfcar 

.. Since 1917. 
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Besides the abovenamkd vakils thf^ following gentlemen have 

BEEN WORKING AS EXTRA VAKIL TRANSLATORS SINCE THE 'TEASE 
NOTED AGAINST THEM. 


1. 

Babu Syoma Charan Moitra 



25th May 1921. 

2. 

Babu Tarit Mohan Das 



25th May 1921. 

3. 

Babu Nagendra Nath BhattAcharyva 



25th May 1021. 

4. 

Babu Dhmmdra Knalmti Roy . . 



25th May 1921. 

ft. 

Babu Ajrndra Nath Dutta 



25th May 1921. 

6. 

Babu Nil Kanta Ghoah 



25th May 1921. 

7. 

Babu Surja Kumar Ai<h 



25th May 1921. 

8 . 

Babu Nil liAtan Banorjoo 



2ft th Mu\ 1921. 

1*. 

Babu Satia C'handra Bhaltacharv \ a 



25th May 1921. 

10 

Babu Horn Chandra Son 



25th May 1021. 

11. 

Babu Bhtiban Mohan Saba 



25th May 1021. 

12. 

Babu Indu UIuihaii Mazumdur 



2nd Auguat 1922. 

13. 

Babu Katindra Nath Rov Oiowdhun 



2nd Auguat 1922. 

14. 

Babu Aautoah Banorjta* 



2nd August 1922. 

1ft. 

Babu Khagondra Nath M it tor 



2nd Auguat 1922. 

I«. 

Babu Nirod Bandhu Roy 



2nd Auguat 1922. 

17. 

Babu Mamndrn Nath Palit 



2ml Auguat 1922. 

18. 

Babu Promotha Nath Baaorjoo 



2nd Auguat 1922. 

19. 

Babu Proaanta Bhuaan Gupta 



2nd Auguat 1922. 

20. 

Babu Panohanan Ghoahul 



2nd Auguat 1922. 

21. 

Babu Promotha Nath Mukliorp** 



2nd Auguat 1922. 

22. 

Babu Huiode liolmn M ukhorjo** 



2nd Auguat 1922. 

23. 

Babu JSaroda ProHanna Roy 



2nd Auguat 192ft. 

24. 

Babu Satmdra Chandra Khaanabix 



29th May 192ft. 

25. 

Babu Satva Charan Chandra 



20th May 192ft. 

Statement H referred to in the clause 

(ei) {it) 

of r 

n starred Question 


Xo. m. 


List of Extra Typists employed in the Taper Book Department 

(PAID ON THE PIECE-SYSTEM AT THE RATE OF 1 ,2<K) WORDS Pit 
RUPEE). 

1, Babu Nibaran Chandra Paul. 

3. Babu Nanda Lai Mukharji. 

3. Mauivi Nadir All, 

4. Babu Rad ha Prasad Verma (amor dara a wrd). 

ft. Babu Surendra Nath Cihoah. 

6 Babu Bijandi* Nath Boat). 

7. Babu Manmatha Nath Banarji. 

6. Babu Mukunda Median Boae. 

9. Babu Tuba Charan Chakra varty . 

10. Babu Dabendra Nath Chataqi. 

11. Babu Sharoahi Mohan Ray Chaudhuri. 

11 Babu BboU Nath Mukharji. 
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Number of piece-work readers remunerated from costs realised from 
parties — 

5 paid at the fixed rate of Rs, 30 per mensem. 

5 paid on the piece-system at the rate of one anna per page. 

Total 10 


Statement C referred to in the clause (c) of Unstarred Question 
No. 105. 

(i) Appeals registered in each of the years 1921 to 1926 — 


Yaai*. 

Appeal* from 
Original 
Dwrww, 

ApjwaU from 
Appellate 
Ikrw'd. 

Apfwala fron 

Original. 

Onler* — 

Appellate. 

Total. 

1921 

220 

2,605 

23! 

145 

3,20! 

1922 

331 

2.692 

230 

179 

3,432 

J923 

258 

2.796 

240 

1K7 | 

3,481 

1924 

21M» 

2,500 

257 

19k I 

3,245 

1925 

264 

2,700 

293 

220 : 

3,477 

1926 

220 

2,740 

314 

174 ! 

i 

3,448 


(//) Appeals from Oiiginal Decrees — 


Year*. 

Number of api>eal>« 
Mow K*. 10,000 
in value. 

X umber of appeal* 
valued at R*. 
10,000 and above. 

X umber of appeal* 
not valued. 

Total. 

1921 

120 

56 

44 

230 

mt 

185 

71 

75 

33) 

ms 

148 

70 

40 

258 

1924 

146 

92 

52 

290 

1925 

155 

73 

36 

264 

4929 

128 

53 

37 

220 


(ni) See clause (t) above. 
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(tv) Appeals from Appellate Decrees — 


Years. 

Xuraber of ap[>eali» 
not exceeding Rs. 50 
m value. 

Number of appeals 
exceeding R*. 50 
in value. 

Total. 

1921 


795 

1.810 

2.605 

1922 


701 

1,991 

2.692 

1923 


866 

1,930 

2.796 

1924 


676 

1,824 

2,500 

1925 


737 

1.963 

2,700 

1926 


934 

• i 

1.806 

2,740 


(Note. — These figures include d) rases not valued; (2) eases under 
Chapter XI of the llengul Tenancy Act; aud (3) analogous hatches 
of eases consisting of ‘appeals, some of which are valued above and 
some below Ks. 50.] 


(v) Privy Council Appeal* — 





Number of np|MwiU. 

1921 



32 

1922 



52 

1923 


; 

165 

1924 


. . i 

37 

1925 



*« 

1926 


i 
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Motion for Adjournment. 

Miulvi ABUL KA8EM: 1 have given a notice tor moving the 
adjournment of the House to-day, in nrdei to draw attention to a mutter 
of definite aud urgent public impoitance. 1 have your written permis- 
sion to ask the leave of the House to move the same. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is there ant objection to that motion being 
moved ? 

The Hon’bla Mr. J. DONALD: Sir, I do not object to the motion 
being moved, but I should like to draw your attention, Sir, in connec- 
tion with the time which you will fix for the discussion of this motion 
to the fact that there are only two days allotted for the dissuasion of 
the motions for reduction under the beud M General Administration 
There are 107 motions for reductions under this head, and I suggest 
that this fact should. lie taken into account when considering this qusa- 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 take it that Mr. Abul Kasem ha* the leave of 
the House to move his motion ; but a very reasonable request has been 
made by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald, and I -want to know if the member 
who intends to move this motion has got anything to say against it. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: I could not follow the Hon’ble Finance 
Member. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Member stated that having regard 
to the heavy list before m and to the fact that we have to go through 
it by to-morrow, it is for consideration whether this motion should be 
taken lutcr on or not. 

MftUlvi ABUL KA8EM: I think also that, the time allotted for the 
discussion of the motions is very limited, but the proper course to 
remedy the defect would be to begin the meetings earlier, and if we 
have to finish the list by to-morrow, I think it will be better to add 
two hours to to-morrow’s sitting in t lie afternoon and allow my motion 
to be moved to-day, because it is u matter of very urgent importance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you can discuss that. The allot- 
ment of time is His Excellency’s prenegative. 

Mr. <1. M* SEN GUPTA: As you have already allowed Mr. Donald 
to say -something, may I also he allowed to point out that so far as this 
House is concerned, I think I have never seen two day** feeing allotted 
for a particular grant. My point is this — this is the first time that 
instead of specifying hours for discussion of a particular grunt, ‘‘days” 
have been mentioned. The result is that if there is a motion for the 
adjournment of the House, then no one knows how many hours or what 
time a particular grant will have. If the Council gives leave to the 
hon'ble member to move the motion for adjournment to-day. the result 
will lie that two hours would be taken away from a partieular grant. 
Therefore*, I was suggesting that a reference may he made to His 
Excellency by you, Sir, having regard to the importance of the motion 
and having regard to the fac t that by moving it we should lose two 
hours from a particular grant. The matter should be referred to His 
Excellency, so that he may grunt certain more hours for the discussion 
of the grant. 

Mr^ PRESIDENT: I do not think it is at all possible for me to refer 
this matter to His Excellency. His decision on the point should be 
taken as final. On the other hand, yon must admit that it is absolutely 
impossible to foresee the adjournment of the House over any question. 
I should like the mover of the motion to satisfy me that his case would 
be affected if bis motion is put off to some other day. If he is able to 
make out a case, I will consider it. 
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Mtttlvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir. even if the Houie'takee up thia motion 
any other day, it would be the same as the House, I thiuk, aits only 
up to 5-30. I do not think any business can be transacted that day. 
So the question may be settled by having Saturday aud Monday 
reserved for the discussion of motions under General Administration. 
My motion refers to a matter of very great and urgent public import* 
ance — to an incident which hapj>ened 9 days ago when there was no 
sitting of the House and no action could be token. Some steps will 
have to be taken by Government in the matter. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Do not mind my interrupting you. What I 
simply want to know is whether there is any chance of your ease being 
prejudicially affected if it is put off, sav , to Monday. I do not want 
you to go into details, but simply tell me how it is going to be affected. 

Mftulvi ABUL KA8EM: I do not*know what you mean by affecting 
my case. As regards its urgem y it is well known that there is a 
considerable tension of feeling over this question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am sony >ou are going into details. Will you 
simply point out bow your case will suffer in case I fix Monday for the 
discussion of the motion. If it is not affected, I think public interest 
demands that you should yield to the request of the Hon ’hie the Finance 
Member. 

8ir ABD-URRAHIM: Sir, over this question there is very great 
excitement and there is un intense feeling in the land, and we want, 
by moving this motion us by placing before the House the facts that 
have transpired and have caused such great feeling, we want to allay 
that feeling as far as possible. Therefore, we think that this mutter 
is of very urgent iin|>ortance, and I beg to suggest to you that it is 
always the practice when a motion for adjournment is asked for to have 
it discussed the same day, for the law provides that a motion for 
adjournment can only be moved when it is of definite and urgent 
importance. In this case the feeling is very intense and people are 
excited, and it is our duty to see that that feeling subsides and is 
allayed as soon as possible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no question about that. I know that 
the matter is urgent and that is why T have given my consent to the 
motion being put. But it has been {minted out that we have to take 
up other motions of great public importance, which we have got to 
finish by to-morrow, and it will be in the public interest if we put off 
Mr. Kaaem’s motion to Monday. I do not think any case has been 
made out to the effect that the motion for adjournment would he pre- 
judicially affected if it is put off to Monday. 
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fir ABD4JR-RAHIM: Sir, if it is put off to any other day, the effect 
would be thnaaame, that is to say,* two hours will be taken out from 
some other department. 

'* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That argument has already been advanced. In 
my opinion no case has been made out to show that Mr. Kasem’a 
motion will be prejudic ially affected in case it is put off to Monday. I, 
therefore, fix Monday and 2*30 r.M. as the time for this motion. It 
will be taken up immediately after the questions are put and answered. 

Mr. d. M. SEN GUPTA; May I ask, Sir, whether the 15 minutes 
that we have lost to-day would be added to to-morrow’s sitting or to- 
day’s? Although we were summoned to attend here at 2-30, we 
started tft quarter to three, and my enquiry is this, whether the House 

will sit either to-day or to-morrow 15 minutes longer. 

» 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Should you not leave such matters to the discre- 
tion of the Chair? In fact, it is up to me to commence the business 
of the Council a few minutes later, if circumstances required it, as it 
is in ray discretion to adjourn the Council when necessary. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

Budget Corrections. 

The HOft’blt Mr. <1. DONALD: Sir, 1 beg to present a memorandum 
to the House showing certain corrections made in the revised estimate 
for 192(1-27 and the budget estimate for 1927-28. It will be seen that 
our revenues for this year ure not so good as they were when I 
presented the budget the other day. I do not propose, however, to 
make any change in the budget for next year. I do not wish to take 
up the time of the House for any length of time, but I should like to 
refer very briefly to one or two points which were raised during the 
discussion on the budget last week. There* was a lot of criticism over 
the procedure and form of our budget discussion as well as of the form 
of the budget itself. If memln»rs would come round to roe or to 
Mr. Woodhead in Writers* Buildings, we will be very glad to explain * 
to them much more clearly what they have found difficulty in under- 
standing. 

Sir, some members have made remarks a (tout my self-complacency in 
regard to this budget. Well, I would like to say that tny position Is 
this that although I am satisfied in one respect, I am far from aatiafied 
In another respect. I am satisfied with the present position in that we 
have money to carry on ; we can balance income and expenditure. This 
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is quite ditfiHut from the sit us t ion when I took charge of the^wenue* 
of the province, .when it was a master of great difficult* to make end* 
meet. Even now, after having added to our commitment*, we 
meet exiting expenditure. Where 1 am not satisfied is that our 
finances are not such as anil enable us to ensure development and fro* 
gress and will not be so unless we get both greater elasticity in our 
sources of revenue as well as additional sources of revenue. But 1 do, 
not wish the Council to think that because we have been uble to baIanoe> 
our income with our expenditure that our financial position is such that 
we can meet our needs. I am at the momeut somewhat worried about 
our stamp revenue, but the present departure cannot last for ever, and 
our financial position should improve in coming years. 

Most of the criticisms had reference to matters of u detrimental 
character, ami J will leave the llon'ble Members and Ministers in charge 
of the Departments to deal with them as they feel necessary. There 
is just one subject on which 1 should like to say something — a matter 
which was referred to by some sjteukers last week. 1 refer to the public 
health organisation scheme. As some speakers have remarked, 1 was 
handed by Mr. l)as a scheme for public health organisation. 1 passed 
it on to the Depai tnient concerned, and the scheme has been under 
examination in that Department since that time. There has been delay 
due to Dr. Bentley s absence. 1 had not much to say upon this schema; 
wheu the budget was presented. A provision of ft*, d lakhs had been 
made in the budget for two successive years in the hope that the scheme 
would inatiue. In allowing this, I waned the observuuoe of u rule- 
which forbids the Finance Department from putting into a budget 
schemes ulibh they have not seen or examined. 1 was not inclined to. 
waive this rule a third time, und so I stirred up and us a result 

of that I can tell the (ouiicil to-day that we have accepted in principle 
a scheme prepared by l)r. llentlev, which follows, I may say, that 
suggested by Mr. Das for a public health organisation in Bengal. 
When curried out to the full this scheme will entail a .very consider*, 
able sum of expenditure, between Rs. 11 and Rs. 12 lakhs. But a, 
beginning will He made in the coming year with the Its. H lakhs pro- 
vided in the budget. It is, of course, not possible for several reason* 
to introduce a big scheme of this kind all at once throughout the pro-, 
Vince, I shall leave it to the Hon'ble Minister to explain this when he. 
introduces the demand for public health. All that I will nay now i» 
that should the scheme be successful in its initial stages, it should be 
in full working order within a very short period; I think. Sir, this ia 
a good answer to those who have criticised our action with regard to, 
Mr. Das’* scheme. 

Or. BIDHAR CHANDRA ROTS May T enquire how long it will* 
take to put the whole scheme through £ 
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Th» Hon’bft Mr. 4 . DONALD: As I have already 1 leave it to 
the Hon’ble Minister to explain Retails; it will, I believe, take three 
years. It will require about six hundred doctors. \ . 

There is only one other point to which I should like to refer and 
that is with regard to the remarks made by the hon’ble member for 
the Dacca University in connection with our settlement, I had hoped 
that I would be able to deal at some length with this question in con* 
section with the resolution regarding the export duty on jute — a reso- 
lution which was not however reached. Since previous discussions on 
this question, we have had the report and the recommendations of the 
Taxation Enquiry Committee. Now, the Taxation Enquiry Committee 
in considering the allocation of revenues between Provincial and Central 
made certain suggestions in regard to dividing “ Income-tax ” between 
the Central Government and the provinces, and expressed the opinion 
that if equilibrium could be secured by the use of income-tax as a 
balancing factor, it was undesirable to use other balancing factors such 
as export duties, including that on jute, if it could be avoided. On 
this question 1 should like to refer this Rouse to that part of the speech 
made by the Hon’ble Sir Basil Blackett in the Assembly last August 
where he referred to the suggestion of the Taxation Enquiry Committee 
for adding elasticity to provincial finances by giving the provinces 
A larger share in the proceeds of taxes as income and for taking back 
4< non-Judicial Stamps ” for the Central Government. As he indicated 
in that speech, local Governments were addressed. answered the 

reference ami, following on our expression of opinion on the suggestions 
made, we added a request — following on the recommendations made to 
us by this Council — for the allocation to us of the export duty on jute. 
Well, Sir, this matter is still under discussion. A change has been 
made in the original proposals and is Wing considered, as will be 
•apparent from the Hon’ble Sir Basil Blackett’s recent Budget speech, 
with regard to the division of “ Stamps T hostel, Sir, that this parti- 
cular matter will be settled by this time next year. But it will remain 
to be seen whether even a settlement by this means will be adequate 
"to the needs of Bengal. v 

Mhi NAUNIRANJAN SARKER: On a point of order. Sir. Can 
•the Hon’ble Member take up the time which has been allotted for the 
discussion of " General Administration ” by making a general speech ? 

Thi HonTB# Mr. J. DONALD: If the Council think that I am 
wasting their time then, perhaps, I had better sit down. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you are perfectly justified in making the 
etatement. 
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TIN IMlflp* Mr. 4 . DONALD: Ah I »as going to say, we may wait 
and see wSwAjw-with regard to thw division of revenue* now under non* 
sideration, a settlement satisfactory to Bengal will be evolved. The 
permanent remission of our provincial contribution seem* now well 
assured, but if the final conclusions on the modification of the settle- 
ment now being examined do not meet Bengal’s needs and claims, we 
shall have again to push in the matter. 

Mtllhri ABUL KA8EM: On a point of order. Sir. You have very 
kindly fixed Monday for the adjournment motion, but may l enquire. 
Sir. that in case I cease to lie n member of this House, w ill you permit 
somebody else to move that ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Provided I get intimation Wfore the business of 
the House lias commenced. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

22. — Central Administration. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: tin the recommendation of His 
Kxcellencv the (jtovetnoi, I beg to move that a *um of Its. lie 

granted for expenditure under the iiead "22. — General Administration 
(page <»2, Civil Estimate*.". 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Ks. -1,000 under the head *‘ 22A. — Staff and Household of the 
Governor — Subscription to Imlian News Agency Telegrams (page Oil, 
Civil Estimate) ” be /efused. 

Mr. President, my motion is such a modest one in comparison with 
the lofty and ambitious sc hemes that will come later on — specially the 
determined onslaught upon the carpets and upholstery of His Excellency 
the Governor — that I am almost reluctant to move it. But somehow or 
other, 1 cannot War this Indian News Agency business. The Indian News 
Agency or I. N. A., so fur as I understand it, is only a Benami concern 
transac ting business on behalf of the Associated Press of India. The 
Associated Press itself is a limited liability concern doing business for 
the benefit of its own share-holders. The telegrams crhich are circulated 
by the Indian News Agency are really the same as those sent out by the 
Associated Press; and the telegrams which the Government Members 
are supposed to receive through the Indian News Agency appear also 
next morning in the newspapers through the agency of the Associated 
Press. In such circumstances, I do not know why any part, even a 
trifling part, of the taxpayers’ money should be wasted in paying a 

5 



H 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[11th Ma». 


subscription which is nothing more than a subsidy ta a certain news 
agency. But this is not all. Though the subscripj#MLr fm» been put 
down in the budget at the modest sum of Its. 3,000, it has a tendency to 
creep up in an inexplicable way. Thus, last year a provision of 
Rs. 2,500 was made for this purpose, but the revised budget estimates 
show that you have already spent Rs. 0,900 on this head : and though 
this year also a modest provision of Rs. 3,000 has been made, there is 
no guarantee that it will not mount up to, say, Rs. 7,500. And I submit 
that an expenditure of Rs. 7,500 for the purpose of subsidising a news 
agency is an extravagant waste, not to be permitted by the Council. 

With these words I beg to commend my motion to the Council. 

THfl Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: This demand is made for tela^ 
grains, not for the Private Secretary’s personal benefit, but for the benefit 
of His Excellency the Governor. They are addressed to the Private 
Secretary simply; they are not addressed to His Excellency direct* I 
think the House will admit that His Excellency should be posted with 
the latest news. As far as I <‘an understand, the hon’ble mover of the 
motion does not object to His Excellency getting the information, hut 
he objects to the source from which he gets it. 1 do not, however, know 
from which other source His Excellency 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Muy T enquire if His Excellency would. not 
he an fully |>osted with information by subscribing to the Associated 
Press}' 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is it not a fact that the 
Indian News Agency ns also Associated Press Agency generally supply 
news much biter than their publication in newspapers? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A,*N. MOBERLY: T do not know whether theie is 
any other sntiiee. All that I tint concerned with iv that HU Excellency 
should get the latest news. 


The motion that the demand of Rs. 3,tH>0 under the head “ 22A. — 
Staff and Household of the Governor — Subscription to Indian News 
Agency Telegrams" be refused was then put and a division taken with 
the following result : — 


AYES. 


Altai, Maulvi lysd Mubammai. 
Abamai, Maulvi Atimuiiin. 
Abamas, Maulvi Katirutfdin. 

Ali, Maulvi tyvd Nauabsr. 
Atkiultam Maulvi byai Mi. 
•at**!, Babu bsmaa Cbaudra. 
takab, Maulvi Kabur. 
banarjaa, fir. Pramatbanatb. 
•anurias, tabu Prams* ba Natb. 
•absrjaa, Mr. A. C. 
i bbuarlas, tabu ilt nira tal. 
Sam, babu baii bsbbar. 


Itiu, Mr. P. C. 
biaaaa, babu iu raw ira Natb. 
biiaraa, Maulvi AMul Latif. 
baas, babu bsjay Kriabaa. 
bast, Mr. t. 0. 

Cbakrsvsrti, babu fiabtaira Cbaoirm. 
Cbakraburtty, babuiatMn Natb. 
Cbattsriaa, babu Urnat CAaaira. 
Cbattsrisa, firijut bijay Kumar. 
Cbauibari, Mr. M. Atbraf AN Kbaa. 
Obtai bari, Hal. Naraairaaatb. 

VMMMIVBvf) mWOTvs NRBuMIIB AIBVBi 
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oat Bupta, Or. d, a. 

Ostia, Babu Aklp Omnn. 

Dtttt, Baba luli aair. 
filMM, Mu Amarahfcra Nat*. 

Outran, Maulvi AWil. 

BaU, Mr. MOO C M M rt. 

Mann, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axitul. 
HaiN, Maxi KrmMhI. 

HMiK Naval Musharraf, (Than 
laiaiur. 

Nwb Khm Bahadur Maulvi Ekramtil. 
Husain, Maalvi tyad Maabul. 

Karim, Maalvi Abtfal. 

Kutm, Maalvi Abut. 

Khan, Babu Oabsndra Lai. 

Khan, Khan Sahih Maalvi Maauam Ali. 
Kuan, Maalvi Tamimdtfin. 

Maiti, Baba Mahandra Nat A. 

Mawla, Maalvi Chaudhury Oalam. 
Mukarjsa, trijat Taraknath. 

Matksr, Baba Ham Chandra. 


i 


Asharjya fchaudhuri, Maharaja thaahi 
Kama, af MwMagaaha, Myrnanaingh. 
Addams-Willigmt, Mr. C. 

Ahmad, Kban Bahadur Maalvi 
Emad addin. 

Ali, Mr. Altai. 

Chakravarti, tba Hanbla Mr. Byamkaa. 
Chaudhari, thd Hanbla Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, af 
Dhanbari. 

Cahan, Mr. O. J. 

Caspar, Mr. C. B. 

Oa. Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. Q. Q. 

Oanald, tha Han bla Mr. d. 

Drummand, Mr. 4 . 0. 

Dutt, Mr. Q. t. 

Bddit, Mr. A. MaO. 

Farraat^r, Mr. 4 . Campbstl. 

Qhuvnivt. Hanbla Hadji Mr. A. K. 

Abj Ahmad Khan. 

Bilahntt, Mr. It. N. 

Qaanka, Nai Bahadur Badrtdaa. 

Huaaain, Maalvi Latafat. 
damat, Mr. F. C. 
da aaaway, Mr. d. H, ^ 

Laird, Mr. It. B. 

ta il as tar , Ltsutananl-Caianal d. C. H. 
LhMall, Mr. H. C. 

U«daay, Mr. d. H. 


The Avea beinjr G3 and the Nm> 


Matiawddtn, Mr. KbMBJB. 

Rabba, Sir Ab+urs 
Rahman, Maalvi tham aur . 

Ra h m a n, Mr. A. F. M. Abdurs 
Rauf, Maalvi tyad Abdur. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud tankar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Or. Bid ban Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Ray Chaudhari, Rai Bahadur latyandra 
Nath. 

tadapus, Maulvi Mahamad. 

•arktr, Babu Naliniranjan. 

tattar, Khan tahib Maalvi Abdut* 

taitar, Mr. Abdaal Ratak Najaa AbdaaL 

tan, Mr. tatiah Chandra. 

tan fiupta, Mr. d. M. 

than, Mr. Bhalam Hussain. 

talaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 


Maguirs, Mr. L. T. 

Mart, Mr. A. 

Maiumdar, Rai Bahadur dadanath. 
MaCluakis, Mr. K. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mabarly, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Marfan, Mr. 0. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar tria Ohandrm 
Oat an, Mr. C. F. 

Fhaipv, Mr. Travar d, 

“tulip, Mr. 4 . Y. 

Prantiss, Mr. W. O. R. 

Raikat, Mr. Fraaanna Orta. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Hanbla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahaunith Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhari. Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. t. N. V 

taahia, Mr. F. A. 

tany.il, tabu ftaahindra Narayan. 

tarbadhikan, Or. tir Oava Fraaad. 

tinha. Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan. 

af Naahipar. 
tkinnar, Mr. t. A. 
ttuart Williama, Mr. t. C. 

Tha mp aa n , Mr. W. H. 

Travar*, Mr. W. L. 

Waadhaad, Mr. d. A. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


•V], the motion wan carried. 


340 p.m. 

Maulvi AtIMUOOIN AHAMAD moved that the demand of 
B*. 39,000 under the head "22A. — Staff and Household of the Governor 
—Private Secretary (pdffe 03, Civil Estimate! ” be reduced by Be. 24,000. 
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He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — . * 

J* Every year motions of reduction of the Governor’s extravagant 
household expenditure are moved in the Council, but Government never 
take these motions into their serious consideration. The public dis- 
approve of this extravagance ; particularly in the existing condition of 
the country. The people starve for want of food. They die in large 
numbers from diseases which are preventable. They have no good drink- 
ing water. Their education is neglected for want of money. The 
number of the unemployed increases daily. It is extremely regrettable 
that a Government which cannot solve these vital problems for want 
of money can afford to spend so much on the Governor’s household and 
staff. I propose that the money saved by the reduction moved by me 
be spent for removing the wants of the people of the country.” 

Thn Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: As far as I was able to follow 
the hoti’ble member's speech he did not really want to attack ^he insti- 
tution of Private Secretary or to abolish the clerks und servants or to 
deprive them of their allowances. 1 am not prepared to go into the 
questions which he did raise. I merely point out that if this motion is 
carried, the Private Secretary will he without any office. It is absolutely 
necessary that a Governor coming from England should have a Private 
Sectary, but a Private Secretary cannot function without office. So 
I oppose tli is motion. 

The motion of Mnulvi Asimuddiu Ahnmad was then put and lost. 

Mtulvi A8IMUDDIN AH AM AD: I formally move thut the demand 
of Hs. 7,000 under the head “ '22 A . — Staff and Household of the 
Governor — Military Secretary — Travelling allowance (page 04, Civil 
Estimate) ” be refused. 

Jhi Hon’ble Mr. A. H. MOBERLY: I formally oppose it, Sir. 

** The motion of Muuhi Asimuddiu Ahumad was then put and a divi- 
sion taken with the following result : — 


A f tat. Mtulvi lyM Muhammad. 
A*am«t, Mtulvi Atimudtfin. 

Ali, Mtulvi tytd Ntuthtr. 
Atiaulla*, Mtulvi tyW Mt. 

tabu fttmt* Chandra. 
BtM m Mtulvi Ktdtr. 

Banarjaa, Or. Bramatfcaaatit. 
Btatrjtt, babw Pramttha Nath. 
BaatrjM, Mr. A. 0. 
tannarjaa, Baba Jiiandraiai. 
Bata. tabu tavi Btttiar. 

Btaa, Mr. N, ©. 

tiawa*, Baku turaadra Nath. 


AYES. 

BtM, tabu Bajay Krialuta. 

Bttt, Mr. t. C. 

Chahravarti, Btbu datindra Chandra. 
Chatttrja* Btbu Umm Chandra. 
Chattarjaa, trijut Sijay Kumtr. 
Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Aahraf Ali Khan. 
Chaudhuri, Nti Harvndrsaath. 
Ohawdhary, Mtulvi KBartBttf A taw. 
Da* Bupta, Dr. d. M. 

Datta. Btbu A kbit Chandra. 

Oatta, Baba Aaiatya Chandra. 

Oatt, Baba Apral Kumar. 

Bbatt, Bab* Aw a rta i ra Math. 
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HapH nr. Mink OfeMinu 

Mmm* K*Bi I m i b dl , 

H— Min, Nawab* „ Muaharruf, Mitn 

■ahadur. 

Hu% Kku VaMw Maulvi (krtnvl. 
Husain, Maulvi lyii M anf u l. 

Karim, Maulvi A Mat. 

KhMi tabu o man d ra Lai. 

Khan, Khan Uhib Maulvi aniirtw AIL 
Khan, Maulvi Tamixuddia. 

Maiti, tabu Mabandra Nath. 

Mania, Maulvi CNudbury Ovlam. 
Muharjaa, triiut Taraknath. 

Naakar, tabu Mam Chandra. 

Naximuddin, Mr. Kbvaja. 

Rabin, Air AM^>. 


Aaharjya ChaudhurL MaAaraJa thashi 
Kama, al Muktacaaha, Mymsnaingh. 
AddamatWilliams, Mr. C. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kasiruddin. 

Ah mart, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 

Cmarturtrtin. 

Ali, Mr. Altai. 

Biswas, Maulvi AMul Latif. 

Chakravarti, tha Han'bla Mr. Byamkss. 
Chaurthurt, tha Han’bla Nawab Bahadur 
taiyirt Nawab Alt, Khan Bahadur, at 
Dhanbari. 

Caban, Mr. o. <1. 

Caa #ar, Mr. C. 0. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. Q. 0. 

Danalrt, tha Han'bla Mr. 4 . 

Orummanrt, Mr. 4 . 0. 

Quit, Mr. D. 1. 

Crtdit, Mr. A. MtO. 

Faraqui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Far rat tar, Mr. 4 . Campball. 

Bhaah Maulik, Babu talyandra Chandra. 
Bhuxnavi, tha Han’bla Hadji Mr. A. K. 

Abu Ahmad Khan, 
ttilahriat, Mr. R. N. 

Baanka, Rai Bahadur Badridat. 

Qafran, Maulvi AMul. 

Maaua. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Atitul. 
Huaaain, Maulvi Latafat. 

4 a m aa, Mr. F. t. 
dannav ray, Mr. 4 . H. 

Kban, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

LabirL Mr. Baaanta Kumar. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 


Rahman, Maulvi Ifcdmtvr , 

Rauf, Maulvi Syvd Abdur. 

Ray, Or. Kumad tankar. 

Ray, Babu Maamatha Nath. 

Ray. Or. Bidban Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Ray Cbaudhuri, Rai Bahadur talyandra 
Nath. 

tadsuua, Maulvi M aba mad. 
tarbar, Babu Naliniranjaa. 
taitar, Khan tahib Maulvi Abdua. 

Uttar, Mr. Abdaai Ratak Hajat Abdul, 
tan Bupta, Mr. 4 . M. 
than, Mr. Obaiant Haaaain. 

Ulaintan, Maulvi Muhammad. 


Laiaaalar, LiautanantCatonal J. C. H. 
Liddsll, Mr. H. C. 

Lindsay, Mr. 4 . H. 

Mafuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Marumdar, Rai tahadur Jadunatb. 
MaCluakia, Mr. E. T. 

Millvr, Mr. C. C. 

Mabarly, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Mukarji, Mr. A. C. 

Handy, Maharaj Kumar Iria Chandra. 
Oatan. Mr. C. F. 

Ordith, Mr. 4 . I. 

Phatps, Mr. Travar 4 . 

Philip. Mr. 4 . V. 

Pranliaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. 

Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Ray, tabu Nagandfu Mara>an. 

Ray, tht Han'bla Maharaja Bahadur* 
Kahaunith Chandra, at Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. t. N. 
taahaa, Mr. F. A. 

Banyai, Babu taahindra Narayan. 
tarbadhikari, Or, Air Dava Prasad, 
tan, Mr. tatiab Chandra, 
tmha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
al Nashipur. 
tkinnar, Mr. t. A. 

•luart Williama, Mr. t. C. 

Tha mp aan, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

W a a dkaad . Mr. 4 . A. 

Wsrdswurtb, Mr. W. C. 


Tbr A yen )>eing * r >0 and tht* Noes 0'l t the motion was lout. 


Ihr following motion was called hut not moved ; — 

: i45 F.M. 

My ROMES CHANDRA SACCHIs That the demand of 

H«. 25,000 tinder the head * 22A. — Staff and Household of the Governor 
Renewal of Furniture and Carpets’ be refused (page 04, Cifil 
Estimate) ”. ^ ~ 
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Khan Sahib Maulvi ABDUS SATTAR: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,30,000 under the bead “ 22.— General Administration 
— Militar> r Secretary M )>e reduced by Rs. 13,200 (page 64, Civil Esti- 
mate). 

Sir, we find that in the estimates for the Military Secretary several 
items have been provided specifically, but this is a lump provision for 
increasing the annual maintenance grant. In the last year’s budget 
we find a sum of Rs. 5,000 as being provided for this purpose, but nothing 
has been shown as actuals for 1925-26. It is not knotvn for what purpose 
this amount has been provided, and it seems rather meaningless, and 
that is why it should be omitted. I, therefore, press that this item be 
omitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, it was explained by Sir 
Hugh Stephenson on more than one occasion that this sum of Rs. 13,200 
is added in a lump to cover the increased cost of materials. The original 
block estimate was made in 1913, and since then the prices of materials 
have very much increased. There would have been two alternatives: 
one alternative was to revalue and raise the juice of the block and take 
a percentage on that, and the other was to make the grant. Govern- 
ment had hoped, and still continue to hope, that pi ices would gradually 
come down, and when prices come down this lump provision for mainte- 
nance grunt will come down also. If there were savings in previous yeais, 
that was all to the good. I hope there will be savings this year also, 
hut in the meuntime 1 must ojipose this motion. 

n The motion of Khan Sahih Muulvi Ahdus Sat tar was then put, and 
a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Altai, Maulvi tyad Muhammad. 

A ha mad i Maulvi Aaimuddin. 

A ha mad, Maulvi Kaairuddin. 

AM, Maulvi tyad Nauahtr. 

Atiqullah, Maulvi tyad Md. 

Oagahi, tabu Kama* Chandra, 
takah, Maulvi Kadtr. 

■anarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 
ftanarjaa, Oahu Pramatha Math. 
Oantrjat, Mr, A. c. 
launarjaa, Oahu Jitand ratal, 
laau, tabu taai tahbar. 
taau, Mr. P. c. 

Hawaii Maulvi Abdul Util. 

■aa* tabu tatty Krtatma. 
lata. Mr. t, 0. 

Chakra varti, tabu Jagindra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, tabu Jattndra Matb. 
ffdttirjA tabu Umat Chandra, 
d hatt ar j aa, trtjut lljai Kumar. 
Obnndhnrl, gw. M. Aahraf All Khan. 
OOnndltuH, Mat Marandrauath. 
WPMmMfft mmmm mmmnmm AMIk 
Mm Onnta. Mr. 4. M. 


Oatta, Aabu Akhil Chandra. 

Oatta, dabu Amulyi Chandra. 

Dutt, tabu taral Kumar. 

Oafran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Gupta, Mr. Jtgaah Chandra. 

Magua, Khan gahadur Maulvi AiUul. 
Haqua, Kaxi Cmdadut. 

Hatain, Nawab Muaharrul, Khan 
•abadur. 

Hug, Khan gahadur Maulvi Ekramul. 
Muaain, Maulvi tyad Magbul. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, tabu Pvkmd ra ui. 

Khan, Khan tabtb Maulvi Muaztam All. 
Khan, Maulvi Taaaitnddin. 

Maiti, tabu Mabandra Math. 

Mania, Maulvi O h aud hur y Mm. 
Mukarjaa, tri|ut Tarahaath. 

Maakar, tabu Mam Cbandm. 

Mattmud d ln, Mr. Kbmaja. 

Ma^ a aMM l |M tl £ 
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Hay, or. Kumud Um tor . 

Hay, Bate ttadpMBtBa Math. 

Oaf, Or. 9mm tmrntn u 
Hay, Or. 0. N. 

Hay, Or. Kira* tanhar. 

Vlay CBduiBuri, Oai lahatfur lityaKra 
Hath. 


MaatMi Maulvi yotaii. 
tartar, Bata Batteiraalaa^ 

•attar, KBaa taBIB Bteutvi ABdus. 

•attar, Mr. ABBaal Rasah Majst AM— I. 
Im Supta, Mr. 4. M. 

•Hah, Mr. OBalaiR H aa ta ia. 

•alaiatn, Maulvi MaBaaMnatf. 


NOES. 


AaBarjya CBaudBuri, MaBaraJa fthashi 
Kanta, af MuktagaaRa, MyrnaetingR. 
Addama-Williama, Mr. 0. 

Ahmad, Khaa BaBa Bur Maulvi 

Imaduddin. 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. 

Chakravarti, tBa Han'tolt Mr. Byomkas. 
Chaodhuri, tBa Haa'Bla Nawab Bahadur 
ftaiytd Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, af 
OBanbari. 

Caban, Mr. D. J. 

Oaapar, Mr. C. 0. 

Da. Mr. K. C. 

Oay, Mr. Q. 6. 

Danila, tha Han'bla Mr. J. 

Drummand, Mr. 4 . 0. 

Dull, Mr. 0. t. 
fdtfia, Mr. A. MaO. 

Par— ui, KBan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Parraatar, Mr. J. Campball. 

Ohaah Maulik, Babu tatyandra Chandra. 
Ohuxnavi, tha Han’bla Hadji Mr. A. K. 

Abu Ahmad Khan. 

0ilahrl«t, Mr. R. N. 

Baanka. Rat Bahadur Badridaa. 

Huaaam, Maulvi Latafal. 

4am—, Mr. F. I. 

J— naway, Mr. 4 . H. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Lahin, Mr. Baaanta Kumar. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Lalaaatar, Limit— ant-Calanal d. C. H. 
LiddHI. Mr. H. C. 

Lindsay, Mr. d. H. 


Maguirs, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Maxumdar, Rai Bahadur dadtmath. 
MaClutkia, Mr. S. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mittar, tir Fravath Chundar. 

Mabarly, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Mukirji, Mr. ft. C. 

Handy, Maharaj Kumar ftria Chandra. 
Oatan, Mr. C. F. 

Ordiah, Mr. d. C. 

Fhalpa, mr. Travar d. 

Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. A Mur-. 

Raikat, Mr. Pratanna Ort. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Malayan, 

Ray, tha Han'bla Maharaja BaBadBr 
Kahaumah Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. ft. N. 
ftaahaa, Mr. F. A. 
ftanyal, Babu ftaahindra Harayan. 
ftarbadhikari, Dr. ftir Oava Pratad. 
ft an, Mr. ftatiah Chandra, 
ftmha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Harayan, 
af Haahipur. * >* 

ftktnnar, Mr. ft. A. 

fttuart- Williams, Mr. ft. C. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Waadhaad, Mr. d. A. 

Wardsararth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being €J0 and the Noes (JO. the Hon’hle the President gave 
his casting vote against the motion. 

The motion was, therefore, lost. 

f At 4-10 p.m. the Council wa> adjourned and it reassembled at 
4-20p.m.] 


4 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. I have to make an announcement. 
Certain members of this House submitted an application through mg on 
the 22nd February last for the allotment of an extra day for undisposed 
of resolutions. The application was duly submitted to His Excellency 
the Governor, and I am to nay that Hit Excellency is not prepavtil to 
grant an extra day a« prayed for. 
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Mr. Pi C. BASU: I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 70,000 under 
the head “ 22A. — Staff and Household of the Governor — Band Establish- 
ment ” be refused (page 65, Civil Estimate). 

I do not *§nt to inflict a long speech on the House. The matter has 
been thoroughly discussed und thrashed out in the past. But I want 
to say simply this, that this expenditure on the establishment of the 
btvnd is for the use of whom we do not know, but possibly for the 
members and those who attend the Governor’s garden parties or dinner 
parties, and whether for this extraordinary extravagance on the part of 
the executive, we should tolerate an expenditure of Its. 70,000, it is for 
the House to say. What I say is this: it i* criminal on the part of the 
executive to ask for such a sum for this band establishment when the 
hungry millions of Bengal are never looked after. Their needs are never 
taken into consideration, and still foi the purpose of the band the 
Hon’lde Member has tabled a motion for Its. 70.000. 1 do not want to 

* fay much more on the subject, and I wish that the House will give a 
^fitting reply to the demand. 

»SriJut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE; Mr. President, Sir, for the 
enterWnmant of llis Excellency the Governor and his family a rule 
may be made that all cinemas, theatres, etc., shall be open free of charge 
to His Excellency and the members of hi* family. In this way His 
Exoellciicy and the members of his family can get 

Me* PRESIDENT: Mr. Chatterjee, would you confine your remarks 
to the motion ? I think you are going beyond proper limits. 


Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Sir, tin pom Indians can 
ill-afford to spend Rs. 70,000 for maintaining a band establishment. The 
true music in India which we would like very much that the Governor 
should hear is the cry of agony and despair which is always going up 
from thousands of wretched cottages — ill and half-starved children 
with no food, no clothing, no medicine, no pure water. His Excellency 
the Governor’s band drowns the true music in India and induces His 
Excellency to believe that the country is happy and prosperous. 

Mittlvi KADER BAK8H: Sir, this motion comes before the House 
year after year. On the last occasion I had not au opportunity to 
•peak on a motion of this nature regarding the band Istablishment of 
His Excellency the Governor. Is it a condition precedent to the 
appointment of His Excellency the Governor of this province that he 
should have a band establishment? If it is not, then we^canuot vote 
for it; we must vote against it. The House should not think that aa 
a 'Muhammadan I am against music; that it not it If it is not a 
Condition precedent to the appointment of His Excellency the Governor, 
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then I think it is the duty of the House to vote for this motion of 
refusal 

The HOfltrii Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, this question of the band 
establishment has been discussed in this Council on many previous 
occasions, and Sir Hugh Stephenson has explained exactly what the 
position is. At the time when Bengal was made a Presidency, it was 
decided that a body-guard and band were the recognised signs of a 
Presidency as compared with a province. The Governor of a Presidency 
has also certain social duties .... 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: When was that recognised, by 
whom and under what- circumstance*}' 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sii Hugh Stephenson stated: 

“ Those who can rememl»er so Jpng ago as the partition of Bengal, the 
creation of Bengal into a province, will remember that a yery great 
point was made not only by Government but in ul 1 speeches and cor- 
respondence that the lwnly-guard and hand were the outward ami 
visible signs that Bengal was a Presidency and not a province.” 

The Governor of a Presidency has also many sociul duties to perform 
in the most nntHUtant < it v of India which the Governor of a smaller 
province has not to face, and a hand is necessary for the performance 
of these duties. I would further |M>int out that the new Governor will 
he arriving in India within a few weeks, and the present moment seem* 
somewhat inopportune to make such a drastic change us this. I Wmild, 
therefore, a*k the House to pas* the grant and then let Sir Stanley 
Jackson consider whether he desires to maintain the hand oi not. 

Rfti HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : May I ask the Hon’ble 
Member if he is aware* of the cost of the hand establishment in the other 
Presidencies, r.c/., Madras and Bombay? Our information is that it i» 
much lower than ours. 

TBs Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I must ask for notice of this 
question. 

Mr. 40CESH CHANDRA GUPTA: May I ask whether a military 
band from. Fort William cannot conveniently be made available to play 
a tune which Sir Stanley Jackson might call? 

Tlw Hen'Mk Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: It has already been pointed out 
on previous occasion* that a military band is very expensive, and it seems 
quite unlikely tbat any saving could be effected by adopting the 
suggestion. 
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The motion tbat # the demand of Rs. 70,000 under the hea& “ 22A — 
Staff and Household of the Governor — Band Establishment ” be refused 
was then^njt and a division taken with the following result : — 

AYES. 


Afzat, Maulvi tyad Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Atimutfdin. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kasiruddin. 

AH, Maulvi Syad Nauvhar. 

Bdgthl, Babu Rimu Chandra. 

Baksh, Maulvi Kadir. 

SannrJsa, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Bansrjss, Babu Prsmstha Nath. 

Banntrjss, Babu Jitsndralal. 

Batu, BAbu tasi takhar. 

Batu, Mr. P. C. 

Bln** a, Babu tursndra Nath. 

Biswas, Maulvi Abdul Latif. 

Bata, Babu Bajey Krishna. 

Baas, Mr. S. C. 

Ghakravarti, Babu dsgindra Chandra. 
ChahraburttiY Babu datindra Nath. 
Obattsrjas, Babu Umss Chandra. 
Chattsrjss, Brijut Bijay Kumar. 
ObaudNdri, Mr. M. Ashraf All Khan. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harsndranath. 

Chsuffftury, Maulvi Kharshsd Alam. 

Oat Bupta, Dr. 4. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Oatta, Babu Amulya Chandra. 

Optt, Babu tarai Kumar. 

•Bass, Babu Amarsndra Nath. 

•hash Maulik, Babu Satysndra Chandra, 
•upts, Mr. dsgssh Chandra. 

Hspus, Kali Kmdadut. 

Hasain, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan 
Bahaduc. 


Mug. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ckramuf. 
Husain, Maulvi tyad Magbul. 

Kaa^n, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kaasm, Maulvi Abut. 

Khan, Babu Dsbandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan tahib Maulvi Muauam AH. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamtauddin. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mawla, Maulvi Chaudhury Oalam. 
Muksrjsa, trijut Taraknath. 

Natksr, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Naximuddin, Mr. KhwaJa. 

Rahman, Maulvi thamsur*. 

Rauf, Maulvi tysd Abdur. 

Ray, 'Dr. Kumud tankar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Ray Chaudhun, Rai Bahadur tatysndra 
Nath. 

tadsqus, Maulvi Mahamad. 
tarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Bat tar. Khan tahib Maulvi Abdut. 

tattar, Mr. Abdaal Razak Hajsa Abdaal. 

tan, Babu Nagsndra Nath. 

tan, Mr. tatish Chandra. 

tan Bupta, Mr. 4. M. 

thah, Mr. Bhalam Hataain. 

tolaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Aaharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja thashi 
Kants, af Muktagasha, Mymsnsingh. 

Addams-Wiltiams, Mr. C. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Imaduddin. 

All, Mr. Attaf. 

Obakravarti, ths Han’bls Mr. Byamkss. 

Ohaudhuri, ths Han’bls Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab All, Khan Bahadur, af 
DhanbaH. 

Oahan, Mr. D. 4. 

C aspar, Mr. C. B. 

Orawfsrd, Mr. T. & 

•k Mr, K, 0. 

Bay, Mr. •. B. 

••Raid, tha Han'bls Mr. 4. 

D r um mand, Mr. 4. B. 

Butt, Mr. •. B. 

SBd*s, Mr. A. MsO. 

Parana *. Khan Bahadur K. S. M. 

Nnsahh Mr. 4. Cimpbsll 

•Bus an i, tha Han't* Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu 
Abnwd Khan. 


fiafran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Hagua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azitul. 
Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Jamas, Mr. P. K. 

Jsnnaway, Mr. J. H. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lahiri, Mr. Basanta Kumar. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

L aias a tar, Liautanant-Calanal 4. C. H. 
Liddall, Mr. H. C. 

Lindsay, Mr. 4. H. 

Maguirs, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mazumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath. 
MsCluskia, Mr. K. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. 0. 

Mittar, Sir Pravash O b un d s r . 

Maharty, ths Hsn'b^AN’. A. H. 
Mukarjt, Mr. S. C. 

Oats*, Mr. C. P. 

OrditA, Mr. 4. B. 

Philip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Prsntisa, Mr. W. B. ft. 
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IUHiMmfl|r. A. f. N. AMers 
ftaikat, Vr. Pp mum* ftafc. 

My. laklfNfliMin Nara)«n. 

lUy, tlw- Nabaraji Bakadi 

Ktfcmimltlt flon i ra , ef Nadia. 

Ray CkaMdlHtfl, Mrt K. C. 

Ray, Mr* S. N. 
taakaa, Mr. P. A. 

Saayal, Babti taahiadra Narayan. 


Siena, Raja Ratadar Bk ap i s i ra Narayan, 
a# NaaMpar. 

SkJan ar, Mr. S. A* 

Stuart- William, "Mr. S. C. 

TRampaaa, Mr. Hb N. 

Travara, Mr. W. L, 

Waadk— d, Mr. 4. A. , 4 . 4 . 
Wardtarartn, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 60 and the Noes 57, the motion was earned. 

”4* 

The following motion was not put, as it was covered by the fore- 
going decision of the Council: — 

Srijiit TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: “The demand .fits. 70, 000 

under the head “ 22A — General Administration — Band Establishment 
(page 65, Civil Estimate!’ be reduced by Rs. 20,000." 

5 PM. 


Mr. P. C. BASU: 1 move that the demaud of Hs. 1,15(4)00 under th# 
head “ 22 A — Staff and Household of the Governor — Body-guard Estate 
lishinent ipage fiti, ri\ii Estimate) “ In 1 refused. dr 

ThU is also another extravagant expenditure nu the part Til the 
executive. This mattei also came up before the House many times 
and, as I mentioned during the budget discussion thut it had also come 
up Itefore the Retrenchment Committee. As I said then, the Members 
of the Retrenchment Committee were of opinion that this expenditure 
was “avoidable Of course, the\ would say “avoidable" Wause you 
cannot expect stronger language from such a very moderate set of 
people who were memlwu*. of it. Sit, this i<. an extravagant expendi- 
ture which in the 20th century no Government can justify. A late 
Member of Government, the Hon’hle Muharnjadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwran. while replying to a debate on this question, mentioned that the 
body-guard were only used on tw-n occasions during a year and for that 
Rs. 1,30,000 has lieen tabled for a grant. I fail to see, Bir, at the pre- 
sent moment how can the Member in charge justify this expenditure. 
The only reason for keeping up this pomp and grandeur is nothing 
but the same justification of the actions of the old Bourbons of France. 
I think the House ought to reply to the demand by allowing this motion 
to pass. 

•ir 4BD-UR-RAHIM: I support this motion, Sir, because there can 
be no doubt that His Excellency the Governor can very well do with- 
out this bodjftgnard. In the other province*, excepting the three 
Presidency province*, I believe the Governor has no body-guard. I am 
not one of those who think that a Governor can do altogether without 
a certain amount of pomp and circumstance, but what strike* me is 
that if the Governor of the Punjab, for instance, where it would have 
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a more telling effect, if the Governor of the United Province# ean do 
without a body-guard, I do not know why a body-guard is unified for 
Jh# Governor of Bengib Besides, as has been pointed out, the body- 
guard goes out once or twi|e a year. Surely, it is too mu4h to keep 
an establishment of this nature when it is used only two or threj times in a 
year. I do not think there is any justification whatever fbr spending 
so much money on the body-guard. 

* . 4 * 

Mfulvi ABUL KA8EM: I also support the motion on the simple 
ground that on one or two occasions that the body-guard is required the 
military can supply it. It is absolutely unnecessary for keeping a 
permttnent^o^y-guurd for His Excellency. 

Mr. 40CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, in supporting this motion 
I would expect some of the European members on the other side of the 
House and those who go to the rartes to also support this motion and 
that for this simple reason — we generally see the ImkIv - guard pass over 
ft»e raee coni*# and the horse# that travel over the race course raise a 
considerable amount of dtyst and make the track worse than what one 
would dpire. If 1 am risking some money I would have the race course 
track maintained much better than it could be if the l>ody-guard with 
their ^eiivv horses pass* over the race course. On that ground T hope the 
European members and specially those who are race-goers would sup- 
port this motion. 

Babll JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE; Sir, within iccent days I 
have been in need of a body-guard myself, and I ha\e the acutest 
sympathy with all those gentlemen who may he in need of a body- 
guard for self, protect ion. Hut there is another fact which strikes my 
mind at this moment. We have been told in season and out of season 
that the British Government is based upon the love, loyalty and affec- 
tion of the people. If that is so, and I don't question it, mind you, 
then the love, loyalty and affection of the people ought to rise up like 
a protecting wall, surrounding the person of His Excellency and dis- 
pensing with the need of all material l>ody-guards. 

TN Hon*bl« Mr. A. N. MOBERLY : Sir I dealt partly with this 
subject when the Imnd establishment was being considered and I 
[minted out that the body-guard aud the hand were some of the things 
which distinguish a Presidency from a mere province like the Punjab. 

Sir Abdur-Rahira mentioned that he had no objection to a certain 
amount of pomp and circumstance surrounding the .Qpvernor. But 
this Council, it seems, does not wont to accord to the Governor either 
a body-guard or a band or even carpets and furniture. I do not know 
where the pomp and circumstance come in only with bare walls and 
.floors in Government House. 
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It lias been suggested that the military miglit supply the body- 
guard wuen needed, but I am afraid the military authorities would # 
not agree $p do anything of that sort. It is ncJfwhat the military are 
for. But 1 have one argument which has 4ot been put forward before 
and it is \ |kis: during the recent riots— the riots which took place in 
1026 in Calcutta — there was a serious shortage of mounted police and 
the body-guard took their place and filled up the gap and tjfey did 
good deal to preserve the peace of Calcutta. 

The motion of Mr. I*. C. Basu was then pift and a division taken 
with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Altai, Maulvi Syad Muhammad. 

A lia rums, Maulvi AtimuMin. 

A Hamad, Maulvi Kmairuddin. 

Alt, Maulvi Syad Naushsr. 

•again, labu Rsmss Chandra, 
iakah, Maulvi Kadar. 
tansrjsa, Or. Pramathanath. 
bansrjsa, tabu Prsmstha Nath, 
hanarjss, Mr. A. C. 

Baauarjss, habu iitahdralal. 

Oatu, Babu Sa»i Saktoar. 

Oaau, Mr. P. C 

litaai, Babu turandra Nath. 

But, Babu ha Jay Krishna, 
bass, Mr. t. C. 

Chakravarti, Babu Jagindra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chattarjas, habu urns* Chandra. 
Chattarjas, Snjut bijay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Aahraf Alt Khan. 
Chaudhuri, ftai Narandranath. 

Chsudhury, Maulvi Kharahad Alam. 

Daa Qupta, Or. 4. M. 

Oatta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Oatta, habu Amulya Chandra. 

Outt, habu taral Kumar. 

Ohaaa, habu Amarandra Nath. 

Ohaah Maulik, habu hatyandra r ban Ira. 
Oupta, Mr. Jasaah Chandra. 

Maqua, Kati Bmdadul. 

Naaain, Navrah Mutharruf, Khan 


Hug, Khan hahadur Maulvi Skramut. 
Huaain, Maulvi Syad Maabwl. 

I Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Katsm, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, habu Dsbsndra Lai. 

Khan, Khan ftahib MauMd Muauam AIL 
Khan, Maulvi Tamiruddin. 

Maiti, baba Mabandra Nath. 

Maarla, Maulvi Chaudhury CaiaR* 
Mukarjaa, Srijut Taraknath. 

Nasksr, habu Ham Chandra. 

Naiimuddm, Mr. Khwaja. 

Rahim, Sir Ahdmr*. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamtur-. 

Raul, Maulvi Syad Abdur. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Bankar. 

Ray, Babu Man mat ha Nath. 

Ray, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur t aty a n dra 
Nath. 

hadtqua, Maulvi Mahamad. 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Maulvi Ahdut. 

•attar, Mr. Abdaal Raxak Najaa Abdaal. 
San, Babu Maaandra Nath. 

San, Mr, Batiah Chandra. 

•an Qupta, Mr. 4. M. 

•aiaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 


NOEft 


Aaharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shashi 
Kanta, al Muktapaaba, MyrnatHinph. 
Addam* Williams, Mr. C. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Cmaduddi*. *. 

All, Mr. Altai. 

Atiquilah, Maulvi Syad Md. 
bfatwaa, MauM Abdul Latil. 

Chakravarti, tba Han Ma Mr. hyamkaa. 
Chaudhuri, tha Manila Rawafe Bahadur 
•aiyid Navab AH, Khan Bahadur, at 
P hauhar i. 


Caban, Mr. D. 4. 

Caspar, Mr. C. Q. 

Crawlsrd, Mr. T. C. 

Da, Mr, K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. a. 

Oanald, tha Han*bia Mr. 4. 
Dr umm an d , Mr. 4. 0. 

Outt, Mr. 0. B. 
iddia, Mr. A. MaO* 

Paraqui, Khan Bahadur K. ft M. 
Parraatar, Mr. J. Camphill. 
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fihuroavi, tha Nm'Wi Nadji Mr. A. K. 
. Abu Ahmad KImmi. 

«Dil#hrist, Mr. ft. N. t/< 

Baanka, Rai Bahadur Badrtdas. 

Dafran, Maulvi Abdul. # 

ftaaua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aziiul.< 
Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. 
dams*, Mr. P. I. 
dsnnaway, Mr. d. H. 

**fthan, Mr. Maiaur llahman. 

Lahiri, hr Bacanta Kumar. 

Laird. Mr. R. B. 

Laioasttr, Lieutsnant-Colsnsl* d. C. H. 
Liddall, Mr. H. C. 
tlNdsa*, Mr. d. M. 

Masuira. Mtv L. T. 

40arr. Mr. A. * 

Maiumdsr, Rai Bahadur dadunath. 
MaClutkia, Mr. 6. T. 

Millar, Mr. 0. C. 

Millar, Sir Prsvash Chundtr. 

Mabariy, iha Htn’blt Mr. A. N. 

Morgan, Mr. 0. 

Mukarjl, Mr. g. C. 

Oatan, Mr. C. P* 


Ordiah, Mr. d. C. 

Rhalpa, Mr. Travar d. 

Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Prsntia* Mr. W. O. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abtfur-. 

Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. . 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narj^jbn. 

Ray, Iha Hon’bls Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahauniah Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. -K. C. 

Ray, Mr. t. N. 

S*ch*a, Mr. P. A, 

Sanyal, Babu taahindra Narayan. 
tarbadhikari, -r. Sir Oava Praaad. 

•hah, Mr. Ghclam Hasaain. 

•inha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
af Nathipur. 

Skinnar, Mr. f. A. 

•tuart Wiiliams, Mr. t. C. 
tuhrawardy, Mr. H. I. 

Thajupstn, Mr. W. M. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Waodhaad, Mr. d. A. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes l>eing 60 and the Noes 05, the motion was lost. 


Mtulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD formally moved that the demand 
of Ks. 1,1*1,000 under tlie heud “ 22A — Horiy-guarri Establishment '* be 
reduced by Ks. 77, 000 (page 66, Civil Estimate). 

Thi Horfble Mr, A* N. MOBERLY : 1 formally oppose the 
motion. 

The^motion of Maulvi Asimuddin Ahmed wie then put and a 
f divi*ion taken with the following result : — * 


AYES. 


Altai, Maulvi Syad Muhammad. 
Ahamad, Maulvi Aaimuddin. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kaairuddin. 

Ali, Maulvi tyad Nauahar. 

Basahl, Babu Ramaa Chandra. 

•hMh, Maulvi Kadar. 

Banarjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 
Banariaa, Babu Pramatha Nath. 
Banarjaa, Mr, A. 0. 

Bannarjaa, Babu dilandralal. 

Babu Baal tahhar. 

Mr. P. c. 

Blawaa, Babu Burandra Nath. 

Biswas, Maulvi Abdul Latif. 

B#m» Babu Baity Krishna. 

DM* Mr. S. 6. 

Ohakravarti, Babu dastadra Ohandra. 
Ohahraburtty, Babu datiadra Nath. 
Ohattariaa, Brijut Bijay Kumar. 
OhaudhuH, Mr. M. Aahraf All Khan. 
Chaudhuri, Rat Hartn dr aa ai h. 
O h au dhu ry, Maulvi K h a rth ai A lam. 


Das Gupta, Dr. d. M. 

Oatta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra. 

Dutt, Babu Barai Kumar. 

Gbtsa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Ohash Maulik, Babu tatyamfra Chandra. 
Haqua, Kati Entdadul. 

Hast in, Nawab Musharraf, Khun 

Bahadur. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi CkramuL 
Husam, Maulvi Syad MagbuL 
Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kastm, Maulvi Abut. 

Khan, Babu Dabandra UL 

Khan, Khan gaUli Maulvi Muamm Ali. 

Khan, Maulvi Tamixuddia. 

Mail!, Babu Ma b an dra Nath. 

Mawla, Maulvi Ohaudhury Datum. 
Mukariaa, Briiut Taraknath. 

Namur, Babu Ham Ch and r a. 

Nafimuddln, Mr. Khwaja. 
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Ratio, Sir AMMMK 
Raton, Maulvi Mtmvrs 
Rauf, Mtulvi Ijfai Atadur. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Bankar. 

Ray, Bata Maimfatta Nat*. 

Ray, Or. Bid tan Otandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. . 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tanka r. 

^ay Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur ftatyandra 
^Nath. 


tad a a ua, Maori Mata mad, 
tartar, tabu Naiiniranjan. 

•attar, Khan Bahit Maulvi Abdua. 

•attar, Mr. Atdaal Ratat Najsa Ab d a al. 
•an, Babu, Nagandra Nath. 

•an, Mr. Utith Otandra. 

•an Bupta, Mr. 4. M. 

Sole* man, Maulvi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Aaharjya Ctaudhun, Maharaja Shashi 
Kanta, af Muktagaoha, Mymanaingh. 
Addama-Williams, Mr. C. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Emaduddin. 

All, Mr. Altai. 

Atiqullah, Maulvi Syad Md. 

Chakravarti, tha Han'bla Mr. Byemkaa. 
Chaudhuri, tha Han'bla Naarab Bahadur 
•aiyid Naarab Alt, Khan Bahadur, a! 
Ohanbari. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. 4. 

Caspar, Mr. C. 8. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Oa. Mr. K. C. 

Bay, Mr. 0. Q. 

Donald, tha Hon'blo Mr. 4. 

Drummond, Mr. 4. 0. 

Out I, Mr. Q. g. 

Eddia, Mr. A. MaO. 

Farsqui, Khan Bahadur K. 8. M. 

Porrootor, Mr. 4. Campboll. 

Ohuxnavi, tha Han'bla Hadji Mr. A. K. 

Abu Ahmad Khan, 
eilahrtat, Mr. R. n. 

Oaanta, Rai Bahadur Badridat. 

Bafran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Haqws, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axizul. 
Huaaam, Maulvi Utafat. 

4 aof , Mr. F. B. ' 

4 anna way, Mr. 4. H. 

Khan, Mr. Raaaur Rahman. 

Latin, Mr. Basanta Kumar. 

Laird, Mr. r. a. 

Laiooatar. Liautanant-Caianal 4. C. H. 
Liddoll, Mr. H. C. 


i Lindaay, Mr. 4. N. 

Maguiro, Mr. L. T. 

Mirr, Mr. A. 

[ Muumdar, Rai Bahadur 4adun«th. 
MoCluakia, Mr. E. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. ^ 

Mittar, Sir Provath Chundar. 

Moborly, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N* 

Morgan, Mr. 8. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Handy, Mahiraj Kumar Int Chandra. 
Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Ordiah, Mr. 4. E. 

PfiaJpt, Mr. Travar 4. 

Philip, Mr. 4. V. 

Front too, Mr. W. O. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdu- . 

Baikal, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Magandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha HsfTbla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahauniih Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr> k. C. 

Ray. Mr. i. N. 
taahaa, Mr. P. A. 

•anyal, Babu taahindra Marayan. 
tarbadhikari, Or. Bir Data Praaad. 

•hah, Mr. Oholam Haaaain. 

linha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Haro yam. 

af Naahtpur. 
tkinnar, Mr. S. A. 
ttuarl'Williama, Mr. B. 0. 
tuhrawardy, Mr. H. ». 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Woadhaad, Mr. 4. A* 

Wardt worth, Mr. W. C. 


Th«. A.ve* being ',<♦ and the Noe* (55, the motion wa* lost. 

5-15 p.M. 

MJrt TARAKNATH MUKERJEA s I beg to move that the 
demand of It*. under the head “22A.— (Jeneral Administra- 

t>on Body-guard Establishment <page 66, Civil Estimate) ” he 
reduced by Rs. 6.‘1,000. • .tf- 


1 k 0 !." 0 * hl “‘ ,h * <ime of the Hou,,e **>' a lonff 

«I*eech, but I simply submit that in a country where people are daily 

dying in thousands from malaria, kala-aiar and cholera, in a country 
where people are daily dying in large numbers for want of pure drink- 
f think we can hardly afford to waste such a large sum to 
tj»e luxury of a body-guard establishment for the Governor of thin 
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province. Under the circumstances, I move that the demand be 
* reduced by Rs. 63,000. 

The Hon’bls Mr. A. N. MOBERLY * The cost of the body-guard 

* was considered, 1 think, in 1923 and a considerable cut in the cost was 
then made. I am afraid that if there is to be a body-guard the cost 
cannot be cut down to any figure below the sum asked for. I, 
therefore, oppose the motion. 

The motion of Srijut Taraknath Mukerjea was put and a division 
called for, 

t Mr. PRESIDENT : Before I order a division, I shotfld like 1- to 

* request members to move on to and pass through the lobbies as quickly 
as possible. 

A division was then taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Altai, Maulvi Sysd Muhammad. 

A Hamad, Maulvi Asimuddin. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kasiruddin. 

Ali, Maulvi Sysd Naushsr. 

Bagvhi, Babu Bamat Ohandra. 

Baksh, Maulvi Kadsr. 

Banarjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Babu Promstha Nath. 
Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Bannsrjss, Babu Jitsndraial. 

Batu, Babu Sail Sskhar. 

Basu, Mr. F. C. 

Biswas, Babu tursndra Nath. 

Biswas, Maulvi Abdul Latif. 

Bass, Babu Bajay Krishna. 

Baas, Mr. S. C. 

Ohakravarti, Babu <fa«indra Ohandra. 
Chakraburtty. Babu datindra Nath. 
Ohattarjaa, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan. 
Ohaudhuri, Nai Harandranath. 
Ohaudhury, Maulvi Kharshad A lam. 

Das Qupta, Dr. J. M. 

Da Its, Babu Akhil Ohandra. 

Datta, Babu Amulya Ohandra. 

Outt, Babu Sara I Kumar. 

Shssa, Babu Amarsndra Nath. 

•hash Msulik, Bsbu Svtyandra Chandra, 
•upta, Mr. Japash Chandra. 

Napua, Kaii Cntdadul. 


Hatain, Nawab Musharruf, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Husain, Maulvi Sysd Maqbui. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kasam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Babu Dsbsrtdra Lai. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazxsm Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. 

Maiti, Babu Mahsndra Nath. 

Mawla, Maulvi Ohaudhury Oslam. 
Muksrjta, Srijut Taraknath. 

Naskar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Naximuddm, Mr. Khwaja. 

Nahim, Sir Abd-ur*. 

Nahman, Maulvi Sbamaur^ 

Rauf, Maulvi Syad Abdur. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Raj Bahadur Satyandra 
Nath. 

Sadsqus, Maulvi Mohamad, 
tarksr, Babu Nalinirfnjan. 

•attar, Khan Sahib Maulvi Abtfus. 

Sattar, Mr. Abdaal Raxak Hajaa Abdaat. 
San, Babu Napandra Nath. 

San Bupta, Mr. J. M. 

Sola intan, Maulvi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Adharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shashi 
Kanta, at Muktaaaaha, Mymansinch. 
Adda ms-Williams, Mr. 0. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
S mad odd in. 

All, Mr. Altai. 

Atiqullsh, Maulvi Syoi Md. 

Ohakravarti, tha Msn’bta Mr. Bywmhaa. 


Cohan, Mr. 0. 4. 

Caspar, Mr. C. 0. 
Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Da, Mr. K. 0. 

Day, Mr. B. B. 

Donald, tha Hsn'bla Mr. 
D rum mon d , Mr. 4. B. 
Outt. Mr. B. B. 


I* 
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Kkw fein r 4k* M* - 

PtrrvtUr, Mr. it OanfMN. 

Bbwaavi, tlM HWbH Hhiji Mr. A. K. 

Ah* Ahmsi KJmb. 

Oitoftrtot, Mr. IV II* 

OmMul fUi Bahaiur Batfridfts. 

Mrmn, Mautvi AMul. 

Hkm, Khan Bakadur Maulvi Azitul. 
Mutwiii, Maulvi Latafat. 
damn, Mr. P. I. 

Jwtnaway, Mr. 4. H. 

Kbaa, Mr. Rataur Rahman. 

Lahtri, Mr. Raaanta Kumar. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

taiatitar, Liatnaftant-CaRmal 4. C. N. 
LMipHi Hr. IV. C. 

Lindsay, Mr. 9. H. 

MAauira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Manimdar, Rai Bahadur iadunath. 
WtCloakia, Mr. C. T. 

Millar. Mr. C. C. 

Mittar. fir Pravaah Chundtr. 

Mabarly, tha Han'blt Mr. A. N. 

Marfan. Mr. R. 

Muharji, Mr. S. C. 


t 

Nandy, Maharaj kiuaar fria OhanBrR. 
iatan. Mr. C. P. 

Ordfah, Mr. d. C. 

BhatjM, Mr. Travar 4. 

Phil in. Mr. d. V. 

Brantiaa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. B. M. Abdur*. 

Raikat, Mr. B rtt i nna Pah. 

Ray, Bahu Nafandra Naravan. 

Ray, tha Han'hia Maharaja Bahaiur 
Kshauniih Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. B. N. 

Saohaa, Mr. B. A. 

Sanya I, Bahu taahindra Narafan. 
farbadhikan, Or. fir Oava Prasad.* 
than, Mr. Qhatam Haaaain. 
fmha. Raja Bahadur BhufMMlra Narayan 
af Nashipur. 

Bkmnar, Mr. f. A. 
ttuarl Williama, Mr. t. C- 
Buhrawardy, Mr. N. f. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. M. 

Travars, Mr. W. L. 

Waadhaad, Mr. d. A. 

Wardswarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ave* l»cing ;j8 and the Noe* 05, the motion was lost. 

•H|ut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Sir, 1 beg to wove that 
the demand oi Rs. 1,13,000 under the head “ 22A. — Staff and Household 
of the Governor — Body guard Establishment (page 00, Civil Estimate) ** 
be reduced by Rs. 50.000. 

Sir, mine is a very reasonable proposal. I want to reduce the 
demand by only Rs. 50,000. I beg to submit that Re. 1,13,000 per 
year cornea to ubout Rn. 0,000 per mouth, which is a very iutereating 
figure. The Governor gets Rs. 10,000 per month an salary, and it ia 
really strange that a person getting Rs. JO, 000 a month a* salary gets 
Rn. 9,000 per month as his body-guard allowance. With these words 
I beg to move this motion. 

Mr, $, 0, BOSE: Mr. President, Sir, the questions before this Houae 
is whether you are going to encourage in the year of grace 1927 the»e 
light-hearted revellers in their demand for pomp and circumstance. 
In addition. Sir, to the pestilences that are stalking over the land, to 
the periodical famines with which we have almost got accustomed, we 
have the more serious evil and that is the communal evil. We expected 
that this afternoon we would have an opportunity of discussing the 
communal evil But I will not detain the House with that question. 
What I would ask The Liberal party, who are represented in this House 
by no less a person than the Hon’ble Member for tbe Presidency Land 
holders Division, and tbe Responsivist Party, who are represented to 
this House by no less a person than the Hon’ble Member for the Nadia 
Division — we, on this side of tlM House would like them to answer 

6 
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this straight andaiimple question : What cooetameiive work are they 
doing for tke country by voting in favour of the body-guard and the 
band establishments ? Sir, we are entitled, to an answer, because any 
member of a party which calls itself the Nationalist Party is answer- 
able to his constituency and to his country for his action in this Hbuse^ 
Some of us here, Sir, are new members — we are yet learners in tbte art — 
but, possibly, we might ask the old liberals in th» House and the new- 
fangled Itesponsi vista to try and satisfy this House and their constitu- 
encies, and the country, as to what constructive work they are pushing 
forward by voting for the body-guard and the band establishments. 
May T ask them, is that working the Reforms for whatever they are 
* worth? Are the Reforms going to die an unnatuial death if the 
Governor of Bengal is going to* be deprived of his band and body-guard 
establishments ? Sir, as I started by saying, ai the present moment 
the demand of the country is this : that light-hearted revellers are not 
to Ihj encouraged, no matter how high their position may be. Sir, the 
band establishment costs the poor rate-payer much a* Rs. 70,000 a 
year^and the body-guard establishment costs him R*. 1 ,1-1,000 ; and I 
would like the Liberal members and the Kesponeivist members of this 
House to address themselves to this question whether it would net be 
better, far better, from their own point of view — I am not so much con- 
cerned now with our point of view because we have taken up an un- 
compromising attitude so far as Diarchy is concerned — whether it 
wbuld not be far better to divert the poor Indian tax-paper’s money to 
more beneficient schemes than band and Wly-guurd? 

Thi H0ft*blt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, the observations which I 
made on the last motion apply equally to this one. I do not propose 
to waste the time of the Council by repeating them — they are fresh in 
the minds of the members of the Council. I would only point out that 
the last speaker apparently mixed up the hand^md the body-guard 
when he talked about light-hearted revellers. I do not know’ how the 
body-guard revels, seeing that their work in the last year has been to 
keep peace in the streets of Calcutta. I beg to oppose the motion. 

The motion of Rrijut Bijay Kumar Ch after jee was then put and 
a division taken with the following result : 


AftaJ, Mautvi iyvtf MuAammaa. 
AAama*, Mautvi ANmuMia. 

A name#, Mavlvi KatirmMi*. 
v Alt, Mautvi Ayvi NauaAar. 
la— Ai, SaAu ***»• QAaMra* 
latoA, Mautvi KaAar. 

Aaaarjaa, Of. PramatAaaat*. 
‘ l a w ar J iA AaAu A r a a tat Aa NatA. 

taAu ilAtAtAli 
OaiUi AaAu taai AaAAuf* 

Aaau, Mr. A* 0. 


AYES. 

Alma, Baba AurtnAra NatA. 

■i««At, Mautvi AMut Utif. 

Aata, AaAu Atjay Krialma. 

Aata. Mr. A. 0, 

OAabravarti, AaAu OatiaAra CAauAra. 
OAaSraAurtty. AaAu 4atia*ra NatA. 
CAatttrJaa, irijut Allay Kumar. 
OtmaUAuri, Mr. M. AaAraf AN KAam. 
OAauAAuH, Aai HartatraimtA. 
OAautfttury, Mautvi KAaraAaA Ataaa. 
Jt. 



DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 


fl 


ats 


OHM, 

ClMM, babu * - W *rt Math. 

•* 0 * Maulth, Babu Satysnira Chandra. 


NtllSiAk 


«,.... _2sr ! 

Rtf, Mil Hwim> Nlti 
Ray, Dr. IKM OhanBru. 

Ml, Mr. D. M. 

Ray, Mr. Kirbb iMhtr. 

Ray Cbawdhuri, Ral Bahadur 


Huu, KImm Bahadur Mautvi Kknumil. 
Husain, Manly! Syad Maubui. 

Karin, Mautvi AMui. 

RlIMt Maulvi AMI. 

KM, babu PtbtnU ra Lai. 

Khan, KM lahib Mautvi Muaitam All. 
KM, Mautvi TamiiutfUin. 

Haiti, Mu Mabwira Mata. 

Manta, Mautvi ObuMbvry Oalam. 
MuMrjaa, trijut Taraknath. 


Matk. 

taAaa ua, Mautvi M thansB . 

Sarfcar, Babu Nallnlranfa*. 

Sat tar, KM Sa*ib Maulvi A bins. m 
•attar, Mr. Abdaai bank Hajaa AMaat. 
•am tabu NafuUrt Nath. 

•an, Mr. Satiab Ohaadra. 

•an Oupta, Mr. B. M. 

Salaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Asbarjya Cbauiburi, Maharaja Sbaabi 
Kaitta, at Muktapaaha, Mymantinsh. 
ABdama-Williama, Mr. C. 

Ahmaa, KM Bahadur Mautvi 
Imaduddin- 
Ali, Mr. Altai. 

At mullah, Maulvi dyad MB. 

Cbahravarti, tba HantHa Mr. Byamksa. 
Chaudhun, tba Han'bta Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Alt, Kban Bahadur, at 
Dbanbari. 

Caban, Mr. 0. 4. 

Caaptr, Mr. C. 0. 

CrawfarB, Mr. T. C. 

Da. Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

DanalB, tba Han’bla Mr. 4. 

Drummand, Mr. 4. 0. 

Dutt, Mr. 0. B. 

CBBift, Mr. A. MaO. 

Parapui, Kban babadur K. 0. M. 

Parraatar, Mr. 4. Oampbatl. 

Obutnavi, tba Han’bla HaBji Mr. A. K. 

Abu AbaaaB KM. 
titabriat, Mr. It. N. 

Da t a ha, Hal KaMur baBHBaa. 

Dafran, Maulvi AbBui. 

Hapua, KM babadur Maulvi Atitul. 
H u aaala, Maulvi UUbl 
Bunas, Mr. P. C. 

Bsnnaway, Mr. B. M. 

Kban, Mr. Rasaur Habnan. 

Lablri, Mr. baaaitu Kumar, 
labri, Mr. It. b. 


LinBtay, Mr. 4. H. 

Mafuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Maiumdar, Hai bahaBur 4aBunatb- 

MaCluahia, Mr. K. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Ml t tar, Sir Pravaab CbunBar. 

Mabarty, tba Msn’bls Mr. A. N. 

Mar gan, Mr. 0. 

Muhtrji, Mr. S. C. 

Nanay, Malta raj Kumar Brta Ohamira. 
Oatan, Mr. C. P. 

Ordiah, Mr. 4. C. 

Phatpa, Mr. Travar 4. 

Philip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. D. K. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur*. 

Raihat, Mr. Prtsanna Dab. * 

Ray, babu Naasndra Narayon. 

Ray, tba Han'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahauniah Chandra, at Madia. 

Ray CbauBburi, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. B. N. 

Baabaa, Mr. P. A. 

Banyal, babu Baabintfra Harayan. 
Barbadhihari, Dr. Sir Dava Prasad. 

Bbab, Mr. ObaUm Hanain. 

Binba, Raja babadur bhupanBra Harayan 
at Naabipur. 

Shinnar, Mr. t. A. 

•tuart'William, Mr. i. 0. 

Tbampaa n , Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

WaaBbaad, Mr. B. A. 

Wardvwarth, Mr. W. C. 


f iaaa la r, Uaulanant- C alanal 4. C. H. 

■* "• «• jrt *. 

The Aym being* 68 and the Noes fi4. the motion was lo«t. 


AdJbummbrtL 

Council vu then adjourned till 1 0-30 «.m., on Saturday, the 
12th March, 1927, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



ProoMdingi of tht Bengal Legislative Counoil assembled wider the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Saturday, the 12th March, 1927, at 10*30 a.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhtjei, 
of San tosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executiye 
Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers and 128 nominated and elected 
members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answer* ware given). 

Railway project to oonnoet Tangaif. 

Ml. Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railways) be 
pleased to state — 

(#) whether the proposed railway extension from Baosi or Kendua 
Kaliburi to Tungail has been finally sanctioned; and 

<»7) if so, when the construction work is likely to begin ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (/) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Mem Iter l>e pleased to state when it is likely to be sanctioned? 

(cl Will the Hon’ble Memtar 1 h» pleased to state whether there is 
any other proposal for connecting Tangail with any railway line at 
any station other than those mentioned in clause (a) (i)? 

MEMBER in ohargo of DEPARTMSNT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(RAILWAYS) (the HonlMo Mr. J. Donald) t (a) and (6) The project 
has not .yet been sanctioned, but it will lie further considered by the 
Railway Board on receipt of the traffic report from the Agent, Eastern 
Bengal Railway. 

(c) There is a proposal for connecting Tangail with Tangi, a station 
on the Dacca Section of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 
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Jtefet ant Sanatoria. in th. B.n**J t awa tor tot 

•42. Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleaded to 
state — , 

(») the number of Assistant Secretaries employed in the Bengal 
Secretariat; and 

(it) how many of them are Muhammadans? 

MEMBER in oharge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly): <n I Deluding two in legislative 
Department, 9. 

(it) None. 


Nominalion of Muslim candidates to sit at Bengal Civil Service 
examinations. ^ 

•43. Maulvi MOHAMED SADEQUEt (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Me m 1 st in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) how many tumlidates for Bengal Civil Service (Senior and 
Junior) were nominated to sit at the competitive examina- 
tions last, year; and 
( it ) how* many of them were Muslim? 

(h) Will the Dou ble Member l»e pleased to state whether the Muslim 
candidates to sit at the competitive examinations are nominated on the 
basis of the circular that 4o per cent, of the posts should be given to 
qualified Muhammadans? 

The Hon’Mt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) The numbers were ( i ) 200 
and (it) 90. 

(b) Yes. 


Unstarrcd Questions 

(answers to wijjeh were laid on the table). 

Location of Munsife* oourts of Daooa. 

IBB. Maulvi EYED MD. ATIQULLAH: (a) Is the HonTile Mem- 
ber in charge of the Judicial Department aware that the litigant public 
and tb« members of tbe Bar ht Dacca are feeling inconvenience owing to 
the removal of the Munsif’s courts to a place far away from tbe other 
court premises P 
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(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of 
removing the jaid inconvenience at an early dateP 

MEMBER in ohtrge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): (a) Yes. 

W Yes. 

Maulvi EYED MD. ATIQULLAH: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state when the inconvenience is likely to be removed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The scheme will have^to take 
its place with other schemes for the allotment of funds. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is there a scheme to erect a 
suitable building in the place where the present civil court Nazarat 
building stands and is it not a fact that the scheme is already in the 
possession of Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 am afraid 1 must ask for 
notice. 


Satkhira-Khulna projected railway. 

107. Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railways) be pleased to 
state whether there is any likelihood at present of Satkhira being con- 
nected by railway with Khulna? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: No. The Railway Board have 
recently intimated that the prospects of the line do not justify its 
construction. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

Demands for grants. 

22.^0meral Administration. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Khan Sahib Maulvi ABDUS SATTAR: “That the demand of 
R». 1,18,000 under the head * 22 A.— Bodyguard Establishment’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (page 66, Civil Estimate).** 

•Hint JOGENDRA NATH MOITRA: “ That the demand of 
Re. 2,25,840 under the head * 22 A. — Staff and Household of the Gover- 
nor — Pay of Establishment ’ be reduced by Rs. 40,000 (page 66, Civil 
Estimate).” 
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Mint TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: “ That the demand of 

Rs. 87,350 loader the heed 4 22A. — General Administration — Staff and 
Household of the Governor — Supplies and Services * be~ reduced by 
Rs. 37,360 (page 63, Civil Estimate).” 

Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAM/TD: “ That the demand of Rs. 4,65,000 
under the head * 22A.~ -Staff and Household of the Governor ’ be refused 
(page 63, Civil Estimate).” 

trijlft TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: “That the demand of 

Rs. 4,65,000 under the head *22A. — General Administration — Staff and 
Household of the Governor’ be reduced by Rs. 1,65,000 (page 63, Civil 
Estimate).” 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: That the demand of 

Its.' 4,65,000 under the head ‘ 22A. Staff and Household of Governor * 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (page 63, Civil Estimate).” 

irijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: “That the demand of 

Rs. 80,000 under the head ‘2211 — Expenditure from contract allowance’ 
be reduced by It*. 40,000 (page 66, Civil Estimate).” 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA and Babu AMARENDRA NATH 
CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 80,000 under the head 4 22B. — Ex- 
penditure from contract allowance 1 lie reduced by Re. 1 (page 66, 
Civil Estimate).” 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: “ That the demand of 

Rs. 400 under the head ‘ 22B. — Executive Council — Hill allowances ’ 
lie refused (page 67, Civil Estimate).” 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I beg to move that th$ 
demaud of R*. 19.000 under the head “ 221) — Executive Council ” lie 
refused (page 67, Civil Estimate! 

Sir, the total expenditure under the head Executive Council ” is 
nearly Rs. 3 lakhs. But the whole of this expenditure is not submitted 
to the vote of the legislative Council. The Members of the Executive 
Council like all members of the heaven-bom services have their salaries 
and allowances placed in the non-voted list. Their salaries and allow- 
ances have been placed beyond the control of the members of this 
Council, and only a modest sum of Rs. 19,000 has been submitted 
for the vote of this Council. I desire to take this opportunity to raise 
« constitutional question, viz., whether or not the Executive Council 
ahbntd continue to form part of the Government of the province. Sir, 
the Council form of Government was established in the early years of 
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British rule in this country. It was in suspension for about SO years, 
but was resurrected about 18 years ago and has been in active opera* 
tion since then. Now, what has been the achievements of this anted*- 
luvian institution? Has the Executive Council of the province suc- 
ceeded in securiug the welfare and happiness of the people? The most 
important departments of Governmental activity have been under the 
control of the Executive Council. But the question is, how has this 
body discharged its functions? What is the condition of the health 
of the province? What is the position, of education in this provinceP 
How have law and order been maintained in Bengal? What is the 
condition of the jails? How are our political prisoners treated? These 
are questions which have engaged the attention of the country for a 
long time past; and the verdict of the country on the work of the 
Executive Council is that it has failed in the performance of its duties 
and that the time has come when this antediluvian system should 
make room for a better system. Quite recently a number of important 
subjects, like education, sanitation, and local self-government, have 
been transferred to the hands of the elected members of the Legislative * 
Council. But the Ministers under this system have been asked to make 
bricks without straw. The defects of diarchy have been pointed out 
on many occasions in this House as well as outside and I will not 
recount them here again, but it is clear to e\*ery body that diarchy 
is not only an unworkable system, but it is also an inefficient system. 

It is a system of compromise and of half measures, and it has never 
given any satisfaction to the people. The Ministers who have had 
practical experience of the system have condemned the system of 
diarchy and many members of the Executive Council also have said 
-that the system is unworkable. The minority members of the Deforms 
Enquiry Committee — gentlemen whose loyalty is beyond all question, 
gentlemen who have served the Government well and faithfully, gentle- 
men who hold most moderate views — have said that diarchy is unwork- 
able. A man like Sir Srinivasa Shastri said thnt half and half system is 
Mull of irritation, it wears out the nerves of those who work it. If opinion 
is unanimous on any question of Indian politics, it is the question of 
diarchy. The cry is heard from every part of the country, from every 
corner of the province, that diarchy must go. Even Tx>rd Birkenhead 
some time ago from htf 'place in the House of Lords observed that the 
system was not a desirabtk one. 

Mr. PRISIDCNT (the Hon*bl« Raja Manmatha Nath Ray 
Ohandhari, af •antoth): I suppose your motion relates to the Executive 
Council and not to diarchy. 

1046 a. li. 

Or. PRAMATHANAYH lAM&RJIAs The Executive Council is 
part of the system of diarchy, and I am discussing t^e constitutional 
question. Now, the cry has been raised from every part of the province 
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that diarchy hlu«t go and that it should make room for a more efficient 
system of Government. Everywhere in the world we find that auto- 
cracy has given place to a responsible form of Government. Look at 
any country in the world and nowhere will you find to-day the auto- 
cratic system of Government, Will India continue to be an exception t 
Will Bengal for ever be ruled by autocratic methods ? It is for this 
Council to give an answer. I know the powers of the Bengal legisla- 
tive Council are limited; we have no authority to amend the constitu- 
tion. But even within the limited sphere of our activity we have to 
do our duty and it is our duty to tell the authorities in dear aud 
unmistakable terms that the present system of Council Government has 
failed to give satisfaction to the j>eople and to promote their welfare 
and happiness. If we do this, we shall be helping not only to remove 
the present anomalous and antediluvian system, hut to bring into being 
a system which will he entirely responsible to the people and responsive 
to the needs of the country. 

R*i HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : In rising to support my 
friend Dr. Pramathanath Bunerjea in this motion I shall recall what 
happened la-t year when a motion of a similar character was moved by 
Maulvi Kkramul limp The Maulvi Sahel) had tabled a motion refusing 
the demand for the Executive Council. Of course the motion was dis- 
cussed at the time when we walked out of the Council and the Hon’ble 
Sir Hugh Stephenson taking advantage of the opportunity made a speech 
in which he advanced certain arguments and gave expression to certain 
thoughts — li is personal views, a- he wa* particular to mention — only in 
that connection. Now, what did Sir Hugh Stephenson mivP He said 
that no case had been made out for the early appointment of a Royal 
Commission or for further advance towards responsible Government, of 
the enlargement of the powers of the legislature, because he thought 
that it was not possible for us to pass the rtm rove test which would he 
laid down by the Royal Commission as he was afraid that in the firsts 
place, the Council would not l*» able to answer the question how far we 
have been able to work the constitution, and in the next place, even the 
electorates were not doing their duty satisfactorily, at least in the way 
that was expected of them. He thought that thffv could be no demand 
for the early appointment of a Royal Communion for the establishment 
of full responsible Government, because the legislators or rather the 
majority of the legislators were following a policy of obstruction in the 
Council, and because the electorates had the hardihood of returning men 
unacceptable to the bureaucrats, men who did not consider it their duty 
to support the irresponsible executive Government in season and out of 
aeason. That being the case Sir Hugh Stephenson thought the Council 
or rather the people of this country will not be able to justify their 
petition before the Royal Commission and ao he pleaded that the present 
form of constitution or rather the present form of executive Government 
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should continue for a time, until in their opinion it would be proper to 
confer full responsible Government on the provinces and he said in so 
many words that they were merely “ keeping the machine working ih 
the meanwhile f \ That was of course said by Sir Hugh Stephenson in 
Bis individual capacity, but those views were expressed exactly in a 
similar manner by Sir Alexander Muddiman in the Legislative Assembly 
not in his individual capacity, but as a spokesman of the Central 
Government. As we all know, Sir, every Britisher in this country is or 
is supposed to be the Government established by law* in this land, not 
to speak of the high officials like Sir Hugh Stephenson, it is therefore 
not a matter of wonder at all that Sir Hugh Stephenson’s personal and 
individual views tallied exactly with Sir Alexander Muddiman’s official v 
views. If I remember aright Sir Alexander Muddiman said in the 
Legislative Assembly that there was not the right sort of co-operation 
Between the legislature and the executive Government and therefore 
the legislature was precluded from making any demand for responsible 
Government. That was the sum and substance of what Sir Alexander* 
Muddiman said. Since then such a motion was tabled again in the 
Legislative Assembly and the inevitable reply was repeated and what 
was more, a new theory, what I may characterise as the crocodile theory, 
has been advanced. It has been urged in connection with a similar 
motion before the Legislative Assembly that so long as you have got to 
live in water yon must make friends with the crocodiles. The crocodile 
picture is indeed un exact and apt picture of the bureaucracy drawn as 
it is by themselves and therefore. Sir, I hope, we shall not be pulled up 
if in future we have to remark against the crocodile tears of sympathy 
that are sometimes shed by our trustees. Thus, Sir, it is said that we 
must make the best of a bad job, we must suffer to be exploited, for that 
is apparently what is meant by the proposal to make friends with the 
crocodiles so long as we have got to live with them. That may be their 
point of view, but our point of view is this that we must make it impos- 
sible for the crocodiles to go on in this irresponsible and unresponsive 
fashion. We must make it impossible for them to continue in their 
irresponsible career without opposition and without obstruction; that 
is our reply. The country may not 1h» ripe for taking such steps as will 
ensure the removal of the present irresponsible executive Govern- 
ment, and secure to it full responsible Government, but being the 
trusted representatives of the people we ore in duty bound to express 
the feelings of the country and must say that we do not want any more 
the continuance of the irresponsible executive and that we are not 
prepored to put up with it any longer. Sir Hugh Stephenson said that 
they are simply “ keeping the machine going on How they are 
working the machine we all know. Since last April, since exactly the 
time hi« speech was made they are mishandling a question of capital 
importance to the country, the question of communal tension 
Between the two great communities in India; and that is why tha 
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communal riot* and all such things are going on and there is really no 
peace and order in this country. Then again, Sir, are they really 
keeping the machine going on? — No, it has hopelessly broken down. 
They have inaugurated a rule of unlaw and a reign of tenor. They are % 
really working not with the help of the ordinary law, but they are 
simply defending tbeir position by resorting to lawless laws and by 
interning innocent people without bringing them to trial, witjbout 
securing any legal conviction to them. Is this any civilised form of 
Government? It is simple a revival of barbarism and nothing else; it 
is simply a revival of such mediaeval things Bastilles and towers, 
oubliettes and dungeons, left res de ratchets and star chambers. A 
Government which is capable of such things should make early room for 
any other form of Government that may l>e capable of administering 
efficiently the country; that may be capable of securing to the country 
real peace, order and good government and not what is supposed to be 
peace, order and good government in the dictionary of the bureaucrats. 

Sir ABD-U R-RAH I M : Now that the question has been raised 
whether this form of Government should !h* maintained or should be 
replaced by full responsible Government, I do not think it would lie 
right on our part to give our votes if the matter goes to a division with- 
out my explaining our position. So far as 1 am aware, there are no two 
opinions in the country either among the Hindus or among the Muham- 
madans on this point. The All- India Moslem League for several years 
in succession have been passing this resolution with perhaps much 
greater emphasis even' year than in the preceding year. The Muslim 
opinion in Bengal also is to the sume effect that the present system has 
to come to an end as soon as possible and it has to 1 h» replaced by a 
better system. The opinion of the country is also now ununimou* that 
it is impossible to go back to the old system of Government. So far as 
1 am aware, even the English opinion — at any rate a great body of 
English opinion — is to the same effect : you cannot go hack to the old 
system: you have to make an advance on the lines chulked out by the 
Government of India Act. As regards the proposition, therefore, which 
has been enunciated«by Dr. Pramathanatb Banerjea and Rai Harendra- 
nath Chaudhuri with eloquence which of course I cannot emulate, there 
can l»e no doubt. The details have to be worked out. As regards the 
position of minorities, the Muslim opinion is absolutely emphatic, 
unanimous, and f believe it is the opinion all over the country — 1 am 
talking of the whole of India — that there must be ample and proper 
safeguards for the protection of the rights and interest* of the minority. 
We have also adopted the principle that each community must have its 
due representation by separate electorates and in accordance with the 
strength of the population. So, 1 say the details have to be worked out. 
But so far as the general proposition is concerned with which alone we 
are now concerned, there is no difference of opinion, so far as I know, 
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among: the Hindus and Muhammadans, and I think it is the opinion of 
all that this system has to be changed. It has to go and <give place to 
a better system. 

11 A.M. 


Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: I hoped that Sir Abd-ur-Rahim would 
criticize the Executive Council. It would have been interesting to hear 
the criticism of an ^-Executive Councillor % on the Executive Council 
itself. However I should like as a British Member to make one criticism 
at any rate on the Executive Council of this province. Now there are 
four of them, I consider that the Executive Councillors do not do suffi- 
cient touring in the province itself. I suggest with all due deference 
that the province should he mapped out and thoroughly toured during 
the coming year by the Hon’ble Members of the Executive Council. 
There is in my mind and in the minds of a great many other inhabitants 
of this province also the idea that there is a tendency, a considerable 
tendency, for a great deul too much concentration in this great city of 
Calcutta. While I recognise entirely the importance of Calcutta, 
nevertheless, I think, something like 4(> out of 47$ millions of the people 
live in the country and the concentration — owing to perhaps this 
Council and Writers’ Buildings — the concentration that happens here 
in Calcutta, I say, means neglect of the people of the country to some 
extent. I hope that my suggestion will not be lost sight of during this 
coming year. The Members of the Council should not only go to the 
Sadar town itself and inspect it but go to the country-side and live in 
tent# and would then realize more the needs of the people in the 
countryside in regard to their health and sanitation and so on. 

Mr* SARAT C. BA8U S Mr. President, the matter that we are now 
concerned with is the motion for the refusal of Rs. 19,000 for the 
expenditure on the staff of the Executive Council. I have not been 
able to understand exactly how the matter stands. Out of this 
Rs. 19,000 I got it from the budget that Rs. 16,000 is non-voted and 
Rs. 3,000 is voted. 

Thi Hon'blt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No, the whole of it is voted. 

Mr. SARAT C. BASU : Thank you, Sir. 

Now the principal item in the list of “ 22D — Executive Council ” 
is the pay of the Members, Rs. 2,56,000. This is non-voted there ie 
no question about that, Now what passes my comprehension is this— 
the matter of the Executive Council and Executive Councillors is 
beyond the vote of this Council. It is only, as we get it from the 
report the pay and other charges of the menials that are here shown. 
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Now this looks like blowing hot and cold in the same breath. The princi- 
pal thing is thi pay of the Members of the Executive Council but only 
the menial portion is given to us. I believe it is for this reason — although 
it is a very humble portion of the total expenditure — the intention of 
the legislature is to give an opportunity to the members of the Council 
to express their opinion as to the necessity of the Executive Council. 
This is not the occasion to discuss that big question but what I want 
to invite your attention to, is that when the Reforms Bill was introduced 
there was a distinct hope given to the public — and I may quote the 
words of Mr. Montagu — that it is the provinces in which the earliest 
step towards progressive realisation of responsible Government should 
be taken: “Some measures of responsibility should be given at once 
and our aim is to give full responsibility as soon as conditions permit. 
This involves at once giving the provinces the largest meusure of 
independence — legislative, administrative and financial of the Govern- 
ment of India which is compatible with the due discharge by the latter 
of its own responsibilities.” Now after this hope or, I should say, the 
promise so given have we moved a single step towards the realisation 
of that hope, towards the advancement of the independence which has 
been promised to the people at large!' I submit we have not advanced 
an inch. If there has been any motion the motion has been backward, 
it has been a retrograde step altogether. Now as this is one of the 
things which have l»een given to us for votes 1 submit that the only 
thing we cun do is to disallow this item in order to mark our sense that 
we should have greater control of the administration of the country. 
In fact it has been one of the complaints of this country that we 
know there are Executive Councillors, we hear of them but we never 
see them. If the Members of the Executive Council had gone out on 
touring from district to district and from division to division they 
would have come in touch with the people, would have known the masses, 
would have given the people an opportunity of expressing to them 
their grievances directly, which is one of the means to make the 
Government popular. Now-a-duys the tomb )>etween the people and 
the administrators has ceased to exist. Even the District Officers are 
known by their seclusion. In former days they used to visit the 
country which they had to administer, enquired into their grievances, 
into their wants. Now-a-day# these officers have become hushed 
up officers and the people cannot see them, do not see 
them and therefore cannot convey to them their wants and require- 
ments. If the Members of the Executive Council had gone on touring 
the Government of the country would have become very popular instead 
of becoming unpopular. The amount is not large, in fact, I would 
have supported the motion even if it were many times more if we had 
an assurance that the Councillors would go about the country enquiring 
into the requirements of the people. But what strikes me as wonderful 
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is why should the pay of the Members be non-voted whereas the 
question of the pay of their staff and travelling allowance should be 
voted. This has given us an opportunity to express our opinion that 
we do not like the present system of administration and therefore all 
possible method for bringing the present state of things to an end 
should have the support of the House. 

The HonHMe Mr. A. N. MOBERLY : Sir, as the mover of this 
motion knows very well — and he pointed it out himself — it is not a 
subject for the Government of Bengal. The complaint which has been 
made is against the Government of India Act and we cannot take any 
steps towards amending it. The Executive Council — at any rate one 
Member of the Executive Council — is sorry to find that he is not 
giving satisfaction though he is trying to do his best and will continue 
to do ho, but so long as tbc Act is in force the Executive Council will 
have to continue and they cannot make room for any other body until 
they are formally replaced by an amendment of the Act. 

Sir, I am not going to express my individual views on the subject. 
In the first place I am very new to this job and in the second place it 
may be that what I say now will 1 h* brought up against me in future. 

I may mention, however, that to the best of my recollection the 
Executive Council had been in existence for some time before the 
passing of the Government of India Act which grafted the diarchy on 
to the Executive Council and that the Executive Council was not 
invented us part of the system of diarchy. 

I do not propose to attempt an elaborate defence of the Executive 
Council or even of my own portfolios. If I were to do so it would 
take considerable time and besides this is not the time to do so. 
Members will be given opportunities to criticise my own department 
and other departments in detail. I have no doubt that full advantage 
will be taken of those opportunities. 

Coming to this particular motion I should like to point out that if 
motions 31 and 32 had been moved instead of this one, it would 
probably hove been more satisfactory for persons who wanted merely 
to criticise the Government of India Act. The effect of refusing ibis 
Rs. 19,000 under the head “ Executive Council M will be that the 
menials who have to work under the Executive Council will be deprived 
of their pay, travelling allowances and hill allowances. The purpose 
of passing a censure on the Executive Council would have been equally 
achieved by carrying a Re. 1 cut. Bat I think that it is a mis tak e — 
at least it is not fair— that the unfortunate menials who cannot get up 
in Council and defend themselves should be deprived of their n e c e s sary 
allowances, I hope therefore that the Council will reject this motion. 
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Dr. BIDHAft CHANDRA ROY l Sir, do I understand that if thia ' 
motion is carried, the cost would not be certified by His Excellency P 

The Hon* We Mr. A. N. MOBERLY i I cannot speak for Hia 
Excellency. 

The motion of Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea was then put and a 
division was taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


A Hamad. Maulvi Aaimuddin. 

AH, Maulvi Syad Nauabar. 

Bagahi, eatai Rmnn Chandra. 

Bakth, Maulvi Kadar. 

Banarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Batat Pramatha Nath. 

Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Bannarjaa, tabu Jitandralal. 

Batu, Batai iaai Sakhar. 

Batu, Mr. P. C. 

Batu, Mr. Sarat C. 

Bin. a », Batai Surandra Nath. 

Bituaa, Maulvi Abdul Latif. 

Bata, Babu Bajay Kriahna. 

Bata, Mr. S. C. 

Chakravarti, Batai dagindra Chandra. 
Cbakraburtty, Batai datindra Nath. 
Chattarjaa, Babu Umac Chandra. 
Chattarjaa, trijut Bijay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Rat Narandranath. 

Chaudhury, Maulvi Kharthad Siam. 

Ota Rapt*, Or. 4. M. 

Oatta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Oatta, Babu Amulya Chandra. 

Outl, Batai Barai Kumar. 

Chaaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Oupta, Mr. Jataah Chandra. 

Mimataingka, Batai Prabhu Oayaf. 

Manna, Kaxi Imdadul. 

Maaain, Nauah Muaharruf, Khan 
Bahadur. 


Mur, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kkramul. 
Huaain, Maulvi Syad Maetail. 

Ismail, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad. 
Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Maulvi Abut. 

Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaxxant AIL. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuddin. 

Maiti, Babu MahtnA>a Nath. 

Mania, Maulvi Chaudhury Oaiam. 
Mukarjaa, Srijut Taraknath. 

Naximuddin, Mr. Khuaja. 

Rahim, Sir AlKMir». 

Rahman, Maulvi Axixur. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamaur. 

Rauf, Maulvi Syad Abdur. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Babu Manmalha Nath. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyandrai 
Nath. 

Sadaqua, Maulvi M aha mad. 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Sattar, Mr. Abdaal Raxak Najaa Abdaai. 
San, Babu Nagandra Nath. 

San Bupta, Mr. 4. M. 

Salat man, Maulvi Muhammad. 


MO it. 


Aaharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shaahi 
Kanta, at Muktagaaha, My m a na ingh. 
Addama»WHliama, Mr. C. 

A b ama d , Maulvi Kaairuddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Cmaduddin. 

All, Mr. Attaf. 

Atiquiiah, Maulvi Syad Md. 

Chakravarti, tha Haa*Ma Mr. Byamkm. 
Ch audh ur i , tha Han**# Nauah Bahadur 
•tayid Nauah AH, Khan Bahadur, af 
OhuuharL 
Caban, Mr. O. 4. 

CBapar, Mr. c. 0. 

Cruwtani, Mr. T. C. 

Oa. Mr. k. C. 


Oanald, tha Hantaa Mr. 4 . 

Dr umm and, Mr. 4. 0. 

Outt, Mr. t. S. 

Paraqui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 
Parraatar, Mr. 4. Camghatl. 

•hath Maulik, Batai Satyandra Chandra, 
thuxnavi, tha Manta# Hadji Mr. A. K 
Abu Ahmad Khan. 

OHahriat, Mr. R. N. 

HatabuHah, Nauah Khwaja. 

Maqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axixul. 
Human*, Maulvi LatafaL 
4 a mm, Mr. P. S. 

J a n aauay, Mr. 4. N. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Lnhiri, Mr. Bnannta Kumar. 

Laird, Mr. R. M 
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1 tfMtUr, Utat««s»it'C#M*i4rt 4. C. H. 

Mr. H. C. 

LflMMy, Mr. 4. H. 

Mtfuirt, Mr. L. T. 

Msrr, Mr. A. 

Mattimdar, fill Bahadur dadunath. 
•UCtuckir, Mr. I. T. 

MiUtr, Mr. C. C. 

Mltttfi Sir hravath Chundar. 

M©6*rly, tha Htabl# Mr. A. N. 

Marta n, Mr. 0. 

Mukrrji, Mr. B. C. 

Handy. Maharaj Kumar Srit Chandra. 
Oattn, Mr. K. P. 

Ordiah. Mr. 4. S. 

PMJpt, Mr. Travar 4. 

Philip. Mr. 4. V. 

Pranliaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Mahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur-. 


day. Baku Mataadra Narayaa. 

Ray. Maharaja Jafindra Nath, at Malar. 
Ray, tha Han't)# Maharaja Bahadur 
Kthaunifb Chandra, at Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. B. N. 

Saahaa, Mr. P. A. 

Sanya), Babu Baohindra Narayan. 

Barhar, Rai Sahib Ratoati Mahan. 

Shah, Mr. Ohalam Haatain. 

Binha, Raja Bahadur Bhupaitdra Narayan 
at Naahipur. 

Shinntr, Mr. B. A. 

Btuart-Witliama, Mr. S. C. 

B ultra ward y, Mr. H. B. 

Thompaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travtrt, Mr. W. L. 

Waadhaad, Mr. 4. A. 

Wardsararth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 58 and the Noes 65, the motion wus lost. 


Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKERS I move that the demand of 
Its. 19,000 under the head “ 22D. — Executive Council ” reduced 
by Hs. 1(M) (page 67, Civil Estimate). 

From the nature of the cut proposed under this motion, you will 
realise, Sir, that it is not my desire to curtail the luxuries of the 
Members of the Executive Council to which they have been so long 
accustomed, for they are all honourable men and in this regime they 
must have their pompous luxuries. Nor again, Sir, do I desire to 
suggest any reduction of their numbers for they have, forsooth, such 
heavy responsibilities to discharge that the question of there not being 
sufficient work for a team of four does not arise at all. 

Far be it from me now to touch them so directly. Mine is a con* 
stitutioual issue seeking to alter the basis of their position, the nature 
of their office in this province — the replacement of the present system 
of diarchical Government by a unitary Government responsible to and 
removeable by the Legislature. I submit, Sir, I need not have 
sought for this opportunity to bring out this issue before this House if 
my resolution on this subject had met with a better fate than it did. 
I must here state that 1 am obliged to you, Sir, for your generosity 
in not disallowing the resolution altogether. It found a place in the 
agenda book after, of course, a series of pruning, in a mutilated form 
which bore but an auicmic resemblance to the original. But, Sir, as 
you know, some high personage who has been made unnameable and 
unmentionable by the constitution which you seek to administer and 
we seek to replace, has ordained it otherwise by virtue of his arbitrary 
powers conferred on him by the constitution. His plea was that the 
resolution of responsible Government in the province is not a 
subject of primary concern to this Government. 
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This, Sir, m typical of the powers wielded by the Executive Govern- 
ment. 

The Executive Council forms the pivot of the present hybrid system 
of Government* The system of diarchy of which the Executive 
Government is the better and the powerful half has been condemned in 
no uncertain terms on many occasions on the floor of this House and 
outside it. It has been condemned by all shades of opinion — Liberals, 
Responsivistp,, Co-operators, or Non -co-operators they all have used 
identical language in critcising it. So I need not again trot out the 
glaring instances which will illustrate the unsuitable and unworkable 
nature of the machinery imposed ou us. 

Government to be effective must be unitary and Government to be 
useful and benevolent must be responsible to the people they are to 
govern. Diarchy, however, Sir, gives us a government, one part of 
w'hich is supposed to look downwards to the people for support, the other 
looking upward to White Hall for inspiration. 

The ministerial half in charge of the Development Departments is 
expec ted to minister to the welfare of the people, while the Reserved 
half is bent on repressing the healthy growth of manhood in the pro- 
vince, in restricting the liberty of the bright young men that were 
contributing to the moral and material prosperity of our people. In 
this nation-killing activity of the Executive Council, some of our 
Ministers actively participate while others look on as dumb helpless 
spectators. 

The Executive Council coutrols, again, the finances, the services and^* 
above all, not an unsubstantial number of votes in the Council whose 
constituency is the Government House or the Clive Street. This 
arrangement of things naturally and automat ically makes the positions 
of the Hoirble Ministers simply dependent upon the good wishes of their 
maater-rttm-colleagues, the Member* of the Executive Council. Under 
these circumstances the so-called popular branch of the Government is 
nothing but a subordinate adjunct of the irresponsible half. And the 
two can pull on together only to strengthen the hands of the irrespons- 
ible and irremovable bureaucracy. The programme of attacking it in 
its citadel is* therefore a hollow myth. For those, who are working it for 
whatever it is worth, there is indeed a plentiful harvest to reap. The 
Council is turned to a fertile field for intrigues, rivalries, mutual 
squabbles and recriminations. 

Now, Sir, in order that the politics in this province might flow along 
healthy natural channel, diarchy must be replaced without any further 
loss of time by a system of unitary government responsible to and re- 
movable by the Legislature. The administration cannot be usefully 
carried on by an Executive Council that feels no necessity of * 

7 
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consulting the interest and opinion of the people. Nor can the adminis- 
tration be popular in character so long as it is actually conducted by 
officers who are ostensibly the servants of the public, but who are really 
their masters, not being responsible to the people but to an authority, 
six thousand miles away for their future promotion and prospects. The 
position of the Governor, Sir, must be remodelled on the pattern of a 
constitutional ruler in any of the provinces of a federal British Domi- 
nion. To-day the power exercised by the Governor is wholly incon- 
sistent, Sir, with the principle of responsible Governmenl. 

11-30 a. ii. 

His position should be reduced to that of a guide, philosopher and friend. 
He should no longer remain the supreme arbiter and dictator. 

Nor can the existing relations between the Government of Bengal 
and that of India remain intact. The responsible autonomous Govern- 
ment in the province would demand the modification of the so many 
restrictions that have been put upon the provincial Government. The 
authority of the Government of India over the provincial administration 
should be limited to an irreducible minimum. 

Nor should the Government of India roll in luxury, while the depart- 
ments here are practically being starved. The readjustment of the 
sources of' revenue tat ween the provincial and the central establishments 
has become urgent. 

TH« Hon’blt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: On the previous motion I have 
already pointed out that I do not want to discuss the constitutional 
questions which are not the concern of the Government of Bengal. I 
‘recognise that this cut is more in the nature of a vote of censure on the 
Government of India Act than the last one which aimed merely at 
depriving the menials of their allowances, but I cannot go into the 
constitutional question generally, I therefore formally oppose the 
motion. 

The motion of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


anal* Maatvi tyei Heat mmai. 
Adam**, Maatvi AtimaMift. 

All, Maatvi ftyvi MaasAtc. 
•a**!, tsba ftwatt Odaaara. 
aafcsA, Maatvi Ka#«r. 

•aaarjva* Dr. PramatAanata. 
•aaarjt* Data P raamtA a Mata, 
l aa a r jsa, Mr. A. 0. 
laaatrjvs, Data Jitmratai. 
Data, labs aati Aaaaar. 

•ava, Mr, a, C. 
lasa* Mr. tarat 0. 


AY II. 

aims, am lanaira Mata, 
am am avjvy Kriiaaa. 

Ma, Mr. «. a. 

OHadravarti, am 4«tifttfni CAaiMra. 
Odakradartty, am Aatiaira Mata. 
OdattvrjM, trijut allay Kama r. 
oaaamri, Mai Marta Srmaata. 
C fc t — ta r y, Maatvi K at rM n i Alaat 
Das aapta. Or. 4. M. 
oatta, am aaaii oamrm. 

Oatta, am Amatya OtaaMra . 

Oatt, am tarat Kumar. 
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Ohaaa, MM AffNi* Math. 

Bupta, »r. iamm **»dra. 
HimatataBk*. MfeM ^ra^M Oayal. 
Hamm, Kail MUM. 

Mm. Kkn UM Maulvi Ekramul. 


Karim, Maulvi AMI. 
Ka mm, Maulvi Abut. 


KM, Khan tahib Maulvi Muaixam All. 
Khan, Maulvi TamixuUtfin. 

Haiti, hahu Mahandra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, trijut Taraknatk. 

Naahar, tabu Nam Chandra. 

NaiiauMMln, Mr. Khvraja. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur*. 


Rahman, Maulvi thamturs 
RAufr Maulvi tyad Ahdur. 

Ray, Or. Kuntud tankar. 

Ran tabu Manmatka Nath. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur tatyandra 
Nath. 

tadaaua, Maulvi Mahamad. 

Sarkar, Baku Naliniranian. 

Uttar, Mr. Ahdaal Rank Majaa Ahdaal. 
•an, tabu Nacandra Nath. 

•an, Mr. Utiah Chandra. 

•an Bupta, Mr. 4, M. 

•alaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 


NOCB. 


Aaharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja •haahi 
Kanta, af Muktagatha, Mymantinth. 
Addam*- William*, Mr. C. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kaairuddin. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi 


All, Mr. Altai. 

Atiuullah, Maulvi dyad Md. 

Ohakravartl, tha Han'bfa Mr. Byamkaa. 
Chaudhuri, tha Man'Wt Nawah Bahadur 
Uiyid Nawah All, Khan Bahadur, af 
Ohanhari. 

Cahan, Mr. O. 4. 

Caapar, Mr. C. 8. 

Crawfard, Mr. T. C. 

Oa. Mr. K. C. 

Oay, Mr. c. a. 

BanaM, tha Manila Mr. 4. 

Orummand, Mr. i. B. 

Mutt, Mr. B. •. 

Bddia, Mr. A. MaO. 

Paraaui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 
Parraatar, Mr. 4. Oampball. 

•hash Maulik, Bnhu tatyandra bhandra. 
Bhusnavi, tha HanMa Nadji Mr. A. K. 

Ahu Ahmad Khan. 

B i l ah ri at, Mr. R. N. 

Nnhtbullah. Nawah Khvmja. 

Huaaain, Maulvi Latafal 
Man, Mr. P. t. 
laa aawa y, Mr. 4. N. 


Baaaata Kw 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Ltautuaaat^al 


N. C. 

. 4. N. 


4. C. N. 


Mafuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Marumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath. 

MaCluakia, Mr. B. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Millar, Sir Pravath Chundar. 

Maharly, tha Han’hla Mr. A. N. 

Marfan, Mr. Q. 

Mwkarji, Mr. •. C. 

Nantfy, Maharaj Kumar tria Bhandra. 

Oat an, Mr. C. P. 

Ordiah, Mr. 4 . K. 

Phalpa, Mr. Travar 4. 

Philip, Mr. 4. V. 

Pranliaa, Mr. W. O. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Ahdur. 

Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Bah. 

Ray, Baku Nacandra Narayan. ^JfcVC 

Ray, Maharaja Jap indra Nath, af llatar. K 

Ray, tha Han 'hi# Maharaja 

Kahauniah Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr f K. 0. 

Ray, Mr. •. N. 
taahaa, Mr. P. A. 
tenyaJ, Bahu Bt ahi nd r a Narayan. 
tarbadhikari, Dr. Bir Oava Praaad. 
tarkar, Rai tabib Rabat! 


•la ha. Raja Bahadur 
af H aahlp ur. 

Skinnar, Mr. •. A. 
•tuan.Wiiiiamc, Mr. 8. 0. 
Bwbrawardy, Mr. H. A. 
T h a m pa an , Mr. W. N. 
r. W. L. 


B k u pan f ra Narayan 


W a r dawa rth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes Wing 55 and the Noes 67 the motion was loat. 


Bafew BUOY KRISHNA BOSE: I beg to move that the demand 

of Rs, 19,000 under the head ‘‘22 D. — Executive Council ” be reduced 
by Re. 1 fpage 67, Civil Estimate). 


*8 
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I have no deaire to inflict a speech on the Council after what hat 
been Maid on the subject whefl the last motion was discussed, but there 
are one or two things .which I want to say in order to draw the attention 
of the House. My motion is exactly a motion of censure on the Govern- 
ment of India Act as has been put by the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly. We 
have every right to draw the attention of the Government of India 
through the Government of Bengal that we do not want the Executive 
Council and it is precisely for that reason that I wanted to move this 
motion which stands in my name. 

There is one other aspect to which I would like to draw the attention 
of the House, namely, what has been pointed out by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Moberly that this Council has jurisdiction over the menials of the 
Executive Council but not over them, their masters. I do not knew how to 
express my sense of resentment and the resentment of the Council over 
such a state of things. As a matter of fact these Executive Councillors 
are our masters and not our servants and it is the spirit of the 6overn- 
ment of India Act. I should like to point out that this is a state of things 
to which we as self-respecting members of this Council cannot for a 
moment agree and therefore I say that the Government of Bengal will in 
no unmistakable terms tell the Royal Commission that this Council do hot 
want the Executive Council. I feel that so long as the Executive Coun- 
cil consists of men who come in under different colour and different creed 
there is no chance of this motion being carried. Look at what has been 
done in Delhi the other day. The leader of the Responsivist Party in 
India, Mr. Jayakar, moved that the demand for the Executive Council 
of the Government of India be reduced not by one rupee as I do but 
y %o one rupee and this motion was carried. Ixx>k at what our Responsi- 
vift friend* here are doing. They say that they belong to the same party 
of which Mr. Jayakar is the leader and Mr. Jayakar does one thing at 
Delhi and the irresponsible Responsivists in Bengal go to the Govern- 
ment lobby to work the reforms to be on the same side as, and brush 
tlieir shoulders with, the Members of the Executive Council and the 
Ministers. Shame on these Responsivists of Bengal who vote on the 
side of Government and do not follow their leader, Mr. Jayakar! With 
these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The HOft*bl« Mr. A. N. MOEERLY: This motion has exactly the 
same effect as the last one and I do not propose to waste the time of 
the Council by saying anything further than what I said before. 

The motion of Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose was then put and lost. 

11-46 a. ii. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Of all the motions from No. to No. 87 it 
appears to me that No. 54 is the most comprehensive and I propose 
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to take that fort. I, therefore, cal] upon Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee 
to move his motion. 

BatNl JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to 
move the motion that stands against my name, namely, that the demand 
of Rs. 1,46,000 tinder the head ”22E. — Ministers” be refused (page 67, 
Civil Estimate). 

Sir, nothing irt the whole of my political life has given me greater 
pleasure than that I should have the privilege of moving this motion 
to-day. It is not because I have any animus against any of the Minis* 
tera who occujfy office at the present time; in fact, so far as one of them 
is concerned, I have, had, and shall continue to have — for some time 
at least — the greatest possible respect and esteem. Sir, it is not a 
question of personalities at all, but it is one of the deepest convic- 
tions of my heart that, by accepting office in the present state of things, 
the Ministers have placed themselves in a false and awkward position — 
a positiou in which they are like the fifth wheel of a coach. They can- 
not do any good to themselves : they can do enormous evil to the country 
and its cause: they §re powerless for good but they are powerful for 
mischief. (Hear, hear.) That is the charge which I bring against 
them: and seeing that they are men of political experience — men who 
have in the past identified themselves with everything that is best and 
noblest in our national life — I feel ashamed to think that they should 
have so changed under influences, into the nature of which I should 
not like to fathom, they should have so ( hanged as to accept office 
under the present system of Government, a system which they have 
beea most eloquent in condemning in the past. Sir, the question of 
diarchy has been threshed out many times in this Council and I will 
not try to repeat the arguments that have been used often before. The 
chief and main argument upon which I take my stand is that the 
Ministers are powerless and impotent and that they cannot do any good 
to the country, handicapped as they are under the present constitution. 
And to-day I shall be able to place before the Council facts which have 
occurred within the last month and a half, and which will I think, 
amply bear out my contention. 

Sir, it is sometimes said, “granting that the Ministers cannot do 
any good to the country, what is the evil that they do?” My answer 
is that the evil they do is threefold. First of all, they bolster up an 
evil a&4 prenicious system; they give an artificial tenure of life to a 
system which might have died long before but for the continuance of 
such men in office. That is one of the evils they do. The second evil 
that they do is that they give the Bureaucracy an opportunity of letting 
it appear to the world that we are parties to this system of Government 
which we are not This Government in the whole body of it, in the 
whole and entire system of it, is irresponsible to the people; and yet 
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the Hon'ble Ministers by accepting office under the present system 
almost seek to make it appear that there is some part of the Government 
which is responsible, and which is entrusted with responsible powers. 
The third evil that they do is that through themselves and through 
many people who are dependent On them — through many people whom 
they may benefit by their powers of patronage — they help to spread 
throughout the whole country the virus of insidious servility. That 
is the worst mischief which they perpetrate. 

♦Sir, to return to my principal point. These*hfinisters are powerless 
-and impotent, mere puppets in the hands of the Members of the Exe- 
cutive Council, and, I shall add, of their own Secretaries/* Within the 
last one month and a half, since their acceptance of office, things have 
happened which will prove my charge to the hilt. 

Let us take, first of all, the case of the Hon’ble Mr. Chakravhrti. 

As I said the other day, the Hon’ble Minister has ail through u|js life 
been distinguished for his scrupulous regard for the economy of the 
public purse ; and yet the very first act of his official career wa$ to propose 
that this Council should sanction an expenditure of 33 lakhs *of rupees 
for a stone-faced building. Did he like that? Did it appeal to his 
sense of economy? It could not possibly have done so. And yet he 
comes forward and makes this proposal, not because he likes it but 
because he has no other alternative; he has got to do it, or go out. It 
would have Iwen more honourable, more consistent with his self-respect 
if he bad gone out, even upon this comparatively trivial question, but 
he elected otherwise, he elected to sit tight upon his seat of inglorious 
pre-eminence. - e 

Let me pass on to the case of the Hon’ble Hadji A. K. A. A. K. 
Qautnuvi, (Laughter); I wish to give him the full glory of his 
plentiful initials. (Continued laughter.) All his life the Hon ble 
Minister has posed as a lealous champion of the interests of his own 
community. Whether he has furthered the true interests of the com- 
munity by so doing will come into question — will come into 
the fierce light of discussion—" within the next two days. To-day 
I shall content myself with saying that it is be, more .than 
anybody else, who has been responsible for much of the etrife 
and confusion that now vexes the fair land of Bengal. Any way I 
take my stand upon the established fact that the Hon’ble Mi meter is 
a lealous champion of the privileges and rights of his community. 
But how has he discharged his part in this Council f Why, only the 
other day a Muhammadan member brought forward a resolution to 
the effect that a third Minister should be appointed, and he should be 
a Muhammadan. I did not care for the resolution myself ; but how 
did the Hon’ble Minister, who has spent all his life in championing 
Muhammadan interests, behave? Did he vote for the resolution? 
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Had he the ofttfage and strength of conviction to vote on the aide of 
his co-religionists and members of his community? 'Nay, he sought to 
play the game— the safe and pleasant game — of sitting on the fence; 
he preserved his neutrality, but did not preserve his self-respect — that 
was gone beyond all possibility of redemption. 

Sir, I shall once again mention the case of the Hon’ble Hadji 
A. JL A. A. K. Ghuimavi. A great champion of communal rights — 
how has discharged his purt here? Only recently there was that 
frightful massacre at Ponabalia. I shall not go into the facts of that 
deep and terrible tragedy to-day, but, as a Muhammadan, feeling for his 
community, as a zealous son of Islam, careful of the rights and privileges 
of his co-religionists, what was the plain and obvious duty of the Hadji 
Saheb? Ought he not to have come out ut once from a Government 
under which such atrocities were permissible? Has he done' that? 
We have yet to see. 

Bpt that is nof all, that is not everything. Sir, only recently we dis- 
cussed in this Council a question very dear to our hearts, the question 
of the release of the detenus. Thut wa* a question which would appeal 
not to thi* section of the House or that, it would appeal to all who have 
within them the instinct* and bowels of humanity, to all who care for 
the interests of individual liberty and the maintenance of civil rights. 
But how did the Ministers lie have — Ministers who profess to be repre- 
sentatives of the people? They remained neutral: that is how they 
nought to save their face. Was that their proper attitude on such an 
occasion as this — when the liberties of the people were in question, 
when the best and the bravest of the land were pining in the solitude 
of prison cells? You sit upon the fence, you sit tight upon your minis- 
terial benches, you sit tight upon your neutrality 1 ! Is neutrality the 
proper attitude of a patriot at such a supreme crisis of the natfbn’* 
history? Should that be the attitude of anybody who claims to be the 
representative of his countrymen? 

Rir, I think of the great and spacious days of the year 1918. In 
those days also there was intense agitation against the wrongful 
system of confinement without trial. 1 remember with gratitude that 
the Hon’ble Mr. B, Chakravarti took the position of lead and guidance 
in that deep and intense agitation; and those days I was proud to be 
reckoned as a humble camp-follower of his. But between 1918 and 1927 
what a painful gulf, what a deep and yawning chasm ! To-day, we are 
ashamed to think that the Hon'ble Minister has ceased to care for the 
liberties of the people, for the privileges of the oppressed ! 

I, therefore, appeal to the HonTde Minister iC I can appeal to no 
one else — I appeal from Phillip drunk to Philip sober — I appeal from 
the Hon'ble Mr. Chakravarti, the Minister, to Bvomke* Chakravarti, 
the man— and the burden of my appeal is this: “Come down, descend, 
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be atone no moie ”. Respond to the cries of your countrymen, respond 
to the call of humanity, resign that inglorious seat of power where you 
are utterly uusuited, where you cannot but play the part of a glorified 
slave — yea, come down ; take your stand with us, and together we shall 
rise or fall, battling for the cause of humanity and liberty. With these 
words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. - 

Thi Hon’blt Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI; Sir, before the 

discussion proceeds any further, I feel it my duty to say a few words, 
not for any political purpose, nor with any violent gestures. 

*The first point is that the present Ministry is one with joint responsi- 
bility. Any votes which affects one Minister will also affect the other. 
It has been insinuated that the present Ministry means Hindu domina- 
tion 

(Cries of ** Question ”.) 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: No one has said so. 

Thi Hoil’bli Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: I hope mv friends 
will allow me to go on. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it is but fair that the House should 
allow the Hon'ble Minister to go on uninterrupted. 

Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
Can he say ** It has been said ” when that has not been said? 

Mr* PRESIDENT: If he said anything to which you take exception, 
you*will have ample opportunity later on of having your say. 

Thi Hon’bk Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: The fact that the 
Ministers have undertaken joint responsibility and that they derive 
support from Muslim as well as Hindu members ought to be a complete 
answer to the charge. The present Ministers have been in office too 
short a time to lay down policies affecting the departments in their 
charge. They have had no hand in shaping the present budget which 
was drafted before their appointment. 

A vote*; In voting they have had a hand. 

TM (toK’blt Mr. BYOMKEB CHAKRAVARTI: Then, again, if we 

continue in office it will be our policy to be guided by the principle of 
justice to all communities (Ijear, hear), particularly the two principal 
communities of Muslims and Hindus. I trust the Ministers with their 
joint efforts will he able to alleviate, if not eliminate, the communal 
tension which is eating into the vitals of our society 
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fill HAREMURANATH CHAUDHURI: Such as the Ponabalia 
tragedy. 

Tilt Hon’bte Mr. BYOMKES CH AKR AVARTI : Before I conclude, 
I desire to assure my Muslim brethren that 1 am convinced that our 
onward march towards responsible government cannot be effective so 
long as our Muhammadan brethren and our brethren of the so-called 
depressed classes do not receive the light of knowledge and education. 

I feel from the national point of view it is of utmost importance that 
we should as early as possible bring our Muslim brethren and our 
brethren amongst the so-called backward classes to the same standard 
of education and culture as the more favoured portion of our population. 
It will, therefore, be my endeavour to provide special facilities for the 
expansion of Muslim education. The bulk of our Muslim countrymen 
are poor. It will, therefore, be necessary to provide scholarships and 
grants to encourage and stimulate education amongst them. 

12 Noon. 

Expansion of education amongst the Muslims will mean that they 
will require more accommodation not only in colleges and schools but 
also in hostels. These will have to be provided not in the sacrifiee of 
existing ac commodation for the Hindu boys but by setting apart money 
for such purposes. 

Mbv AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs Sir, is it within the competence 
of the Hon’ble Minister to indulge in this sort of canvassing ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He is not canvassing. He is simply making a 
forecast of his policy. 

•a*. AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAt What I nuhmit i* whether the 
Hon’hle Minister i* entitled to ley down his future policy on thie 
motion. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not for you to lay down what the Hon*ble 
Minister should or should not do. 

TNt HmHi Mr, BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTIl If our Muslim 
brethren lag behind in education, the position, with regard to our 
Muslim sisters is still more deplorable. You know, Sir, that female 
adoration, even amongst my community is in a very backward state. 
The House will realise at once the deplorable position of female ado- 
ration amongst our Muslim girls when I tel) the House that bow 
Bdoeationally backward the Muslim girls are. As against 98 per cant, 
trf the Hindu girls only 2 per cent, of the Muslim girls are receiving 
sducation in the secondary and collegiate branches. The problems of 
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education of Muslim girls stand on a very different footing from the 
problems of education amongst Hindu girls as the social systems and 
other conditions of education differ. It will, therefore, be my endeavour 
to start as early as possible at least two educational institutions suit- 
able for the needs of Muslim girls. 

There is yet another aspect of Muslim educational problems which 
in the short tenure of my office has been pressed upon my notice. Many 
amongst the reasonable section of the Muslim community 'feel that 
under present conditions they do not possess adequate opportunities for 
representing their view point in the matter of University education. 
Although as a Minister my powers are circumscribed by the present 
University Act, yet I will assure the House that it will be my endeavour 
to provide for adequate participation of Muslims in the Senate of the 
Calcutta University with due regard to educational interest. It will 
also be my endeavour to pursue a policy of expansion of education 
amongst the backward classes. 

In working out the details of policy I and my colleague if we con- 
tinue in office will arrange to have the co-oj>eration of advisory com- 
mittees consisting of members, from different groups in the House to 
advise us in these matters. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZULHAQUE: Sir, on an occasion like 
this, it is almost impossible to give a silent vote. Many of my friends 
came to this Council to support the diarchical system and the Government 
knows perfectly well that so far as Muhammadan members are con- 
cerned they are ready to support the diarchical system of Government. 
But the feelings among the Muhammadan community have changed 
since certain developments have taken place. They have taken place 
since the appointment of the Ministers. I hope I would not be taken 
as a communalist hut as one who thinks of this country as an Indian 
should think of and that from the standpoint of an Indian nationalist. 
Speaking from that standpoint I can only say that I take it to be a 
calamity that there have been so much controversies, so many different 
statements regarding the Ministerial appointments. The Ministerial 
situation has been further complicated in view of the conflicting state- 
ments one after another. Sir, it U the privilege of the House to decide 
as to what measure should be brought in before the Council and what 
fthould not be; it is the privilege of the House to determine as to what 
should be the policy of the Ministers — be he a Hindu or a Muhamma- 
dan. I certainly protest against the idea of a few gentlemen 
taking upon themselves the responsibility of what the policy of the 
Ministers should 1* and from that point of view I strongly condemn 
Sir P. C, Mitter alone laying down the Ministers' policy with reference 
to separate electorates in self-governing and other bodies. That is a 
privilege of this House alone and even Sir P. C. Mitter has no right to 
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dictate terms to the ministers Sir, I regret the discussion has been 
shifted to minor issues. I shudder to think how personalities have 
been brought into the bargain but if I am tempted to vote against 
the Ministry though I tame here to support the diarchical system of 
Government, I must make it dear that I stand to-day to protest against 
on$ gentleman dictating terms as to what should be the policy of the 
House itself. 

Sir, I am very glad that Hoifble Mr. Chakravarti has made certain 
declarations to-day. But I wish his declarations could have come a 
little earlier. We have been taught in the jaditics of this country not 
to be a communalist but to be a nationalist, to think of India as a 
nation, to think of India as an Indian, but I at ft amazed to find that 
immediately after his appointment as a Minister, Mr. Chakravarti gave 
out in a declaration that as a Hindu nationalist it would be his duty 
to protect Hindu interests just as it would be the duty of a Muham- 
madan Minister to protect the Muhammadan interest. I had to rub 
my eves and asked myself as to what things were coming to, whether 
it was the same Mr. Chakravarti whose hoary advice we used to follow 
in past days who had made that declaration. I protest against the 
idea that we in this House should consider our duties from the stand- 
point of Hindus or Muhammadans. We are here ns representatives of 
the people, Hindus, Muhammadans and Europeans, with a view to 
decide what our onward march would be. From that point of view 
Mr. Chakravarti's policy must be strongly discountenanced. 

I also <*onsider it to be a calamity that Sir 1\ C. Mitter, who, more 
than any one else, is responsible for the unpopularity of the Ministry, 
should have declared that Sir Abd-ur llahim had intentionally iruultul 
the whole Hindu community. That phrase is his own. I protest that 
so far as this House is concerned a Minister as soon a* he takes bp 
office, be he a Hindu or a Muhammadan, should he said to be insulting 
the interests of any community. As soon as he takes up responsi- 
bility no question of community comes in. I was therefore amazed to 
aee SirP. C. Mitter making a declaration that Sir A. Rahim had insulted 
one particular community. In deciding this question T wish this com- 
munal issue should be avoided. I wish that 'things should be looked 
into not from the Hindu or Muhammadan or European standpoint but 
from the standpoint of the future State that is coming. It was a 
calamity that Sir P. C. Mitter took upon himself the responsibility of 
deciding what the policy of the Ministers should be. I see that Sir 
P. C. Mitter is nodding. I hope he has realises] by now that the duty 
of a Minister is not merely confined to particular persons or to particular 
communities. I will quote a passage from his declaration. Sir P. C. 
Mitter said — “that the feelings of the members of his community — a 
large section of the Hindu public — is that they had been deeply 
humiliated and insulted and that during the lifetime of the present 
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Council there should not be any legislation for special electorates u . 
Sir, 1 am frank enough to admit that so far as the Muhammadan com* 
munity is concerned they as a community are pledged to separate 
electorates. You may give it to them or not but so far as the Muham- 
madans are concerned they desire that separate electorate should be 
given to them. Keeping that in view, I think, Sir P. C. Mitter has 
been doing too much for his country and I cannot but think that it 
would have been better -if he had done a little less. 

One word more and I have done. So far as some of us are con- 
cerned our votes for this resolution should not be taken aa a vote 
against diarchy itself. It is to be taken from the poftot of view of the 
personnel of the Ministry. I would have been prepared to support 
this Ministry or any other Ministry' and am prepared to do so, but the 
manner in which the Ministry has been appointed and the method in 
which they have been given office have made the Muhammadan members 
think before they can vote on the matter. 


Mr. S. C. BOSE: In rising to support the motion of my esteemed 
friend, Babu J. L. Bannerjee, I do not propose to say more than a few 
words. At the outset I would like to remind the House of what the 
Select Committee of the Ijnrd* and Commons of Great Britain said 
regarding the appointment of Ministers. In clause 4 of their report 
they say that “ they are of opinion that the Ministers selected by the 
Government to advise him on the transferred subjects should be elected 
members of the Legislative Council, enjoying its confidence and capable 
of leading it *\ Mark you the words “ enjoying its confidence and 
capable of leading it Sir, as we nil know, there are 57 Hindu mem- 
bers in this House. May I ask the Hon’ble Minister for Education 
how many Hindu members of this House he enjoys the confidence of, 
not to speak of his Wing capable of leading them? There are 39 Muham- 
madan member* of this House. May I ^sk the Hon’ble Minister for 
Local Self-Government as to how many Muhammadan members he 
enjoys the confidence of, not to talk of his capacity for leading them? 
It really comes to this — that the Ministers who choose to call them- 
selves popular Ministers have to enthrone themselves on the strength of 
the 44 Government and Government nominated members. People'* 
ministry, no doubt ! 

Sir, the Minister* are sought to be supported by wbat looks like 
a mosaic column, built out of the ruins and remnants among the Hindu 
and Muhammadan members of the House and the 44 Government and 
Government nominated members — a miserable mosaic without any 
cement which offends the eye-sight, which offends against all idea* of 
responsible and representative Government and makes what is called 
representative Government a mockery and a source of confusion l 
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I will not Retain the House with an enunciation of the principles and 
the programme of the Congress party. They have been enunciated in 
this House by persons worthier and more competent than myself. But 
may I, with the leave of the House, just read out to vou the principles 
and programme of the 

12-15 P.M. 

Responsivist party? May I read to you a passage from the mani- 
festo which was sent out from 9, Elgin Hoad, Calcutta, and which 
appeared in a paper of which the Hon hie Minister of Education was 
until lately the editor-in-chief? The manifesto runs thus: “ For a long 
time I have had opportunities of serving our motherland along with 
leading political sufferers headed by men like the late Jatindra Nath 
Mukherjee, Srijuts Amerendra Nath Chat ter jee and Satyendra Chandra 
Mitter. Still I claim friendship with many of them. So it is impossible 
for me to support ministry without making any provision for the 
release of political prisoners/’ This emanated from a friend and 
follower of the Hon’hle Minister for Education whom evil-minded 
people have often described as the power behind the throne Then 
the manifesto goes on : “ IViwonallv, I am not working for minister- 
ship. I shall support ministry,” mark you the words— “ if it promotes 
the good of the country and if it can lx? accepted on the lines laid 
down by Deshbandhu Das with the approval of the representatives of 
the country and on honourable terms.” Did the Hon’ble Minister for 
Education, who wus until lately the leader of the Responsivist party, 
fulfil the conditions before he rushed forward to accept ministership? 
Let us see if his a< rs belie his pretensions, or not. The first act of the 
Minister, if I may so describe it, was to remuin silent when the resolu- 
tion for the release of the political detenus was moved in this Council. 
The laws of the land, I mean the ordinary laws of the land may be 
violated, the lives and liberties of the subject may be taken away, 
slowly but surely; but the mouths of the Ministers remain closed; they 
preserve a stoical indifference. May I not say in the words of the 
leader of the Hungarian Non-co-operation Movement, when there was 
a state of war between Austria and Hungry; “ Woe, woe to the 
nation which raises no protest when its rights are outraged; it con- 
tributes to its own slavery but its silence I say, Sir, and I repeat 
the charge here, that the Ministers have contributed to the slavery of 
this House, to the slavery of this country/ by their silence at the time 
when the resolution for the release of political detenus was moved. 
Then, Sir, may I come to the second act of the Minister, about which 
my learned friend, Babu Jitendrala! Bannerjee has spoken, and 
that is the question of the braiened-faced— I beg the Minister’s pardon, 
the stone-faced — building which the Hon'ble Minister was put up to 
support. Was it the second piece of constructive, work which be 
intended to do as a Minister under the Crown? Does be really mean 
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to say that by erecting that stone-faced building he was going to push 
forward the constructive work for th# good of the country? Now, Sir, 
about the third act of the Minister, which took place only yesterday, 
viz., that in connection with the band and the bodyguard of His Excel- 
lency the Governor. 1 heard the Minister to say this afternoon that 
either he was going to lead the country in its onward march towards 
freedom, or he was going to help the country in its onward muich 
towards freedom. Does the Hon’ble Minister mean to say that in that 
onward murch towards freedom the Governor’s band and bodyguard are 
necessary, that the country could not march towards freedom without 
the inspiration of the Governor’s band and bodyguard? Now, Sir, I 
come to the fourth question, and that is the interests of the Hindu 
community. We, on this side of the House do not lay any great stress 
on narrow Hindu interests, or narrow Muhammadan interests. We 
seek to interpret those interests in the light of the higher and nobler 
national interests; and may I, Sir, in this connection offer my humble 
congratulations to the hon’ble member who just sut down, I mean 
Khan Bahadur Asisul Haque, for the clear enunciation of the policy 
from his side of the House. Now, Sir, I will take the Minister at his 
word. It was said over and over again in the paper of which he was 
the editor-in-chief that unless the members of the Responsivist party 
accepted ministry the interests of the Hindus would not be safe. May 
I ask the Hon’ble Minister as to what he has done — he and his 
colleagues — to allay public discontent in Pabna and Patuakhali? May 
I ask him what reply he gave to Srijut Satindra Nath Sen, the leader 
of the Patuakhali Satyagraha movement? May I ask him what Hi-* 
colleague has done to allay the discontent over the Ponabalia incident ? 
Have they, or either of them raised their little fingers to allay public 
discontent? 

Now, Sir, one word more and I have done. Before I resume my 
seat, may T ask the Hon ’hie Minister for Education, to take his place 
once more — his honoured place he had in the councils of the people, 
the honoured place he had during the lifetime of Deshbandhu Das? 
We ask him to come back to us, to take once more his honoured place 
and to lead the country in it* onward march towards freedom. Let 
him not, I appeal to him, barter away his country’s right to freedom 
for little patches of gold and ermine and Rs. 64,000 of the poor tax- 
payers’ money. * 

Sir ABKMIVMtAHIM S In supporting this motion, it is necessary 
that r should say a few words; but I shall be as brief as possible. The 
public and, I take it, most members ’ftf the House, are aware of the 
circumstances in which the present Ministry was formed, and they are 
also aware that I had to play a not unimportant part in the drama that 
was enacted. I shall, in defining my position, just say this that so 
for as one of the Hon’ble Ministers is concerned, I mean the Hon’ble 
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Minister for Local Self-Government, the entire Muslim public opinion 
is opposed to him, and I ask the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly, who is in charge 
of the Political Department, to say if that is not the fact. I say the 
whole of Muslim public opinion is opposed to the Hou’ble Minister for 
the ignominous ♦part he has played in this matter — not only Bengal 
Muslim opinion but 1 say the entire Muslim opinion of India has looked 
upon what he has done as a mean act of treachery against the com- 
munity that he is here to represent. Let the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly deny 
this. If thij is the fact, then Mr. Ghuxnavi ought not to occupy that 
seat for one moment longer. I know of only one paper, vis. t the 
Datnik Tarrakki , which has given some sort of support, but that is his 
own paper, financed by him and run by him. Otherwise the entire 
Muslim opinion is against him; the Government is aware of this. I 
ask again Mr. Moberly : Is not the Government aware that there is 
intense agitation in the community over what has happened ? Is not 
Mr. Moberly aware that it is a perfectly bona fide and spontaneous agita- 
tion? Can he say “No”. Next I ask Mr. Moberly, who has asked 
for this grant, whether it is not a fact that there is full justification 
for this spontaneous and bona fide agitation in the community? You 
know, Sir, under what circumstances this Ministry came into existence* 
When His Kxrellency the Governor called me und asked me to accept 
office, he told, me, as has l>een made public, that Mr. Chakravarti has 
also in cepted office. After consulting some of the leudiug Muhammadan 
gentlemen I said, “yes”. I knew that Mr. Chakravarti belonged to 
the party of militant Hinduism, that is those who called themselves 
nationalists at times, but I thought that it was up to me to offer him 
co-operation and I did so, so that there might be no room for any 
difference, and we could smooth the tension that had arisen between 
the two communities. I issued an uppeal to the public to that effect. 
But what did Mr. Chakravarti do? On the next day, he told His 
^Excellency that he declined to work with me after having verbally 
agreed to do so, and why, because his followers — I do not know how 
many hi has, perhaps half a doxen — refused to give him support if he- 
accepted office with me. Can the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly or Mr. Donald 
deny that this was not due to sheer communal ism on the part of some 
of his followers? Can anybody deny that? So far as I am concerned, 
whatever distrust I mighl have had of the Hon’ble Minister for 
Education, I was milling to waive that and my supporters would have 
supported him, hut he and his supporters were not willing to co-operate 
with us. Then what happened was Mr. Ghuanavi jumped in at once 
as soon as I tendered my resignation. I had to tender my resignation, 
because I could not get a non-Swarajist Hindu to accept office with me. 
There was no other alternative for me but to resign. Although Sir 
Provash Chandra Mitter worked with me for years, he even did not help 
me, and Sir Provash Chandra Mitter at least knows that the charge 
against me of communalism or of trying to injure Hindu intenssts is 
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m utter falsehood. When Mr. Chakravarti was told by his followers 
lot to accept office with me because of my narrow communalism, he 
-ould have asked His Excellency, and His Excellency would have 
old him that it was an absolute falsehood, that 1 ! tried most patiently 
nd conscientiously to advance national interests, and there was no 
ndian did so more than myself in the Government throughout. I ask 
he signatory to the Rowlatt Report to deny this; He was capable of 
inging a report like the Rowlatt Report but not of writing a note of 
lisslnt to the Public Services Commission such as I did. Yet, Sir 
^rovash Mitter and Mr. Chakravarti gave out with (heir followers— a 
Ifezen or so— that I was not the proper man to work with. * 
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I have stated how Mr. Ghuznavi jumped in. Mr. Ghuznavi is also 
aid to be a communalist. Then what virtue was there in him and why 
ras he accepted? li«t the Muhammadan Councillors answer that. 
*he Muhammadan community has answered that because Mr. Ghuznavi 
rould be a tool in the hands of Mr. Chakravarti; he is nothing else and 
irho does not know it. Was there any physical disability or any 
ntellectual disability in me that deterred Mr. Chakravarti, or Sir 
^rovash Mitter from offering their co-operation? Was I suffering 
rom old age, decay or have I ever broken down mentally? Have I? 
t is merely an attempt to disable me from public life, to drive me out 
rom public life, but they will never do that. I am told that I have 
tiicome a thorn on the side of Government but I assure the Government 
nd I assure the whole House that so far as I am concerned that is not 
o. JUet the Government benches state to the Council if on any 
mportant question I deviate from the attitude which I always persisted 
n while I was in the Government as a Member. I will not labour the 
K)int any further. This Ministry is built on intrigue. The Hon’ble 
fr. Ghuznavi may have a few hired votes but that will ndt help, hi wo 
Fhe whole community is against him and he will have to go down, he^ 
annot play the tool of Mr. Chakravarti for long with irajKnit#r 
m going to supoprt this motion although I know jfrvheans that the 
mtire demand for the Minister’s salaries will be refused. It is not 
nconsistent with what 1 repeatedly declared. I will repeat to-day to 
he members of this Council what declaration of policy I made at the 
i me of election 1 ** I must say that if a sufficient number of Indian mem- 
bers of the Legislative Council apply themselves earnestly to construe- 
ive .work very good results may be achieved even without Minister*, 
n proof of this I point to the Legislative Assembly which has I© its 
redit important achievement# though there had been jio Ministers 
here. Some might say because there were no Ministers/’ I am of that 
pinion. “ No one will deny that the Ministers have to face very grave 
liffi culties which I pointed out in some detail before the Mudddiman 
and the nrosoects of beinff called upon to hold one of 
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those offices cannot evoke much enthusiasm in the breast of any well- 
informed politician. Certainly it would not in mine, I must also 
frankly state that the .Mussal mans of Bengal are resolved to be no 
longer mere dependents of any Hindu organisation. They are equally 
resolved not to he at the beck and call of Government. They as well 
as the rest of the ^lussalmans of India are now determined to close 
their ranks and to stand firm on their legs and to offer friendly co- 
operation to either in the cause of Indian political advance with a view 
to promoting the welfare of the people. They will not flinch from 
offering opposition to Government or to any political party in the 
Council, whenever it may be necessaiy to do so in the interests of flie 
country or for the protection and advancement of interest of their 
own community That being so and that being our political creed 
there is nothing inconsistent if we on this occasion join hands with the 
Swarajists to throw out the demand. (Hear, hear.) It has become 
absolutely clear from the way this Ministry has Wn formed and from 
the history of the lust two Ministeries that it is not possible to have a 
projH?r Ministry that will do real useful work so long as the Swarajists 
do not lend their co-operation. We do not believe that with a handful 
of elected members of this Council making up a margin of 4 or f> can do 
any useful work and so long us the Swarajist members of this Council 
do not lend their co-operation it is not possible to carry on a decent 
Ministry. 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: The attitude of this group to ttys 
constitutional question eml>odied in this resolution is well know'll but 
repetition is not banned in politic*, and the House is certainly* in need 
to repetition on this question. I may therefore say once moie that thrs 
group sees in the proper working of the constitution as now* established 
the one way of seeking political health and political progress in Bengal. 
tUhtk Mat the political machine that we now have should be W'orked 
#as well as possible so that we may know its strength and its weakness 
ei^Ve think that to refuse to allow it to function and then to cry out 
upon it as in affiliate; as not satisfying the conditions of India, is 
illogical and futne. 1 This is the fundamental position. My leader, 
knowing that I have not Mr. .T. E. Bannerjee’s gift, of discursive elo- 
quence, has asked ine to speak on this resolution specifically so far as 
it concerns the Department of Education. In n sense the European 
group might be regarded as standing detached from the question at 
issue. European education in which we are naturally interested is 
reserved bv the constitution — it is sheltered and secluded and it is not 
affected by the fate of the resolution. Whether we retain the Ministry 
or whether we reject the Ministry European education goes on as it 
has been going on for the next three years. Whether this is well or 
not # opinions may differ — in fact we even differ among ourselves, and 
there are some who think that if the House had more freedom in 

8 
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discussing European education we should not have down on the agendTi 
paper four motions from one member who would reduce the humbh 
provision of Es. 12 lakhs by Es. 9 lakhs as his contribution towards th< 
welfare of this province. But we are interested not only in the educa 
tion of Europeans but some of us equally in the education of Indiani 
also and in obeying my leader’s instructions to sjfeak on this point '] 
am also gratifying my personal inclinations. 

I speak with some natural embarrassment remembering the incredibb 
things 1 have suffered at ministerial hands, but I am able to set against 
that the advantage that by being transformed from an official intc 
what Government technically call an outsider, I can look at the educa 
turn problem from without, as from within, and I giveHhe House my 
reasoned convictions that it would be a great disservice to the cause 
of education if we were to abolish t lie Ministry. We have been given a 
certain constitution for a certain purpose. Many people do not like 
that const i Hi tion and would force us back to the emergency clauses of 
the Government of India Act which they say means sending back 
Bengal to the conditions that obtained some years ago. I do not 
accept that point of view. The conditions some years ago were quite 
unsatisfactory. The administrative system wus felt to he too small 
and to uninspired for the needs of a great and growing country, and 
diarchy wus set up. If you abolish the Ministry and return education 
purely to the old Secretariat administration, you do not return it to the 
old machinery but to something that had been dwarfed when the diarchy 
was established. Diarchy gave important powers to the Ministers and 
so lessened the dignity of the machinery sul>ordinate to them and when 
U thing is lessened in public estimation it is also lessened in its capac- 
ity for doing work. We cannot restore the old values and if this 
resolution is accepted we go back not to the system of a few years ago 
but to a system that so far as l know we have not had in recent times 
ill India. Now whv should the House wish to nlxdish tHb constitu- 
tion Y Many here are pledged to vote for this resolution because of 
their loyalty to a programme of negation. We admire this loytftg 
while we condemn the pmgrunune but we know that there are personal 
questions at issue which make discussion on this topic very difficult 
indeed. The European group 'stands entirely apart from these per- 
sonal matters; we view this question dispassionately. As a principle 
we stand for the Government as now established. We believe that 
the Ministry is required for the political — and from my present point 
of view — for the educational interests of this country, and we consider 
that the House will lie doing a great disservice to this province if it 
accepts the motion now before it. # 

Sir, the Minister has a very large field in front of him. His prob- 
lems are many; they concern University, secondary, primary education 
and also that branch of education which we delightfully call in Bengal 
female education. Of late there has been great activity amongst the 
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#omen of this province and elsewhere and I recently came across a 
definition of education laid down by a meeting of women which called 
upon Jheir Governnwyit to give them a system of education worthy of the 
nanie of education, which is a tredendous demand, and worthy of 
Indiap womanhood, which is an impossible demand. But the Minister 
must do his l>est with these problems and when we support him we 
anticipate for him no easy life. 

1245 p.m. * „ 

There is all the work of the University. The Minister will be an 
ambassador from this House to the University — an ambassador from 
Government to the University. It will be part of his function to 
assure the University that we appreciate all that it is doing for the 
province and to assure our newer University at Dacca that we appreci- 
ate its efforts also. In secondary education there is a Bill to be pro- 
duced — we do not know when. Rumour says that attempts will l>e 
made to make this Bill a purely University Bill : another rumour says 
that attempts will be made to make it a purely official Bill. I have 
not yet heard any suggestion that the general public, who are interested 
in the schools and who do so much to maintain our secondary system 
of education, are to be consulted. That will be the Minister’s function. 
He must adjust these claims and conciliate all the rivalries. Then, 
again, there is primary education. We have heard a great deal in 
this House and elsewhere of primary education during recent years, 
but hitherto there has been very little except eloquence. We are pro- 
mised a Bill. This problem in itself is one of the most difficult. It 
is not necessary for any one here now to pledge himself to this or that 
point of view. We shall have ample opportunities, I imagine, of 
seeing what we can do to help the spread of primary education, and 
I for one am not at nil unaware or unappreciative of what has been 
done in Calcutta by the Corpoiution — by many members opposite — to 
extend elementary education. Here in this big city we find educa- 
tion growing, not under any system of compulsion, but because the 
Corporation by wise measures has cultivated — has developed — the 
habit of school-going, until in a reasonable time we may expect to 
have universal education in this city without compulsion, and that is 
the very best solution of the problem. There is much more that I 
could say to indicate the nature and the burden of the duties that 
await a Minister of Education, but 1 have said enough, I hope, to 
convince the House that we here have good reason for supporting the 
Ministry and for hoping that the personal question that has arisen 
during this debate will not influence the House in deciding on so 
fundamental a princijfle as that which underlies this motion. 

Tttt Htn’bfe Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I shall be brief, Sir, but I 
wish once more to make the effect of this motion quite clear. This 
motion is for the total refusal of the demand of Rs. 1,46,000 under 
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the head “ 22E. — Ministers 99 , Although speakers to this motion have 
spoken mainly against the present Ministers, the effect of this motion, 
if tarried, will be that there will he no Mini&bfft at all, I |epeat, 
as it appears from the speech of Ehan Bahadur Maulvj Azizul Haque 
even iu this debate, that the point does not seem eleady to have been 
understood — I repeat that any one who votes for this motion will be 
voting against diarchy und against the reformed constitution. He 
will not merely be voting against the present Minister#, This is the 
fact, and nothing that members can say or intend, and no mental 
reservation that they may make can alter it. (Hear, hear.) If this 
motion is carried there can be no Ministers at all. I would remind 
this Council that less than two months ago it expressed its opinion 
that there should lw» Ministers, and on this point no ground has Wen 
put forward in this debate which could not have been put forward 
then. 

Mr. tIOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Mi President, Sir, the other 
da\ when I was speaking on the budget there was a significant fact 
which 1 wanted to bring to the notice of this House and that is this. 
Reading the budget we find that during the two years the Transferred 
Departments were without any Ministers, more money had been 
allotted and spent on those Departments. The Hon’ble the Finance 
Member was pleased to admit that that was so. If that is so, then 
.much of the argument that the Ministers can do more good than when 
those Dcpni •! meats are administered as Reserved Departments at once 
falls to the ground. I do not think I need detain the House any 
longer, because we want to go to voting immediately. 

Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Sir, it is only the other 
day that we decided that we should have Ministers, and this House 
voted, with a few exceptions, for the Ministers’ salaries. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER : After the elections. 

Rai tIADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: What has happened in 
the meantime that >\e should change our minds ? What has happened, 
I ask those who voted for the salaries of the Ministers that this House 
should now go against the Ministers? Is it against the Ministry or 
against the personnel of the present Ministry? (Cries of “Ministry, 
Ministry *’.) The Swarajists say “ Ministry ”. 1 hope the Swarajists 

will not behave thqpuselvea in this way by interrupting all who rise 

from tliis side of the liau^e (Cries of “ Order, Order *\) 

Mr. President, l rcquo'd your protection against the interruptions of 
the Swarajists. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. The hon'ble member should be 
allowed to go on with his speech. 
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Rai MIimiiiiH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: It is no use, Sir, con- 
demning the Ministry : the Ministry has already been approved by the 
House* (Cries of **Jty you The entire Hindu community has- 
approved of it* The Muhammadans, who form the majority of the- 
population of this province, have approved of it, and only a few 
Swarajists, who represent only a few Hindus, (Laughter), have not 
approved of it. Some of these Swarajists say that they are neither Hindus 
nor Muhammidans. (Cries of “ Order. Order *\) I repeat some of 
them say that they are neither Hindus nor Muhammadans. ] lead 
the other day a statement issued by the hon’ble Halm Akhil Chandra 
Datta and the hon’ble Mr. J. M. Ken Gupta that they were neither 
Hindus nor Muhammadans 

Baku AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: On a point of order, Sir, I 
am not “ hon’ble 

Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: I shall call you hon’ble 

as long ns you are here. Therefore, Sir, when they — one of them is 
the leader or the so-called leader of the Hengal Provincial Congress 
Committee, and the other is the leader of the Opposition — when they 
say that they are neither Hindu* nor Muslims, they represent no body 
ami I think I and others on this side of the House have more right 
to represent Inith the Hindus and the Muhammadans of this province. 
Sir, they are fighting amongst themselves outside this House and it 
i' only natural that the\ should show their pugnacious habit here also. 
It is only the other day that Hahu Jitendralal Hannerjee, the rival 
President of the Hengal Pro\ inrial Congress Cimmittee, was about 
to he hit, or actually hit, by his opponents. I am justified in saying 
that our young friends — the Swarajists— represent nobody, daughter 
and ironical cheers.) Now, Sir, whut I ask you to consider is thi* 
(continued interruptions) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: K ai Huhndur, will you please resume your 
seat? ((Vies of “ Obey the ('hair ’\> Order, Order! I hope the mem- 
bers on this side (I/eft) will allow the member to go on with his speech. 
If he is interrupted in this way, I tun afraid, it will be utterly impos- 
sible for him to proceed. 

ft«i JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Whenever we discuss a 
question we should discuss it with dispassion and detarh ourselves from 
personalities. Let us consider the matter whether it is right or wrong 
to have a Ministry in this Province. Hengal was without any Ministry 
for some time. It has been said to-day bv one of my friends on the 
opposite aide that the Ministers did not spend the money, they had. 
Where eras the Ministry to spend the money f How could the Minister! 
work since you drove them out? You drove out two Ministries one 
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after another. The result was that the work of the Ministers had to 
be done by the Executive Councillors, and, therefore, the Ministers 
had no opportunities for spending the money. 'SSftu did not allfw the 
Ministry to work and you are now finding fault with them. In this 
case you are not giving a chance to these two gentlemen to work and 
you will say later on that they have not spent sufficient money in the 
Transferred Departments. Now, Sir, it has been said that during the 
last two months the present Ministers have shown themlelves up very 
badly. So, I come to the personnel. One of my very eloquent friends 
Babu Jitendralal Banerji, for whom I have always entertained some 
affection, rose up and said that Mr. Chakravarti came up with a pro- 
posal for a stone-faced building. I think that Babu Jitendralal 
Bannerjee has lost ail sense of humour. He did not at all understand 
what Mr. Chakravarti said. Mr. Chakravarti, as a matter of consti- 
tutional practice, approached the House t,o give its opinion on the 
matter, whether they liked the proposal or not. He did not act under 
the orders of the Executive: he rather gave this House an opportunity 
of suying what they wanted. 

Mf« JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the member entitled to show 
his thumb? 

Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Again, he said 
Mr. Chakruvarti did not vote for the release of the detenus. But lie 
should have understood that the Minister by abstaining from voting 
showed that he did not approve of the detentions. The fact of his 
not voting with the Government proves his indejwmdence. And then, 
Again, my friend says that Mr. Ghuznavi also did the same thing. 

I say he also did the right thing. When a Minister does not approve of 
the policy of the Government on the Reserved side, what is he to do? 
The best thing for him is to abstain from voting and this is quite 
constitutional and in accordance with the convention in the matter. 
Again, he said that Mr. Ghuznavi ((Vies of “ Divide, Divide **,) 

tabu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: May 1 ask the hon’ble member 
whether there is any such rule that if the Ministers do wot agree with 
Government or any matter they have not the right to vote against it? 

1 P.M. 

Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: I say they have acted 
perfectly in a constitutional manner and in accordance with the rules. 

Sir,' Mr. Ghuznavi is said to huve excited communal feelings but if 
be says now that he does not want to do so again even if he had done 
it before, then we should have no grudge against him, rather we should 
have respect for him. Sir Abd-ur-RahimV wild and impassioned 
•peach to-day shows that he is not now in his norma! and right Mate of * 
mind and senses. 
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H*« FRStlBENT 3 I think it is right that the question should 
now be put. I should like to know if the Hou’ble Mr. Moberly would 
like tq, reply 


Th® Hon’bl* Mr. A* N. MOBERLY • No, Sir, I do not like to 
reply. 


Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER : 1 should like to say a few 

words. 


Mr. PRESIDENT : I am very sorry, Sir Provash. Now that I 
have decided to put the question you had better not speuk. 

The motion that the demand of 11s. 1,40,000 under the head “ 22E. — 
Ministers ” Ik* refused was then put and a division asked for. 

Dr. KlfMUO SANKAR RAY • Sir, Indore you declare the result 
of the division I want to bring to your notice that two gentlemen 
whose names I have mentioned to you, llai Hnhadur Jadunoth Muxuni- 
dar and Mr. Itazaur Kuhnian Khan, were sitting on the steps of the 
ladies’ gallery when the doors were closed. I want your ruling 
whether their votes will In* counted. 


Rai JADUNATM MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Sir, Halm Naliniranjan 
Sarker was standing in front of me and when I was requested by the 
Chair to sit down T had no other alternative hut to sit down on the 
floor as there was no seat. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not at all objectionable for a member to 
occasionally sit on the ladies' gallery which is within the House. I 
decide that the votes <,f the two members will be counted. 

The division was then token with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Altai, Mtmvi tyai MwbaamMto. 
AbaaaaA, Maalvi AatoaaMin. 

All, Maalvi tyatf HaiMbar. 
Ba ptbi, Baby Ha w ClMMlri. 
Dafct b , Mautvi K actor. 

•aaarjaa, Or. Araaiatbaaat*. 
laatr j tt, tsto irMWtha Mate. 
1 aa ar j aa, Mr. A. C. 

B aaaai j a a, Uto Jitaabralal. 
Oaaa, Baba teal taatwr. 

•am. Mr. A. 0. 

MM. Mr. tarat 6. 



Mm. Mr . t. 0. 


Chakravarti, Babe Jaciaira ObaaAra. 
Ctukrabartty, Baby Jatiatfra Hath. 
Cbattarjaa, Babu Unto* Cbaitora. 
Cbattarjaa, •Him Bijay Komar. 
CbaaBbaH, Mr. M. Aabraf All Kbaa. 
Cbaatfburi, Rai Haraabrawatb. 
Obaatfbary, Maalvi Kbarabatf Ala «. 
Ota Qvtta, Dr. 4. M. 

Dana, Baba Abbil ebaaira. 

Dart a, tabu Antalya Cbaatfra. 

Omt, Saba Saral Kaaa tr. 

ObaaA Baba AmaraaArs Matb* 

Bapta. Mr. Japaa b Cbt e ira 

Maaaa, Kbaa Babatfar Maafvl Afirwt. 

Hi ait ti a m Raba A r a bby » >w n 
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Ho*o* K Bit Bmdadttl. 

Hooain, Nawib Muabarruf, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Mug, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kfcramut. 
HuMin, Maulvi Bywd Magbul. 

I » mail, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad. 
Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kaaom, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Babu Babondra Lai. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muamm Ati. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamiauddin. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Maitra, Srijut dagandra Nath. 

Muharjaa, Srijut Taraknath. 

Naahar, Babu Nam Chandra. 

Naiimuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 


Rahim, Sir Abd-uis 
Rahman, Maulvi Shamaur*. 

Rauf, Maulvi Syad Abdur. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sanfcar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyandra 
Nath. 

Sarhar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Sattar, Mr. Abdaal Raiah Majaa Abdaal. 
San, Babu Nagondra Nath. 

San Bupta, Mr. d. M. 
lalaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 


N0E8. 


Aaharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shathi 
Kama, af Mukiagaoha, Mymontingh. 
Addama-Williama, Mr. C. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kaciruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
tmaduddin. 

AM, Mr. Altai. 

Atiuullah, Maulvi Syad Md. 

Biawaa, Maulvi Abdul Latif. 

Chakra vart l, tha Hon’bla Mr. Byamhaa. 
Chaudhuri, tha Hon’blo Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, af 
Ohanbari. 

Oahan, Mr. 0. d. 

Oaapar, Mr. C. 0. 

Crawfard, Mr. T. C. 

Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

Danald, tha Han'bla Mr. j. 

Orummand, Mr. <1. 0. 

Outt, Mr. 0. S. 

Iddit, Mr. A. MaO. 

Farogui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Fgrrottar, Mr. d. Oampball. 

Bhaah Maulih, Babu Satyandra Chandra. 
Bhuanavi, tha Han'bla Hadji Mr. A. K. 

Abu Ahmad Khan. 

Bilahriat, Mr. R. N. 

Baanha, Rai Bahadur Badridat. 
Nabibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Huaaain, Maulvi Latafat. 
d am aa, Mr. F. fl. 
d anna way, Mr. d. M. 

Khan, Mr. Raaaur Rahman. 

Lahiri, Mr. Baaaata Kumar. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Lalaaa tar, Uautanant C a l ana l d. C. N. 
LMdail, Mr. N. 0. 

Ltndaay, Mr. d. H. 

Ma§uira» Mr. L. T. 


Marr, Mr. A. 

Mawla, Maulvi Chaudhury Balam. 
Maiumdar, Rai Bahadur dadunath. 
MaCluftkia, Mr. C. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Millar, Sir Fravaah Chundar. 

Mabarly, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Morgan, Mr. 0. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Handy, Maharaj Kumar tria Chandra. 
Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Ordifth, Mr. J. E. 

Fholpa, Mr. Travor d. 

Fhilip, Mr. d. Y. 

Frantiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Maulvi Aiixur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur*. 

Raikat, Mr. Froaanna Uti. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, Maharaja dagindra Nath, of Nator. 
Ray, tha Han'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
K «haun i ah Chandra, of Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr* K. C. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Saahao, Mr. F. A. 

Sadaguo, Maulvi M a ha ma d . 
ftanyal, Babu Saahindra Narayan. 
tarbadhikari, Or. tir Oava Froaad. 
ftarkor, Rai Sahib Rabat! Mohan, 
ton, Mr. tatiah Ohandra. 

Shah, Mr. Qholam Haasaia. 

•inha. Raja Bahadur Bhupondra Narayan, 
af Naahipur. 

Skinnar, Mr. t. A. 

Stuart-Wiltiama, Mr. B. C. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. N. B. 

T hom p ton , Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wodhaad, Mr. d. A. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Avfji being ^ hod the Noe# 73, the motion wan lout. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA : 1 Wg to move that the 
demand of Ha. 1,28,000 under the head “ 22E. — Ministers (Transferred) 
— Salaries of the two Ministers ” be refused. 
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For obvious reasons I do not want to make any speech on this 
motion. 


Hon’Ws Mr. A* N. MOBERLY s The effect of this motion, if 
carried, will be precisely the same as the last one. If this motion, 
which refuses totally the salaries of the Ministers is carried, there can 
be no Ministers. 

The motion of Babu Akliil Chandra Datta was then put and a divi- 
sion taken with the following result: — 

AYES. 


Altai, Maulvi Sytd Muhammad. 
Ahamad, Maulvi Atimuddin. 

All, Maulvi Sytd Nauthtr. 

Bagvhi, tabu Roma Chandra, 
bakah, Maulvi Kadar. 

•anarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 
•anarjaa, Babu Pramatha Nath. 

B anarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

•annarjaa, Babu Jitandralal. 

Baau, Babu taai Sakhar. 

Batu, Mr. P. c. 

Basu, Mr. Sarat C. 

•iawaa, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Baaa, Babu Bajay Krishna. 

Baaa, Mr. S. C. 

Chakravarti, Babu Jagindra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Hath. 
Chat tar Jaa, Babu Umaa Chandra. 
Chattarjas, trijut Bijay Kumar. 
Chaudburi, Mr. M. Aahraf All Khan. 
C bawd hurt, ftai Harandranath. 
Chaudhury. Maulvi Kharahad A lam. 
Oaa Bupta, Dr. 4. M. 

Oatla, Babu A kbit Chandra. 

Oatta, Babu Amutya Chandra. 

Dull, Babu taral Kumar. 

Shaacb Babu A m a raud ra Nath. 

Oupta. Mr. dagaah Chandra. 
Mlmataingka, Babu Prabhu Oayal. 
Magutk Kail Kmdadul. 


Haaain, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kkramut. 
Huaain, Maulvi Sytd Maqbul. 
lamail, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad. 
Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kaiam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan tahib Maulvi Muattam Aik 
Khan, Maulvi Tamituddin. 

Maiti, Babu Mabandra Nath. 

Maitra, ftrijut Jagvndra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, Srijut Taraknath. 

Naakar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Natimuddin, Mr. Khvaja. 

Rahim, Sir Abd»ur». 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamaur*. 

Rauf, Maulvi Syad Abdur. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Ray Chaudburi, Rai Bahadur Satyandra 
Nath. 

Sarkar, babu Nalintranjan. 

Sattar, Mr. Abdaal Raiak Ha Jaa Abdaah 
San, Babu Nagandra Nath. 

San Bupta, Mr. 4. M. 

Salaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Aafcarjya Chaudburi, Maharaja Shaahi 
Santa, af Muk taga a ha, MyrnanaHiph. 


Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
ima du dd in. 


AM, Mr. Altai. 

AtftguMah, Maulvi Byud Md. 

•Nnus, Maulvi Abdul Util. 
Muhruvarti, tha Han't* Mr. Byamhaa. 
M ~'“* 


Craw lard, Mr. T. C. 

Da, Mr. K, C. 

Day, Mr. S. 0. 

Oanald, tha Han*bta Mr. 4. 

Dr umm and, Mr. 4. B. 

Suit, Mr. 0. S. 

Cddis, Mr. A. MaO. 

Paragui, Khan Bahadur K. S. M. 

Parra atar, Mr. 4. Sampbatl. 

Maulik, Babu Satyandra Ohandm. 

M. Mm-M. HMJi 


Mms Mr. o. 

. «r. S. «. 


«MrW, Hr. K. M. 

•“*** tai lUMv MtMh. 

•mmmim, n.m* nmn. 
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MMMiH, MAMlfi Utlfflt 
4*mm, Mr. f . I. 

JMintway, Mr. 4. M. 

Kuan, Mr. ftaiaur Rahman. 

Lahlri, Mr. laaanta Kumar. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Hiaatlar, Liautanant'CalaaM L C. H. 
LkMallf Mr. N. C. 

Lindaay, Mr. 4, H. 

Masuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Maw I a. Maulyi Chaudhury Qaiam. 
Maxumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath. 
MaCluakia, Mr. I. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mittar, lir hravath Chundar. 

Maharly, tha Han bla Mr, A. N. 

Marfan, Mr. 0. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Handy, Miharaj Kumar frit Chandra. 
Oatan, Mr. I. f. 

Ordith, Mr. 4. I. 
hhalpa, Mr. Travar 4. 

Mill* Mr. 4. Y. 

Brantiaa, Mr. W. 0. R, 


Rahman, Maulvi Atitur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. ¥. M. Abdur*. 

Ralfcat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Mara van. 

Ray, Maharaja dagindra Nath, af Nalar. 
Ray, tha Han'Wa Maharaja Bahadur 
Kthaunith Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. B. N. 

laahta, Mr. f. A. 

tanyal, Babu Saahindra Narayan. 

Sarbadhikari, Dr. Sir Dava Fraaad. 

Sarktr, Rai Sahib Rabati Mahan. 

San, Mr. Satiih Chandra. 

Shah, Mr. Bhalam Haatain. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
al Nathipur. 

Skinnar, Mr. S. A. 

Stuart Williama, Mr. S. C. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Waadhaad, Mr. 4. A. 

Wardswarfh, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 58 and t lie Noes 72, the motion was lost. 


Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 64, (KM) for the pay of the Minister for Education he refused. 


Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY : There is not enough time to meet the 
statements of Sir Ahd-ur-Rahim which were so emphatically and bitterly 
personal, hut we on this side of the House emphatically protest against 
the insult which he hus hurled against the supporters of Mr. (fhuxnavi 
in calling them hired voters. This is in consonance with the position 
he has taken up. As to his statements, we shall answer them at a 
suitable opportunity. 1 also object strongly to the methods of intimi- 
dation employed against members of this House, owing to which some 
members have not l>een able to attend, and others are unable to record 
their votes in the manner they desire. 

1410 r.M. 

The motion of Babu Akhil Chandru Datta was then put and lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT : Order, Order. The time-limit prescribed for 
the disrmwion of this item has been reached. I have therefore to 
put the following demand : 

f * That a sum of Rt». 04,?18,000, as amended by the Council, be 
granted for expenditure under the head * 22. — General Administra- 
ti on *, 
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On the motion being put, a division was taken with the following 
result: — 


AYES. 


Aeharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shaahi 
Kama, af Muktagaaha, Mymanaingh. 
Addama'Wtiliama, Mr. 0. 

Af*al, Maulvi Syad Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kaairuddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Emaduddin. 

Ali, Maulvi Syad Nauthar. 

Ali, Mr. Altai. 

Atiqullah, Maulvi Syad Md. 

Biawaa, Maulvi Abdul Latif. 

Chakra varii, tha Han’bla Mr. Byamkaa. 
Chaudhuri, tha Han’bla Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, af 
Ohanbari. 

Chaudhury, Maulvi Kharahad Alam. 

Cahan, Mr. O. 4. 

Caapar, Mr. C. Q. 

Crawfard, Mr. T. C. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 6. 0. 

Danald, tha Han’bla Mr. 4. 

Orummand, Mr. 4. Q. 

Outt, Mr. 0. S. 

Eddia, Mr. A. MaO. 

Paraqui, Khan Bahadur K. O. M. 

Parra* tar, Mr. 4. Campball. 

QHaah Maulik, Babu Satyandra Chandra. 
Dhumavi, tha Han'bla Hadji Mr. A. K. 

Abu Ahmad Khan. 

Dilahriat, Mr. »t. N. 

Daanha, Nai Bahadur Badridaa. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aaiiul. 
Naaain, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Him, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul. 
Huaaia, Maulvi Syad Maqbul. 

Muaaain, Maulvi Latafat. 
damaa, Mr. P. K. 

Jannaway, Mr. j. H. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

K aa am , Maulvi Abut. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaitam Ali. 
Khan, Mr. Nataur Rahman. 

Lahiri, Mr. Baaanta Kumar. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

l aiaa at ar, Uautanam-Caianai 4 . C. H. 


Liddall, Mr. H. C. 

Lindaay, Mr. 4. N. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mawla, Maulvi Chaudhury Qalam. 
Maiumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath. 
MaCluakia, Mr. E. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mittar, Sir Pravath Chundar. 

Mabarly, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Margan, Mr. Q. 

Mukarji, Mr. S. C. 

Handy, Maharaj Kumar Sria Chandra. 
Naiimuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Oatan, Mr. E. P. 

Ordiah, Mr. 4. E. 

Phalpa, Mr. Travar 4. 

Philip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur*. 

Rahman, Maulvi Atitur. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamaur-. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur-. 

Raikat, Mr. Pruaanna Oat. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, Maharaja Jagindra Nath, af Natar. 
Ray, tha Han’bla Miharaja Bahadur 
Kthauniah Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. S. N. 

Saahaa, Mr. P. A. 
tadaqua, Maulvi M aha mad. 
tanyal, Babu Saahindra Narayan. 
Sarbadhikan, Or. Sir Oava Praaad. 
Sarfcar, Rai Sah.b Rabat* Mahan. 

Satur, Mr. Abdaal Razak Hajaa Abdaal. 
San, Mr. Salish Chandra. 

Shah, Mr. Ohalam Haaaain. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
af Naahipur. 

Skinnar, Mr. S. A. 

Salaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 
Stuart-Williama, Mr. S. 0. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

T h a mp aa n , p r. W. N. 

Travara, Mr. w. L. 

Waadhaad, Mr. 4. A. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


Ahamad, Maulvi Aaimuddin. 
R a g ab i , Babu Rama* Chandra. 
Bafcah, Maulvi Kadar. 

■anarjaa. Dr. Praam thanath. 
idRarjaa, Babu Pramatha Math. 
R auaw j aa, Bahu ditaudrakO. 
•hMk Mr. P. B. 


NO fit. 

Biawaa, Bahu Su raudr a Nath. 

Baaa, Bahu Bajay Kriahna. 

Baaa, Mr. S. C. 

Ohakravarti, Bahu daghidra Chandra. 
Chak r ah ur tt y, Bahu iatMra Nath. 
Chattarjaa, Bahu ttmaa Chandra. 
Chattarjaa, Brfjut Bijay Kumar. 
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0*t 0 upU, Or. 4 . M. 

Dsttt, Baku Afckll Chandra. 

Oatta, Babu Amutya Chandra. 
Dull, Baku faral Kumar. 

OImm, Baku Amarandra Nath. 
Himatalngha, Baku Prakhu Dayal. 
Khan, Baku Oakantfra Lai. 

Haiti, Baku Mahandra Nath. 
Mukarjae, Srijut Taraknath. 
Naahar, Baku Ham Chandra. 

Nauf, Maulvi fyad Akdur. 


Hay, Or. Kurnud Sankar. 

Hay, Baku Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Hay, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Batyandra 
Nath. 

Barhar, Baku Naliniranjan. 

Ban, Baku Nagandra Nath. 

Ban Oupta, Mr. J. M. 


The Ayes being 8$ and the Noes .36, the motion was carried. 

The time-limit under the head “ 22. — General Administration ** 
having been reached, the following motions were not put: — 


Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI and Maulvi 8HAM8UR RAHMAN: 

M That the demand of Its. 04,000 for the pay of the Minister for Edu- 
cation be reduced by He. I (page 67, Civil Estimate).” 

Mr. 8. C. B08E, Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA, Babu 
AMARENDRA NATH CH08E f Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN, 
Maulvi 8YED MAQBUL HU8AIN and Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: 

“ That the demand of Us. 64,000 under the head ‘ 22K. — Ministers 
(Transferred ) — Salary of the Minister for Local Self-Government * be 
refused (page 67, Civil Estimate). ” 

Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI and Maulvi 8HAM8UR RAHMAN: 

“ That the demand of Us. 64,000 for the |>ay of the Ministei for I/ocal 
Self-Government he reduced by He. 1 {page 67, Civil Estimate).” 

Srijut BI«JAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: “That the demand of 
Ea. 300 under the head * 22 E. — Ministers — Hill allowances ’ Ik* refused 
(page 67, Civil Estimate).” 

Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: ” That the demand of Us. 1,46,000 
under the head * 22E. Ministers (Transferred)’ be reduced by 
Hu. 73,000 (puge 67, Civil Estimate).” 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: “ That the demand of 
Ea. 1,46,000 under the head 4 22E. Ministers 1 be reduced by Ra. 56,000 
(page 67, Civil Estimate).” 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: “ That the demand of 
Eh. 1,46,000 under the head * 22E.~ General Administration— Minis- 
ters * lie reduced by It a. 10 (jmge 67, Civil Estimate).” 

Bab« BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: " That the demand of Ra, 70,000 
for ‘Travelling Allowanced 1 under the head 4 22 F.~ Legislative Council* 
be refused (page 68, Civil Estimate)/* 
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■a(M! JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE and Srijut BIJAY KUMAR 
CHATTER JE E 2 That the demniul of Rs. 1,600 'under the head 
‘ 22F.— Legislative Council-Hill Allowance' be refused (page 68. 
Civil Estimate)/* 

Ktout Sahib Maulvi ABDU8 8 ATTAR: “That the demand of 
Its. 1,0 7,500 under the head 1 22F. — Legislative Department * be reduced 
by Ra. 18,000 (page 68, Civil Estimate)/* 

PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: “ That the demand of 
Its. 15,000 under the head 4 22. — General Administration - Elections 
for Indian Provincial Legislatures’ be reduced by He. 1 (page 62, 
Civil Estimate).” 

Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: 44 That the demand of Its. 2,67,000 
under the head ‘ 220. Civil Secretariat- Judicial, Political and 
Appointment Departments’ be reduced by lie. 1 (page 69, Civil 
Estimate).” 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Thai the demand of 
Its. 15,000 under the bead ‘ 22G. — Civil Secretariat (Reserved) Hill 
allowances ’ be refused (page 71, Civil Estimate).” 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: ’That the demand of 
Its. 7,500 under the head 4 22G. — Civil Secretariat (Reserved) — 
Contingencies Hill journey charges ’ be refused (page 71, Civil 
Estimate)/’ 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH CH08E and Babu AKHIL CHANDRA 
DATTA: 44 That the demand of Its. 8,14,000 under the head 4 22G. - 
Civil Secretariat (Reserved)’ he reduced by Its. 100 (page 69, Civil 
Estimate).” 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: 44 That the demand of 
Rs. 8,14,000 under the head 4 22G.- General Administration — Civil 
Secretariat (Reserved)* he reduced by Re. 1 (page 69, Civil Estimate).” 

Maulvi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: “ That the demand of 
R«. 56,000 under the head * 22G.~ Civil Secretariat — Agriculture and 
Industrie# Department (Transferre<l)' be refused (page 74, Civil 
Estimate).” 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: " That the demand of 
Re. 4,200 under the head 4 220 . — Civil Secretariat (Transferred) — 
Hill allowances ’ be refund (page 75, Civil Estimate).” 
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trijlft B WAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: “ That the demand of 

Rs. 2,600 tinder the head ‘ 22G. —Civil Secretariat (Transf erred V— 
Contingencies — Hill journey charges ’ be refused (page 76, Civil 
Estimate)/* 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA and Babu AMARENDRA NATH 
CHOBBs “ That the demand of Us. 2,00,000 under the head ‘ 22G. — 
Civil Secretariat (Transferred) * he reduced by Us. 100 (page 72* 
Civil Estimate),” 

Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI : “ That the demand of Rs. 85,000 
under the head ‘ 22H. — Board of Revenue * lie reduced by Ue. 1 (page 
76, Civil Estimate).” 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 1,000 under the head ‘ 22 J. — Commissioner* — Puichase and keep 
of elephants * he refused (page 79, Civil Estimate).” 

trijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: -That the demand of 
Rs. 2,000 under vhe head * 22J. — General Administration — Commis- 
sioners — Purchase and keep of elephants and other charges ' be refused 
(page 79, (-ivil Estimate).” 

Srijut BUAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE, Babu BUOY KRI8HNA 
8081, Babu R0ME8 CHANDRA BACCHI, Maulvi 8YEO NAU8HER 
ALI, Or. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA and Srijut JOCENDRA 
■NATH MOITRAt 11 That the demand of Us. 2,86,000 under the he$d 
‘ 22J. — Commissioners ’ be refused (page 79, Civil Estimate)/* 

Babu JITENORANAL BANNERJEE: That the demand of 

Us. 2,86,000 under the head * 22J. — Commissioners * be reduced by 
Us. I, GOO (page 78, Civil Estimate).” 

Bal»U AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE and Babu AKHIL CHANDRA 
dajta S “ That the demand of Us. 2,86,000 under the head * 22J. — 
Commissioners* be reduced by Its. 100 (page 78, Civil Estimate).** 

Ra! HARENORANATH CHAUOHURI: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 29, 50, 0(H) under the heat! ‘ 22K to M. — District Administration — 
P of officers * be reduced by Rs. 1,50,000 (page 80, Civil Estimate).** 

■ /’sflbs JITENDRALAV BANRERJEE: ” That the demand of 

Rs. 9,38,000 under the head 4 22K. to M. — DistriciAdmini»tratk>n— 
General Establishment— Allowances, Hauo*sria * be reduced by 
Rs. 1,76,000 (page 80, Civil Estimate).** * 
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MauM SYIU MAQBUL HUSAIN and Khan Skadar MauNt 
EKRAMUL HUQ: 44 That the demand of Rs. 61,80,000 under Gut 
head 4 22G.- -General Administration — District Administration’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (page 80, Civil Estimate).” 

Dr, PRAMATHANATH BANER4EA: 44 That the demand of 
Rg. 50,000 under the head ‘ 22X. Grant by Commissioners of Divi- 
sions ’ be refused (page 84, Civil Estimate).” 

m 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: “That the demand of 
Rb. 50,500 under the head 4 22N. Grant by District Officers \ be 
refused (page 84, Civil Estimate).” 

Srijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA and Maulvt MOHAMED 
8ADEQUE: 44 That the demand of Its. 1,40,000 under the head 
4 22N. — Discretionary grants for heads of provinces ’ bo refused (page 
84, Civil Estimate).” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI and Babu JITENDRALAL 
BANNERJEE: 44 That the demand of Rs. 1,40,000 under the head 
4 22N. — Discretionary grants for heads of provinces, etc.', 1 h» reduced 
by Its. 1,00,000 (page 84, Civil Estimate).” 

Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur and Srijut TARAKNATH 
MUKERdEA: 44 That the demand of Its. 94,88,000 under the head 
' 22. — General Administration * be reduced by Re. 1 (page 62, Civil 

hist i mate)^’ 

% 


Adjournment 

The Council was adjourned at 1-87 c m. till 2-80 I'.M., on Monday, 
the 14th March, 1927, at the Town Hull, Calcutta. 



Sltf 


|f 4ni Mjub 


ffWMdingt of tlw Bong«| Legtslattv* Council asMtnbM " under - 
the provisions of the Covommont of India Act 

Thk Council met in the Council ^hamher in the Town Hail* 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 14th March, 1927, at 2-30 p.m. 

Present: 

ThftJlon’hle the President (Raja Manmatha Nath Ray CffAUmiunr, 
of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers, and 106 nominated and elected^ 
members. 


Affirmation. 

Babu Sukendha Nath Ray made an affirmation of his allegiance 
to the Crown. 


Motion for adjournment- 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM : Sir, it is with u heavy heart that i rise 
to move for the adjournment of this House, permission lor which was 
granted to me two days hack. The discussion of this question was 
postponed to suit the convenience and, I might say, Hit interests of 
certain high personages. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon'ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray 
Ohaudhury, Of Santooh): Mr. Kasera you are not right when you say 
that. T should lie glad if you do not refer to what happened on Friday 
last and it would perhaps be convenient if you read out your motion. 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM l Sir, the motion is that thia House do 
adjourn to* consider a definite question of urgent public, importance, 
vit the shooting of an ignorunt crowd in the village of KotakfU ip 
the district of Bari sal under the orders of the District Magistrate of 

W 8r »*j- * ‘ ' 

^While asking this House to consider this question I want to sajrat 
th**Very ^outset that tly> question of music befosa moemte dbe* -not, at 
all come within the purview of my motion. I say JhaftTt how nothing 
t^do%ith*thi wanton slaughter of my countryatOn By Hie orders of 
a gentleman who has beep Entrusted with the cairn of tW people qf the 
district of Bakarganj— by one who was appointed by 4h*«$ta# t*T pr% w 
tact the lives of the people of that district. % Sir, Hie question of imiio 
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before mosque ia a question which hie agitated the public mud and 
caused manyun fort unate incidents no dodbt, but it'ia a question wKch 
does not concern the present motion. The apoatle of the cult of lnuiio 
and high priests of greater power are now in a better position to 
enforce their will. We, the humble people, have vety little to do 
with* it, but before I come directly to this question I .would appeal 
to mjs> countrymen through their representatives in this House, 
Hindus and Muhammadans alike, to settle this trifling mutter uuioug 
themselves #ud not to allow any further excuse or opportunity for the 
shooting pf people wantonly and deliberately. Sir, on this question 
of shooting at Ponabali an official communique has been issued and 
r ^hpt communique states that some days back Mr. Blandy, the District 

* Magistrate of Dakarganj, received information that there was trouble 

4|>prehended or anticipated, whatever you might like to call it, in that^ 
particular locality, because of the Shivanitri fair at Ponabali and of 
the objection* of the Mussulmans to allow u procession with music to 
puss by the side of the mosque, und we are told that the District 
Magistrate visited the locality on the 17th of February He came 
back to JBarisal and returned to thut place of occurrence in the early 
morning of the ^nd of March, the day on which the shooting took 
place, but during these 10 days, beyond the fact that he asked the 
Eastern liifles to be present there with their guns and ammunition, 
beiddes the fact that he asked the Superintendent of Police and the 
SubdivjsionaH Iffieer to be there, he took absolutely no steps to see that 
riots were averted or that there wus no occasion for the slaughter of 
human What 1 mean to say is this: during the 10 days after 

return from Ponabali to Barisal Mr. Blandy bad ample oppor- 
tunities to consult the local leaders, Hindus and Muhammadans alike, 
of Burfaal and I say in these instances he ought to have consulted 
the Muhammadan leaders of Barisal, because the Muhammadans 
were the people Who were chiefly concerned in the matter. He might 
have appealed to Khan Bahadur Ilemayetuddin Ahmed and hi* 
friends at Barisal to see that the Muhammadan crowd and the people 
of the mosqftte obeyed the orders that he had passed. Mr, Blandy 
might say tluft these people had no influence. To that I would say 
that Klwtn Bahadur Hemavetuddin Ahmed and Maulvi Khababuddih 
Bftd many-wther men have been of great help and of assistance to the 
aifthoritfos at Bariaql for many years past. These men enjbyed Ilia 
cottfdetype tif high officials like Mr. Beatson-Bell and others, but Hr. 
Blandy instead of asking for their help and oo-operation kept*1be 
whole thing "confidential and even prevented it from coming to^flie 
knowledge ^bfthese very men. This was done, I say *ui I Sfcbmft, 
Sir, "iis oarc^matafttial evidence shows, deliberately. Than, Sir, we are 
^ fold tbrit sho0tJ% was resorted to, because of the fact that the mob 

* tfawt tj'nYWtftd there Ws furious, infuriated and would not hear orders* 
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aid they were brandishing spears and lathis. I do not want to con- 
Bidet as to how many lathis and spears they had. That is not the 
question. The question is this; that while Mr. Biandy could with the 
assistance of his constables only get Maulvi Sahabuddin, the gentle* 
man who was the Imam of the mosque , 1 believe, arrested from within, 
the mosque itself and the men who went to arrest Inm 
were not even scratched or even hurt in spite of the threatening 
attitude of the mob, where was the occasion to shoqt; I 
say that if the Maulvi could be arrested half a dozen mom men^could 
have been arrested as well. Then, Sir, the official communique goes 
on to say that orders were passed to fire 17 rounds, but on account of 
the noise and din of the Mussalman crow&Jhat collected there 
order? could not be properly understood. Amt what was the result? 
^Histead* of 17 rounds 37 rounds were fired. WTiat does it matter if a 
few more lives are lost so long the lives killed are of black men. +Jt 
a single European had been killed the whole empire would have risen 
in pfdtest against it. But any number of death of black men does net 
appeal to the humanity of the people who rule over us. Sir, we are 
Ifold that the official communique gives a full and detailed report. 
Some- years back a gentleman speaking in the House of Commons 
remarked that untruths were of three grades and three classes — first 
lie pure and simple, the second, prevarication and the third the 
official reports. This official report, although it briefly 
states the main facts, leaves an impression on the public mind, at 
least on the mind of their leaders, which is absolutely incorrect. - The 
public is asked to believe that in that small area the pelple who 
assembled were so furious and were taking an attitude so dangerous that 
in order to protect the lives and property of the people in the neighbour- 
hood it was necessary to shoot them down. Sir, we ore told thtk there 
is a road on the south and one on the west of this mosque ; we are told 
that these roads are the district hoard roads of Bakarganj from 
Jhalakati to Nalchiti, but those who have visited the place will be 
able to tell you that these pathways which are dignified with the 
name of district board roads are merely narrow pathways, where at is 
widest it is only 5 feet 6 inches and where it is narrowed it is Only 2 
feet 4 inches^ This is only a pathway on which two mAn can pass 
abreast with great difficulty and on both sides of these roads are Hie 
ditrhes and khals which are the natural drainage of BarisaC in the 
district of Bakarganj. Then, Sir, what I say is this: tbaHhe shootihg 
could be prevented and easily prevented without any danger, without 
any loss of life or property if only the District Magistrate had allowed 
the procession to pass with the police guards over this road# The 
District Magistrate or rather the Government benche* will say that the* 
people assembled je the mosque compound to attack them, tf they 
had attacked or attempted to attack or even hurt any body then j Ad 
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then only ^JjMd shooting hire been resorted to, otherwise sst/f 
submit, Sir, that in this instance the shooting was dope without julufiae- 
tion, end without sufficient cause, •»<! therefore no doubt, so far as the 
legal technicalities are concerned, I think he has com plied, with pj). 
The District Magistrate read the Biot Act, and explained the provisions 
of the .Act, but those who are not lawyers cannot appreciate that ht has 
taken 'every possible step before firing on these people. ‘ " 


2-45 Tpm. 

Alter the incident happened we went to the place of occurrence. 
Of course there were different stories about the men being armed or 
unarmed but admitting that for argument's sake I believe there is a 
gfjfeat deal of truthN|f*he statement that many of the people were 
armed with laihu and spears of sorts. At the same time it hat not 
even been alleged by the District Magistrate or his supporters that* 
there was a single policeman even scratched by the rioters or the 
infuriated mob; not a single man was hurt. Therefore there was* 
absolutely no justifica^pn for taking the lives of so many people and in 
such a wanton manner. Before I take my seat 1 would appeal to 
Government on behalf not of one community or the other but on 
behalf of the people of this province, to appoint a commission to hold 
a full enquiry into the affairs at Ponabaiia. We want an enquiry 
where every man who presents himself for examination should be 
subjected to cross-examination and it has been suggested to me that 
this committee of enquiry should be one in which there should be a 
non-official majority. So far as I am concerned I think that any 
gentleman appointed to this committee will be fair and impartial and 
I hope that the Government will accede to my request. At the same 
time I should say that knowing the administrative machinery of this 
province as I do, I think it absolutely necessary that for an impartial 
enquiry the present District Magistrate of Bakarganj should not remain 
in charge of that district while the enquiry is going on; that officer 
who is responsible for the loss of so many lives, wanton slaughter of 
hug^n lives, should not be allowed to remain in charge of the district. 
Our demand is very reasonable and very moderate. We are told and 
history teUs us that the British Empire was built up by great 
statesmen, its foundation was laid on justice, fair play, impartiality 
and reftpect (or truth and honesty. I believe that is the real truth * 
because otherwise it would have been impossible for a handful of men 
♦c build up a mighty empire like this. I am afraid.. 

(Here the member reached his time limit and resumed his seat.) 


Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: I rise to speak upon the motion Before the 
House to-day with some reluctance. The motion is one in which it is 
somewhat difficult for a Britisher to put his ideas before *ibe Council 
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^without giving offence to the members of other religions. I wish to 
declare in the clearest of terms that nothing is so far from my mind at 
^fliat.^ First o^all I wish if to tte*}>ut on record perfectly clearly that 
my cbmng|uuty is behind no other in its detestation of the firing and the 
aufferin# that ensued from that fining and shooting in the district of 
Barisal. ftlt is most pitiable and deplorable that ignorant peasants 
should itieet their death in this fashion although driven thereto by die 
exaltation that an we from the fear that their faith was in danger. We 
depl%e these unhappy occurrences and I am certain that whenj say 
* thd| I speflk for every Britisher here in this Council — whether official 
or non-official — more than that I am certain that I speak ev<$n more 
intensively for that British officer whom cruel and harsh fate compelled 
to give the order for firing. The heart of that officer is I am certain 
seared by sorrow and he will live in sorrow and in grief for the 
remainder of his days. 

Mr. Blandy is known to a great many of us in this House; he is 
known as an officer not only of high attainments and of devotion to duty 
but also as one who has every sympathy for the poor and for the people. 
He is now, so to speak, placed on trial before this House. I ask this 
Council to consider the circumstances without heat and #s dispassion- 
ately as possible. The questions of course which have to be decided by 
this Council are; First of all, was the firing inevitable? Secondly, did 
Mr. Blandy exceed his duty or not? I think it is obvious to every 
member of this Council that at any rate Mr. Blandy was not responsible 
for the circumstances that preceded that shooting and the unh«j$py 
Occurrence at Ponabalia. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I enquire from the hon’ble 
member who was responsible for the occurrence? 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: The answer to that is — the unhappy and 
miserable communal tension that exists in this province. I say that 
Mr. Blandy, whether he is in the right or he is in the wrong, has been 
punished; he has received such punishment as a man of his positions nil 
attainments can, and I ask you again to consider his conduct dispas- 
sionately. 

There were two alternatives: one was the alternative which Mr. 
Blandy took with results as I say, as horrible to him asThey are to our- 
eelves. There was of course another alternative, whifch was to retreat 
anCretke. ^ leaving aside for a moment the question as to whether 
retreat was even possible, what we have to consider is what would have 
been the consequences of such a retreat. I think it is common knowledge 
proved by -Jay-to-day reports in the newspapers what the position is in 
regard to couupunil hatred and communal feeling in the district of 
us also Jknow, I think, of the pent up fury which 



1927.] ** AJWOJJBNMENT. ltl ’ 

Tff 

exist* in th# minds of people impassioned by religions fervour and com* 
munal riots. Mr. Blandy was fared «by a large company of Muslinm. 
inflamed and maddened by passion df religious fervour^ He lia|| uaaa 
persuasion, be had used argument, he bad used warning but HI without 

avail. > 

** 

Mftttlvi MOMAMEO SADEQUE: May I ask Mr. Travers what is the 
source of his information? Did Mr. Blandy consult him? 

t 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS* My information is obtained from news- 
papers and I have nothing more than that. 1 am only saying what X 
have learnt from such reports. 

The question now is this: If under the circumstances Mr, Blandy 
hud retreated, would the mob have quietened down and dispersed? 
That seems to me to he the main question and I soy in reply to that 
that the fateful happenings in the past in these cases have proved the 
contrary again and again. A mob of people as I sov inflamed and 
impassioned by religious fervour, having achieved what they — ignorant 
poojfle a s apparently they were — would have considered it as a victory 
over the only authority that they know, namely, the Collector of the 
district. If Mr. Blandy had retreated, in my opinion, and 1 think in 
the opinion of every dUpa-Hionate observer, at any rate the greater pro- 
bability is that the mob would have flooded the countryside und the 
dreadful orgy of communal fight would again have occurred. I wish it 
t<^e perfectly elearlv understood that 1 am not in any way arguing 
against a proper enquiry into the circumstances. Human lives hav% 
been taken and human blood has been shed and it is perfectly just and 
right that there should he the fullest investigation into the circum- 
stances that led to it. I do not wish to la* misunderstood for a moment 
hut my point is that it is very difficult for this Council at this time and 
at this distance to decide the question. An enquiry should he held by 
the controlling authorities concerned; the investigation should be as full 
as it possibly can la* and judgment should l»e given by the proper 
authority. That is my point. I ask the Council moreover, in eon- 
sidering this matter, to remember not only the circumstances of thi&*. 
unhappy occurrence itself hut also to think to some extent of the future. 
We are all of us aware of the intensity of the inter-communal feeling 
in this province at^the present moment and especially in Eastern Bengal. 
As it happens in this occurrence the officer concerned is a Britisher. I * 
think, therefore, that he may he taken as being unswayed in any way 
by any feeling of religion. His only thought, his only desire wee to 
keep the order and safety of the district of which he was in cbaige. X 
do not object to condemnation if condemnation were deserve^ hut W. 
this officer was put in a position of most unparalleled difli&dty he had 
to make his decision in a moment If he is condemned improperly then 
I say this Council is endangering the safety # pf the whdRfcot 
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Bengal. (A voice; Of the British Empire as well.) There is, in mj 
opinion, one ideal which can prevent a recurrence of this unhappy 
firing and so on, which may be *taten to preserve law and order, and 
that is the spread — I thinlc we may term it in, Bengal, a renewal— of 
the spirit of toleration. It seem* to me that the chasm between the two 
great divisions of our fellow citizens in this province is widening and 
deepening from day to day and the question arises where and whither is 
the province going in regard to communal hatred. I say that these 
unhappy occurrences make it absolutely essential for everyone of us 
here, whatever be his race or religion, to do his utmost not only in his 
speech and in word but in every hour of the day to reduce that chasm 
between these two religions and establish safety and peace once more 
here in Bengal. 

3 P.M. 

In my opinion, Mr. President, what was responsible for this unhappy 
and miserable occurrence at Barisal was this hatred — this ill-feeling — 
between those two great communities, and not poor Mr. Blandy who 
did his duty as best as he could. 

Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMs Sir, Mr. Abul Kasem in moving the 
adjournment of this House made it absolutely clear that he was not 
raising any question of a communal character. In fact, upon the 
motion itself no such question urisea. I was, therefore, surprised that 
Mr. Travers, speaking on behalf of the European members of this 
House, thought fit to deliver a lecture on the unfortunate communal 
bitterness that has arisen in Bengal. Every one knows that public 
opinion in these matters is extremely sensitive, even lectures deprecat- 
ing that sort of feeling, if they are too frequent and come from certain 
classes of people, are apt to intensify it. I, on my part, wish to assure 
every Hindu member of this House that we have not the least inten- 
tion, of having a pronouncement on the question of music before mosques, 
about the rights or wrongs of which the present question before the 
H(tt|se has no concern whatsoever. We wish to raise no communal 
question. The sole question is whether in the circumstances of the case 
the District Magistrate, Mr. Blandy, was justified in firing or ordering 
to fire, on the crowd with the result that 18 persons, according to my 
latest information, have already died, and, I understand, about 12 or 14 
more are in a very bad way. These are the totals of the persons killed and 
wounded in the hospital, excluding those persons who had gone back 
to the villages after having received injuries. No body can deny that 
the firing ha* had the most deplorable consequences, resulting in the 
death of so many villagers, who, otherwise, would have lived useful 
lives in their villages. And, surely, this is not a case, as suggested by 
Jlr. Travers, for a departmental enquiry. We know what, a depart- 
enquiry is. (Hear, hear.) This is too big an affair td be dealt 
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with in th» department, within closed doom. Sorely, in the interests 
of the edmilustretion, in the interests of Mr. Blandy himself, if the 
charge against him is unfounded, there should be an open publio 
enquiry. Speaking for myself, Sir, 1 do nort care Whether the majority 
are officials or non-officials. Let there be a public enquiry, let the facts 
be placed before the public, let the men who here played a part in this 
occurrence be cross-examined as to the circumstances that led to it, and 
I am perfectly sure that there would be only one verdict. Let 
Mr. Travers, let Mr. Moberly, or let anybody else, sit on that commits 
tee. But 1 do appeal to this House that there is an ample case, more 
than an ample case, for a full-fledged public enquiry, where every 
matter ('an be dealt with in the light of public criticism. The question 
— the momentous question — before the public of Bengal and before this 
House at the present moment is under what circumstances is a District 
Magistrate, who is charged with the maintenance of the peace of a 
district, entitled to order firing on a crowd. If in this case the firing 
could be justified upon the facts that are in public possession, tben I 
say that there is a most dangerous state of things which public opinion 
should not tolerate for one moment. Mr. Blandy had information that 
the villagers — I do not know exactly how many, say, a hundred, two 
hundred, or five hundred had objected to music being played before the 
mosque. Those who have seen the mosque know what a small structure 
it is. If there were two to five hundred people gathered there and in 
its grounds they must have been packed like herrings. It is just a 
space by the side of what they call a road — a compound of about 40 
square feet, and there is a ditch running alongside the road. The firing 
took place from, say, a distance of 2 to ‘1 or 5 yard* at the most. 
The firing was at the upper parts of the bodies of the people, and I 
•aw that even trees had been penetrated right through from one end to 
the other, even bamboos had been penetrated right through, and that 
bullets had hit people sitting in the yards of their own Haris beyond. 
Now, Mr. Blandy had known that these ignorant villagers, misguided 
or ignorant of whatever you may like to call them, objected rightly or 
wrongly to music Wing played before their mosque. Mr. Blandy was 
perfectly familiar with the provisions of the law of criminal procedure 
which he must have administered for a very long time. He had at his 
command measures hy which he could have prevented any untoward 
happenings. It is stated in the communiqvf that Mr. Biswas, the Sub- 
divisions! Officer, had satisfied himself that the practice of stopping 
music before mosques was not established, but we are not told yet — 
and so far as my information goes it is not a fact — that there was a 
written order passed, or at any rate proclaimed in the village. The 
provisions of section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code were not 
Citilised. If they were utilised, the Magistrate could hAve prohibited 
ike gathering of any people either in the mosque or in it# vicinity, or 
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along the roadside. $o such step was taken. He could have utilised 
the provisions of section 107, if h^had information that some of the 
villagers wanted to take the law in their own hands and break the 
peace; he could hanTb5u^Ftliem down aa.it is done every day a number 
of times in Bengal He took no such steps. I appeal to my European 
friends on the other side to consider whether he should not have posted 
at least some constables in that village near that mosque — surely he 
could have spared 10 or 20 constables to be put bn guard there to 
prevent any villagers taking steps to create any disturbance on the 
2nd of March. No: although he visited that place, although he knew 
of these things, yet he took no steps of that sort. What preventive 
steps he actually took we do not know. He did not consult any 
influential people of the Muhammadan community of Barisal. It has 
been alleged that none of these gentlemen have any influence. Now, is 
that true? I say, it is not. The Hon'hle Mr. Moberly, who is in 
charge of the Police, knows that whenever Government took into con- 
fidence the leaders of the people, for instance during the last. Durga 
Puja celebration, they did so with the happiest of results. During 
those times when riots were imminent, the leaders whom he took into 
confidence were able, with the help of the authorities, to persuade the 
parties concerned to obey the law, although none of the parties accepted 
the existing rules as the proper law. Surely, it does not lie in the 
mouth of the Government to say that it would have been useless to 
consult the loaders of the people. T ask, is it reasonable to put forward 
auch an excuse? Now, take the day of the occurrence, what happened? 
Mr. Blandy does not take any civil, ordinary, constabulary force there 
at all. He takes only 20 to 30 men of the Gurkha Rifles. Supposing, 
he had taken 60 constables with him and drawm them up along tho 
road, I am sure that there would have been no apprehension of a breach 
of the peace. He might have taken his rifle also in order to help the 
police if the police were attacked. He did no such thing. He takes 
only the rifles there — guns and ammunitions — to shoot. This is one 
of the most wonderful proceedings of which I do not think any prece- 
dent will be found. Then what does he do? Knowing that he might 
have to shoot people — he went there prepared to shoot, if necessary — he 
does not take any medical help with him — no stretchers, no sort of 
surgical appliances— when he knew that men would be shot down, and, 
mind you, no medical man was near about. He knew that you have 
to go at least several miles in order to reach Barisal. Some of the 
wounded men did not reach Barisal for more than 24 hours. Then, 
it is said that the crowd was threatening. Ignorant men in crowds 
when they gather to protest against certain orders of the Magistrate 
do — at any rate some of them do — arm themselves with latkira and 
take up a threatening attitude: they shout, and if they have any 
weapons with them they brandish them. But, was Mr. Blandy really 
afraid of his own life or of the lives of the Gurkhas or of others present 
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there? Surely, he cannot say this, since he successfully arrested the 
Maulvi who la alleged to have bfen inciting the raob. Why could 
he not have arrested some more of the men-^> could have done so with 
impunity — and surely then the whole thing #-ould have collapsed. I 
ask this House in all solemnity whether Mr. Biandy’s proceeding waa 
such as could be justified. Mr. Travers hns said that Mr. Bl&ndy lms 
suffered enough.' I have no doubt that he must have felt after the 
occurrence that he was entirely in the wrong. But we are not con- 
cerned with the prick to his conscience. We have got to set' that 
the law is properly administered, and, I think, this House should lay 
down some rule to be observed by Magistrates and other officers who 
have either in the villages or in the towns to keep the peace. Then 
Mr. Bl&ndy is an Englshman who is supposed to have better nerves 
than the poor Indians. He should have known that only a few days 
hack in Barisal itself an Indian Magistrate controlled n mob of five- 
thousand people without having had to fire a single shot: they were 
dispersed without firing. I say that in this case Mr. Blandy could 
have easily dispersed the mob, and he could have done this without 
any firing at all. I say. a proceeding like his is unparalleled in the 
recent history of India. I say that if the Government had announced 
that they were prepared to hold a public enquiry, I should have been 
the last pei son to discuss this question in this House. But as matter* 
stand, we have to ask this House to come to a decision whether tho 
conduct of Mr. Blandy was not such a* to call for a public enquiry — air 
enquiry in which all the matters would he sifted — and if Mr. Blnndy 
is found to have been at fault he would he properly punished. Wp arfr 
not trying to throw the blame on the Hindu community or any other 
community. We want to see it laid down that Magistrates whenever 
they have to act under such circumstances do act under proper restraint, 
that other Magistrates, in the circumstances in which Mr. Blandy was- 
placed, do not recklessly order firing on an ignorant crowd. 

3-15 p.m. 

•Ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, I can assure my Muslim 
friends that I and other members of my community are as much grieveff 
as any one amongst them over the unfortunate affair at Ponabalia. 
Human life, Sir, is a sacred thing and the death of a number of our 
fellow count ryrnen at a time of peace must fill the heart of all section* 
with intense grief and I am sure, Sir, in this grief, Treasury benches,, 
the Swarajist benches and non-official Europeans will join with us. 

I am glad in a sense that our Muslim friends have moved for an 
adjournment of the House, for the death of so many men insistently 
demands the attention not only of Government members but that of alt 
sections of this House. It is imperatively necessary to eiamine not 
only the immediate causes of this unfortunate incident but it is far 
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more necessary that we should examine the root causes that are respon- 
sible not only for this regrettable incident but of other similar incidents 
which have caused the death of a number of Hindus and Muslims in 
various parts of the province including tlie Metropolis of the Presidency, 
•and apart from death just realise what untold suffering these incidents 
have caused to so many of both the communities. .These regrettable 
incidents during the last 12 months or so have cast a slur on the fair 
name of Bengal. It is necessary, therefore, that the representatives of 
the people assembled on the floor of this House should examine the 
: situation calmly and dispassionately and put forword their suggestions 
not only to remove the root causes of the incident but to ensure that in 
future innocent lives are not lost and that officials whose unfortunate 
and difficult duty it might be to deal with situations like these should 
have the guidance, advice and support where necessary of the representa- 
tives of the people. Sir, human life is sacred. (A voice: Not Indian 
lives.) No, Sir, every life is sacred whether it is an Indian life, an 
African life or a Hottentot life or a European life, and the possibility 
■of the spread of communal virus iH fraught with such danger to both the 
oom in uni ties that I trust that no responsible member of this House will 
•descend to utilise this unfortunate incident for party purposes or 
personal jealousies. Even if any one does I hope the better sense of the 
majority of the House will prevail and make any such regrettable 
attempt unsuccessful. 

Kir, I desire to deal with ft points : 

.(1) What are the root causes of unfortunate incidents like these and 
how to remove them? 

'(2) IIow should the officers in future conduct themselves on occa- 
sions like these? and 

*(ft) How did the responsible officers conduct themselves on the 
present occasion? 

Mautvi KADER BAKSH: Sir, the root cause of the trouble is not 
Ithe question before the House. Is he entitled to deal with it? 


Mr* PRESIDENTS Sir Provash, you had better not refer to the root 
<ause of the question. But, you are certainly entitled to lay down as to 
wrhat should be the conduct of officials under such circumstances. 


Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I bow to your ruling Sir. 
But may 1 point out for your further consideration this point : We are 
no doubt discussing this particular question hut if the root cause of theee 
riots is intimately connected with the question of this incident, may I 
not refer to it as a relevant matter? 
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Hi* PRESIDENTS My ruling is this. Ton can narrate the 
incidents connected with the affair of that particular date. Of oouree 
you can suggest how officers should conduct themselves on occasions 
like these. Beyond that you fonnot go. 

tir PROVA8H CHUNDER MUTER: I claim, £ir, that I have 
stated these points in their order of importance. Sir, is it not a matter 
which at once arrests our attention that before the early part of 1920 
there were practically no communal riots in our province. We had not 
before 1926 breaking of heads for communal reasons at any rate on the 
scale that we have been witnessing recently. 
i 

The second point that I have mentioned, namely, how should the 
officers in future conduct themselves on occasions like these is one of 
the utmost importance — far more important than that of examining the 
conduct of the officers who had, to act in a certain manner on the present 
occasion. In this connection we must remember that advance of 
nationalism can only be possible if there l>e security and ordered 
progress in our social lives. Without peace and protection whether by 
an organisation of citizens and so long such an organisation is not 
possible by the organisation which has been set up for m by our present 
day rulers ordered progress, whether social or national, will become 
impossible. In the very interest of the cause which all of us have in 
heart we must admit that peace has got to be maintained. Nor can we 
afford to ignore the actualities of the present political situation. Here 
we find that Swarajists are quarrelling with Swarajists, Liberals are 
quarrelling with Liberals, Muhammadans are quarrelling with Muham- 
madans and the Hindus and the Muhammadans are quarrelling amongst 
themselves. It is no doubt due to our own fault that we are quarrelling 
amongst ourselves. It is no doubt clue to our own fault that we are 
placing personalities above parties and party above country but so long 
as this spirit lasts the inevitable must happen. The third party must 
have to devise some means for our protection. So long this state of 
things lasts it is certainly necessary to lay down lines of conduct on the 
part of public officers to meet situations like these. The time at my 
disposal is short and I therefore refrain from putting forward my 
definite suggestions. I suggest that it is necessary to frame a set of 
rules to deal with situations like these and in framing those rules the 
representatives of the people should be consulted, but it must be under- 
stood that a good deal of personal discretion must be left to these officers 
and so long as these officers act bona fide in order to avoid an imminent 
not, r hope the representatives of the people in this House would 
agree to support their action. 

Now, Sir, coming to the third point. I feel that the question is tab- 
jWtre and furthermore I am told that an enquiry is being held by the 
Divisional Commissioner and that Government is awaiting the result 
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of this enquiry. Therefore, in my judgment, it will not be right to 
appoint any committee at this stage before fuller facts are placed before 
us. When such facts are placed before us I am as keen as anybody else 
that an enquiry should be set up but I want that the committee of 
enquiry should be an impartial one. No on# should have any seat on 
that committee who have expressed their opinion on this particular 
incident. In the interest of Mr. Blandy himself, in the interest of other 
district officers and police officers who have to handle difficult situations 
like these, I welcome a committee of enquiry, at a proper time, but, Sir, 
I cannot refrain from leaving this subject without appealing for a 
suitable atmosphere for the discussion of this question. It is all very 
well*for us sitting comfortably in our respective chairs on the floor of 
this House to criticise a gentleman who had to deal with a very difficult 
situation. Assuming for the moment that Mr. Blandy acted as he should 
not have acted one must not forget that it is alleged on the one hand 
there was an infuriated mob, a section of which was armed with deadly 
weapons and others with formidable lathis on the other hand there were 
hundreds of men, women and children whose lives were as precious as 
the lives of those unfortunate men now no more. Do not judge a man 
too hastily or too harshly under these circumstances. If you do so you 
will demoralise the only men u’ho are available at the present moment 
to maintain peace and order in our society. And why are these the only 
men to-day who are available to maintain peace and order in our society 
and if these are the only men to-day so available, how is it that they are 
net under the orders of responsible ministers but under the orders of 
office™ responsible to an authority (1,000 miles away, at Whitehall? Is 
it not because the Hindus and the ^(uslims, the different groups of 
Hindus and different groups of Muslims are quarrelling amongst them- 
selves? Is it not because true to the instinct of slave mentality — an 
expression which my friends on the Swarajist benches are so fond of 
Using — we are placing personalities and political causes above those 
of the needs of the country and the nation. Is it not because that we 
delight grovelling about petty personalities and petty communal ques- 
tion? I resume my seat, Sir, by an appeal to nil within this House and 
those beyond, to remove the root causes and the sooner you do that the 
sooner you will put an end to all incidents like these. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, what is the relevancy of mentioning 
petty jealousies when w*e are only discussing the Ponabalia incident P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! 

Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, before I resume my seat 
I would make an earnest appeal to all sections in this House and to all 
my % friends, Hindus and Muhammadans, not to misunderstand one 
another any more. I beg my Muhammadan friends to believe me that 
«ny feelings are as keen as theirs are over this question. But because 
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I feel for their community as I feel for my own that I am making this 
appeal to them not to add to the difficulties of the situation by creating 
further bitterness. 

3-30 f.m. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS. Sir, the subject before the 
House strongly demands serious consideration. The brutal massacre 
and inhuman murder of innocent people at Ponabalia is the shocking 
theme before us to-day. # 

In the compound of the mosque the people — boys, young mei^fnd 
old men — mustered, some came to see tama&ha and some to offer peace- 
ful resistance to the passing of the procession with music before the 
mosque. 

Sir, we are not here to-day to discuss the right of the Hindus to 
pass l»efore the mosque with music. We are not here to-day tcf 
claim for the Muhammadans the right of stopping music before the 
mosque. We are here to-day to discuss the heurt-rcnding brutality and 
massacre of the 2nd March at Ponabalia. 

Sir, on the 2nd March the people of the locality of Ponabalia 
collected in the yard of the mosque of Kulkathi when they heard that 
the Hindus would pass with music before the mosque. 

Sir, these people were standing unarmed in the mosque compound* 
Some were standing to see tamnsha and some to offer peaceful resistance 
to the passing of the music l>efoic the mosque as they said that the 
music never passed before that mosque since its erection about 20 years 
ago save and except one solitary instance in Kartic last. 

Sir, I have already said that we are not concerned to-day to deal 
with music before mosque. We are concerned to-day with the doings 
of the District Magistrate of Harisal at Ponabalia on the 2nd March. 

Sir, when some of the people unarmed offered peaceful resistance to 
the passing of music before the mosque without showing even the least 
tendency towards violence, order from the District Magistrate intoxi- 
cated with power came to the Gurkha soldiers to fire. 

Sir. the Gurkhas began to fire upon the unarmed Muslim mass — 
boys, young men and old men. With what result? The result ift f 
Sir, that 13 were killed at the place of occurrence and a large number 
were wounded. 

Sir, upon the report of the inquiry made by Maulris Mafsuddin 
Ahmed, Mafuxzai Hoque and Kabiruddin light is thrown that of tipose 
13 killed, 11 were killed in the yard of the mosque and 2 in the house 
of Afiulla Molla whose house is adjacent to the mosque. 
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8ir, this is not all. One was shot inside the mosque and this ux 
fortunate victim to the Magisterial powet came out in extreme agon 
and died. * 

Sir, from the Government communique we learn ' that the crow 
became excited and the District Magistrate was compelled to arde 
firing. Can the Government show one instance in which the crow 
exhibited excitement P No doubt the Associated Press and Free Prec 
published that the crowd approached brandishing their lathis and on 
man attacked the Superintendent of Police with the spear. 

^H^ir/is there any truth in it? If it be true why the Govemmen 
communique is silent on this point. 

The only reasonable conclusion one can draw from the omission o 
this [Joint in the Government communique is that the crowd neve: 

?;ttacked the Superintendent of Police nor did they approach brandish 
ng their lathis. 

ThcNiction of the District Magistrate at Ponabalia is a sarnph 
of the barbarity of the highest order. 

Sir, the playing of ducks and drakes with the lives of innocent anc 
simple villagers at Ponabalia by the District Magistrate, who iB en 
trusted with the welfare, protection and good of the Barisal people 
clearly indicates that he was waiting for an opportunity to creati 
impression. The action of the District Magistrate proves and provei 
unmistakably that the lives of the Bengalis have no value in th< 
estimation of a people who claim the possession of the highest civili- 
eation at present. 

1 appeal to the Hon’ble Home Member and other European member! 
of the Treasury bench and I appeal to European members of thi« 
House to ponder over the matter. 

I appeal to the Government to retrieve the fair name tarnished 
by the unjustifiable and unreasonable cruelty of the District Magis- 
trate, by vindicating justice. 

I appeal to the Government bench and the European block to 
pause ami think that if the life of a Britisher be lost in this way at the 
hand of an Indian the deafening hue and cry to be raised in England 
and here would have puttied the Government until the offender wai 
brought to justice. 

Sir, whatever the Britishers may think, their souls and the souls of the 
Indians are made of the same ingredients and the repetition of this is 
sure to sap the strong foundation of the British Empire. 

m 

Sir, if Mr. Bl&ndy be the sample of the efficient heaven*bom service, 
we pray to God with all sincerity to save us from the hands of this 
efficiency. 
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Mr. W. L. WAVIM i Sir, I* nm on • pout of jtoanul cfcpkaft- 
lion. I should to mkt^ perfectly dor tiint it in*kw no ^bnao» 
to me whether the shooting is oi an Indian or of n Britisher* because* 

I consider one is -just as horrible and detestable as the other. 

MmM KADtR BAKtH : Sir, I shall be very brief. The question 
before the House is whether Mr. Blandy was justified in his action or 
not. That is the question that I should like to deal with first. But 
before doing so, I must heartily thank Sir Provash Chunder Mitter .... 
for the advice he has given to the House to wait and wait till we hav* 
got the report of the Divisional Commissioner on the enquiry into this- 
matter. He says that we, the representatives of the people, ajugudP* 
support the Government in bringing out the truth. I must say timt 
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter — 1 see he is not here and I wish |e ha& 
been here — with the mentality he has got might well himself have- 
held an investigation into the matter and not left the enquiry to thf* 
Commissioner. Why is it that he is not going out himself to the place 
of oceursrnce to get at the truth f If he desired he might have golfs to the 
place of occurrence and investigated into the matter. Mr. Blandy waa- 
certainly aware of sections 299 to 304 of the Indian Penal Code dealing 
with offences against human life as laid down in that Code. Now, Sir, 
there are certain sections under which a man cannot take the life of 
another and if he does that, he commits an offence under these section*, 
and becomes guilty of murder. Now„ Sir, the question is whether Mr. 
Blandy was fully aware of these sec tions and took all the rare that na- 
an official he should have taken under the circumstances, and alscs 
whether he hud no other means at his disposal before he resorted to 
these barbarous acts and brutal murders. As Sir Abd-ur-ttahim has- 
said, if section 107 and section 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure- 
were not operative, then and then only it could be said that he was not 
justified in resorting to shooting before applying these means at bis 
disposal. If anybody disputes this, then I must say that he in. 
ignorant of the Criminal Procedure Code and the Indian Penal Code 
which contain these preventive means. Then, the question is whether* 
the murder was deliberate or under section 304 — unintentional. T must 
say that if he knew fully well, as a Magistrate should know, of the- 
existence of the provisions of law, then there are other sections U> 
prevent these men from bec oming desperate, and if be did not use those' 
means, certainly it must be said that he is guilty under section 302* 
murder — deliberate murder — knowing fully well the consequences. 

I am dealing with the question not from the communal point of* 
view, not as a Muslim representative in this House, but as a represen- 
tative of the national interests. There are several detenus, very few 
of whom are Muhammadans, but we, Muhammadans in this House- 
have joined with our Hindu friends in doing all that is possible for us 
to get them released and also in doing away with those oppressive* 
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*e<#iorisf £4r, this ls a ^uucai^eswou ana nut a jpoujuiujjww. ui», 
nor | ft ^iigipus one. 'pie question ^sj^whethef' certain Indians, 
Bengafesi* have' lost' their lives under circumstances which cannot be 
justified/ $ow, whether these men were in the wrdhg, they did not 
commit any violence which justified Mr. Blandy^o gfve the ordas to 
fire, j We have also seen in the newspapers to-day that these 
people were not provided with deadly weapons. If that be so, then 
why should they he fired at ? Therefore I submit to the House that 
Jfr. Blandy committed an offence the consequences of which were 
well knoWn to him. If the members of the House demand a committee 
of*enquiry, I do not think that it is too much. We should not depend 
upqn the report of the Commissioner, but we should say Vhat strong 
committee consisting of Hindus and Muhammadans, be appointed to 
investigate into the matter. 

* MtHlhri MOHAMED 8ADEQUE: Sir, Sir Provash Chander Mitter’s 
speech opened Iho eye of many of us rather late, but never too la^\ Some 
had been incessantly pressing for the adjournnrent of the House for 
to-day, the reason was obvious and we have found out the cause. But 
though the end has been achieved, I can tell him that everything is not 
siver. Mr. Travers has enlightened the House on one point and that is 
very clearly that Mr. Blandy is regretting the incident and will repent 
for the remainder of his life. He is perfectly right; Mr. Blandy must 
be repenting throughout the remainder of his life for the incident for 
the deliberate step he took in taking the lives of so many black Indians. 
You may conceal matter from the public, you may deceive the Govern- 
ment hut you cannot deceive your mind, so Mr. Blandy must he repent- 
ing for repentance is the l>est punishment of crime. The most queer 
thing is that Mr. Travers has said that the District Magistrate could 
t*ka one alternative, either to withdraw from the place of occurrence 
which would have a demoralising effect on the whole country or to act 
a* he did. In this connection I beg to point out that nobody has 
suggested that the District Magistrate should have withdrawn and not 
taken the step — some step to check violence. The question is not that 
whether he should have retired from the place of occurrence hut whether 
any other means could be effectively substituted in place of the cruel- 
most act of his. 

345 p.m. 

And was there not other means which could bo substituted to prevent 
the occurrence of this crud and most dastardly act? Now another point 
is whether he exceeded the bounds, whether he had any other means at 
band by which he could have checked this inhuman excesses. As a 
human being, not of course like that of Mr. Blandy — I cannot bnt 
aupport the motion for the adjournment of the House for the most 
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'iS uman%»oet barbarous ack Ben*9forwwrtl %bob MnJia^*orid 
will call lit. Mlandy thebloodahitfty for mat eltt hxcept tfce lust tor 
sledding innocent blood |feul$ induce a man *nd no{ * baa^ to jounce , 
upon the mo»l innocent crowd assembled to protect a reiigiofa right. 

Mr* PRESIDENT. I think Maulvi Saheb you should restraitf, your- 
self, “ l>east " is an unparliamentary expression. * 


Maulvi MOHAMED SADEQUE: No. Sir, T did not cull him a beast. 
The District Magistrates or the officials have got power* to prevent dis- 
order and to preserve peace and order. If a censure motion is not passed! 
the result is that the District Magistrates will think and they do think 
that they are guarded with immunity and can do anything and can kill 
as many lives as they please: there is no law to check 1 them. I do not 
object to your firing when necessary, but you must give reasons by which 
you nm justify your taking such an extreme step; secondly, you are to 
show tjiiit without recourse to the step you took no other effective step 
could be suhxtituted; thirdly, you must show that the step* taken did 
not exceed the limit. I’ntil and unless you cun show all these you 
cannot shake off the responsibility. Because you have been provided 
with deadly weapons and have got the law to protect you, you can in the 
name ot peace and order kill men like cats and dogs. We want an 
impartial cnquii) — an enquiry in which we can have confidence. 

From the newspaper leport* and the report* of those who saw the 
places of occurrence, it is transparent that Mr. Blandy unprovokingly 
ordered firing without issuing any order under section 107 or 144 
previously or declaring the assembly unlawful. The only reason put 
forth is that the mob threatened the Superintendent of Police and others 
with j^pear* and lathics , but is it consistent with the fact that when4he 
alleged ringleader of the mob was arrested without any hitch-can it 
be said that the people were inc ited to kill the police and for that mason 
such an extreme step was necessary. Sir, we heard when the Khargpur 
incident was discussed that buckshots were fired and under the knees: 
but here all file was done hitting at the breasts and even killed men 
sitting at a distance in their own homesteads smoking hookah or doing 
some other household work. Now, Sir, we have been hearing that the 
District Magistrate should lie given discretion and we have heard from 
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter this morning that the District Magistrate 
being a European had no bins towards any community and so he should 
be supported for any art he does for preserving law and order. The 
official can kill as many men as he likes in the fair name of law and 
order for the preservation of the st alled prestige of District Magistrate 
to keep his rid he summoned Gurkhas, but could not issue injunction on 
the crowd to stop all these things. 


10 
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Sir ABO-UR-RAHIMS On a |>oint of order, Sir. Does not the 
Government want to make a statement?. It is usuil in f matter of this 
kind for government to make a statement at as early I stage as possible 

so that the House may be placed in the possession of fa^tew 

v 

The Hon*blt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I rose to* speak at the very 
moment as Sir Abd-ur-Rahim rose. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already called upon Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy 
to speak. 

Mr. H. $• SUHRAWARDY. Sir, although you have done me the 
honour of calling upon me to speak I would much rather tfiat the point 
of order raised by Sir Abd-ur-Rahim had been decided in his frfVour 
and I had been allowed to speak after I had known what the case of the 
Government was in the matter. I am indeed glad that the attempt to 
draw a red herring across the trial has been frustrated. This is a matter 
which affects all people whether they are Hindus or Muhammadans. 
To-day the firing has been on the Muhammadans, to-morr|fw under 
similar circumstances it may be on the Hindus and we shall be 
mourning in the same manner in which we are mourning over the death 
of the Mussalinans this afternoon. As I similar to many other members 
of the legislative Council have had the privilege of seeing the place of 
oecuricnce, I may he permitted to place before you without diplomatic 
perversion the facts as 1 have ascertained them. Picture to yourself 
a road not more than (i feet broad with ditches on both sides 4 feet wide. 
On one side is a inosqub with a courtyard and behind the mosque and 
the courtyard is a dense ring of supari trees and lxdiind the supari trees 
are a few huts. Trouble was brewing and the feeling between the two 
communities were strained owing to the Patuakhali, Perojepore and 
Barisal affairs. Mr. Blnndy had come to the place of occurrence 5 or 6 
days before and had reconnoitred the place and had probably made his 
arrangements. The leaders of the Hindus had also come to the place 
and had also made preparations. We have ascertained that no proces- 
sion of the magnitude which was proposed on this occasion had ever 
passed. The Shivhuri is more than one and half mile away from the 
mosque and people in small groups of 7, 8 or 10 mostly women accom- 
panied by 2 or 3 males go there on the Shivaratri festival, but on this 
occasion it was proposed to bring out a procession in which three villages 
had joined with music and bamboos — an obviously provocative demons, 
tration. I do not propose to discuss lien* whether the Hindus had any 
right to take a procession over the road or not and I only place before you 
what the facts are. The Muhammadans of the locality felt aggrieved : 
the Subdmsional Officer dme and made an enquiry and it is reported 
that evidence was overwhelming that no procession had ever passed by 
the mosque: nevertheless the instructions were that this procession 
should be allowed to pass by the mosque. Report was accordingly made 



* 1927.] MOTION POE ADJOURNMENT. W 

mad Mr. Blandy passed the order that thh procession should go playing 
music by Mm mosque. The feeling as I hare said was strained between, 
the two coitxqpnities and no Muhammadan leader was taken into con- 
fidence by Mr. Blandy ; it is said that the Muhammadans*did not rise 
in the pasf to fhe occasion, but I think it was the duty of Mr. Blandy not 
to leare an/ stone* unturned before he took the measure that he proposed 
to take. I am also informed that no armed police were available* 
because they were sent to other places. Nevertheless, I think, that 
although no armed police were available the Frontier Rifles might have 
been supplied with guns that fired buckshot rather than rifles to which 
thev are, I am told, accustomed. If they are soldiers worth the name they 
can let off buckshots as well as rifle bullets. The Muhammadan crowd 
was very likely in an excited mood, but I do not credit the statement 
in the commwniqvf or any statement made by any Government officer 
that they were armed with spears and deadly weapons and they were 
brandishing them for the purpose of making an attack, and I say so for 
this reason that after all the attempts that had been made to capture an 
many weapons as possible not more than 4 spears have been taken into 
custody. As to where those came from there are various reports and 
some say they came from various houses, but I am prepared to believe 
that some of them were armed with spears. But there was no attempt 
on the part of the Muhanimaduns to make an assault on the police. The 
point however is this: was the police justified in opening fire upon the 
moby They could have only done so as a last resort if Mr. Blandy wan 
justified in thinking that the mob was out to attack the police. It is 
no use saying now that if they had allowed the procession to pass the 
mob would have attacked them. We do not know what the mob would 
have done. We know that an excited mob nlways say that they are pre- 
pared to lay down their lives but that does not mean anything. I 
think, the right attitude for Mr. Blandy would have been to post 
Gurkhas on both sides of the road and to allow the procession to \mm 
through it and if the Muhammadans then attacked the Ilindus and 
then only he tould have taken suitable measures he liked. 

4 F.M. 

I think it is puerile if nothing else to put forward the plea that 
although the order w’as passed that only one round should be fired it was. 
said in such a weak voice that nobody heard it except those who were 
standing near. 1 think there is no justification at all for the loss of 
live* that resulted. On this ground if on no other I think Government 
ou(ght to accept the committee of enquiry, I must here pay a tribute 
to Mr. Taylor, the Superintendent of Police, who I am told, when firing 
was going on and men were fleeing rushed right up to the riflemen and 
stopped further firing at the risk of his own life. The firing thereafter 
was stopped. What happened to the wounded ? They were dragged 
through the undergrowth of bushes by Gurkhas and their relatives were 



136 


MOTION FOB ADJOURNMENT. 


[14th Mi|. 


not allowed to come near them. They were taken to Jhalakati where 
first aid was given ; they were attended to in a most perfunctory manner. 
They were carried from there to Barisal by boat and I fpoftold that they 
arrived at Barisal the next day at noon. Just imagine the suffering 
they had to go through I The Magistrate reported that otily one boat 
was available and I am told that the rest had been used for going to a 
place called Cossipur in order to suppress another apprehended rising 
there. I think the lives of these men justified immediate medical 
treatment. It takes only half an hour to go from Jhalakati to Barisal, 
but they arrived there at noon the next day ! Then I am told that they 
were not admitted to the jail hospital Wause no arrangements were 
made for their warrant. I am also told that two of the wounded were 
found outside the jail gates and were admitted into the hospital at 
4-30 p.m. after having to wait for 4 or h hours outside, because no 
arrangements bad Wen made for their warrant without which they could 
not be admitted into the jail hospital. I think for this reason, if for no 
other, an enquiry should be made into this occurrence which cost the 
lives of so many people. Now, Sir, you will realise that the feeling 
between the two communities is very strained and incidents tike this 
might occm again; we hope that incidents like this will not recur hut 
if the present feeling continues, if the insistence continues on both 
sides, then such incidents might occur again, and I think it is neces- 
sary, if only for the guidance of the District Magistrates who are placed 
in such difficult positions on account of our internecine quarrel, that 
a committee of enquiry should he appointed so that they may know 
how to helmve in future. ITow such incidents brutalise individuals will 
appear from the conduct of the crowd towards the dead and dying 
lying in front of the mosque. 1 am told that Mr. Bland v insisted 
that the Hindu procession should pass the mosque with music playing. 
I am told that some of the Hindu processionists who saw the dead and 
the dying did not want to play music and the instruments were falling 
from their paralysed hands but still the District Magistrate insisted that 
music should be played! I am also told that some of the Hindus who 
were passing by the mosque jeered at the dead and dying and there were 
others who said that the wounded Muhammadans had probably eaten 
shirni and w f ere sleeping. Can we allow this brutalising process to 
continue and also that the people should lose their moral fineness to the 
extent 

Df. J. M. DAS CUPTA: May I know if Mr. Suhrawardy is within 
his rights to sow seeds of communal trouble even in this Council 
chamber? 

Mr. PRESIDENT* To what statement of Mr. Suhrawardy are you 
taking exception? 

Dr. 4. M. DAt CUPTA: It is simple. He says that he has been told 
but he has not verified it himself in any way, that the Hindus were 
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jeering at th^dead and dying at Ponahalia. We ha ve aleo information 
but we haw ndt heard anything like this. The defender of Mina 
Peshwari ought not to have brought this insinuation against the Hindus 
on the door or this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! That is a different matter 
alto|rethcr. You may continue, Mr. Suhrawardy. 

% 

Mr. H. ft* SUHRAWARDY: Dr. Das Gupta will be perfectly justi- 
fied in contradicting nic if he ha* contrary information, but I am placing 
liefore the House the information that I have. I a*k Government to 
consider whether in these circumstances — I throw out this suggestion— 
a committee of enquiry, a committee of reconciliation composed of 
Hindus and Muhammadans should not he formed to enquire into com- 
munal troubles. Starting from Calcutta they should tour round the 
whole province from district to district and settle the difference. Wo 
do not want these occurrences to take place again. The sooner this 
committee of reconciliation is formed the letter and — I throw out this 
suggestion to Government — I hope that Government will ucccpt it. 

1 feel |K*riectl\ certain that none of the Hindu or Muhammadun 
members here will raise any objection whatevei if this is done. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: 1 regret to say that 1 cun not 
support nor cun I oppose the obvious object of this motion to-day. My 
reasons are two-fold, firstly, because the fuct Iwfore me are not quite 
sufficient to form my opinion thereon. I must know further facts 
before I condemn the action of the persons who were responsible for 
the shooting affuir. The Government communique has not disclosed 
all the facts. I shall therefore abstain from giving my opinion until 
further enquiry is made. 

I*t me not be understood to support the Magistrate concerned or 
the police who ac ted under his orders. But w'hat I mean to say is 
that lie fore I am satisfied that they could avoid doing what they did 
under the circumstances of the case, I cannot, us an impartial judge, 
condemn their action offhand. I must therefore know beforehand 
whether the Muhammadans who assembled at the place of occurrence 
with lazoi and leatrfu did so for the mere fun of the thing or for falling 
upon the Hindu pilgrims at the time of their passing before the mosque. 
I must know also whether there was every likelihood of the armed 
hooligans of assaulting the innocent pilgrims amongst whom there were 
hundreds of women and children, had not the Magistrate or the police 
taken the precautionary measures that they did. I cannot conceive 
of a more abominable crime than to assault a pilgrim for the mere pass, 
ing over a public road to worship his God. I must therefore ho 
satisfied first if the victims of Ponabalia were members of a party wba 
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were bent upon committing such crime before I pass my opinion. If 
I be ho satisfied and if it in also found that in the course of protecting 
the unarmed, innocent pilgrims from the violence of an armed mob the 
police themselves were attacked by those rowdies, I think I shall be 
wrong to condemn the shooting in question. It is not a question : 
who were killed — whether Muhammadans or Hindus. It is not a ques- 
tion whether the Indians were shot down by the Europeans. It is a 
question whether the action of the Magistrate and the police were bona 
fitb and what they did was necessary in the exigency of the case. I 
should ask the members of this House to remember that they are sitting 
here to protect everyWdy who deserves their protection. We must no 
doubt protect the interests of the people, but at the same time we must 
not forget that the officials too have a right to our protection if they 
Reserve the same. It is for such even-handed dispensation of justice 
that I have decided to wait a little longer to know the fuller facts and 
then pronounce my judgment. This, my view, has been strengthened 
by the fact that the icport published by some Muhammadan gentlemen 
-of Harisal is both meagre and un absolute contradiction of the Govern- 
ineij^ cow mu /injur. With two such contradictory versions of the in- 
cident before me and from the reports that I have heard myself from 
others, 1 feel I cannot conscientiously support the motion to-day. 

I have got my second reason also. I think the mere, carrying of 
this motion will he shelving the real issue involved in this case. Con- 
demnation of the action of the Government or their servants has not 
benefited the people in the past nor is it likely to benefit them to-day. 
Wc have much condemned the bureaucracy fin* a thousand times more 
atrociouH acts of violence but they are sitting tight in their adamantine 
seats ignoring our outbursts. We condemned them for the atrocities 
of .Tallinn walabugh, we condemned them for the Mopla tragedy — not 
only we — the whole world condemned those barbarous acts of theirs, 
but ulus! they did not caie a straw for that. We are condemning 
them every moment for snutebing away many noble sons of this pro- 
vince and slowly poisoning them in the dark cells or caves of the 
hellish jail. Hut they are sitting there unnerved and unmoved. So 
I say, mere <H>ndemnation will have not effect nor will cure the evil we 
are talking of. To-day we shall condemn them for shooting the 
Muhammadans, to-morrow we shall have to condemn them for shooting 
the Hindus and such condemnation shall go on for ever, until the real 
issue is faced. I should therefore urge the Hindu and Muhammadan 
member* of this House to find out the root cause of the evil and 
shoulder the responsibility of removing it. It will not do to shift the 
responsibility on the shoulders of our political enemies and exhaust 
our venom on them in this Council chamber. It will not do for the 
leaders to hide themselves in the Ministerial chairs or the leaders’ seats 
and avoid the real issue. It is no use concealing the fact that the fine 
of communal ismhas Wen enkindled and devastation begun. The 
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live*, properties and the most precious thing on earth — the honour of 
women— are being destroyed everyday throughout the country and the 
kindlers of that fire now want to hide their face under a false issue 
of condemning the Government. Not only that, hut some Muhammadan 
leaders went so far as to accuse the Hindus for not having condemned 
the action in question. An honourable member of this House did no 
in his latest speech at Harisal. Hut may 1 ask him if he protested 
against the stabbing and murdering of innocent Hindus in broad day- 
light in the heart of Calcutta in last April? Was he paiued to hear 
that some Hindu youths in their >t niggle to protect the men of their 
community were shot dead by machine guns? Did be raise his smallest 
finger when lie leanit that the Muhammadan hooligans assaulted the 
Hindu villagers in Palma, looted their houses and ravished the honour 
of their women? 

Babu NALIN IRAN JAN BARKER: Is this relevant, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Biswas, you must confine yourself to the 
motion. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, the incidents I am 
referring to are only instances of a series of acts that are the results of 
the working of a spirit which is more responsible for the Ponahalia 
tragedy than Mr. Hlandy. 1 am dealing with the question of res- 
ponsibility as to the action under discussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think this is mere repetition of what you have 
already said and you cannot do that. Have you anything to say upon 
the motion liefore the House? 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Was he shocked to hear of 
the Hindu students of Minerva Hostel in Dacca living brutally assaulted 
and murdered by the men of his community without the least cause 
or provocation ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please resume your seat ; I cannot allow you to 
go on in this way. 

The member thereupon resumed his seat. 

Babu SACHINDRA NARAYAN SANYAL: It is with the greatest 
reluctance that I rise to speak a few words on the adjournment motion 
but the subject of contention being very intricate, one is likely to be 
misunderstood in a matter like this. At the outset, therefore, I take 
this opportunity to disclose that I am not actuated by communal bias, 
when I take part in the discussion. 
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Sir, the facts in our possession are very meagre to pass any final 
judgment in a matter like this, but as a Hindu and, representing Hindu 
voters as I do, I cannot pronounce in favour of wholesale condemnation 
of the Government's action. The Hindus, I emphatically declare, have 
the right to observe customary ceremonies in connexion with their 
religious festivals and they would not surrender their rights for any- 
body. Therefore, Sir, the action of the Government in safe-guarding 
the right of the Hindus should not be laid aside without acknowledg- 
ment, although I sincerely wish that the friction at Ponabalia which 
resulted in loss of life could have been avoided. 

Sir, I would be failing in my duty if I forget to mention one point 
in this connection. The Government comm unique necks to explain away 
the admittedly excessive use of firearms by saying that the order of the 
Magistrate was not properly heard or understood by the men who shot 
the deadly rounds. This explanation, I submit, is not calculated to 
ease public opinion or establish the necessary regard for Indian lives 
in the mind of the police and the military. Such incidents give room 
for the impression that in this country human life and suffering are 
reckoned so cheap. I appreciate the difficulties of those responsible 
for the maintenance of peace in the face of fanatic mobs but at the 
same time, I usk the guardians of Law and Order to see that they do 
not forfeit public confidence by any reckless use of the bullets. 

4-15 f.ic. 

Sir, we would be acting contrary to all sense of justice if we condemn 
at this stage the action of the Kuropeun Magistrate of Barisal, who can- 
not l*e accused of any Hindu bias, because he opened fire upon a mob 
armed with lathi* % spears, and leja and l>ent on forcibly interfering 
with the rights of the Hindus. The harmful communal agitation, which 
is being encouraged by interested parties is responsible for all these 
miseries to the common people, and it is high time that the brains behind 
this agitation should be brought to book. 

Sir, I would, in conclusion, appeal to the House not to pass any 
hurried judgment and request the Government to make a sifting enquiry 
into this event, so that there might not he any recurrence of such 
deplorable occurrences, (Hear, hear.) 

Khart Bahadur Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: Sir, the question be now 
put. 

The Hon’ble the President then called upon Dr. J. M. Das Gupta to 
speak. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I rise to a point of order. 
Sir, I have asked the President to kindly put the question. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The matter is a very important one, and ;I 
hink the debate should go on. 

Sir ADIMJR.RAHIM: In that case, Sir, we cannot huve any divi* 
lion on the motion : only 15 minutes are left, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How ran I accede to your wishes, Sir Abd-ur- 
Elahirn, when I find memliers on all sides so keen and anxious to apeak, 
in the subje<1 Y 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. President, did you not make a 
uling that you would rail ujMin the Hon’ble Member in charge to apeak 
>efore the closure. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 did not give any such ruling. 


Dr. J. M. DAS CUPTA: Sir, I think I should not be true to myself 
f I were to record a silent vote on this von important question. The 
■canon why I rise to speak is to record my most emphatic condemnation 
>f the diulndicai — I advisedly say dialndical — policy that Government 
ias followed for the la«4 11 months, a policy, which 1 maintain, and 
vhirh I hope to prove presently, is mainly responsible for this most 
>itter communal disunion (hear, hear) that has come to exist in this 
ountrv and which threatens to put the hands of the dial of our poll* 
ical clock lwck. After all. Sir, the Ponahalia incident, like many 
ither similar happenings, is the natural outcome of this policy which 
las brought about the present state of affairs. I would first start from 
farinal. Sir, at lfarisal I found that the largest number of the populu- 
ion there were permitted 


Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY. On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
ron’ble meiulier entitled to speak about incidents at lfarisal and else- 
rhere, which have nothing to do with the incidents at Ponabalia, 
It hough they have undoubtedly something to do with the estrangement 
f feelings that now exist between the two communities. 


M t{\ PRESIDENT: The member 


i* merely giving some fort*. 


Or. 4. M. DAS CUPTA: I maintain, Sir, that the Ponabalia inci- 
dent wan not an isolated incident, and things happening elsewhere 
ontributed to this incident. Sir, I found at Barisal, Patuakhali and 
iber places armed bands were permitted to parade the street# on the 
Mi 7d dav : the Civil Courts bad to be closed, and on the celebrated 
ccasion of the Jail riots, armed bands 
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Mftulvi KADtR BAKSH: Is it relevant to the motion before the 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou ran rise on a point of order but you cannot 
put that in the form of a question straight to the member in possession 
•of the House. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA; Armed hands of large numl>ers of people 
of the two com muni ties were permitted to come face to face, and though 
the Subdivisional Officer and the Inspector of Police were present in 
the beginning, they conveniently departed from the spot so that the 
two bands of Hindus and Muhammadans might fight each other and 
spread the communal tension. That is the state of things we found 
there. No adequate preventive measures were taken: on the other 
hand the comparatively backward community, I mean to say backward 
from the point of view of education and literacy and political cons- 
ciousness, was so supported that they were emboldened and started 
taking extreme measures ugainst the other community. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you are going too far and we have very 
little time. 


Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: I shall finish in a few minutes. My conten- 
tion is this that in deciding on this question we should not take into 
consideration this particular incident alone, but we should concentrate 
cur attention on the policy of Government, which, I maintain, has been 
mainly responsible for this communal tension, and the committee of 
enquiry should tuke that broud point of view and should study the entire 
question of communal dissentient which arose about 11 months ago. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! As the tiiue-limit will be reached 
4i t 1-dO p.m., 1 cannot give you more time and must give the Hon’ble 
Mr. MoWrly an opportunity to speak. 

Thi Hon’bli Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 welcome this motion for 
one reason but for one reason only. That reason is that it gives me 
the opportunity of expressing publicly on behalf of the Government 
of Bengal our deep regret at the deplorable loss of life which took 
place at Kulkathi and our sincere sympathy with the relations of those 
who were killed or wounded. 

The men who threatened to overwhelm the police were ignorant 
and misguided and they suffered for the actions of those who should 
have known better but had been fanning the flame of religious fanati- 
cism in Rakarganj for some week* before this tragedy occurred. 
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Bakarganj has unfortunately been for some time past the chief centre 
of communal unrest in Bengal. About the time of the Calcutta riots 
tension became acute in Barisal, but the pood sense of the local leaders 
then averted an outbreak. Later, however, trouble broke out at 
Patuakhali where it still continues owing to the refusal of one com- 
munity either to abide by the previous custom or to resort to the civil 
courts for a decision, and although serious rioting has been averted, 
the influence of affairs at Patuakhali has not been without its effect 
in steadily increasing the tension in other parts of the district. A 
deci&ion of the District Magistrate, with regard to the local custom 
at Pirozpur, was followed by the issue of a leaflet in which the Muham- 
madan leaders of the district, including those who have been named 
by the mover of this motion, proclaimed a hartal to be observed on 
the Oth Inarch, a date which coincided with the Saraswuti Puja, and 
they insisted on carrying through their programme although the District 
Magistrate wrote to Khan Bahadur Maulvi TTemayetmldin Ahmad 
jaunting out the danger of mass meetings on that day and pleading 
for a postjamement. Large crowds of armed men assembled at many 
places and serious trouble was with difficulty averted at Barisal. 
Bakarganj, Bnufnl, Madhabpasa, Rahamatjmr. Baichaudi, and Bhan- 
darin . 


Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: On a point of order, Sir. Are we 
discussing the whole situation in the Bakarganj district, oi the parti* 
eulnr haj>pening at Ponabalin'r' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the Hon'ble Member is not at all 
irrelevant, and, having regard to the shortness of time at our dis- 
posal, T think, he should be allowed to go on undisturbed. 


Bobu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: And to say whatever be likes. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! Your remarks are not jwitinent. 

Tht Hon’bto Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The feeling in Barisal led 
first to panic and then to a provocative Hindu procession which left 
feelings very strained and the trouble then spread to Bliola where a 
compromise had previously been effected. In short, the tension through- 
out the district was about as serious as it could well be. 

There are three places at which mein * are held on the occasion' of 
the Shibaiatri. Two of them, Ponabalia and Shikarpur, are shrines 
of some eminence, and the normal attendance is some twenty thousand 
and fifteen thousand respectively. The me! a at Kashipur is smaller. 
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In the condition of tension which. existed the persons in charge of 
these mtlas expressed their apprehension of disturbances and the District 
Magistrate personally visited Ponabalia and Shikarpur. In both places 
there are small mosques at some distance from the mtla ground; the 
mosque near Ponabalia, which is situated on the boundary of the 
villages of Kulkathi and Jagannathpur (it is actually in the latter 
village) is close to the road along which pilgrims from the direction 
of Nalchiti pass; the mosque near Shikarpur, with which we a^e not 
now directly concerned, is further from the road. The District Majug” 
trute arranged for the deputation of 30 police to Ponabalia, of which 
a picket of one havildar and ten men were to be stationed near the 
mosque, and sent the Suhdi visional Officer there in advance. Neither 
he, nor the Subdivisional Officer, were able to ascertain that there ias 
any custom that processions should stop music whilst pasting the 
mosque, and subsequent enquiries have confirmed this. ^ * 

A great deal has been made of the fact that the Eastern frontier 
Rifles were deputed to Ponabalia, and it has been suggested that the 
District Magistrate might have had recourse to armed polices The 
number of armed police in the Pukarganj district is 100 and th^y had 
been reinforced by 40 men from Faridjmr and Tippera, and owing to 
the disturbances at the time of the S warns wati Pujn 75 mill of the 
J&gftern Frontier Pities had been brought from Dacca. Owing, to the 
(disturbances all over the district it became necessary to dissipate this 
force. It was necessary to keep a certain number of men in Bnrisal 
partly because disturbances had recently occurred therd and partly 
to meet emergencies which might occur at any moment anywheie in 
the district. Thirty men were absent in Rhola and a large party had 
to be employed on escorting Satyagrnhu prisoners from Patu&khali to 
Ilarisal. Sixtv-two men were required for the mtlas at Ponabalia, 
Shikarpur and Kashipur. Consequently, the District Magistrate had 
no alternative except to employ the Eastern Frontier Rifles. Many 
gentlemen have suggested that the employment of the Frontier Rifles 
is unprecedented. 1 would remind them that they were employed in 
Calcutta during the riots in 192C> for picketing the streets, and they 
are ulways being called out — they went to Pabna, Khargpur, they 
were employed during the Janmastumi festival in Dncen and they are 
deputed ns a matter of routine to the mill areas during certain festivals. 
They are armed with rifles und kukris, they have no lathis . They fire 
bullets and not buckshot. I may add here that when an order to fire 
with ball is given it is perfectly useless to fire at the legs of a mob 
at close range : the whole object of firing is that when the police 
fire the firing should have immediate effect. 

Well, of the 30 men of the Eastern Frontier Rifles who were present 
at Ponabalia, it was intended originally that 20 should be used to 
prevent disturbances at the mila and 10 at the mosque. When the 
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Subdivisions! Officer found that serious trouble was threatening at the 
mosque, he strengthened the picket to 2 havildars and 14 men, and at 
a later stage brought up four more men. The total force at the time 
when the firing took place was, therefore, 2 havildars and 18 men. 

I am considerably hampered in giving a detuiled account of the 
circumstances which led up to the firing, as the doings of one of the 
principal actors* a Maulvi who was arrested on a charge of incitement, 
are tub judice. I can only say that when the Subdi visional Officer 
went, to the mosque at 7-15 a.m. he found a gathering of about 70 or 
who refused absolutely to allow any procession to pass the 
mosque with music. 


At about 8-45 a small Hindu procession arrived and was halted at 
a distance from the mosque whilst the Subdivisional Officer again 
attempt^! to induce the Muhammadans to let it pass. The crowd had 
been steadily increasing and by 9-15 when the District Magistrate and 
the Sij^iafotendent of Police arrived it had increased to 800, many 
of whom were armed with spears, lathi* and bamboo poles. Some at 
any rate of these persons came from a distance of 8 or 4 miles, from 
the immediate neighbourhood of the town of Xalehiti. 


Tie mosque stands iu an open space immediately to the south of the 
road — a jii&Tow road intended only for foot passengers, about 8j feet 
to 5| fdS{ wide. On each side of the load is a ditch about 41 feet wgji&, 
The compound of the mosque is generally slightly below the level qf 
the road, t a strip of it on the edge of the ditch has been raised to 
the level of ||ie road by earth taken from the ditch. Rehind the mosque 
is a thicket* of *upari frees and on the north of the road a betel-nut 
plantation comes up to the road though the trees nre not so close 
together ns they are behind the mosque. 


When the District Magistrate arrived he asked the Muhummndans 
to abide by bis decision and let the procession pass with music. Tlltoy 
refused and assumed a very aggressive attitude. The Eastern Frontier 
Rifles were then called up and lined up on the road in front of the 
mosque. 


Mr. PRESIOENT: Order, order! The time-limit has been reached 
and the motion is automatically terminated. 

■•Ir ABD-UR-RAHIM : May I ask, Sir, whether it suits the Govern- 
ment that the motion should not be put to the vote. 


Mr. PRESIOENT: Order, order. That question does not arise. 
[At 4*32 the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 4-42 p.m.] 
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GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

Demands for grants. 

(•—Land Ravenna. 

' MEMBER in charge ef DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAI 
REVENUE) (the Hon’bie Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra fl 
Bahadur, of Nadia) : On the recommendation of His Excellency i 
Governor I beg that a sum of Rs. 39,31,000 be granted for expen&ift 
under the head ** 6. — Land Revenue ” (page 23, Civil Estimate). 

All the members have received a memorandum circulated by 1 
Finance Department explaining the increased demand of Rs. 50,( 
on account of the occupiers’ share of the municipal taxe^Vhich i 
realised and debited on the payment of taxes under the head “ 6 
i^and Revenue That is why the demand has been increased frt 
Rs. 38,81 ,000 to Rs. 39,31,000. 

There is an increase of about Rs. 1,40,000 over the current yea 
budget. This is due to increase in — * 



Rs. 

Charges of administration 

5,000 

Maintenance of Government estates 

18,000 

Survey and Settlement 

... 44,000 

l^and Records 

... 12,000 

Assignments and Compensation 

... 25,000 

Municipal taxes 

... 50,000 


whereas there is also a saving amounting to Rs. 14,00tHiii differ* 
items. ’Therefore the total excess is Rs. 1,40,000. This jncrea 
is due mainly to two new offices having been opened for Dinajpur-Ruttf 
and Natore-Nachoul Railways for land acquisition but this cost wi 
l»e recovered afterwards. 'The special office at Burdwan for Damoffi 
Canal project has also to l>* continued. In “ Management of Goveri 
meat estates,” there is an increase on account of “the outlay on agt 
cultural and sanitary improvements, which includes tanks and well 
In the Survey and Settlement there is some increase but I can assui 
the* Council that the two-party programme which was discussed in tl 
Council in 1921 has been adhered to. The district of Burdwan will l 
taken up next year and work in the district of 24-Parganaa will be i 
full swing. So there has been some increased provision. I shall me< 
the other points raised in the discussion at a later stage. I hav 
* nothing further to say at this stage. 
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The following motion* were called but not moved : — 

Khan UM Maulvi ABDUS iATTAR: 44 That the demand for 
Be. 57,300 under the head * 5A. — Land Acquieition Establishment— ■ 
Pay of Land Acquisition Officers’ be reduced by Re. 22.500 (pag%j£4 K 
Civil Estimate).” 

Khan Sahib Maulvi ABDUS SATTAR : 44 That the demaud of 
Rs. 30,000 under the head * 5 A, — Certificate Establishment ’ be 
^educed by Hr. 14,500 (page 24, Civil Estimate).” 

Mauhri ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: 44 That the demand of Rs. 81,000- 
under the head * 5A. — Charge* of Administration — Pay of Officers ’ 
be reduced by Rs. 77,000 (page 23, Civil Estimate).” 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: 44 That the demand of 
Rr. 54,108 under the head 4 5A. — I^tnd Revenue — Allowances, etc.’ be 
reduced by Rs. 10, 000 (page 23, Civil Estimate).” 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: 44 That the demand of 

Rs. 1,05,516 under the head 4 5A. — I*und Revenue — Contingencies * be 
reduced by Rs. 10,516 (page 23, Civil Estimate).” 

Maulvi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD formally moved that the demand 
of Rs. 2,54,000 under the head ”5A. — Charges of Administration” be 
reduced by Rs. 1,29,000 (page 23, Civil Estimate). 

The Hen 9 bit Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Sahtthir, 
•f Nadia ! 1 formally oppose it. 

Thel^ation of Maulvi Asimuddm Ahntnad was then put and lost. 

of. pSamathanath banerjea : After the explanation 
which has been given by the Hon’kle Maharaja Bahadur I do not think 
it is necessary for me to move the motion standing in my name. 

* The follow it^f motion was therefore, not moved : — 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH SANERJEA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 2*643)00 under the head 1 5A. — Charges, of Administration ’ bo 
reduced by Rs. 54,000 (page 23, Civil Estimate).” 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM t I beg to move that the demand ol 
Rs. 2,54,000 under the head 44 6A.— Charges of Administration 'Vfce 
reduced by Re / 1 (page 23, Civil Estimate). 
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Sir, I move this motion as a token cut simply to express disapprovi 
of this House on the administration of the Land Revenue Branch c 
the Government for not introducing the Bengal Tenancy Act in thi 
session. It has been pending before the Government for a prett 
Jong time. I believe, it has become a piece of ancient history an 
that if few more months are allowed to pass Government will com 
forward with a plea that the enquiries made and the report s4bmitte 
by the committee are too old to be considered to be of any vahu 
Therefore there has been a strong feeling in certain quarters not onl 
in this House but in the whole province that the delay in introducin 
the Bengal Tenancy Act was deliberate. I apprehend that in th 
present Council there is very' little chance of that measure bein 
introduced. Therefore, Sir, I move that as an expression of ou 
disapproval of the conduct of the administration of the Revenu 
Department the grant under the head “ 5A. — Charges of Admiftistre 
tion " be reduced by Re. 1. 

The Horfble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadui 
of Nadia : Sir, Maulvi Abul Kasem has told us that there has been 
deliberate delay on our part in introducing the Bengal Tenancy Bil 
In reply to a question asked the other day I have said distinctly that 
committee is sitting at the moment und until and unless they hay 
finished their labours in that committee the Bill cannot be brough 
before the House. 1 can assure him that it is not going to he a que> 
J ion of uucient history. A Bill was prepared as is known to everj 
body in this House and I have every hope that it will be brough 
before the House during the lifetime of the present Council. 

The motion that the demand of Us. 2,54,000 under the heid “ 5A^- 
Charges of Administration M be reduced by Re. 1 was then put and 
division taken with the following result : — 


Altai, Maulvi tyad Muhammad. 
A Hamad, Maulvi Atimuddin. 

A ha mad , Maulvi Katiruddin. 
Ahmad, Khan tanadar 
Kmaduddin. 

All, Maulvi tyad Nauahar. 
AtttuUa*, Maulvi tyad Md. 
lunhl, Bahu Kama* Chandra. 
MafiMi, Maulvi Kadar. 

O a na rj i i, Or. Oramathanath. 
•aj*4t}aa, Oahu Jitandralal. 


r. 0. 0. 

Oahu tura n dra Math. 
mIwmn, Maulvi Ahdui Lam. 
IfM Oahu Bajay Krishna. 
Mass, Mr. p. 0. 


AYES. 


Maulvi 


Ohahravarti, Oahu Jaoiii dra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Oahu Jatindra Math. 
Chattarjaa, Orijul Bijay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri* |tai Harandranath. 


Oat Oupta, Or. 4 . M. 

Dana, Oahu Akhil Chandra. 

Ohasa, Oahu Amarandra Nath. 

Oafran, Maulvi AhduL | 

Otfpta, Mr. Janssh ChandVOPv *+> 

Hayua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Atitnl. 
Mimataincha, Oahu Orahhu Dayal. 

Manta*, Kail Kmdadui. 

Maaaln, Nawah Mh ahar mf , hhai 
Bahadur. 

Nun, Khan Bahadur Maulvi ihramm. 
MutaJn, Maulvi tyad Manhul. 
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MMta, luM caendhwry Mm, 
NutorjM, frfjut Tlrai Mat*. 
Ma jhar. A D ato Hm CMM ib. 
MahmaW, Mawlvi Mmwin 
My, 9m Kwmwd ImUt. 


Haft Dr. MIm OlM i rt . 
nay. Mr. D. M' 

Hay, Mr. Kku MMir . 

HAnIvi MhMMlIMMt* 
tartar, tat* NaHe4raajan. 

•attar, Khan Bahib Mawlvi Atom. 

•attar, Mr. Atonal Naaak Hajaa Atonal, 
•w, lam Naamira Nat*. 

•an Buyfe, Mr. «l. M. 

•ala i man, Mawlvi Muh amm a d . 


NOES. 


AMi W i WiHiMW, Mr. 6. 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. 

Chahravartt, tto HaWMa Mr. Bynmhaa. 
Chawdhwri, tto Mnn*b*n Mawab Bahadur 
•aiyW Mawab Alt, Khan tahtour, af 
Otonbari. 


Caban, Mr. 0. 4. 

Caapar , Mr. C. 0. 

Crawl ard, Mr. T. C. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. B. C 

DanaM, KVa Manbla Mr. 4. 


Oruaaaitf, Mr. 4. C. 

Outt, Mr. 6. t. 

Cddia, Mr. A. MaO. 

Faraqui, Khan Bahtowr K. 0. M. 

Karraatar, Mr. 4. Campanil. 

fthwanavi. tto Manila Hadji Mr. A. K. 

A bit Ahmad Khan. 

Bllahritt, Mr. M. N. 

M data in, Mawlvi Lata fat. 
daman, Mr. F. f. 

Janaaway, Mr. 4. M. 

Laird, Mr. N. B. 

LaM t tta r, Liautanant-Cafanal 4. C. H. 



C. 

M. 


Macwira, Mr. L. T. 


Marr, Mr. A. 

Maiumdar, Mai Bahadur dadwnath. 
MaCIwahia, Mr. B. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Miliar, Sir Fravatb Chwndar. 

M abaci y, tha Han bla Mr. A. N. 

Nanay, Maharaj Kumar Brit Chandra. 
Oatan, Mr. C. F. 

Ordtth, Mr. 4 . I. 

Fhilip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Frantiaa, Mr. W. 0. M. 

Mahman, Mr. A. F. M. AMur*. 

Baikal, Mr. Fraaanna Dab. 

Nay, Babw M atand ra Mara von. 

Nay, l ha HnnWa Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahauniah Chandra, af Nadia. 

Nay Chawlhuri, Mr. K. 0. 

Nay, Mr. I. N. 

iaahaa, Mr. F. A. 

ianyal, tabu taahindra Marayan. 

•arkar, Nai Bahia Nabati Mahan. 

•into, Naja Bahadur Bhwpandra Marayan, 
af Naahipur. 

•luart'Williama, Mr. t. C. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. M. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Waadhaad, Mr. 4. A. 

Ward* wart k, Mr. W. C. 


Tha lw»ing 64 and the Noe# 


51, the motion wan carried. 


KiSafftMH Maulvi ABDUS $ ATTAR s A» I hove got the 
information I wanted, I do not wi>di to move the motion standing in 
my name. 

The follmving motion wan therefore not moved : — 


KtonMOb Mftttlvi ABDUS • ATTAR s “ That the demand of 

R*. 8;tS|WD under the head 1 5B. — Collection of Revenue ' be rf&uced 
by Ra. 25,000.” « ' * * 


RbI HARENORANATM -CHAUDHURI: “ I more that 
of Re. 1,69,000 under the head * 5B.— Colonisation of Stmdnvbant be * 
reduced by ReM.” 
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We all know that the colonisation schema in jtie SundarhAiy^M^# 
on the top of the Government policy not to settle waste lands, STIa t 
as the 8underbans is concerned^ with large capitalists.# j£|fxfe js a 
resolution of the Board of Revenue stopping settlement „of cnttderban 
lots with large capitalists, such as used to be made befoe|^^£ is in 
pursuance of that jndiey to exclude middlemen and capitalistic t^ftt 
colonisation and raiyatwari settlement of Sunderban orea^Jbas Seen 
undertaken. It is in pursuance of a policy of what I may call ^ State 
socialism ” though only in another name and in another form. It is 
at any rate the pursuit of a policy which was formulated long ago by 
one of the members in charge of the Madras Board of Revenue, a 
policy which was known as the Thackeray system, and which may be 
found adumbrated in Mr. Thackeray's letter to the Board of Direc- 
tors published in the Fifth Report. That policy, boiled down, comes to 
this, namely, that in this country there is no necessity of statesmen 
4Nr judges, generals or captains of industry, no men in 
high position, no fat rajas are required here, only we should 
have small holders of land and tillers of the soil who would 
not l>e able to combine against the foreign system oi -Govern- 
ment or supply influential leaders of the people. Some time 
ago, I enquired whether, in pursuance of such a policy this scheme has 
Wen launched. Nothing hut a negative answer I could expect and I 
did receive a negative answer from the Government. Whatever may 
be the policy underlying the scheme, I am not going to deal with 
that now, so far as this motion at least is concerned. Taking the 
scheme as it is worked out just at the present moment, 1 understand 
that settlements are made, at least that is the information 1 hav^ in 
my possession, with all sorts of undesirable persons. We all know* flir, 
that there is a large class of unemployed young men in this country*^ 
Will it not be better, if lands have got to be leased out in small hold- 
ings, to give these unemployed young men an opportunity to have 
settlement of these lands and to work on them. That is, Sir, my first 
question, and I hope the Hon’ble Member in charge will be pleased to 
answer that question and will also enlighten us as to the metho# an# 
manner in which these reclaimed areas are settled, and whether it 
is a fact or not that in the raiyatwari settlement of lands under the 
colonisation scheme the selection of tenants entirely depends on the 
caprice of the Colonisation Officer. If so, that method should be 
altered and these lands should be settled in such a way, ind after 
inviting applications properly, that the unemployed young %ien may 
get ‘an opportunity to take settlements and that a new avenue of 
employment may be opened for them. That is my first suggestion. 

* The second point that I wish to mak$ out in connection with tbis 
motioq is that at times the Government, we know, professes much sym- 
pathy Tor the raiyat* — of course the raiyats who possess lands under the 
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'osdEnary Und-hrfders. ; Bat what are the rights of the raiyat* with 
•eSaaf- tUpM lands*under the cdfenisation scheme are settled ? If you 
foofr at kaEtohat, the form of wl&h is given in the Bengal 
Vfasti lf0k Manual, you will find that the raiyats under the coloni- 
satio# scheme enjoy much lesser rights than those enjoyed by the 
raiyaK^jfSSer the xamindars. Even non-payment of rent for a few 
iepnfieads to forfeiture. Such harsh terms are in force, yet there is 
no egd 'of the Government solicitude for the raiyats holding lands 
under the general body of landlords. I suggest the terms of the 
kabuliat should be revised and that the rights of the raiyats under the 
colonisation scheme should be enlarged and improved. 


Khan Sahib Maulvi ABDUS SATTAR: 1 heart i ly associate myself 
with all that has been said by the learned mover of this motion. 1 would 
like only to add that with regard to my province of Chittagong, there are 
large tracts of land which require handling and the people living in 
the neigh Ixmrhood of these lands art* dying for want of food, as they 
cannot grow sufficient crops. Instead of following the policy of settling 
the waste lands with undesirable people coming from remote localities, 
I think the scheme outlined by tbe mover should me undertaken to give 
employment to desirable men. In this view of ftje matter I give my 
support to the motion — I may add that I do not approve of the Govern- 
ment policy. 


The HonTjIt Maharaja KSHAUNIfH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, of 
Nadia. In the first place, 1 must say that I have full *y m put by with the 
object which *ii\ friend Kui Haiemlninath Chaudhuri has in placing 
his motion before the House und in pressing tbe claims of unemployed 
young men. I should have been glad to know what sort of unemployed 
youag men he had at the back of his mind when he brought forwardF 
this motion. Obviously, be means unemployed middle class /young, 
men. If that is so, I can proceed to reply. Government have recog- 
nised this for many years as one of the most urgent problems in this 
province, and the very* principle laid down in the Bengal Waste Lands 
Manual is: “It is the general policy of Oovenrinent to settle waste 
lands ^rith actual cultivators, but in special cases, with the specific 
sanction of the Board, settlement may be made with capitalists where, 
owing to the inaccessibility or isolation of the block or the difficulty 
in seeing cultivators, there is no hope of effecting a raiyatari settle- 
ment for a considerable time.” # 

[5-15 p.m.] 

Then, as regards the unemployed young men of middle-class families 
the Bengal Government have laid down that in cases where a bhadra • 
lok has undergone, or is willing to undergo a course Of agricultural 
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train iug, or in cases where a hhadralok with a good working knowledge 
of agriculture is willing and able to lindertalje manual labour like an 
ordinary substantial cultivator, the Collector is authorised to ihtke 
a settlement with such hhadralok /on the usual cultivating terms of a 
holding of the ordinary size, and to help him with a loan and other 
reasonable facilities to reclaim and develop his holding. So, this rule 
goes a little further than what iny friend wants. 

Then, my friend has raised the question of inviting applications. I 
<lo not think that is the proper way of settling lands. Does my % iriend, 
who himself is a zamindar, invite applications when he settles his landsP 

Rai HARENDRANAT0 CHAUDHURI : Certainly. 

The HonWe Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, of 
Madia: I myself possess some land and I do not always invite applications 
except issuing a notice that lunds are available and those who are in 
Want of land come forward und ask for it. The District Officer in 
»ome districts has land at his disposal for settlement and anybody 
wanting lttini is quite welcome to approach him, and if land is available, 

I have no reason to believe that the Collector will withhold permission 
unless the applicant is un undesirable person to make the settlement 
of the land with. 

Various experiments have been tried in the pa>t on the exact lines 
indicated in Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri's speech. Two or three 
settlements were organised by Sir Daniel Hamilton in the Sunderbans, 
nnd with the help of the same gentleman a hhadralok colony was started 
iu Char Fasson, ami in Khulna 2,200 acres were leased with the Bengal 
Young Men’s Znmindnrv Co-operative Society in 1900, All these experi- 
^sneiits have been failures and 1 think my friend is aW*^$£of that. The ^ 
land has been sub-let to cultivators of the oultivati]%g,*d&s and practi- 
cally no portion of the area thus settled has beep ftnHivated by people 
of the hhadralok class with their own hands and probably that is the 
reason why my friend has refrained from mentioning that class of 
men. 

In 1917f*at the instance of the Government of India, the Collector 
of Bakarganj and the Commissioner of Dacca were asked to pftpare a 
scheme for the traiuiug of hhadralok * in farming and the establishment 
of a colony in some fertile char, not too inaccessible. Many of the 
officials and non-officials were consulted and it was generally held that 
it was useless to allow hhadralok $ to start cultivating land without aome 
preliminary training of a practical sort. Far from being able to work 
the land with their own labour they would not be able to direct hired 
labourers properly and would end in losing their capital. It was cal- 
culated that the initial expenditure on starting 25 hhadralok families 
on the land would not be less than Be. 16 , 000 . 
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I do not want to take up the time of the Council any further, but 
all that I have got to mf i. that if my friend happen* to know of any 
one who wants to have land he will kindly advue him to approach 
the Collector who I am sure will give his application very careful 
attention. 


The motion of Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri was then put and a 
taken with the following result: — 

r 

AYES. 


• ■■MB ! , BaBa Rmkm ehNn. 

BakaB, Maalvi KaBar. 

••RWjaa, Or. PruMtlMitl. 

§ aa a arjaa, BaBa 4itaaBralaJ. 

■••a* iia ini ukBar. 

Bata, Sr. e. e. 

BaBa SaranBra Math. 

Baa* «r. a e. 

OBakravarti, BaBa 4a«i»ara GBaaBra. 
OBakraBartty, Btkv JatiaBra Nath. 
CBattarJaa, trijut Bijay Kumar. 
C B a a B l nirt, aai Ha r a n Br an atk, 

Oaa auata, or. 4. m. 

Oatta* BaBa A ami CBaaBra. 

Oatt, Baku taral Kamar. 

•Bam* BaBa Amara*4ra Mat* 


OBa*B Maatik, BaBa UtyaaBra CBaaBra. 
••Ft*. Mr. 4a*aaB OBaiMra. 

Miamtaiatka, BaBa FraBBa Oayal. 

Haaaa, Kao imBaBal. 

KaMm, Maalvi ABal. 

Malti, BaBa Ma B aa B r a Rata. 

Makar jaa, Irijat TarakaatB. 

Baaf, Maalvi lya ABBar. 

Bay, Or. KaataB Aaahar. 

Ray, Dr. BMBa a CBaaBra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa Uakar. 

•arkar, BaBa Naliairaajaa. 

Uttar, KBaa UBiB Maalvi ABBaa. 

Ua, BaBa Ra — a i ra Malk. 

Ua Oapta, Mr. 4. M. 


NO IS. 


ABBama- W illiama, Mr. C. 

ABamaB, Maalvi Kaurwaaia. 

ABama, KBaa BakaVur Maalvi 
la m aaa a m. 

All, Mr. Altaf. 

■lama, Maalvi ABBal Latil. 

OBakravarti, tBv Nm Wi Mr. Byaatkaa. 
OBaatfBari, tU Haa'bla MaaaB BakaBvr 
Uiyia NaaraB Alt, KBaa BaBaaar, at 
OBaaBari. 

OaBaa, Mr. O. 

Umafari. Mr. t. C. 

Oa. Mr. K. C. * * 

Day, Mr. 0. B. 

Oaaaig, tkv Haa'bla Mr. 4. 

B Y aaaaaai , Mr. 4 « B. 

Oatt, Mr. B. 9. 

BUM, Mr. A. MaO. 

Faraaai, KBaa BaBaBar K. 0. M. 

OB am avi, «U Maa’bta MaBji Mr. A. K. 

ABa ABawB KBaa. 

SIMBriat, Mr. R. M. 

■••aha, Rai BaBaBar Badriaaa. 

Maeat, KBaa BaBaBar Maalvi Aiital. 
UBiH, Mr. Saaaata Kumar. 

Lai ma la r , Uaataaaat-Oalaaat i. c. N. 
UBBall, Mr. M. C. 


LiaBaay, Mr. 4. N. 

Maaaira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Maala, Maalvi OBaaBBary Catam. 
MatamBar, Rai BaBaBar JaBaRatB. 
MaOlaafcia, Mr. (. T. 

Mittw, Air FravaaB CBa aBar. 

MaBarty, tka Haa’bla Mr. A. N. 

Oataa, Mr. I. F. 

Oriiak, Mr. 4. I. 

Fbalpa, Mr. Travar 4. 

Fkilia, Mr. 4. Y. 

Fraatiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

RaAawa, Mr. Aw F. M. AbBur*. 
Raikat, Mr. Fraaamta DaB. 

Ray, BaBa HacaaBra Rarayjut. 

Ray* tka HaaMa Maltaraja Safe 
KtBaaaMB CkaaBra, at NaBla. 

Ray, Mr. •. N. 
l aakaa, Mr. F. A. 

UBaaaa, Maalvi MaBaawB.^ 

Urkar, Rai UBiB RaUti MaBaa. 
Staart-WilliaaM, Mr, ft. C. 
UBraa rarBy, Mr. H. 9. 

YBa a ipaaa. Mr. W. N. 

W aa B kaaB, Mr. 4. A. 


The Ayes being (2 and the Noes 48 the motion was lost. 


Adjoummmt. 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-10 P.U., on Tuesday, the J6th 
March. 1927, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of fro Bengal Legislative Counoil assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 15th March, 1927, at 240 p.m. 


Present: 

The llon’ble the President (Raja Manmatha Nath Hay C 
of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the two Hon'ble Ministers and 106 nominated and elected 
members. 


Starred Questions 

(to whfeh oral an swer s were given). 

Jehuna Scheme. 

•44. Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the present position with regard to the Jabuna Scheme; 
and 

(u) whether it is the intention of the Government ty proceed^SrRh 
the scheme at an early date? 

MEMBER In eharge ef DEPARTMENT ef IRRIGATION (the 
Mon’ble Newah Bahadur Saiyid Nawafa All Chaudhuri, Khan 
Miadur, ef Ohanberi): (t) A revised project is being compiled for the 
balance of the work to be done and is expected from the Superintending 
Engineer shortly. 

(ii) As soon as the project is received, action will be taken under 

Act YI of 1920. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA! Is there any possibility of 
the scheme being taken in hand during the current year? 

The Honltle Nawah Bahadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OHURI, Khan Bah|dur, ef Dhanhart: No. 
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LmUmt turn lag C~r:r^r«iM party. 

¥ " 

•46. Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture end Industries be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Demonstration party for 
leather tanning working at Rajshahi has been disbanded ? 

MINISTER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (tho Hon’blo Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad Khan QhuJt- 
navi): The party was disbanded on the expiry of the sanctioned period. 
It has, however, been decided to re-employ the party, and steps are 
being taken to reconstitute it. 


Unttarrad Questions 

(answers to whioh wars laid on the table). 

Tho Uppor Kumar River. 

100. Bobu 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Is the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that the Lower 
Kumar Hiver as well as the major portion of the Upper Kumar, which 
flows through the district of Faridpur, is being silted up? 

I. th«* Hun' Me Member aloo aware that the portion of the Upper ■ 
K<W*r between Deora and Sreenathdi is very badly affected and gets 
ahnost dried up during winter? 

(c) Is it a fact that arrangement is being made every year to dredge 
the Lower Kumar, but that no arrangement has yet been made to 
dredge the Upper Kumar? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment contemplate taking steps to dredge the Upper Kumar? 

The Hoft’Mt New* Bahadur BAIYIO NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanhari: («) Both rivers have deteriorated. 

(6) The river m shoal at the places named due to tidal action. 

(t) Yes. 

(J) There are no such proposals before Government. 
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106. Ktzi KMDAOUL HOQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is the intention of Government to compel the 
managing committees of all aided schools to open Provident 
Fund accounts for their employees? 

(tt) whether the opening of Provident Fund accounts in Govern- 
ment aided high English schools is a condition for increased 
grant in aid ; 

(iti) whether the inunaging committees of aided high English 
schools are entirely responsible for the custody of Provident 
Fund money; 

(iv) whether the Provident Fund money of an aided high English 
school can be fn vested under t lve sole responsibility of the 
managing committee of the school; 

(r) whether the inunaging committee is solely entitled to the 
benefit of interest accruing on account of the Provident 
Fund ; and 

( ri) whether the managing committee of an aided high English 
school can reject an application of a teacher, desiring to 
contribute to the Provident Fund of the school ? 

MINISTER in ohargt of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Hontilo Mr. Byomkot Chakravarti): (?) Yes. 

(Vi) Normally. 

(Hi) This is at present generally the case. 

(iv) As under (iii). 

(e) A Provident Fund with rules of this kind would not ordinarily 
be approved by the department. 

(ri) This depends on the rules of the Fund in each particular school, 
which may in certain cases exclude certaiu teachers, e.//., temporary 
teachers, or teachers over a certain age. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: Is it iu the contemplation of Government to bring 
up any kind of legislation with regard to this Provident Fund? 

Tt* HOfilMa Mr. BYOMKEi CHAKRAVARTI: No legislation it 
required. 
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Ilf. Maulvi ABUL KASIM: With reference to unsta md 
question No. 23 of the 22nd February, 1927, will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the building in which the Hooghly Madrasah is located 
was originally a Madrasah building and that other secular institutions 
came in there by sufferance? 

Tht Honlrit Mr. BYOMKEt CHAKRAVARTIl No, it is not a fact. 

Mttthri ABUL KASIM. Is it not a fact that the building in wbich 
the Madrasah and the Hooghly College are at present located was made 
out of funds given by Moshin Ali for the Madrasah? 

Tha Han’bta Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: 1 must ask my 
friend to give fresh notice. 


Fani Oo-aparativa Cantral lank. 

111. Maulvi MOHAMID tADIQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries Ik* pleased 
to state — 

(i) what if* the working capital of the I*'eni Co-operative Central 
Hank ; 

(n) what is the amount of arrears outstanding (both principal and 
interest); and 

(in ) what is the principal overdue? 

Tht Hon’Ma Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVIt 

it) Rs. 3,12,496. 

(it) Rs. 2,93,657. 

(itt) Rs. 1,28,210. 


Government contribution far aanstmatian af a bridge naar Chandpara 
an Eastern Bengal Railway. 

112. Maulvi EYED ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the Eastern Bengal Railway constructed a bridge near 
Chandpara Railway Station of the Central Section with a contribution 
from the Government f 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle 
Member be pleased to state what was the amount contributed by 
Government ? 

* (c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the specific pur- 

fwse for which the Government contribution was made? 

(d) What is the total value of the work done? 

Tho Hon’ble Ntwab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Kban Bahadur, of Dhanbari: (a) Yes. 

(b) Rs. 39,796. 

(c) The bridge wa» constructed to pass one of the subsidiary 
channels to be excavated in connection with the Jamuna project. Part 
H, under the railway. 

( d ) He. 43,992. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 
Demands for grants. 

Sr— Land Rovonua. 


The following motion was called but not moved: — 


Balm NALINIRANdAN BARKER: “ That the demand of 
Its. 12, 77, IKK) under the head ‘ Management Estates ' be reduced by 
iU.'lGO (page 27, Civil Estimate}.” 


Maatvi SYED MAQBUL HUSAIN: I have looked into the figures 
with the Secretary and after this 1 do not press the motion standing 
in my name. 

Tho following motion was therefore not moved : — 

MttM SYED MAQBUL HUSAIN and Kban Bahadur Manhri 
UKRAMUL HUQ: " That the demand of Rs. 12,77,000 under the head 
* 6B. — Management of Government Estates ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (page 
Civil Estimate). 1 ’ 
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The following motion was called but not moved : — * * 

•rijm TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: ^ That the demand of 
Rs. 1,41,067 under the head * 5C. — Land Revenue — Survey and Settle* 
ment— Allowances ’ be reduced by lls. 20,000 (page 28, Civil Bsti-* 
mate).” 

NtWlb MU8HARRUF HOtAIN: I beg to move that the demand of 
R». 21,58,000 under the head “ 5C. — Survey and Settlement ” be refused 
(page 28, Civil Estimate). 

You are aware that the Settlement Department deals with the die* 
putes that arise in connection with the rights of holders of land. So 
far as those rights are concerned the Bengal Tenancy Act, as it stands 
at present, is not beneficial to any class of landlords, and in order to 
bring into conformity with the demands of the people the Bengal 
Tenancy Act is going to be amended. I have heard that it is going to 
be amended in the course of a year or so. If so, the rights now being 
recorded will be of no use after the Act is amended. In view of this 
fact and specially an it will be of no advantage to tenants in general 
I think the settlement operations should 1*» discontinued. With this 
object in view I move my motion. 

Matllvi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD spoke in Bengali. The English 
translation of which in u* follows: — 

“Since survey and settlement operations were taken up in Bengal, 
twenty to twent\-two lakhs of rupees are spent annually on them. The 
greater part of this money is realised from the poor tenantry and the 
landlords pay u small part of it. 

I am not aware that either of the parties affected by these operations 
derive any benefit therefrom. They do nothing hut increase litigation 
and create dissensions between the two parties. I have personal 
experience of these operations l>eing conducted in Tippera and I know 
that the amins and katiungos were in the habit of taking bribes 
regularly. The amins had an income of two to three hundred rupees 
every month and the kanungos received presents and perquisites from 
both the tenants and the landlords. In return for these they recorded 
the land belonging to one man as being in the possession of another 
and thereby increased litigations and dissensions. 

Formerly, such survey and settlement operations were carried out 
amicably by arrangement between the two parties and the tenants 
enjoyed roads, khals, forests and fallow lands free of rent. As the 
result of tlje present operations, rent has been assessed on these and 
there is no more rent-free pastures for the tenants. As there are provi- 
sions for increase of rent both in the rent laws and the Tenancy Act, 
we consider these operations entirely superfluous. And we can moreover 
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judge hon^iftjuriou* they are when we know that though these operations 
in Tippera were finished twelve years ago, the litigation arising out of 
these is still going on, and that lands which are unfit for cultivation are 
assessed at the same rate as lands on which crops are grown. ” 

; Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to oppose the 
motion moved by Nawab Musharruf Hosain which has been supported by 
Maulvi Asirauddin Ahamad. I come from a district in which the survey 
and settlement operations have just been completed and I can say 
with the experience of one who has seen the settlement operations in 
their various aspects that amongst all the departments of Government if 
there be any department which looks to the interests of the tenants it is 
the Survey and Settlement Department. I am saying these words with 
full knowledge and consciousness that the dificers of the Settlement 
Department try their level best to look after the interests and rights of 
the tenants — in some cases more to the advantage of tenants than to that 
oHhe landlords. (Question !) I come from the district of Nadia where 
the tenants are in a hopelessly backward condition and tenantry rights 
are almost unknown. 

24b p.m. 

My friend has said that it will mean the disturbance of the agrarian 
relationship in this country. But looking from the broader standpoint 
of the country, 1 ask, how long do you wish to defer that day when the 
tenants will know their own rights}' I think that these survey and 
settlement operations are the only means by which the tenants have 
been enabled to know their exact position in the country. I should say 
thut my friend’s intention is that the tenants may not be able to know 
their rights — they may not be able to know where they stand — and 
that the yo most os, who are generally appointed on Rs. 4 to 10 a month, 
should do the work of domination over the landlord and the tenants 
with absolutely no relief to the tenants. The survey and settlement 
operations have at least done this much good to this country, m., that 
the tenant knows exactly Iuh position, and means are open to him by 
w hich he can vindicate his fuither rights, if he has any grievance. Sir, ] 
am neither a landlord nor a tenant, but I have seen survey and settlement 
operations, and I do not deny that there are black sheep in every fold, 
but I do submit also that the checks and counter-checks which are taken 
in the survey and settlement operations are such that the abuses are 
minimised as far as possible. Certainly no institution is free from them, 
and l do not think that the question of the menials and the subordinate 
services of the Survey and Settlement Department comes in very specially 
at all — that they have done this or that by nefarious means. Sir. I 
have seen the last Bengal Tenancy Report and the notes by the gentle- 
men in charge of the survey and settlement works, and I can^pay that I 
have invariably noticed that these gentlemen, who have been in the 
Survey and Settlement Department, have always tried to vindicate tka 
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rights of the tenants ns far as possible and as far as lies ia4ter power: 
My friend. Kawab Musharruf Hosain, has said that it will' not be in 
the interests of the country to have this survey and settlement just now 
in view of the fact that the Bengal Tenancy Act will soon be brought 
before thin legislature. May I tell the Xuwah Sahib that he laboutu* 
under a misapprehension Y The new Bengal Tenancy Act will be an 
Act on tbe lines of tbe old Act : it will be either an amendment of the 
old Act or an Act with substitution of new rights in place of certain 
old rights which exist at present. 1 do not think that the old rights 
will be done away with : the amendments will be made with a certain 
expos^ion of old rights or amplification of old rights where necessary. 
And if that he the case, I do not see any reason why the survey and 
settlement operations should la* deferred any more. On the other hnmlt 
it is necessuiv, 1 think, that the tenants should know their rights before 
this new Bengal Tenancy Act is brought up, so that under the newer 
adjustments of the circumstances and the newer law they may 1m» ahfrto 
know their full rights and where they stand. Sir, I nm surprised that 
the argument that the landlords have fought with tenants immediately 
after the survey and settlement operations should have been put forward 
at all. Ijooking to the broader polnieal interests of the country, this 
conflict of interests between landlords and tenants is, I think, inevitable 
at this stage of the political advancement of the country. And I think 
that the sooner this conflict is set at rest the better for all concerned, 
and from that jsiiut of view I would not defer the nitrations. But as 
I have been saying, the tenants should know their rights, which they 
at present do not know, and l think that it will be a great disservice 
to them if the survey and settlement nitrations are not taken tip 
immediately. 1 will only give one historical example, and that from 
my own district, where there is the uthatuli system of land tenuitt. 
In the years 1901*03 there were several enquiries undertaken at the 
instance of Government, and it was found tlmt it was a true fact that 
the tenants were very much oppressed by the landlords. The onh 
conclusion to which they came at that time was that the survey and 
settlement operations would ameliorate the condition of the tenants 
as well as secure them their rights. I think this is perfectly true 
to-day. All that we should do is to make the tenants know what ibeir 
rights are and how they stand. 1 think that barring this there is 
no other alternative, from the point of view of the tenants. 

With these words, Sir, I respectfully submit that the survey and 
settlement operations should be taken up at as early a date as possible, 

Mftl NACENDRA NATH UN: Sir, while admitting that tbe 
subordinates of tbe survey and settlement department have recourse 
to malpra<Jffces, and while recognising that there are differences between 
landlords and tenants, I wish to dissociate myself entirely from tbe 
principle enunciated by Maulvi Asimuddin Abamad. Far from that, I 
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say that pertain sectidns of Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act w< 
intended to* strengthen tenant’s rights. It was intended to be a Mag 
Charta both for the landlords and the tenants. I come from the distri 
of Khulua in which there are a number of Government khas mahals 
the Sunderhans. The superior officers of the Settlement Departme 
treat the malih and proprietors of estates in a step-motherly manm 
In the case of the Government kbas mahals the rents of the raiyfi 
are enhanced in excess of the statutory limit , and in the case of privi 
estates the land revenue is enhanced, sometimes, as my frifend E 
Harendranath Chaudhuri may tell the hon’ble member, from as mu 
as Rs. 1,400 to Rs. 35,000. In the case of the occupancy raiyats al 
the rent has been enhanced from seven annas to seventeen ann^S. “A 
ftliere is the further fact on which I want to lay emphasis, that" in t 
settlement papers the King-Emperor is shown as the proprietor of t 
soil. That is a proposition with which hon’ble members of this Coum 
will not agree. It is a well-known fact that in every district Gover 
merit makes a net income of three to four lakhs from every settleme 
operation. In the Jessore settlement operations we were told th 
there was a surplus of three lakhs. In the Khulna settlement op< 
ations, which have not yet been finally closed, we shall not be surpris 
if there is a surplus of three to four lakhs. Now, where do the 
surpluses goP That is a question to which we want an answer frc 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department. And 
these surpluses are allowed to accumulate then we think that for tli 
year we can disallow the demand of Rs. 21,58,000 under this hea 
This is, Sir, all that T have to say. 


MEMBER In oharga of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAN 
-REVENUE) (the Hon’ble Maharaja Kahaunish Chandra R 
Bahadur, of Nadia): Sir, 1 think it will he convenient if all the 
motions which relate to one head are taken together, so that I may de 
with them in one speech. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (tho Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Cha 
dhuri, of Santoeh): I have already considered this, but I do not thii 
any advantage will lie derived from that. Such a step, in my opinio 
will hardly shorten the discussion or save time. 1 have decided 
take each motion separately. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KtHAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY Bahadi 
Of Nadia: Some members of this Council are, I am afraid, under 
misapprehension about the utility of the survey and settlement pr 
ceedtngs which are going on in this province. Sir, some members ha 
urged for the total refusal of the grant for survey aad settlemei 
operations, and we have on this agenda paper several motions for m 
ranging from Rs. 100 to Rs. 2$ lakhs on a dema^i about Ha. f| 
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lakhs. Sir, it is, I fear, too late now to reopen discussion on the policy' 
of cadastral surrey and record of rights. We started with a programme- 
about 20 years ago and almost all the districts have been completed, 
only a few districts , remain, namely, Rangpur, Dinajpur, Malda r 
Burdwan, Hooghly and Howrah. All the other districts have been* 
practically finished. A good portion of the districts of Malda, Hooghly 
and Burdwan has also been already done. There was a very full dis- 
cussion of the policy in this Council in 1921, the arguments then put* 
forth from either side might be rehearsed again now, but I do not 
think it is necessary. We are almost nearing the end of our provincial* 
ppngramme, and it will he unwise to leave the remaining few districts- 
unfinished. , 

Individual landlords, or individual tenants, might feel that jwrtl-J 
eular disputes were not decided by the Settlement Department in the ** 
manner they thought they should have been. But similar argument 
might just as well he put forth by an aggrieved party in a Civil Court' 
to move for the suspension of all the courts in the province. Taking 
a broader view and the interest of the community as a whole — and for 
that end. of the administration also -there cannot he the slightest* 
doubt that these surveys and record** are of immense value far out* 
weighing the comparatively small expense at which the work is carried 
out. The Itovul Commission on Agriculture, which came to Bengnl 
a few months ago. have laid stress on the importance and value of 
these village- records : they gave certainty of title to all grades of 
persons intended in land and operate as a strong preventive against' 
frivolous litigation. 

It is, however, unnecessary to theorise. The best test of the pudding 
is in the eating thereof. These records and maps have already been 
prepared in all but a very few districts. The value of these records 
and statistics are well known to those who are interested — landlords 
and tenants — as well as to Government in all its branches. The land- 
lords have got an authentic record of their properties and know how 
their lands are being actually held, at n nominal cost of almut only 3“ 
to 4 annas a bigha. To the tenants they afford the most invaluable 
title deeds which explains their rights and define their lands. Every 
tenant can say his field by the plot number, every landlord knows 
exactly how every inch of his land is held and how his subordinate 
staff deal with unsettled plots. If a copy is lost, either party rushes 
\o the Collectorate to purchase fresh copies. I think the Council wilT 
he interested to know that maps and khatians valued over Rs. 7 lakhs 
have been purchased in this way during the last 9 years. (\ voice: 

It is a source of income to Government.) Well, if anybody finds that 
these are absolutely necessary for his use, and that he cannot get it 
flsewhere but from Government who prepare the records of right, then* 

If oouraehe lum get to pay to Government for these maps and khatians. 



104 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[15th Mas 


The records of these settlement operations will be just as valuabl 
to the present and subsequent generations of all grades of landlord 
and tenants as the thak maps are to the zemindars and the mttgM surve 
to the Chittagonian. 

None the less important is the educative value. It is really thes 
proceedings in the villages which bring home to the people, bot 
tenants and landlords, a correct knowledge of the rights, privileges an 
liabilities which the legislature has embodied for them in the statut 
book. 

To Government and local bodies the settlement records give tj 
mly reliable materials to work on any scheme. Without village map 
It would be impossible to draw up, for instance, a scheme of watei 
supply, or to deal with an irrigation problem, or to organise even ou 
union boards. I think I have said enough to convince the Council, i 
it really needed conviction. It is no practical proposition to-day t 
try halt to the programme of settlement operations: on the contrar 
it will he disastrous to all interested in land — zemindars, tenure-holder 
and raiyats — if a contrary policy is adopted by this Council. I do nr 
think I need go into the particular grievances raised by some of th 
previous s|M»akets, they have been very ably met by my friend Kha 
Bahadur Maulvi Azizul ITaque, and I do not want to repeat the argu 
ments in favour of the utility of the settlement o]>erations which ar 
going on in the province. 

3p.m. 

Sir, if there has been some difference of opinion as to the correc 
decision given by some revenue officers I think, those decisions ii 
individual cases must de]H»nd on the circumstances of the cases and i 
will not he ]M>ssihle or right to dictate from here, in this Council 
how a Settlement Officer should decide particular claims or claims i 
particular areas. I, however, assure the mover and the other rnembei 
of the House that if they have any grievance and if these are brough 
to the notice of the Revenue Dejwrtment, I shall see that enquirie 
are made, and if necessary, instructions will be issued. 

Sir, I do not think we are extravagant in conducting settlemen 
operations. As I have already said there was much discussion on tbi 
question in the Council in 1921. It was then derided to reduce tb 
four-party programme to a two-party one and this has been adhere 
to. According to this programme Burdwan will be taken up nex 
year and the work in the difficult areas of the 24-Parganas will be i 
full swing. I repeat again that as a result of these settlement proceed 
ings and record of rights the tamindar gets a complete record of ki 
lands and the tenant gets a complete map at a very cheap* rate. 

I cannot therefore agree to reduce the demand wbjob t bgge already 

made. * 
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The motion that the demand of Rs. 21,58,000 under the head 
“ &C.— Sumy and Settlement ” be refused was then put and a division 
taken with the following result : 


Am 


Ahamad, Maulvi AiiiwMifi. 

Bsdth i, Baku bamaa Chandra, 
banaejsa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Basil, Mr. P. C. 

biswas, Baba tursndra Mata. 

Chahravarti, Baba Jaiindra Chandra. 
Chahraburtty, Baba Jatindra Math. 
Ohattsrjas, Baba Una Chandra. 
Ohattsrjas, Srijut bijay Kumar. 
Cbaudhuri, Rat Harsndranath. 

Oatta, Baba Ahhil Chandra. 

Butt, baba Sara I Kumar. 

Ohaaa, baba Amarsndra Hath. 

•upta, Mr. d abash Chandra. 

Maaua, Kaxi Smdadul. 

Hsaain, Nawab Musharraf, Khan bahadur. 
Maa, Khan bahadur Maulvi Ikramut. 
Ismail, Khan bahadur Maulvi Muhammad. 
Kastm, Maulvi Abal. 


Khan, baba Osbsndra ui. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muauam Alt 
Khan, Maulvi Tamixuddia. 

Maiti, baba Mabandra Nath. 

Maitra, trijat J apandr a Nath. 

Muhsrjta, Sri jut Tarahnath. 

Naximuddin, Mr. Kbwaja. 
bahim, Sir Abd-ur-. 

Ashman, Maulvi Shm ma a r . 

Haul, Maulvi Syad Ahdur. 
bay, Or. Kumud Sanhar. 
bay, Or. bid ban Chandra, 
bay, Mr. O. N. 
bay, Mr. Kiran Sanhar. 

Sarhar, babu Naliniranjaa. 

Sattar, Mr. Abdaal baiah Majaa Abdaal. 
San, babu Nafsndra Nath. 

San Qupta, Mr. 4 . m. 

Salaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 


NOCS. 


Addams- Williams, Mr. C. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kasiruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan bahadur Maulvi Imaduddin. 
AU, Mr. Altai. 

Atinutlah, Maulvi Syad Md. 
bimvas, Maulvi Abdul Latif. 

Chahravarti, tbs Mtn’bl* Mr. byamhss. 
Cbaudhuri, tbs Man*bt# Nawab bahadur 
iaiyid Nawab Ali, Khan bahadur, af 
Ohanbari. 

Caban, Mr. D. 4 . 

C aa p sr, Mr. C. 0. 

Da Mr. K. C. 

Bay, Mr. b. O. 

Oanatd, tbs Han Ms Mr. 4 . 

O m m m and, Mr. 4 . 0. 

Butt, Mr. tt. S. 

Parsqui, Khan bahadur K. 0. M. 
bhaah Maulih, babu Satyandra Chandra. 
Bbuxnavi, tba Han*Ma Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu 
Ahmad Khan. 

Bflahrist, Mr. b. N. 

Bdtran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Ite«ua Khan bahadur Maulvi Axixul. 
Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Nan, Mr. P. c. 

Ubiri, Mr. baaanta Kumar. 

. l ?! llltw > 1 Is ut ana n t- C s i sna l 4 , C. N. 
Ubbatl, Mr. N. c. 

Undsay, Mr. 4 . H. 

Bur, Mr. A. 

Mavwamar, Hal B a h adu r dadmmth . 


MsCIwshis, Mr. I. T. 

Mabarljr, tbs Man*Ma Mr. A. N. 

Handy, Naha raj Kumar Sris Chandra. 
Oatsn, Mr. I. p. 

Ordisb, Mr. 4 . ■. 

Pbslpa, Mr. Travar 4 . 

Philip, Mr. 4 . V. 

Pranttaa, Mr. w. 0. b. 
bahman, Mr. A. P. M. Ahdur-. 
baihat, Mr. P r aaa n n a Dab. 
bay, babu Naaandra Narayan. 
bay, tba Mantis Maharaja bahadur 

Kshawaith Chandra, af Nadia, 
bay Cbaudhuri, Mr. K. 0. 
bay, Mr. ft. N. 
l aahts, Mr. p. a, 
ftadapua, Maulvi Mah a mad. 
tanyai, Babu Sashindra Narayan. 
Sarbadbihari, Or. Sir Oava Prasad. 
Sarhar, bai Sahib babati Mahan. 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Maulvi Abdus. 

San, Mr. Satish Chandra. 

Shah, Mr. Obatam Haa Min. 

***** dahndur bhupandra Narayan, 
af Nashlpur. 

Shhmar, Mr. s. A. 

Stuart-WiHiams, Mr. S. C. 

T h am p ssn, Mr. W. M. 

Trayara, Mr. w. L. 

Waadhaad, Mr. 4 . A. 

W a r d s w arth, Mr. W. 6. 
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Baton AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE moved that the demand 

of Re. 21,58,000 under the head “ 5C. — Survey and Settlement 99 be 
reduced by Rs. 2,50,000 (page 28, Civil Estimate). 

The Hon’tole Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadias Sir, no new argument has been put forward. A very similar 
argument was brought by Nawab Musharuf Hosain and the Council 
has already passed its verdict on that motion. 

I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Babu Amarendra Nath Ghose was put and lost. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 21,58,000 under the head i4 5C. — Survey and Settlement ** 
be reduced by Rs. 50, 000 (page 28, Civil Estimate). 

Sir, it is not with the object of making any heavy cut in the demand 
for the Settlement Department that I am going to put this motion. 
It is just to bring under criticism certain acts of the Settlement Depart- 
ment that I am going to move this reduction. It has been said, Sir, 
in connection with previous motions that the Settlement Department 
works for the benefit of the raiyats and tenants of the land, that their 
object is and t heir work leads to the amelioration of the conditions 
of the tenants. It is jiiNt because they acquaint the tenantry with 
their rights as against the landlords who, it is alleged, oppress them 
that the operations of the Settlement Department should he welcomed. 
It may he so in t lie view of those who probably have no intimate know- 
ledge of the operations of the Settlement Department. But the one thing 
which I am sure of is, that sometimes the work of the Settlement 
Department also injures and hurts the tenants, and I am going, Sir, 
to deal with an instance in which the tenant’s rights are not simply 
disregarded hut are actually robbed by the Settlement Department. 
As an instance of the vagaries of the Settlement Department I would 
just mention the manner and method in which the under-raiyat’s 
interests are being recorded now under the district survey and settle- 
ment operations. Since the Settlement Officer in charge of the Jessore 
operations, Sir, took it into his head to exploit section 183 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act and particularly illustration 2 of that section that the 

3-15 p.m. 

merry procedure of recording the under-raiyoti holdings as occupancy 
holdings as also the sweeping process of conferring on them certain 
lights, undreamt of by the under-raiyats themselves, are going on. 
While in Jessore the raiyats were robbed of their rights just to confer 
occupancy rights on the under-raiyats, in Khulna that operation is 
Wing extended and not only most of the under-raivati holdings ore going 
to he recorded as under-raivati occupancy holdings but also other 
incidence and other rights are going to be added to the und«P*aiy»ti 
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interests a ad holdings. In the 24-Pa rganas, which is under surrey 
and settlement operations, a further step is going to be taken by record- 
ing the under-raiyati interests as heritable interests, too, if not trans- 
ferable. In Khulna it has been discovered by the Settlement Officer 
there that the under-raiyati interests have not only the occupancy 
rights going with them but the under-raiyats have also the rights of 
transferability — rights that have not as yet been secured generally 
by the raiyats themselves. I do not think therefore that the amendment 
of the Tenancy Act will be much necessary if the Settlement Depart- 
ment continues to have a free hand in such matters in future. It is 
evident that the Settlement Department is out to manufacture materials 
for the amendment of the Tenancy Act just as the Government wishes 
it to be amended in certain aspects. If there be any real friend of the 
tenants in this Council, I would ask him how is the tenant’s, I mean 
the raiyat’s position ameliorated and how his interests are enlarged 
by such vagaries of the Settlement Department. On the contrary, Sir, 
such surreptitious procedure of the Settlement Department is leading 
to the devaluation of the raiyuti holdings — there can be no question 
about that. I would therefore urge on the TTon’ble Member in charge 
of this department to make a full and sifting enquiry into this matter 
and ascertain what is really the position, under which law the Settle- 
ment Department in authorised to create new rights and new customs 
and under which specific instructions the department is out to create 
such customs ami customary rights. With these few remarks I would 
take my sent and 1 hope the Uon’ble Memher-in-charge will take due 
notice of what 1 have said, and unless he gives u satisfactory reply to 
this motion, 1 shall he compelled to ask for a division. 

The Hon'ble Maharaja K6HAUN1SH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: Sir, I am in a way glad that my friend Rai Harendranath 
Chaudhuri has raised this discussion. I am pleased to find that he 
does not want to cut the demand hut to raise a discussion in order to 
clear the atmosphere. I have already told the House that if any 
Settlement Officer or any officer of that department has erred anywhere 
in the interpretation of the law, the remedy is provided in the Act 
already. I have only to refer to sections 103, 106 and 108 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act for such remedies. My friend has already pointed 
out that in the Jessore settlement the Settlement Officer took it into 
his head to apply the merry procedure of conferring occupancy rights 
on under-raiyats. I can at once tell him that he was there to record 
the existing rights as he found them and he simply recorded them as 
they were. He had to be governed by the local custom. The custom 
gave the under-raiyats in Jessore a right of occupancy. Even many 
of them have mukarrari leases, and when they have mukarrari leases 
you cannot say that they have not occupancy right. In the 24-Parganas 
he complains that further rights are going to he added, one of them 
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being the right of heritabiiity. I think a similar procedure is being 
followed there and according to the tustom prevailing in this part ol 
Bengal the rights are recorded. I have made enquiries from tb« 
Director of Land Records, and he has assured me that such entriet 
as my friend Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri says have been made, aw 
not really made in the record-of-rights but a simple note kept in tin 
village notes which has no presumptive value as evidence. Mr. Jamesor 
informs us that the only entry which may be made in column 15 ol 
the record is “ pntthanmare dWtSPlft? twff! etc./ 

in respect of under-raiyats, that is merely kept in the village notes 
But if he has any real grievance, I shall certainly make an enquirj 
into the matter, and if the law' is not properly interpreted, I shal 
consult the law Officers of Government and shall certainly take neces 
sary steps in the matter. I hope that in view of this assurance, mi 
friend will not press his motion. 

ft«l HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, in view of what hai 
fallen from the Ilon’ble Member-in-charge, that he will enquire inh 
the matter and issue such instructions as may he required, I beg leav< 
to w ithdraw the motion. 

The motion of Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri was then, by leave o 
the Council, withdrawn* 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I beg to move that the demam 
of Rs. 21,68,000 under the head “ 5C — Survey and Settlement ’* b« 
reduced by Rs. 100 (page 28, Civil Estimate). 

Sir, this motion for a small cut really requires a detailed examinatioi 
of the policy of the Settlement Department. That is a task, whicl 
I have been assured, my friend Dr. Banerjea will undertake. There 
fore, T do not wish to inflict a speech on the House — that will be don< 
by Dr. Banerjea. 

Dr, PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Sir. one of the previoui 
speaker* has told the House that he is neither a landlord nor a tenant 
1 am glad to be able to sav that I am also in the same happy position 
1 am, therefore, able to discus* the question with an open mind am 
in an impartial manner. The utility of the survey and settlemen 
operations has t*»eii questioned. It has been said that the survey am 
settlement operations are a fruitful source of litigation. I do no 
think that is a proper description. As a matter of fart, the survey am 
settlement operations are a great safeguard of the tenants* interest* 
It is very necessary that the tenants* rights should be properly recorded 
and for that purpose settlement operations are absolutely necessary 
But there is another aspect of the question. The settlement operation 
inflict a great deal of hardship, particularly on the poorer section o 
the people, aa the tenants have to travel considerable distances to attem 
the settlement camps in order to have their rights recorded. 
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SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT Of REVENUE 
(Mr. F. A. tatfiM): No, No. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: 1 do not think you go to 
ever)* village. The .settlement camps ait* often situated at considerable 
distances from the villages. Besides, the underlings of this depart- 
ment, as has already Wen observed, often indulge in corrupt practices. 
These difficulties ought to be removed; and when they are removed, 
I do not think there would lie much complaint against the operations 
themselves. 

My friend, Rui Hatendrauath ('huudhuri, has said that the real 
object of the settlement operations is to manufacture materials for the 
amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act. I do not know if that is the 
real object. But even if it is so. I think it is a worthy object. The 
amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act has long l>een overdue, and 
it ought to 1 h‘ taken in hand without any further delay Ami the 
greater the material we have before us tor the consideration of this 
measure, the letter it is foi all concerned. The hon’ble member for 
Khulna has raised a technical question. He has said that in the settle- 
ment liooks and in the reco»d-of-rights the King* Emperor is descrilied 
as the proprietoi of the sod. Now, is that a correct description ? I 
think not. If \ou iefei to the Hindu scriptures, you will find that the 
King is not described as the owner of the soil, although he is entitled 
to one-sixth share of its produce. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: l)i. Baneijea what an* >nu dining at? 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: 1 am referring to th« techni- 
cal question raised 1>\ Bahu Xagendta Nath Sen. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think you i an ignore that detail in his speech. 
It is not only not relevunt to the discussion but is also bevoml ycur 
legitimate scope. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I think it is relevant, ami 
may I point out in what respect it is relevant? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou had better not do that. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Very well. Sir. I hope the 

question of the rights of the xamindars is relevant. Now, what are 
the rights of the tenants as against the rights of the zamindar*? Are the 
tenants the proprietors of the soil, or are the zamindar**? At the time 
when the Permanent Settlement came into force in Bengal over a 
century and a quarter ago, the zamindar* were declared as the owner# 
of the *oi). T think that 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: I find that certain members are putting questions 
to you without my permission, or even without rising in their places 
and you are answering them in a hapazard way. May I, therefore, 
#ugge*t to you, Dr. Banerjea, that when a question is put to you while 
you are in possession of the House, you should not care to answer that 
question till it has been put through me? 

Dr. PRAMATMANATH BANERJEA: Very well, Sir. I shall not 
answer any further questions. The zamindara were declared as the 
owners of the land. Now, there is a great deal of difference of opinion 
on this matter. Economists are sharply divided on the question. 

3.;to f.m. 

But the most advanced opinion seems to regard the tenant as entitled 
to a greater quantum of right to the soil than the zamindnrs. The 
zamindars are intermediaries, and as such may have rendered some ser- 
vice to the community. 1 find that my friend Rai Harendrannth 
‘Chaudhuri has been serving the country by attending the meetings of 
this Council and sacrificing a considerable amount of time for the 
purpose ; there are several others like him. There are also some eminent 
znmindars who have rendered excellent services to the country in other 
wnys. But their claim to the soil, I am sure, is not justified. I think, 
therefore, that if in the record-of-rights anybody is entitled to be 
described ns the proprietor of the soil it is the tenant, rather than the 
King-Kmperor or the zainindar. 

Babti NACENDRA NATH SEN: Mr. President, Sir. I take this 
opportunity of drawing the attention of this House and that of the 
Hon’ble Meinl>er in charge of liand Revenue us regards the extreme 
unsympathetic nature in which the superior officers of the Settlement 
Department are dealing with the diara and char lands in the Khulna 
and Faridpur districts. These are intersected by very big rivers and 
the Settlement Officers survey most of the char lands which have been 
thrown in these rivers and instead of making a permanent settlement 
with regard to these char lands they are giving leases of 15 or 2(3 
years and have been enhancing the rents to three or four times the 
original rate at which they had been settled at the time when the 
leases were taken. Then, Sir, I would like to mention that the Settle- 
ment Officer at Khulna is occupying a big house which has cost some- 
thing like Rs. 50,000 and the settlement operations are going to cease 
in that district and the house is going to be given to the Executive 
Engineer, Barisal-Khulna Division; but what compensation is the 
« Irrigation Department going to make to the poor tenants of this district 
at whose cost this palatial building was built ? I think they an 
entitled to some consideration and so I have taken the advantage of 
speaking on this motion. 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I would like to be an- 
lightened an the question of the Khulna-F&ridpur diara and char land 
settlements which has been raised by my friend Babu Nagendra Nath 
Sen. We do not understand what is the policy of Government in taking 
over the char lands and making new settlements. So far as my informa- 
tion goes the Government is not consistently pursuing any definite 
policy. Sometimes the Government take away the char portion of a 
permanently settled area— of course they are entitled to do it now 
after the recent judgment of the Privy Council — but without making 
any revision of the assessment they settle the laud with the original 
proprietors, tenure-holders and tenants not permanently but just for 

10 or 15 years. In some other cases the Government re-assess the whole 
of the diara and char lands and make new settlement after doing away 
with the intermediate interests. I really do not understand what is the 
policy of Government in regard to the settlement of char and diara 
lands. If the Government propose to make new settlements altogether 
for short terms, to re-assess the whole land and to revise the revenue 
also then the Government should do away with the intermediate holders. 

11 the Government really want to maintain those who are in possession 
of these lands then the Government should settle the lands permanently. 
This is a matter. Sir, in which the Government policy I cannot 
understand. Therefore I should like to l»e enlightened on the question 
as to what is the definite policy of Government underlying the settle- 
ment of the char and diara lands. 

The Hon*bl« Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: Sir, if I were to engage Babu Akhil Chandra Datta to defend 
me in any court I would have to think twice, l>ecause I find my friend 
was not prepared to argue his points; nor perhaps he hod read his brief 
even. He has simply passed on his brief to his junior That is not 
always desirable. Dr. Bunerjea has advocated the need of Settlement 
Officers and settlement operations to a certain limit. Then he has all 
of a sudden turned back and criticised the procedure of the settlement 
operations, one of them being that the tenants have to travel a long 
distance to get their rights recorded. I do not think my friend has a 
correct idea; or perhaps he has got a very vague idea as to how the 
settlement proceedings are carried on. I would advise him to go to a 
settlement camp himself and see how things are done there. I am 
afraid these things are not in the sphere of a professor of economics. 

Then Sir, some charges have been levelled against the officers of 
the Settlement Department as to their indulging in some alleged 
corrupt practices. But, Sir, up to now T have not had a single cate- * 
gorical charge placed before me. If the members of this House will 
place any charge which they think is worthy of placing before Govern- 
ment, I will certainly have the matter enquired into and shall certainly 
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take necessary action in the matter, but making a vague charge ol fish 
and goat an o tie of the previous speakers has made without any proof 
is not worth discussing in the House. 

Mr. Sen has raised the question of the diara settlement and the 
extreme unsympathetic attitude of the Settlement Officers. I shall be 
' extremely obliged to him if he will give any definite cases and I shall 
have them enquired into. Up to now I have not had any such charges 
brought to my notice against any of the officers in the Settlement 
Department. 

Another point has l>een raised in connection with the Settlement 
Officer’s house in Khulna which has been handed over to the Irrigation 
Department. The hou*e was actually built for the Irrigation Depart- 
ment and was temporarily occupied by the Settlement Officer. As long 
as the house was occupied by t hat officer the rent for that period was 
charged to the Khulna Settlement. We have not charged the cost 
of the building to the Khulna settlement. Therefore the people of 
Khulna need not tie afraid of being burdened with the whole cost of the 
Khulna Settlement Officer’s building. 

My friend Kai Hnrendrunuth Chaudhuri has raised the question of 
the policy of Government in regard to the settlement of char and diara 
lands. In these matters we are guided by the rules which are definitely 
laid down and we have no power unless they are changed. If he will 
kindly come and see me in office I shall certainly go through these 
rules and see if any modification is necessary. Until this is done 
Government must continue the present policy which they are following. 
I liuve nothing further to add. 

’Hie motion that the demand of 11s. 21,58,000 undei the head “* r »C. — 
Survey and Settlement " he reduced by IN. 1 OG was then put and lost. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: 1 beg to move that the demand 
of IN. M.dl.OOO under the head “5. — Lund Revenue ” he reduced by 
IN. 2,50,000 (page 'Si, Civil Estimate ». 

Sir, the object of my motion for reduction is very - simple. My 
intention is to insist on a policy of an all-round retrenchment being 
carried out with u view to release certain amounts from each depart- 
ment, so that a sufficient amount may be available to finance schemes 
for removing the ignorance and poverty of the people through whose 
votes we have come to this Council. And in that view the amount of 
reduction proposed by me for the Revenue Department is very moderate, 

* m., a sum of Rs. 2,*5U,U00. This department like all other departments 

# on the reserved side has Wen fostered with all the care since the 
beginning of the British rule. So, a reduction of Rs. 2,50,000 will not 
affect itR efficiency very much and this reduction in an expenditure of 
about Rs. *19,00,000 cannot be a proposition of insurmountable difficulty, 
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if the Hon'bfa Member and the Secretary will put their minds to it. 
It is not my intention to embarrass the Hon'ble Member by proposing 
cuts in definite items, but I leave it to his discretion. I am sure he will 
recognise the urgent needs of his suffering countrymen and respond 
readily to their call. There is another reason which may also commend 
itself to him. The improvement of the economic condition of the 
people and the removal of their ignorauce, for which the amounts so 
u\ailable are intended to be utilised, are sure to bring alanit a condition 
of prosperity to the people as a whole, thus eventually strengthening 
his department also. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
Of Nadia • Sir, the pathetic appeal which my friend llabu Nalini* 
ranjan Sarker has made to me almost tempts me to agree to the 
reduction, but I am very sorry that I cannot oblige my friend because 
the programme is already made. 1 may mention that whenever any 
estimate is made it is first made in the offices of the Director of Lund 
Records and other heads of departments and then it comes to the 
Secretariat where, if it survives the pruning of Mr. Sachse, it goes on 
to the Finance Department and if my Ilon’hle colleague Mr. Donald 
is kind enough in passing it then I can get the amount. You do not 
know with what trouble 1 have been able to get this amount for my 
Land Revenue budget. If this amount i* reduced by lls. lakhs it 
will be almost impossible for me to get on with the programme. So, 

I would appeal to my iiiend not to press his motion and I hope he 
will agree to that. 

The motion ut Balm Xulimranjun Sarker was then put and lost. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ : I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 3b,‘U,tHMt under the head “ h . — Laud Revenue ” he 
reduced by Re. 1 i page ‘J’b (’ml Intimate). 

3*46 i\m. 

Tlii# token cut has been projmsed to protest against the » onduct 
of the Goyjftfiiment in bringing the masses of the country under the 
c lutohaicof the landed ai istocracv. Look at the formation of the tabinet 
and you will find that the people’s men have no place there. Do the 
Government think that the people of the country have not produced 
men who could find a place in the cabinet of the land? Do they hold 
that they have selected all the jewels of the country to form the 
cabinet? If they do, they should la* congratulated on their choice and 
on their wisdom. I would not have thought of raising my voice against 
the formation of the cabinet had not this adversely affected the masses 
of the country. Leaving aside the other three Members who all Wong 
to the landed aristocracy, if we take the case of the Hon’ble Member 
for Revenue, we find that he also is no better, and as the masses have 
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been very adversely affected by tbe Revenue Department, 1 cannoi 
pass this department unnoticed. The House is aware that as soon ai 

the fiist Reformed Council came into being, I was one of those win 

persistently wanted, in the interest of the tenantry, to have tin 
Tenancy Act amended. Be it said to the credit of the Maharaja 
dhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan that he tried to give effect to the wishes o: 
the Council by taking measures to get the Bengal Tenancy Ac 
amended. But unfortunately for the people he went out and tin 
present Member came in and with him all the woes of the masses began 
We insisted again and again in this Council to have the Act amendec 

but our voice was a voice in the wilderness. The white bureaucracy 

seemed to have left the reign of Government in the hand of the browi 
bureacracy and they also refused to hear the voice of the people. Thii 
was not unusual, for the present Government are not for the Inasse: 
but for the classes only. Some of the Government members might say 
that they were hoodwinked to believe that the measure would not hav( 
produced the desired result, but, Sir, this will be a lame excuse fo: 
they should know that those w’ho are called to this Council by thi 
suffrage of the people represent them and their interest and not th< 
Hon' hie Member who could not be so called and is called to tbe plaa 
by the will or whim of an individual or individuals. The Benga 
Tenancy Act ought to have been introduced years ago but for th 
culpable neglect of the Hon’ble Member, and Government is also res 
ponsible for many wrongs that the tenantry has so long borne and wil 
have to Ikmit. Government should not only have a Revenue Membe 
who should he a real representative of the masses hut they should see h 
it that the Member immediately introduces the Bengal Tenancy Ac 
with all the provisions which may uplift these dumb and holf-starvei 
millions. We are told that a small committee is constituted to lool 
into the matter. I am afraid this committee also largely represent 
landlords’ interests and not the interests of the tenantry. Thei 
labours when they are before the House will convince the country i 
they do not convince the Government and some of the members of tb 
House, that due weight was not at all given to the disabilities fron 
which the tenants suffer, and these have not been removed. Still w 
want tbe amended Act to come immediately before the Council, bu 
this the Hon’ble Member will not do. Good or bad, whatever it migh 
be, let the amendment be made in the Bengal Tenancy Act and whe: 
and if the tenantry find the unsatisfactory nature of the Act produced 
they will know how to mend matters further. If the Govemmen 
could become strong and do justice to the people with the help of th 
? true and sincere representatives of the people, well and good, if they d 
not, let me hope the tenants themselves will know how to become strong 
and compel others to be just to them and to their cause. 

The motion was put and lost. 
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The motion that a sum of Rs. 39,31,000, as amended in Council, he 
granted for expenditure under the head ** 5.-— Land Revenue ” wm 
then put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES. 


Addams-Williams, Mr. C. 

Ahainatf, Maulvi Kasiruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. 
Atiqullah, Maulvi Syad Md. 

Biswas, Maulvi Abdul Latif. 

Chakra varti, thv Han’bla Mr. Byamks*. 

C baud bur i, tliv Han'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab All, Khan Bahadur, af 
Ohanbari. 

Caban, Mr. 0. 4 . 

Caspar, Mr. C. 0. 

Os, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. B. Q. 

Oanald, tha Han'bla Mr. J. 

Orummand, Mr. J. O. 

Outt, Mr. O. S. 

Faraqui, Khan Bahadur K. Q. M. 

Bhaah Maulik, Babu tatyandra Chandra. 
Chumavi, tha Han'bla Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu 
Ahmad Khan. 

Citahrist, Mr. R. N. 

Basnka, Rai Bahadur Badridas. 

Bafran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aziiul. 
Haaain, Nawab Muaharrut, Khan Bahadur. 
Nuq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul. 
Husain, Maulvi Syad Maqbul. 

Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Jamas, Mr. F. E. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamicuddin. 

Lahiri, Mr. Basanta Kumar, 
laiaaatar, Liautanant-Calanal 4 . C. H. 
Liddall, Mr. H. C. 


A ha mad, Maulvi Asimuddin. 

Baiahi, Babu Ramus Chandra. 
Banana*, or. Pramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Bahu Pramatha Nath. 

Basu, Mr. P. C. 

Biawas, Babu Surandra Nath. 
Obakravarti, Babu Jasindra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Ohattarjaa, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 
Chaudkuri, Itai Harandranath. 

Oaa Bupta, Dr. 4 . M. 
ttatta, Babu Akbil Chandra. 


Lindsay, Mr. 4 . H. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mawla, Maulvi Chaudhury Balam. 
Matumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath. 
MtCluskia, Mr. E. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mabarly, tha Han’bla Mr. A. N. 

Oatsn, Mr. C. P. 

Ordish, Mr. J. K. 

Phalps, Mr. Travar 4 . 

Philip, Mr. 4 . Y. 

Prantisa, Mr. W. O. R. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamsur.. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur*. 

Ray, Babu Nasandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Han'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kshaunish Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. S. N. 

Saahsa, Mr. P. A. 

Sad aqua, Maulvi Mahamad. 

Sarbadhikari, Or. Sir Dava Prasad. 

Sarksr, Rai Sahib Rabati Mahan. 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Maulvi Abdus. 

San, Mr. Satish Chandra. 

Shah, Mr. Bhalam Haaaain. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
af Naahipur. 

Skinnar, Mr. 8. A. 

Sluart-Williama, Mr. S. C. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travtrs, Mr. W. L. 

Waadhaad, Mr. 4 . A. 

Wardswarth, Mr. W. C. 


NOES. 

Outt, Babu Saral Kumar. 
Qhaaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 
Haqua, Kati Cmdadul. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Hath. 
Mukarjaa, Srijut Taraknath. 
Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 
Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 
San, Babu Na«andra Nath. 

Saa Bupta, Mr. 4 , M. 


The Ayes being 63 and Noes 24 the motion was carried. 


7 > — Stamps* 

i P.M. 

ucuaia in otarga af DEPARTMENT af FINANCE (tha HatTWa 
Nr. 4 . DaaaUCt Sir, I beg to more on the recommendation of Hie 
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Excellency the Governor that a sura of Rs. 8,88,000 be granted foi 
expenditure under the head “ 7. — Stamps ” (page 44, Civil Estimate) 

Khan Sahib Maulvi ABDUS 8ATTAR : Sir, since 1 put in thii 

motion I have got all the information about the details of this demand 
and I do not, therefore, like to move this motion. 

The following motion was therefore not moved: — 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi ABDUS 8ATTAR : “ That the demand o 
Rs. 16,200 under the head ‘ 7. — Stamps — Contract contingencies’ fo 
reduced by Rs. 10, 000 (puge 45, Civil Estimate).” 

Maulvi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD moved that the demand o: 
Eh. .‘14, 000 under the head “ 7A. — Non-judicial stamps — Superinten 
dence (Reserved) ” be refused (page 45, Civil Estimate). 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is a 
follows : — 

** A motion refusing the demand of expenditure on stamps wa 
accepted by this House in 1924. My object in moving the presen 
motion is to protest against the Stamp Act which subjects the poo 
people to heavy expense in carrying on most necessary and daib 
transactions of life. Protests have been made against the increase o 
stamp duty, hut Government have not paid heed to them. In thes 
circumstances I beg to move the present motion.” 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN : Sit, the question of stamps is i 
very simple one. Stamps are divided under two heads — judicial am 
non-judicial. With regard to judicial stamps it appears that Govern 
merit is making a huge profit, and the corresponding excuses fo 
affording judicial relief to litigants are very small. Take, fo 
example, the state of affairs in the 24-Pargarms where there is a ver; 
large number of litigations. Take, again, the ease of the Khuln 
district. There were two subordinate judges there but oue ha 
recently been removed to J ensure und the poor litigants at Khuln: 
have to hide their time simply to have their cases on the hoard, no on 
knows when. There are cases standing over from the year 1920 o 
even earlier. This is a state of things which should be remedied 
Then, Sir, take the case of non-judicial stamps, the value of which wa 
raised in 1922. Normal times have since returned, but there is n 
reason assigned by Government w*hy the value of non-judicial stamp 
should not l>e reduced now* to pre-war rates. The people are poverty 
stricken, and it is they who have got to purchase non-judicial stamp! 
and for them to pay 50 per cent, in excess of what they used to pa 
in pre-war time is a great hardship, and this in all conscience showl 
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be remedied. Then, Sir, with regard to a cognate matter, 1 mean 
the post and telegraph rates. When we go to the Legislative Assembly 
with a prayer for a reduction of those rates we are met with the 
objection that these departments are working at a loss. The cost of 
postage has been doubled while the cost of telegrams lias been 
trebled. 

Now, Sir, if Government gains a large surplus by the sale of non- 
judicial stamps, and there is no reduction in the postage rates, why 
should there not be any reduction in the rates of non-judicial stamps ? 
The people should have relief in one way or other. 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. 4 , DONALD: Sir, the members who have just 
spoken have really raised the question of the whole policy of the Stamp 
Department, which would more appropriately come under the next 
motion than under this. 

This expenditure is necessary in order to obtain our revenue from 
stamps, and, therefore, I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Asimuddin Ahamnd was then put and lost. 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA : Sir, when the Stamp Act was 
amended and the stamp rates were increased in the year 1922, the then 
Finance Member, Sir John Kerr, gave an assurance to this House that 
the increased revenue derived from these increased rates would be set 
apart for the improvement of the nation. building departments. I 
should like to know from the Hon’ble the Finance Member what 
progress has been made in this direction. Tt is well known to all of us 
that most of the nation-building departments ure still starving: 
many works of public utility cannot be carried on for want of sufficient 
funds. So I should like to enquire how much money is derived from 
this source and what amount has been set apart for the nation- 
building departments. With these words I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 8,88,000 under the head “ 7. — Stamps ” be reduced by 
Re. 1 (page 44. Civil Estimate). 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I hare no desire to parti- 
cipate iu this discussion, but I wish to ask a question of the Hon'ble 
the Finance Member. The question is how is the stamp revenue of 
Bengal likely to lie affected by the decision of the Central Government 
to abolish certain commercial stamps ? 

TN Hoii’blf M ft J. DONALD: As regards the point raised bv Dr. 
Banerjea. I am afraid he has not read the memorandum which I pre- 
sented to the Council on Monday last. We shall lose about two lakhs 
and a half. 
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Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Was the 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Are you going to ask any question, Dr. Banerjea 
If so, you should not do so till your name is called by me. You ca 
now ask your question. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Was the Bengal Govern 
ment consulted in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr, J. DONALD: We were consulted in the matter as t 
whether cheques should be free, free from stamp duty, and we expresses 
our opinion on that question. We were not consulted again before th 
decision was announced, with reference to its effect on our financia 
position. 

As regards the other point raised by Babu Taraknath Mukerjea, ' 
am afraid that the time at my disposal will not permit me to deal wit! 
the whole question of stamps in order that I might give him the figure 
showing exactly how much of the excess revenue from stamps has beei 
given to the transferred subjects. This is indeed difficult if no 
impossible. But it will be remembered that we have made a eonsi 
derable increase in the expenditure on the transferred side in nex 
year’s budget, while at the same time, there is a very big drop in ou 
anticipated income from stamps. 

The motion of Srijjjt Taraknath Mukerjea was then put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 8,88,000 be granted for expenditur< 
under the head “ 7-— -Stamps ” (page 44, Civil Estimate) was then pui 
and agreed to. 

[At 4-15 r.M. the Council was adjourned and it reassembled al 
4-25 


8 and 8A— Forests. 

MEMBER in charga of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (FORESTS) 
(Tht Hon*Wa Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, Khan 
Bahadur, of DhanbaH): On the recommendation of His Excellency the 
Governor I l>eg to move that a sum of Rs. 1 1,4*1.000 be granted for 
expenditure under the heads “ 8— Forests " and “ 8A— Forest capital 
outlay charged to Revenue ” (pages 40 and 49, Civil Estimate). 

It will simplify discussion if I explain briefly the organisation of 
the Forest Department. This department brings us a large revenue 
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fvery year, which, after deducting the expense*, is utilised for expendi- 
ure in other branches of the administration — forth Reserved and 
Transferred. This net income— even after taking into account the 
chole of the capital outlay — has been about Rs. 12$ lakhs every year, 
md we expect it to increase to over Rs. 14 lakhs in the ensuing year. 
fher» are immense possibilities of forest exploitation in the Province, 
ind the more this department has scope to extend its activities the 
greater will be the income. 

Now in all works of' forest exploitation, the first stage is to prepare 
what is called a working plan, which consists of marking out a given 
area of forest into blocks, enumerating the existing tiees and then lay- 
ing out a programme — usually of 10 to 15 years — of felling and plant- 
ing. Roads and pathways have next to be opened out and quarters 
provided for the officers and staff to live in. To refuse provision for 
outlay on such works will mean foregoing a handsome revenue to the 
Provincial exchequer, and stopping further expansion of Forest work. 

I trust the Council will refuse to accept such a suicidal policy. 

The other motions of which notices have Iwen received relate to the 
roctirring charges for the maintenance of these works and for the estab- 
lishment. There is probably a misapprehension as regards the former. 
Apart from the tact — that as Capital works increase, the running cost 
must also increase — the innea.se over the current year's budget grant 
under Conservancy and Works i> almost entirely due to u provision of 
Ks. 72,000 for khedda operations to catch elephants in the Chittagong 
and Buxa Divisions. These operations ure highly remunerative and 
at least an equal amount of net income is expected. 

As for establishment there is no proposal to increase the officers and 
subordinate staff already employed. The only new proposal is a very 
modest one, viz., to increase the pay of the Deputy Rangers, from Rs. 40, 
45 and 50 to Rs. 45, 50 and 55 and to have a grade of Foresters on 
Rs. 40. Considering the responsibilities of these officers and the diffi- 
culties and discomfort in which they have to work, the Council will, 
it is hoped, accept thin proposal whole-heartedly. The rest of the 
increase is due to the normal time-scale of pay of the establishment. 
The area of Reserved and Protected Forests increased in 1925-26 by 115 
square miles, and 6 miles of new cart-road and 21 miles of foot-paths 
have been opened. The maintenance of the old military road from 
Kurseong to Ghum has also been taken over by the Forest Department. 
It should be a matter for the satisfaction of the Council that the Depart- 
ment is endeavouring to manage these additional works without further 
increase in the establishment. 

ftai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 4,60,000 under the head “8A— Forests — Conservancy*, 
and Works’* be reduced by Rs. 80,000 /page 40, Civil Estimate). 
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Sir, so far as I am concerned I can say that there is no misappre- 
hension on my pail as regards the scope of the expenditure of the budget 
item to which this motion relates. Government in the next year pro- 
poses to spend as much as Rs. 72,000 for khedda operations, that is, for 
catching elephants, as the Nawab Bahadur has said. But, Sir, we find 
on a reference to the Financial Statement, page 25, that so far in the 
current year is concerned there was no khedda operation and no uti- 
lisation of the provision for such operations “ for want of suitable 
kunki*." Therefore it in apparent that Government did not spend any 
large sum at all at any rate for khedda operations yet in spite of it the 
Government earned or expects to earn a larger revenue under the head 
44 Forests On revised estimate Government expects a revenue of 
R«. 29,75,000 as against the Budget Estimate of Rs. 27,00,000 (I 
refer to page 7 of the Financial Statement). Therefore Government 
expects better revenue to the extent of about Rs. 3,00,000 without 
spending any large uiuount for khedda operations this year. That fact 
stands. But Government proposes to spend, as I have Naid liefore, 
Rs. 72,000 for khedda operations next year. Does the Government 
expect any very big yield of revenue for such expenditure? Certainly 
not. The Hon ’hie Meinber-in-charge says, yes, but I say, no. On a 
reference to the Financial Statement it will be seen that Government 
does not expect much larger revenue on this head at any rate a big return 
commensurate with suc h expenditure. It will lx* found on a reference 
to page 7 of the Financial Statement that Government expects better 
revenue to the extent of about Rs. *12,00,000 instead of 30,00,000 on the 
whole, that is, about tw’o lakhs more under the head “ Forests ”, and of 
thin about Rs. 1J lakhs is expected under the head of “ Timber and 
other produce removed from the forests by coiwumers or purchasers ”, 
that is Rs. G lakhs of the anticipated Rs. 2 lakhs is expected from opera- 
tions of non-Goverumental agency. The Retrenchment Committee was 
quite alive to this fact and observed that “when purchaser or lessees are 
working a forest and extracting the produce the expenditure is far 
smaller than when this is done by departmental agency. Departmental 
work if properly done, yields a high profit but not a larger percentage 
of profit in proportion to expenditure ”. The Retrenchment Committee 
therefore urged on the Government that they should encourage nnn- 
Govermnental work more than undertaking such Governmental opera- 
tions. Although I do not wholly agree with that portion of the recom- 
mendation of the Retrenchment Committee yet I see the point and 
that point is proved by the Budget statement of expec ted receipts under 
the head 44 Forests ” in the coming year. 

I therefore submit that no case has been made out for spending so 
large a sum as Rs. 72,-000 for khedda operations and , as I have said, 
it will be remembered that even without khedda operations Government 
gets better revenue to the extent of Rs. 3 lakhs this year. I propose 
that the demand under this head should be reduce^ by Rs. §0,000. 
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IlM Motor Ml YIO NAWAB ALI CNAUDHUM, 

Kb** Bah*tor, of Dftwibari: Sir, the reason for 'catching elephants in 
Cox’s Bamrjie th#t the elephants are doing great damage to riee crops. 
The people have season for serious complaint, , 

,4tai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Do T understand it is just 
to #ave the agriculturists that the hhedda operations are going to tie 
undertaken, and not for getting any revenue? 

The Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur SA I YIO NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: For both. 

The mot foil of Rai Harendranath Cliaudhuri was then put and hist. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: r move that the demand 
of Rs, 16,000 under the head “ 811 — B — Establishment (cost of training 
of probationers in England) *’ be refused (page 48, Civil Estimate) 

Sir, my object in moving this motion is to get information as to who 
are the probationers who are going to lie trained in England for which 
the expenditure is going to lie incurred. 

Mr. PREBIDENT: Do you move your motion? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move my motion but 

before I press it T should like to have thin information. 

Mr. F. A. BACH8E: Rupees 16,000 has been provided in the budget 
for the training of one Indian probationer in England who has already 
undergone the course of technical training in England preliminary to 
appointment to the Indian Forest Service under the old rules. Under 
the new arrangement future recruits to the Imperial Forest Sendee will 
be trained in Dehra Dun. 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, Of Dhanbari. The Government of India frame the rules 
for recraitmeut of the Imperial Forest Service. For the last three 
years Bengal has only received Indian recruits with one exception. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: May I ask the names of 
♦he probationers? 

Mr. F. A. IACHSE: The name of the particular probationer who is 
coming to Bengal is not known yet, hut this Rs. 16,000 is required for 
the training of one probationer only. 


IB 
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. Mr. PR(l!tENT: I am hfraid, Mr. Saein^, you have f orgotta* the * 

name. Ton can answer Mr. Hai Chaudhuri*# g^gtion later on ' if /you 

cannot do of! hand. 
m * 

Rat HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : I wyjii.1 have W. 
satisfied with that hut not with this imperfect answer. A 

The motion of Hai Haiendranath Chaudhuri was then pat and jost. 

Khan tahib Maulvi ABDUS 8ATTAR: I move that the demand of 

Eh. 4,41,000 under the head “ SB. — B — Establishments ” be reduced by 
Rs. -19, (KM) (page 47, Civil Estimate). Jt 

8ir, with regard to this amendment of mine I beg to state the reason 
why I have put this motion. I find in various departments large sums 
of money have been shown as coiuitfg under temporary establishment. 
It is not known how those amounts will he spent. My ideu has been 
that money has been so blocked up. Therefore if I can hear from the 
Hon'ble Member in what way this amount will he spent then I may not 
press my motion. 

The Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, Of Dhanbaris Sir, the reasons which led to the increase 
fji the current year will continue in the ensuing year. They were — 

(1) increase in the number of Hangers and Deputy Hangers owing 

to expansion of forest exploitation work, and 

(2) provision for the Attia Forests newly taken over under Govern- 

ment management at the request of tie proprietors. 

The cost on account of the latter will he eventually recovered. 

The area of Reserved and Protected Forests increased in 1924-29 by 
116 square miles, and to facilitate exploitation and transport 9 miles of 
new cart road and 21 miles of font-put hs were opened duiing that year, 
and also 9 bridges were built. These expansions necessarily mean addi- 
tional establishment. They are directly remunerative. The revenue 
in 1926-29 was Rs. 281 lakhs, and in the cm rent year it is expected to 
reach about Rs. 29J lakhs. For the ensuing year the receipts are 
estimated at about Rs. 82 lukhs. The Forest Department can very 
rightly claim that any increase in expenditure on expansion of their 
activities is more than justified by increased receipts. Government 
must therefore oppose any proposal which involves reduction of the 
present establishment. There is no increase in the demand under “ Pay 
of superior officers ** ; nor is it proposed to increase further the subordi- 
nate stuff. The only new proposal is a very modest increase in the pay 
of the Deputy Rangers from R*, 40, 46 and 50 to Rs. 45, 50 and 55, and 







to have a law grade of Foresters on Rs. 40. Considering tt& responsibilities 
of t^eseoftert, and llje difficulties and discomfort in which they ham 
to work, 0te tJouncif it is hoped, will accept this proWal whole* 
heartedly. * 


* The motion %f Khan Sahih Maulvi Alulus Sattar was then put and* 

ld$. 

444 pm. 


Rai MARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 beg to move that the 
demand Of Rs. 4,41,000 under the head “ HR. — R — Establishments *’ l>e 
reduced by Re. 1 (page 47. Civil Estimate). 

Sir, it is not to urge directly any reduction in the Forest Budget that 
I am moving this motion On the contrary it is to urge the question of 
fhe Immunisation of the Forest Service that 1 am going to move it. In 
102*1 a similar question was ruined in this Council when my friend Mr. 
Indu lOiusan Dutt moved a motion urging that the 1 nd utilisation of the 
Forest Service should lw» accelerated. In reply, the then Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department, the Hon’lde the Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwnn, was pleased to say and say twice that the point 
had been noted and held out the lnq>c that the Immunisation of the 
Forest Service would 1m* accelerated. Thereafter the l*ec (kitmnission 
t<M»k this question also into consideration, and in their survey of tjie 
position with icgard to this question they also noted that according to 
the system of recruitment a*» it then obtained, at leust since 1921, the 
nile wus that at least per rent . of the total mimlter of officers in the 
superior grade should h«* directly lecruited from amongst the Indians 
and in addition 12} per cent, of the cadre should be filled by promotion 
from the provincial rank**. If that was really the policy which was 
followed since 1921, we cannot understand how is it that of the 20 post* 
of Deputy and Assistant Ounservators of Forests, in the superior grade 
only 0 appointments are now held by radians. The report of the I *e 
Commission was published in March 1924. Therein they recommended 
that a further step should be taken in the matter of the Immunisation of 
this branch of the public service. 1*1 me quote from page 21 of the 
report : ** Taking all the factors !>efore its into consideration we recom- 
mend that the recruitment should henceforward l»c in the ratio of 75 
percent. Indians and 25 per cent. Europeans in those provinces in which 
the Forest Service is reserved.” That was the recommendation 
made three years back — it was made in March 1924. Since then three 
year* have elapsed, and I w’ant to know what positive steps have been 
taken by Government in the matter, m., to accelerate the Indianisatipn 
of the Forest Service, for certainly we cannot be satisfied with the peti- 
tion in which only 6 out of 20 officers in the superior grade are Indians 
just at the present moment; and in that view I propose a reduction of 
Re. 1 from this demand. 
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Baton MACIMDRA NATH tEH: Sir, I beg to tgketbe opportunity 
of speaking out my mind. We iind at page 47 of the Budget Estimates 
that out of t total grant of Its. 8,01,000, Bs. ^,60,W0 i« non-voted. This 
proves ftie utter want of utility of having the Councils. 

As regards the Indianisation of the Forest Service, my friend, Rai 
Harendranath Chaudhuri, has given this House all the facts and figures 
which should be an eye-opener to every one. Then I submit that as in 
the Forest Service only 0 out of 20 are Indians, so much as Rs. *1^30,000 
should not have been stated as 44 non-voted 

Then, ns regards other items, deputation and special allowance, 
Its. *51,000 is voted. Now, Sir, I fail to see how an enormous sum of 
Rs. *1,000 would be needed for deputing officers to study matters of 
forestry in foreign countries. I come from the Sunderbans in the 
Khulna district. I want the members of this House to know the rigours 
with which the forest regulations are exercised in that part of the 
country. Hon’ble members all know' that in 1919 there was a severe 
cyclone which devastated Khulna, Dacca, Raiisal, Faridpur, specially the 
major portion of the lower provinces of Bengal. After repeated applica- 
tions to the Government there was an order that the raiyats and other 
people might get (/oipato from the Sunderbans at a nominal price. That 
eimply did not put an end to their hardships. The Forest Officers are 
a body of ill-paid men. They are cut off from the ordinary communica- 
tions from the main land. They are located in places where there are 
no railway or steamer communications, no telegraphic or postal arrange- 
ments. 1 can cite instances of their hardships by telling the members 
of this House that some plac es in the Sunderbans of the Khulna district 
are situated at 'A or 4 days journey from the nearest pout office. Such 
is the state of things there that an ordinary letter takes more than JJ 
or 4 days to reach. 

Then, there urc hardships to which shikaris are put to by the Forest 
Officers. If a shikari kills a tiger, he cannot take the skin. The 
superior or the subordinate Forest Officer gets it. I would ask the 
Hon’ble Member in charge to make a personal enquiry into it and 
satisfy himself us to the number of skins whic h adorn the houses of 
the officers of the Forest Department who are working in the Khulna 
Sunderbans and 1 can give personal evidence of this. 

Now, as to the shootiug of deer and such other animals, a permit is 
granted very rarely and upon very strict terms. A shikari is not 
permitted to shoot more than one or two deer in u single trip. My 
friend Maulvi Shauisur Rahman says not more than one deer per trip 
is allowed to be killed. 

Then, Sir, there are very rigorous forest laws as regards the cutting 
of fuel and timber. Fuel has become very dear now-a-day* owing to the 
rigorous operations of the forest laws and the unsympathetic treatment 
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hy the Forest Officers; fuel has become a rare thing, especially in the 
Sunderhaiis forest of the Khulna district, Barisal and the 24-Parganas. 
I would therefore ask the Hon’ble Mem tar in charge of the Forest 
Department to instruct the Forest Officers to work the forest laws more 
sympathetically inasmuch as the illiterate and the poor raiyats have got 
to go to the Sunderhans even at the risk of their lives in order to collect 
fuel and timber which adds to the Government revenue. 

Maiilvi 8HAM8UR RAHMAN: I rise to question the wa\ in which 
the officers of the Forest Department issue (tennits to gentlemen desirous 
of going to shoot in the Nunderbans forest. Those gentlemen who nre 
desirrms of going into the reserved forests for t lie purpose of shooting 
are granted permits on payment of a license fee of lb, 20 for a term of 
six months from November to April. In the permit the gentlemen are 
permitted to shoot only one deer per trip. This seems to me to be simply 
absurd. A gentleman going from (’alcutta to the Sunderluiiis for the 
purpose of shooting has to undergo enormous cost hut is not allowed to 
shoot more than one deer j>er trip. I think this state of affairs should ta 
remedied and the limitation reasonably extended. 

Next, the peinnt fees for taking out forest produce has taen ah nor* 
mull) increased. When there is a failure of crops poorer people of the 
neighbourhood take to wood<cuftmg u> a subsidiary piofession to save 
them fioiii stnrxution, but the piohibitors fees stand in their way. 
When there is u failure of nop* they cun ilhufford to meet tin* cost fir* 
the permit. The people of the town is also adversely affected inasmuch 
as the price of fuel has been enhuueed two-fold. So it seems to me that 
Government should lower the rate of permit fees fn save the jwmrer people 
from starvation, specially when there is a large surplus in this depart* 
ment. 

Baby AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Mr. President, the motion 
before the House involves the Indianisation of one particular nervine, 
but it is, in faet, connected with the larger question namely, the 
Indian isation of the services and of the administration iu all depart- 
ments of Government. We are told in the Preamble to the Govern- 
ment of India Act : “ Whereas it is the declared policy of Parliament 
to provide for the increasing association of Indians in every branch 
of the Indian administration/* and so on. Now, Sir, the question 
that I would ask is — is the Government loyally carrying out that policy 
laid down in the Government of India Act? It is said that we, the 
Swarajists, are the wreckers of the constitution. The question is that 
here we insist upon increasing the association of Indians, increasing 
the Indianisation of the service; and it is the Government that opposes 
that policy. If they do not oppose the policy in profession, in actual 
practice they oppose it. The question, therefore, arises-^who are the 
wreckers of the conjfitution — we, the much maligned Swarajists, or 
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those who are responsible for the administration of the Government 
of India Act : Now, it is said that we ought to co-operate, and in order 
to enable us to co-operate, here we are offering the services of Indians 
in this department — and that co-operation is refused. Does co-opei&tion 
only mean 'giving our votes tor the Ministers’ salaries? The question 
ia— why are Indiaus not taken into this department. Is it because 
there are no competent men available among Indians — is that the real 
reason? I, for one, am not prepared to admit it. I know that Indians 
are as much competent as Europeans and I shall not overstate my 
case and I shall put it very modestly if I say the average Indian or 
the average Bengalee is certainly not less competent than the average 
Englishman. Or is it because Indians are the children of the soil, 
they should not, a»« a matter of principle, be taken into the service of 
the country? India is a country where it is a great disqualification 
to be an Indian — that is the greatest disqualification of an Indian. It 
is a matter of common knowledge that those who are for the time being 
in power, oppose this policy. The charge that 1 would biing against 
the administrators in this connection is that of extreme selfishness on 
their part for their own kith and kin, in preference to the children of 
the soil, whose administration they have taken upon themselves. The 
term “government by law established in this count iv is a great 
fiction . 

5 i %lf. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: 1 rise to support the 
motion. The demand that has been made by the hon’ble mover seems 
to be quite modest. He says that the percentage of Indians in the 
higher services of the Forest Department should he increased to 75 
per cent. I do not think there can be any one in the House who can 
oppose such a motion as it has been put before the House. I would 
like, Sir, to draw the attention of Government to one particular fact, 
i.e. % the number of appointments held by the Muhammadans in the 
higher services. I am told that there is not a single Muhammadan 
in the whole service. Why is this the case? It is up to Government 
to see that an udequate number of Muhammadans are taken in and 
I am particularly in favour of increasing the number because we know 
that it is necessary that the Indians should have a larger share in 
the administration of the country he they Hindus or Muhammadans 
and in caaes where Muhammadan candidates are forthcoming they 
should also have their proper share in the administration of this depart- 
ment. I hope, Sir, that all the members of the House will agree to 
the proposition that the Indians should be taken in in larger number in 
the Forest Department. 

Of. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA; T am sorry I am uuabie to 
agree with tuy hon'hle friend, Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. He says 
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mi.) 

that the fthliey of the Government of India which in to secure an 
increasing 1 association of Indiana in all the departments of ndministra- 
tion has not been maintained. 

’» 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAi On a point of personal expla- 
nation. I did not say the jxdicy of the Government of Indio — I wish 
I could have said that — what I said was the policy of the Government 
of India Act. 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I stand corrected. The 
policy of Parliament is to increase the association of Indians in this 
branch of administration as well as in (lie other brunches. I think 
this policy has been fully maintained. If we look at the figures, we 
find that the establishment charges are increasing every year, and in 
the coining year the establishment charges will show a further increase. 
How can this increased expenditure be incurred without employing a 
larger number of Indians ? Well, in the coining year a larger number 
of coolies will have to ho employed to collect the forest produce, and 
that will surely satisfy tic* provisions of the Government of India Act. 
T think my friend is wrong in holding the view he has expressed. 


The Hon’ble Nawafe Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Sir, the Government of India frame rules 
for the recruitment of officers in the Imperial Forest Service and there 
is no dearth of Muhammadan officers in that service. I can show from 
the Civil List that from 192‘I to the present day out of C appointments 
only one was given to a Eerojman and the rest to Indians. I ran read 
out the names— 

Mr. Sukumar Chaudhuri. 

Mr. Robert Ian Ma alpino. 

Mr. Niranjan Pal. 

Mr. Salahuddin Ahmed Yusuf. 

Mr. Mushtaq Ahmed. 

Mr. Jogendra Chandra Nath. 

In the Provincial Service all the officers are of Indian domicile. 
Therefore that objection cannot be maintained. There are two classes 
of forests — reserved and protected. The latter are managed by the 
Collectors and in these people can get fuel very cheaply. So, I do 
not think any objection can be maintained. 
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Tie motion that the demand of Be. 4,41,000 under the head “ 8B — 
B- Establishment ” be reduced by Re. 1 was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


Ahamad, Maulvi Aaimuddin. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kaoiruddin. 

Alt, Maulvi Sywd Nauohor. 

Atiqulloh, Maulvl lyod Md. 

•agthi, Sabu Romm Chandra. 

•anorjoa, Or. Framathanath. 

Banorjm, Sabu Fromotha Nath. 

•aou, Mr. F. C. 

•iawaa, Maulvi Abdul Util. 

Chattorjm, Srijut Sljay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Nai Harandranath. 

Oaa Gupta, Dr. 4. M. 

Oatta, Sabu Ahhll Chandra. 

Obaaa, Sabu Amarandra Nath. 

Ohaab Maulik, Sabu Safyandra Chandra. 
Oaf ran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Gupta, Mr. 4agmh Chandra. 


Addamo-WJIIiamt, Mr. C. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. 
Chakravarti, tha Han'bla Mr. Byomkm 
Ohaudhuri, tha Hon'blo Nawab Bahadur 
•aiyid Nawab All, Khan Bahadur, of 
Ohanbari. 

Oaapar, Mr. C. 0. 

Orawfard, Mr. T. C. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

Dana Id, tha Hanbla Mr. 4. 

Drummond, Mr. 4. 0. 

Dull, Mr. Q. S. 

Iddla, Mr. A. MaO. 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. 8. M. 
Parraatar, Mr. 4. Campbatl. 

Ohumavi, tha Han bla Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu 
Ahmad Khan. 

•ilahrlat, Mr. N. N. 

Qaanka, Rai Bahadur Badrklaa. 

Aamaa, Mr. F. K. 

4annaway, Mr. 4. H. 

Laird, Mr. N. B. 

Lataaa tar, Lloutonant*Colonot 4. 0. H. 
Llddalt, Mr. M. c. 


Hoquo, Kaxi Emdadul. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi EkramuL 
Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvi Tamituddin. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mawla, Maulvi Chaudhury Qolam. 
Mukarjaa, Srijut Taraknath. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamour-- 
Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

•adoqua, Maulvi Mohamad. 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

San, Babu Nagontfra Nath. 

San Bupta, Mr. 4. M. 


Lindaay, Mr. .1. H. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mazumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunatb. 
MoClutkia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, Sir Provaah Chundar. 

Mabarly, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Ordiah, Mr. 4. E. 

Fhalpa, Mr. Travar 4. 

Fhilip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Frantiaa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Raikat, Mr. Fraaanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Nagondra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Han’bla Mabaraja Bahadur 

Kthaunith Chandra, af Nadia, 
hay Ohaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Saahaa, Mr. F. A. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabat! Mahan. 
Stuart-Williamo, Mr. S. C. 

T h a mp aan, Mr. W. H. 

Tra vara, Mr. W. L. 

Waa dk a ad , Mr. 4. A. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 33 and the Noes 40, the motion was lost, 

Mr, P, C. BAIU: May I ask for a ruling. Sir? Rai Jadunatb 
Masumdar Bahadur who has himself tabled a cut by Re. 1, I am told, 
has gone into the “ Noes fj> lobby and voted with Government. Is bn 
entitled to do that ? 

Mr, PRBltDSNT: 1 think he can vote in any way he liken. 

•* 
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Hie motini that a sum of R«. 11,4*1,000 be granted ior expenditure* 
Under the head© 41 8.— Forests ” and 44 8A. —Forest— Capital outlay 
charged to Revenue ” (pages 40 and 49, Civil Estimate) was then put 
and a division taken with the following result: — 

Am 


AddamfrWitliama, Mr. C. 

Abamad, Maulvi KaMruddin. 

Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi fmaduddin. 
Atiqutiah, Maulvi Syad Rd. 
limn, Maulvi Abdul Latif. 

Chakra varti, tha Han’bla Mr. Byamkaa. 
Chaudhuri, tha Han'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ati, Khan Bahadur, af 
Ohanbari. 

C aa pa r, Mr. C. B. 

Crawfard, Mr. T. C. 

Da. Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. a. a. 

Danatd, tha Han'bla Mr. d. 

Drummartd, Mr. 4 . 8. 

Dutt, Mr. 8. t. 

Etfdia, Mr. A. MaO. 

Parnqui, Khan Bahadur K. 8. M. 

Parraatar, Mr. 4 . Campball. 

8haah Maulik, Babu tatyandra Chandra. 
Qhumavi, tha Han'bla Hadji Mr. A. K. 

Abu Ahmad Khan. 

Sllahriat, Mr. It. N. 

Oaanha, Rai Bahadur Badrldaa. 

8a»ran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Atixul. 
Muq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul. 
Huaaln, Maulvi Syad Maqtoul. 
laafiail, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad, 
damaa, Mr. P. C. 
dannaway, Mr. d. H. 

Khan, Khan tahih Maulvi Muanam Ali. 


Lahin, Mr. Basanta Kumar. 

Laird, Mr. ft. B. 

Laiaaatar, Liautanant-Calanal d. 6. H. 
LMdall, Mr. H. 0. 

Lmdaay, Mr. d. H. 

Matuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Maxumdar, ftai Bahadur dadunath. 
MtCluakit, Mr. 8. T. 

Mittar, Sir Pravaah Chundar. 

Mabarly, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Oatan, Mr. E. P. 

Ordifth, Mr. d. E. 

Phtlpt, Mr. Travar d. 

Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. 0. K. 

Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Oab. 

Ray, Btbu Nagandra Naravsn. 

Ray, tha Han'bla Maharaja Bahadur* 
Kvhauniah Chandra, at Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhun, Mr. K. C. 

Ray. Mr. S. N. 

SaahM, Mr. P. A. 

Sadaqua, Maulvi Mthamad. 
tarkvr, Rai Sahib Rabati Mahan, 
tattar, Khan Sahib Maulvi Abdut. 
StuarrWifliama, Mr. S. 0. 

ThempMn, Mr. W. H. 

Travar*, Mr. W. L. 

Waadhtad, Mr. d. A. 

Wardtwarth, Mr. W. C. 


A ha mad, Maulvi Aaimuddia. 
Bagahi, Babu Rantaa Chandra. 
Banarjaa, Dr. Pramatbanath. 
Ba narjaa, Babu Pram a tha Nath. 
Baau, Mr. P. C. 

Cbatttrjaa, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 
Cbaudburi, Rai Ma r an d ranath. 
Daa Qupta, Dr. d. Si. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 
8bm , Babu A mar and r a Nath. 
Bupta, Mr. dagaah Chandra. 


ROCS. 

Haqua, Kaxi Kmdadul. 

Khan, Bahu Dtbandra Lai. 
Maiti, Babu Mabandra Nath. 
Mukarjaa, Srijut Tarahnath. 
Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 
Ray, Dr. Bidban Chandra. 
Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Barker, Babu Natiniranjan. 
Ban, Babu Naeandra Nath. 
Ban Dupta, Mr. d. M. 


Tbe Ayes being 59 and the Noes 22 the motion was carried. 

The time-limit under the head 44 8 and 8A. — Forests ” having beenr 
reached, the following motions were not pat: — 

Maulvi ASIMUDOIN A HAMAD: 44 That the demand of Rs. 9,28,000' 
under the head ‘8.— Forest (Reserved) 4 he refused (page 46, Civil* 
Estimate).” 
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Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA and Baby AMARENDRA NATH 
CHOIES “That the demand of Rs. 9,29,000 under the head * 8.— 
Forest (Reserved) ' be reduced by Rs. 100 (page 46, Civil Estimate).” 

Rai Bahadur JADUNATH MAZUMDAR: “That the demand of 

Rs. 9,29,000 in respect of ‘ Forests ' be reduced by Re. 1 (page 46, Civil 
Estimate)/’ 

Maulvi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: “ That the demand of Rs. 2,14,000 
under the head ‘8A. — Forest — Capital outlay charged to Revenue 
(Reserved) ’ be refused (page 49, Civil Estimate)/’ 

OA. — Sohaduled Taxes. 

5-15 i'.m. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. «l. A. Woodheid): In the absence of the Hon’hle Mr. Donald, 
may I have your permission, Sir, to move the motion standing in hifc 
name? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V cs, you have my permission. 

Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: With the concurrence of His Excellency 
the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 15,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “9A. — Scheduled Taxes” (page 54, Civil 
Estimate). 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


XIII, 15, IS and 55.— Irrigation. 

Tht Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURl, 
Khan Bahadur» of Dhanharl: 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 51,38,000 
be granted for expenditure under the heads “ XIII. — Irrigation — Work- 
ing expenses 44 15. — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordi- 
nary Revenue”, “ 16. — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage Works charged to Revenue” and “55. — Construc- 
tion of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works not 
charged to Revenue” (pages 56-59, Civil Estimate). 

The construction of works connected with the flushing of the Gobru 
Naia in Murshidahad and Bhnirab in the Meherpur subdivision of the 
N&dia district, was commenced during the current year and work will 
be pushed on next year and completed in the following year. It is 
r*Uck hoped that the new Dhutkhali sluice will be completed ready for 
tfhe monsoon of 1928. 
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^The construction of the Damodar Canal was coramenml during the 
current year and the grant has been #]>ent on preliminaries such nil 
land acquisition and a broad-gauge siding to the head works for con- 
veyance of the large quantity of material for the weir across the 
Damodar; next year progress will he rapid and Rs. 17 lakhs have been 
entered in the estimate; this canal, which will cost Rs. 78 lakhs, will 
irrigate about 1,75,000 acres of new area iu the Burdwun and Hooghly 
districts and will ensure the water-supply to the Eden Canal. It is 
also proposed to commence the construction of the Bakreswar irrigation 
scheme in the Rirbhttm district next year; the cost of the scheme, 
Rs. 4,90,000, will be charged to loan funds and the area which will 
be irrigated will be 10,000 acres. 

It will be seen that with the exception of the last named project, 
the policy of the department next year will be to push on those works 
which have been begun, so as to make way for other project* which 
are under consideration. 

As the work of the department is increasing rapidly due to demands 
for an extension of irrigation, improving sanitation and the resuscita- 
tion of moribund rivers and streams, it is necessary to increase the 
staff and also the executive and suhdivisional j>osts ; with this eml 
in view it is proposed to open a new division at Bankura to deal with 
a large mini I ter of irrigation schemes in the Midnapore, Bankura and 
Birbhum districts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Altlu nigh one or two minutes are still left for 
discussion I do not propose to go further to-night. I adjourn the 
Council till 2-30 p.m., to-morrow, the 10th March, 1927. 

Dr. 4 . M. DAS CUPTA: May 1 enquire what has become of our 
petition for closing the Council to-morrow, the 10th. on account of the 
Municipal election in Calcutta? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V our j>etition has lieen forwarded to Hi* 
Excellency the Governor and I have not received any reply a* yet. f 
must, therefore, adjourn the Council till to-morrow, the 16th. 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-30 r.u,, at the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 10th March, 1927. 
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ProoMdlngo of the Bengal Logiatativo Council natM under the 
provitiom of th« Government of India Aet 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 16th March, 1927, at 2-30 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon'ble the President <R»ja Manmatha Nath Ray Chatjdhubx, 
of Santosh), in the (’hair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers and 101 nominated and elected 
members. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

Demands for grants. 

XIII, 15, 16, and 55.— Irrigation. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, 1 be* to move that th# 
demand of Its. 81,000 under the head “ 15. — Irrigation — Other 
Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenue (Reserved) — 
A. — Irrigation Works ” In* reduced h\ Re. 1 (page 50, Civil Estimate). 

Sir, 1 think I can safely presume that the member* within this- 
House are fully aware of the miserable condition of the rivers and 
waterways in Bengal and that there are various water-logged areas 
which ought to be drained properly if the agriculturists are not to 
Buffer from almost chronic Hoods and famine. But yet this department, 
which as we have it from a recent statement by the Secretary of the 
Irrigation Department before the Agriculture Commission, mainly 
maintains an establishment, and has no scheme of its own. I think 
that statement is a sufficient condemnation, and, therefore, a motion for 
a rupee cut ought to be carried in this House only upon that statement* 
If we look at the Budget Statement we find — I must confess that it ia 
very difficult to gather what is exactly the expenditure on the head 
“ Establishment ” because the Statement shows that it is apportioned 
under different heads according to the expenses incurred on them — 
that about R s, 7 lakhs is taken up for establishment only, and, if after 
spending Rs, 7 lakhs on establishment there is no scheme of thi* 
department, we do not know really what to say. We further find that 
apart from establishment expenses the other expenses mainly coma 
tinder the head “ Dredging A very considerable amount has been 
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jWBt alrea^ in the purchase of dredgers, and I was, therefore, won- 
** ^uld possibly find any subsidy to 'this department by 
Steamship companies because these dredgers by keeping open the 
nayiggfele channels really help the steamship companies much more 
than they help the poor cultivators, whose interests, I submit, should 
be the first and primary concern of the Government to look after. 
The Government are the self-appointed trustees of the poor agricul- 
turists, as we are often told, and it is their solicitude for the poor 
agriculturists that prevent them from yielding to many popular 
demands, ms we know 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. C. Aildams- Williams): On a point of order, Sir, I should like to 
say that the grant under discussion relates to the Edeu ('anal ; there 
are no dredgers on the Eden Canal at all. I submit that the member 
is out of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’bla Raja Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chaudtiuri, of Santosh). Mr. Gupta, after the statement which has just 
been made you should not refer to that. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: I took this question up under 
“ Navigation " as T was not quite sure which of the two motions, 
rtz., 153 and 157, standing against my name would be relevant. I 
really sent in a motion to the effect that I should speak under the 
Iliad “ Irrigation ", the sub-heads being “ Navigation and Drainage " 
and “ Embankment I find that motion has been split up 
into two. I submit that I shall be quite relevant to take 
it under the head “ Navigation and Drainage ". 

Mr. C. ADDAMS-WILLIAM8: It is a different head. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think, Mr. Gupta, that you had better leave 
out points of which you are not sure. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I find from the 
list of motions that out of the several motions put forth as many as 
12 or 13 are all token cuts, and 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already - decided not to take them 
together. Go oti Mr. Gupta and confine yourself to Irrigatiop* 

Mr. 40GESH CHANDRA GUPTA: I bow to your decision, Sir, 
and I shall confine myself to “ Irrigation ” mainly. We know that 
•o far back as 1920 an Act called the Agricultural and Sanitary Improve- 
ment Act was passed and really 
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irrigation, ' , 
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Mr. JOCEtH CHANDRA CUPTA: I do not m- what* re^Jy 
come* under the head of “ Irrigation I wanted to find that out I 
find that under “ Irrigation ” all these heads of navigation, embank- 
ments, and drainage, are included. So, I conclude that “ Irrigation f* 
must include all these items. May I ask the Government member* 
then what really comes under this head, because this head hM«*bjM$C 
split up by the Legislative Department. I would first like To know 
this. 

Mr. C. ADDAMi-WILLI AM8: The Eden Canal only. 

Thi HOfl’bU Mr. J. DONALD: May I suggest, Sir, that Mr. Gupta 
might now withdraw this motion as he will have an opportunity of 
raising his point while moving motion No. lo7 ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Gupta, would you like to go on l* I 
should like to know if you have changed vour mind aftei hearing the 
Government Mem her V 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: This motion has been split 
up by the legislative Department, so I really do not know under whjjji 
head it eomes. I could not also find out from the Budget Statement 
what the distinct heads are. 1 have already made that epnfession. 
If it only refers to canals, then l have got something to say on it also. 

1 suppose that the Dolai khal of Dacca comes under it. 

Mr. C. ADDAMtWILLIAMt: No, Sir. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: May I then know if there is 
anything which comes under the head “ Irrigation " except the word 
“ irrigation ", and then 1 shall know whether to s|»eak at all or sit 
dowu. 

I suppose then that in the Irrigation budget the only thing that 
comes under it is mainteuanee of establishment and nothing else. So 
I ought not to speak any thing except that it maintain an establishment. 
The bther things are “ Maintenance and Repairs ", “ Tools and Riant ", 

** Suspense recoveries on Revenue Account " : these are all which 
come under this head. I submit that we certainly do not want to 
maintain an establishment at such a cost, and I formally move this 
motion. 
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t ■ .Mr. C. AftOAMt-WILUAM: Sir. item * e in nothing realff to reply 
to. A, penwaTof the budget figure* will show that only R*. 1ft lakh* 
of the whole budget in for establishment a* against the total 
expenditure for next year of about Bs. 51 lakhs. I oppose this motion. 
The motion of Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta was then put and lost. 


The following motion was railed hut not moved : — 


trijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: “That the demand of 
Set 95J0OO under the head ' 15 A. — Irrigation Works * he reduced by 
If eC l ‘(page 56, (Mvil Estimate)." 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 Iwg to move that 
the demand of Its. 5,84,000 for maintenance and repairs under the 
head “ 15B. — Navigation, Kniluinkuierit and Drainage Works” he 
reduced by Re. 1 (page T2, Budget). 

Sir. thanks are no doubt due to tin* Government for presenting the 
Irrigation budget nowadays with greater details than liefore. But, 
although those details go a great way <0 make the Irrigation budget 
intelligible. \et they are insufficient to ex plain the whole scheme and 
scope of the Irrigation budget and certainly they do not throw light 
on all the various items of the litigation budget. 

2-45 f vt. 

That is the reason. Sir. v. li\ the previous sjieakcr was lauded in 
Uilkeulty and that is also the source of the difficulty not only of the 
new members but also of Mime of ihe old members ton. 1 would there- 
fore suggest that the Irrigation budget should be presented with fullei 
cletails in future so that members of the Council may understand all 
the various items of the demands for grants. 

* >'oV coming to the motion under discussion I have two objects it 
view in moving this motion, namely. f*tM of all to have a difficulty 
which 1 have experienced removed and in the next place to know wba 
reduction has been made in the length of the embankments which flu 
Government or rather the Irrigation Department maintains. 

In raising these points. Sir, 1 think I am within the scope of thi 
demand. The necessity of the demand has been explained in th 
following observation in the Financial Statement: — 

*• The increase in the revised estimate is due to heavier expendttur 
than originally anticipated on repairs of the laccavi Embankment* ii 
Midnapore. The estimate for the ensuing year has been fixed a 
Re. 7 ,£9,000 in view of the extensive repairs necessary to the Goven 
ment add Taccavi Embankment*." 

Now, Sir, my first difficulty is how to reconcile the two figures, on 
given lb the Financial Statement and the other in the details. 1 
the Financial Statement on page 32 we find that under thi* head i 
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the two Mb-heade “ 16 A ” a*i “ 15 B B«. 4,90,000 under “ 15 B " end 
B#. 39,000 under “ 15 A ” have been ImdgeteB for maintenance and 
repairs. * 9bese |wo items make up a total of Rs. T,29 t 000, whereas in 
the detailed »tat«ment (I refer to page 11) total maintenance and^ejprs 
charges have, been estimated at Rs. 6,06,000. I find some difficult^ in 
reconciling these two figures. 

My next object in moving this motion is to know what steps have 
been taken by the Government to reduce the embankment ch&rgeft~~t]ke 
charges for the maintenance and repairs of the Government j^ndxaccavi 
Embankments. Sir, the Retrenchment Committee on a review* of the 
working of the Irrigation Department recommended (I refer to page 
IT of the Report) that the question of the maintenance from provincial 
revenues of about 1,000 miles of embankments may be ^nsJdeVed. 
u We understand that in some instances ” the Committee further 
observed, ** landlords have been relieved of the liability in thfa ^natter 
and substantial additional charges to their estates/’ Although the 
Government have dissented from the latter part of this recommenda- 
tion, yet so far as the principal recommendations are concerned the 
Government in their decisions on the Report of the Retrenchment 
•Committee observed that “ they whole-heartedly accepted the recom- 
mendations of the Committee and the matter is under investigation 
by a sperm! officer. The final report from the spec ial officer is awaited 
and saving cannot he estimated except as mentioned in paragraph' 
45”, that is, in 192‘J t the matter was under investigation. But fill 
now we do nett know what steps have been taken by the Government 
to reduce the c harges under this head. On the contrary we find 
in this budget the Government is providing more money for Ae mairi- ■ 
^tenanee and repairs of the Government and Taccavi Embankments in 
fi the next year. 

I should therefore like to know what are the reasons which have * 
led the Government to budget a larger amount of money next year 
.and what steps have been taken to reduce expenditure under this head. 

Matllvl 9YSD MAQBUL HUSAIN: I support this motion on 
taecount of the policy of Government in unequal distribution of these 
irrigation embankments and drainage works in all the disf ripis % J|y 
suggestion to the Government is that there should be investigation of 
nil the drainage works, district by district, and u scheme slmufit*!* 
Aken in band by the Government. I know in Chittagong there are 
Wfctfy drainage schemes which are lying dormant for want 'aj*fund|. 
Hi for instance there is the Chaktai khal which runs into |he twgi- 
It ia going to W silted up and we do not know whether it ft to be 
drained and when. There is a large tract of land in Phatikelutfi called 
^ihe Cilonia Bee! which is always under water. We have been seein g 
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tfu stati offings fgr many years amf^ho steps have yetlwen taken 
to drain hut that tract of land and the* results# that the ^pighbourtnjf 
placet have become hot- beds of malaria ana other ^disease*. Water- 
hjacinth is dBb growing there. There is another khal, called the Phttf* 
rangh khal, which was originally a natural khal, but which has becrtiue 
silted up and the lands on both sides are lying fallow and nothing 
grows there. These ought to be investigated by Government and the 
drainage work of some of them should be taken up now. So my sug- 
gestion is that in future the Government should investigate district by 
district all the drainage schemes and should take in band those schemes ,, 
which are very urgent and necessary instead (if only tuking up the 
irrigation and drainage schemes in one part of the province. With 
these wojds 1 beg to support the motion. 

MmI dOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Sir, this matter 
is rather of a technical nature and so fur as I am concerned I have not 
been able fo follow all the recommendations that have 1hh*i» made in the 
budget. There is one point, however, which I have failed to discover 
in thisbudget and 1 shall l»e very glad if the Hon'hle Member in charge 
of the Irrigation Department will explain this point. The point I want 
to refer to is as to what steps have Wen taken or are proposed to be 
taken in connection with the recommendations that were made by 
Dr. Bentley in his report on mulariu and agriculture. I hope members 
will remember that some time ago a resolution wus passed in this House 
to the effect that there should Is* a survey of the waterways in BepgaL 
jSAffuil to discover as to whether in the present year any provision fiSSf* 
Wen made for any steps for such a survey. There can be no doubt^ 
that the question of waterways and water channels and rivers in Beng&l* 
is a Very serious one and Dr. Bentley has dealt with this point \ r ery 
elalmrately in his able report on malaria and agriculture. As regard* 
the recommendations there is only one sentence in his report to which 
I wpuld draw* the attention of the House. He says: “Irrigation must 
be thf watchword of Bengal rather than drainage”. He ha# established 
very satisfactorily the connection between agriculture and malaria aml^j 
that both depend upon a careful survey of the rivers and water channel# 
of Bengal. 

h SpUking of North Bengal, I may mention several rivers which are 

^ t dying aud it is a long established fact beyond any doubt that 
dhring rivers have very intimate connection with what is edited 
the 4flag race. Therefore, when we hear such big schemes regarding 
fin* in age, irrigation and embankments, I think it will he very inters**- 
Mg fo^ the members of this House to know as to what step* Government y 
is proving seriously to take with regard to the re-excavation tf 
these Jviqg waterways and channels. With these words I support tb* 
motion, ; J " 
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Mmi NACENORA NATlTSEN: Sir; I *ho^d lay" Won $« 
nlembers of ike j^ouse a^at tty Government has been doing all thesfe 
yean. I jromld take tip one portion of the province **lying between w 
Bhagiiathi on' the one side and Padma on the other and ibich is cal^jS 
the Bai0Ud and which corresponds more or less with the Presidency 
division. First of all I shall take the river Gotai. is well 
kj^jjwn fhat the Eastern Bengal Railway has constructed a bridge 
over this river near Kushtea. This river supplies sweet water 
to the other rivers in the Presidency Division. When bridge 
was constructed there was no sufficient margin for the entrance 
of sweet water into the other rivers. Take the case of Ichk^ 
mati and Bhairab. These rivers were formerly swells w *fc r 
rivers. Readers of Babu Satish Chandra Mitter’s History of Jesdore 
know very well that in former times no rivers of Khulna and Barisai 
were saline. The tract of the country which is watered by the* Kvers 
Bhagirathi, Ichamati, Megna and Kopadak has never had any incursion 
of the saline water, hut owing to the formation of silt at the mouths 
of these rivers, which take off their source at some points in the Nadia 
district, the inlet of sweet water is prevented so that there is g^veiy 
great rush of saline water from the sea, with the result that these rivers 
contain no sweet water for a great portion of the year; consequently 
there is a great scarcity of drinking water during the major portion of 
the year in the district of Khulna, from which I come and of which 
I can speak from personal knowledge. In reply to the question I put^ 
Government stated that absolutely no steps were l>eing taken to dredge 
or canalise the portions of the rivers Bhairab, Ichamati and Kopad&k 
which are already dying out. If these rivers cannot be watered by the 
sweet water of the Ganges, I fail to see the use of having the Irrigation 
Department. 

3 J\M. 

* 

With regard to the activities of the Irrigation Departmentta the 
/Madaripur Bil route is the chief item which concerns the Irrigation 
m Department. The question, however, is whether the Madaripur Bil 
iWte is maintained for the convenience and interests of the steamship 
companies or the general public. ’ r 

< 

a Tjaen, I take up the Alaipur river. A few years ago, the sttStfet <$lr 
bought to the attention of Government and Government Vas^pTftsed 
to state, in reply to a questiou, that although the Alaipttr 
dying out (no boats can pass through it during the rains)^ sepetnlg 
Waterway was provided by the Madaripur Bil route, as & eke attain- 
ment o! a port or particular place is the chief objective 
f Government has been sadly neglecting the river Bhairab 
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remit that ft major portion of the Khulna district hat now become ^ 
hot-bed of malaria. The water cannot U fluked out- end there is no 
drainage system. * . '* 

Now, the ^fadariptfr Bil mute coum» 0 ta the Madhumati wtt1f ,, *tb§ r 
Ix>wer (muaf* river. All dredging operations have been confined* W 
this lowe#portion. The Upper Kumar river has never been taken up, 
consequently it is dying out and no boats can pans through it. liy 
friend, Babu Surendra Xath Biswas, will make another speech with 
regard toihe dredging of the Upper and Isiwer Kumar river. I druw the 
attention of the IloiPble Member in charge to utter apathy, utter 
IfiiHlghtlessness aud utter negligence with which these rivers are treated 
by*the Irrigation Department. 


Mr. C. ADDAMS-WILLIAMS: The figure* which Rai llurendra- 
nuth 'ftandhuri wa> unable to trace in the budget huve, I think, l*en 
explained to him, and I hope he is satisfied of their correctness. He 
has lift out the whole of the figures for one circle. The sum of 
Its. 6,06,000 that he mentioned was the total of one circle only. 
Actu^ly, the figures agree on being totalled. 

Then, in regard to the question of embankments, the Retrenchment 
Committee suggested that Government should look into the 
question of embankments, in order to see whether it was possible 
to abandon any of them. That question. Sir, has Ikm»u thoroughly 
examined since that report was submitted to Government. These 
ehibanlyjpents have existed in Bengal, we do not know how , 
long, perhaps many many years, and to go and cut them down 
without making proper enquiries as to what the results would be, 
wouldrbe a policy of folly. There are. however, certain embankments 
in the Midnapore district, in the Ghatal subdivision, which Govern- 
ment have decided to abandon — the Panna circuit, a greater jxirt ion of 
the Ghatal circuit, 12 miles of the Selye left embankment and the 
remaining embankment on the right bank of the Selve — the aggregate 
of thmfe 4 embankments is about Ho miles. We have not been able t$ A 
find a%**bther case in which we can abandon embankments without * 
^bringifig about tremendous damage to the country. In regard to 
incr^aM ^expenditure on the embankments in the Midnapore district 
fag next ^egr* the increase is wholly accounted for bv the fact that lalf 
yegr, there was an abnormal flood in the Knlighai river which drowned 
"dm ptybawjv one-half of the Contai subdivision. The additional gf 
i# required tp repair the large breaches which happened during that 
EM. Jfeyond abandoning the few embankments that I have men* 
fftMli<U-l <m%Qt eee how the expenditure on these embankments can 
redweftdanjUTurther. 




* * to the Chaktai khal which, I understand, is ii* tho 


x #■ 


district, the matter was re-examined only recently, and we 
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Lave fqund that there is a laiye sand chfr at the mouth of the khal in 
%he Karfiafuli. JQiis s%nd bank eitencJs out into th* river about a 
thousand feet. The river has a strong tidal ebb and flow and if wjp 
frejp to dredge a channel between the bank *of the river to the deejf^ 
channel of the Karnafuli opposite the mouth of the Chaktai khal, that 
fclfannel would he silted up again probably in a few hours, ah? it would 
be waste of money. In regard to the interior portion of the khal, 
Government consider that if any improvement is to be made, it is the 
duty of the local bodies to take it up. 

It has been stated, Sir, that the Irrigation Depart ment’tdoes not #ay 
very much attention to the eastern portion of the province. 
is quite true, but what is the reason Y The reason is that * we 
have insufficient staff, but in order to overcome the difficulty 
we are now going into the question of expanding the Ijrjg&tion 
Department, not only to enable us to deal with the problems 
in the Chittagong and other districts in that vicinity also 

north of the Ganges in Rajshahi. As matters stand at the |Rresfcnt 
moment, I am afraid we cannot do very much though we are doing 
Home thing in those parts which are outlying areas. # 

Then, Sir, in regard to the survey of the waterways, one member 
stated that he was unable to find any provision in the budget for surveys, 
^his provision is really included under the head “ Miscellaneous 
Its. 31,000. We have already done a large number of surveys of varioup 
rivers throughout the greater portion of the province, but the riversr* 
will not be improved merely by surveys, and we have to take up the 
cases one by one for improvement as they arise and it is not advisable 
to dissipate the staff in making surveys when that staff is requxjijd for 
actual construction or maintenance. We are, however, doing wfcatever 
we can in this direction. 

Another member stated that Irrigation should W the watch-word of 
tfhis department. I am in entire agreement with him, ami where cases 
arise of sanitary improvement, we always go into the question as to 
whether we cannot find a supply of water, that is to say silt-laden water, 
to flush the land or the river that we wish to improve. It has bee# % 
* fated that the Gorai and Ichamati bridges obstruct the flow if water 
an those rivers. There is no proof whatsoever of this. We havefajpn 
detailed observations at these bridges and we have found no evidence 
whatsoever of obstruction. Then, in regard to the scarcity of water 
Aue to saline water in the rivers, all our projects are being resigned 
witk-the object of obtaining fresh water to flush them which #ill result 
qh pushing the salt water further to the south. * 

In regard to the Alaipur khal, we hope to put a project Wlcrthe 
ibudget of 1928-29 for the canalisation of this rhannel/ The^ffp^ir 
Kumar river has not been dredged because 
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boat roufi^hor a steamer rou%and ifW improrb iltdb much, shall* 
then increase otfr difficulties on thl MaBaripuf Bil rfltite by the intro* 
duction o! more stad. * 

Sir, with these words I oppose the motion. 

■r *> 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, may I ask it 

question? Government promised after the issue of the report of J&e 
Retrenchment Committee to investigate into the question of the* 
Taocavi Embankments, and further stated that a special officer was 
dqputed to inquire into the matter. Is the Government prepared to* 
itaypn the table a copy of the report made bv the special officer? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (th* 
Hoft’bfc Nawab Bahadur faiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 
Of Dhanhari)* There is no such report at all. 

3-15 fei. 

*** 

The motion that the demand of Its. 5.84,000 for maintenance am! 
repai|# under the head “ 15B. — Navigation, Embankment uiw} 
Drainage Works ” lie reduced by He. 1 was then put and lost. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : l beg to move that thg 
demand of Rs. 3,(>4,fM)0 for establishment under the head “ 15B.4- 
‘Navigation. Embankment and Drainage Works ” be reduced by He. L 
(page 32. Budget ). 

This year the establishment charges are going to 1 h* increased by 
the opening of u new irrigation division at Bankura and a new 
irri ou subdivision at Midnapore. Sir, I have again to refer to 
the report of the Retrenchment Committee und the Government 
decisions on the recommendations of the report. The Retrenchment 
Committee observed: “ the total expenditure of the department during 
the current financial year is estimated in the budget to be Rs. 8$ 
lakhs *\ 44 The establishment charges amount to Rs. 9,29,000 

distributed among the various works, of which Rs. 1,07.000 is debited 
" lo capital works ”, and with reference to the recommendation of the 
RetjpnHiraent Committee to reduce the Establishment charges of this 
department, the Government in the statement of their decisions wflji 
regard to the Retrenchment Committee report said that “ the matter 
was uqder investigation by a special officer. A saving of Rs. 1,29,000 
tfas anticipated in 1924-25 and Rs. 3.80,500 in subsequent years ou 
account of establishment, etc.” The Government hoped at the time 
that there would be a net reduction of about Rs. 4 lakhs from 1924-2JE- 
onwards, but we find that instead of a reduction the establishment 
charges, efc M are going to be increased. Not only recently wo 
, 'Enow that a*1 war division has been opened at Khulna 
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Mr. C. AOMM % ILL I AMS : It w»» opened some yeeje ago. 

R.i HARENDRANATH OHAUDHUR),: I know it was opened 
probably in 1923. That was opened behind our back without showing 
any charges in the budget at all and it was only by way of a question 
that we came to know of it. We find that the establishment charges 
are going to he further increased by opening new irrigation divisions 
at Bankura and Midnapore ; but so far as I know the circle under which 
these divisions will come is not much overworked. In the older 
districts there is not much work to do and so if the Government at all 
thinks it necessary to open a new division at Bankura why cannot some 
of the old divisions be done away with and the charges in connection* 
with the old establishments be reduced? That is my point. 

Mr. C. ADDAMt-WlLLlAMI : Sir, there has really been a 
reduction in (he establishment charges of the Irrigation Department. 
In the year 1925-26 the total establishment budget amounted to 
Its. 11,42,000; in 1926-27 — I am placing the figures on the same^basis 
"for comparison — the expenditure was Rs. 11 lakhs or rather the 
estimated expenditure was Its. 11,21 ,000, a reduction of Rs. 21,000. 

•* For next year, after excluding any establishment churges on contri- 
bution works, the total expenditure will be Its. 12,82,000, but this sum 
r contains a figure of Its. 1,27,000 for rents of offices in the Imperial 
Secretariat. Deducting that sum we are left with a sum of 
Its. 11,55,000. The additional cost due to the opening of the Bankura 
division is 11s. 10,000 and the additionl cost on account of the Damodar 
Canal construction is Its. 38, IKK) — total Rs. 54,000. If we deduct 
this amount from Its. 11,55,000 we get Rs. 11,01,(KK). Therefore in 
1925-26 the expenditure was Rs. 11,42,000, in 1926-27 ll,21,000r^nd 
for next year ltv 1 1,01, IKK). There lias actually, therefore, been 
a reduction in the establishment charges. It is not correct to say that 
the circles are not overworked. The amount of work in the department 
at present is so heavy that it is almost impossible to deal with it and 
rather than reduce the charges it is necessary to increase them. Sir, I 
oppose the motion. 

The motion of Rai Harendranuth Chaudhuri was then put and 
lost. % 

Mr. 40GEIH CHANDRA GUPTA : 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 13,19,000 uuder the head ** 15. — Irrigation — Other 
Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenue (Reserved) — B 
— Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works ” be reduced by 
Re. 1 ( page 56. Civil Estimate). 

Sir, I will only address one'* enquiry' to the Member in charge) of the 
department and that is this; this House would very' much like to 
know how much has been spent and what steps have been taken since 
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file panning of ike Agricultural and SantfcaryJlm paarement Act. It 
there anjT qpheme before the Irrigation Department either from tht 
Agriculture or the Sanitqfy Department or do they find the Act un- 
workable? I think the replies to these questions would satisfy me. 
If, of course, they have not taken auv steps up till now and if they find 
that the Act is unworkable, it is desirable that the Irrigation Depart- 
ment, in consultation with the Agriculture and Sanitation Departments 
or whatever it may be, should proceed to solve the difficulty. 

On the Hon'ble the President calling upon the Hon'ble Nawab 
Bahadur to reply Mr. Addams-Williams rose to reply on his behalf. 

Bate JITENDRALAL BANERJEE : On a point of order. I 
understood you to call upon the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur to reply. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Yes, 1 called upon the Hon'ble Member, but 
he can authorise his Secretary to reply on his behalf. 

Babu JITENORALAL BANERJEE ; Can a Hon’ble Member 
delegate his right to his Secretary? 

Mr. PRESIDENT S There i» no question of delegating his right.’* 

I think, Mr. Addums- Williams can speak for the Hon'ble Member in , 
charge of the department. 

Mr. C. ADDAMS-WILLIAMS S Sir, there are two or three schemes 
which will now be taken up under Act VI of 1920. In the agricultural 
budget a scheme has been included for a large work, the construction 
of. which will be started next year, i.c., the ( Jungakhuli-Suadighi 
scheme in the Midnapore district. I lielieve this is the first scheme 
of any magnitude to be undertaken under this Act. Then* has not 
been any particular difficulty in working the Act: we have several 
other large schemes which have Iwen worked up under this Act, one of 
which is called Bhairab No. II; that is designed to flush the Bhairab 
on those reaches on which the town of Jessore is located. That scheme 
was sent to the Collector some time back to take action: two schemes 
have been sent to the Collector of the 24-Pnrganas, and we have, I 
suppose, about 40 or 50 schemes that we are working at now with a 
view to taking action under this Act. Therefore, Sir, the Act is quite 
workable and we are doing as much work as we can under it. I oppose 
the motion. 

The motion of Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta was then put and lost. 

KMft Snhife Maulvi ABDUS SATTAR s I be* t:- move that the 
demand of Rs. 14,46,000 under the head ** 16. — Irrigation M ba 
seduced by Ra. 31.000 (page 66, Civil Estimate). 
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Sir, the reason wftch prompted me to put in this amendment are 
these first of all I notice on page 56 that under “ Miscellaneous 
Expenditure-— Voted n Rs. 31,000 has been, put and on the same line 
I find minus Rs. 9,000. The actuals of 1926-26 are Rs. 15,756 and 
there is another item, viz., N on-voted, where I find minus something 
which I do not understand and this item it appears has got no meaning. 
What I mean is this. Miscellaneous expenditure might mean any- 
tl|ing and everything. I cannot understand why under this head “ le- 
gation ”, where we have definite schemes and lots of other scheme** which 
are not properly looked after, such a large amount has been set apart 
for miscellaneous expenditure. It is rather strange that such a large 
sum should be put in an important budget of this nature without show- 
ing the items of expenditure it represents, and one of the objects of 
my motion is to elicit information on this point. My second reason is 
this : us has been complained of by other members who have preceded 
me, there has been an unequal distribution of the amount under this 
head and so far as my district of Chittagong is concerned I join issue 
fBitli my friend Maulvi Maqbul Husain. There are several important 
schemes regarding which something should In* done, but as things 
stand at present there is no sign to show that in future it will be done. 
^Therefore I want a definite explanation as to the items on which this 
amount is going to be spent and what is the meaning of these minus 
somethings. 


Mr. C. ADDAM8-WILLIAM8 \ Sir, the item of Us. 31,000 
includes two items for surveys — one of lls. 11, (KM) for the cost of 
surveys now in progress and one of Rs. 15, (KM) for any new surveys 
that will have to be undertaken next year. That makes Rs. 26,000 
and the balance of Rs. 5,000 is due to the pro rata distribution of 
establishment, tools and plant. In regard to the minus figures which 
seem to have worried the mover these are really a deduction from 
establishment charges to be placed against English cost of establish- 
ment and have to go on to the High Commissioner’s budget. That 
it. the reason why they are shown minus. 


■Own Sahib Maulvi ABDU8 SATTAR S May I ask one question? 
For what survey work Rs, 11,000 has been provided? 


Mf. ft ADDAM8-WILLIAM8 5 For any survey work necessary in 
the province. 


•Own Sahib Maulvi ABDUS SATTAR s Is it for any particular 
district? 
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Mr. C, ADDAM9-WILLIAM9 t Not f«f an#*»*iouiar diftrict, 
but for particular schemes. 

The motion of Khan Sahib Maulvi Abdus Sattar was then put and 
lost. 

The following motions were railed but not moved: — 

3-30 r.u. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER : ** That the demand of 
Ra.. 14,45,000 under the head ‘ 15 — Irrigation — Other Revenue Ex- 
penditure financed from Ordinary Revenue < Reserved b * be reduced by 
Its. 100 (page 50. Civil Estimate*.” 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA, Maulvi fYED NAUIHER 
ALI, Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE and Babu ROMBi 
CHANDRA BACCHI: ” That the demand of R*. 14,45,000 under the 
head 05. — Irrigation’ l>e reduced by Re. 1 (page 50, Civil Estimate). ” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 
Rx. 3,62.000 under the head ‘XIII. — Irrigation— Cnproduotive — 
Extension- and Improvements' be reduced by Rs. 10,400, on account of * 
provision for construction of the Khulna Executive Engineer’s office- 
building- (page 15, Civil E-lunute, and page 10, Budget).” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 

Rs. 4,09,000 foi e-tublishment umler the head ‘ XIII. — litigation, 
Navigation, etc. — Works for which capitul accounts me kept * be 
reduced by R*. 52,000 (page 15, Civil Estimate).” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI ! ‘ That the demand of 
Its. 14,05,000 under the head ‘XIII. — Irrigation — B — Navigation, etc. 
— WorkB for which capital accounts are kept’ (for working expenses) 
be reduced by Re. 1 (page 9, Budget)/' 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: “That the demand of 
IK 10,02,000 under the head ‘ XIII. — Irrigation — Working expenses * be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (page 56, Civil Estimate)." 

Rai Bahadur JADUNATH MAZUMDAR : ” That the demand of 
Re. 16,02,000 in respect of 4 XIII — Irrigation — working expenses * be 
reduced by Re. 1 (page 56, Civil Estimate).” 

Mr* J* A* WOODHEAD : I beg to point out, Sir, that there are 
three other motions of the same character but in the name of different 
members, m., 161, 162 and 163. Should the movers be not given an 
opportunity of moving them? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT : I Mias been pointed out to me that with regard 
to molipns Noe. 161, 162, and 163, members against whose names they 
stand may like to move them. I should know if any one of them 
intend to do so. 

(Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali was absent.) 

Baby 4ITENDRA LAL BANER4EE : I do not want to move this 

particular motion but I will speak on motion No. 169. 

Baby ROMEB CHANDRA BACCHI : I do not want to move my 
motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I think I can now go over to motion No. 169. 

■ab« tURKNDRA NATH BISWAS: I be* to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,89,000 for construction of the locks and sluices in the Lower 
Kumar under the head “ 16. -Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works ** he refused (page 36, Budget). 

By this grant Government wants to construct some sluices and 
lock gates at the mouths of some khals which fall into the Lower 
Kumar. The river Kumar is about 40 miles in length in the district 
of Faridpur of which about 10 miles is called the Lower Kumar. The 
Lower Kumar is nothing hut a link between the bil route and the 
Arialkhan river; it is only a continuation of the bil route. Now the 
water of the Arialkhan passes into the Lower Kumar during the rains. 
From the middle of August till October the watei of Arialkhan which 
contain* silt passing into the Lower Kumar naturally deposits some 
silt in its bed. Government in order to remove that silt dredges the 
Lower Kumur every year. Now the Government wants to prevent that 
silt dp] waiting in the Lower Kumar by a natural process and thus dis- 
pense with the work of dredging. It projwsea that if a comparatively 
larger volume of water can be kept up in the Lower Kumar it may 
originate a down current and that current may prevent the water if 
the Arialkhan from passing into the Lower Kumar. This the Govern- 
ment proposes to do in the following manner. It wants to put up 
gates at the mouths of the canals which are about 6 in number for 
the purpose of regulating the influx and efflux of river water into 
those canals by the help of those gates and by doing so it wants to 
keep a larger volume of water in the Lower Kumar. But I object to 
that. My ground is that the construction of gates at the mouths of 
these khals will be the cause of their being, silted up and that will 
affect the health, agriculture, trade and communication of millions 
of people. These are the khals which supply drinking water to the 
millions of people in the interior and these are the khals which supply 
natural manure to thousands of acres of agricultural lands; these an 
the only khals which are used as means of communication of traders 
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and non-traders of several districts. Nov if. these khais are just 
closed at the mouths disastrous consequences vill follow. W|kr will 
.stagnate and become foul and malaria and other pestilences will 
prevail, agriculture will suffer and communications close, ^hua the 
interests of millions of poor people of this country will be seriously 
affected. I admit that the Lower Kumar requires protection; I admit 
alao that these khais will deteriorate along with the deterioration of 
the Lower Kumar but I suggest that the Lower Kumar be dredged 
as it is being dredged at present and that the Upper Kumar also be 
dredged. If the Cpper Kumar be dredged it will supply water to the 
Lower Kumar. At present 8 miles length of the Upper Kumar just 
up the Lower Kumar is almost dried up. 1 put in a resolution for 
dredging the Upper Kumar but unfortunately I bad no opportunity 
of moving it. Then I put in a question whether the Government 
contemplated the dredging of the Upper Kumar and the answer 1 got 
was that there were no such proposals before the Government. I apt 
sorry to soy that there ure many |>ersous to give proposals for the 
<i>nst ruction of gates at the mouths of these khais hut there is none 
to make a projMwal for dredging the Upper Kumar, the silting up 
of which means death to millions of jieople. The Government will not 
look to that. It is out for a natural process. But may I ask: Is 
there any guarantee that by putting up locks and sluice gates the 
Lower Kumar will he protected? I had a talk with the .Superin- 
tending Engineer last year. I asked him whether he could give any 
such guarantee hut he said “No**. He could not give any such 
guarantee. On the other hand he observed that it was uu experiment 
only and that the project might succeed or might fail. Should I, in 
these circumstances, allow the Government to play with* the interests 
of so many millions of people for the ftm of an experiment? Sir, 
I cannot allow the Govern men t to do so, if I can. 

**/ Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: V ou cannot. 

•«bu 8UREN0RA NATH BISWAS: My friend says I cannot. 
I know that I cannot but as I have come here as a representative of 
the poor millions of Faridpur I think it is my duty to raise my voice 
of protest against this scheme although it may be ignored. 

Now, Sir, if the Government really means to protect the river 
as it professes to do, the only best thing it can do is to dredge the 
Upper and Lower Kumar instead of putting up gates at the mouths 
of these khais. But I think the Government will not do that, because 
it has nothing else in its view except the Lower Kumar. It is very 
much interested in the Lower Kumar, not so much for the protection 
of the river as for the protection of the bil route and that also for 
the maintenance of the steamship companies. I know that the present 
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Government, the successor of a company of capitalists, will look to 
the interest of the capitalists and it befits them to do so, but I ask 
the non -Government members of this House, should they allow the 
interest of millions of people to be sacrificed for the sake of a handful 
of capitalists? Should they allow the people's money to be used 
against the people themselves for the sake of their exploiters? I hope 
they will say, no, and support me if not for my arguments but for 
the sake of humanity. With these words I submit that this project 
be given up and the demand refused. 


Baku NAGENDRA NATH SEN: I wish to add my own experi- 
ence to that of my friend Babu Surendra Nath Biswas. I have seen 
sluice gates have been constructed in the bil route portion. It the 
^fon’ble Member would only care to gauge the sentiment of the people 
in that country he will lx* convinced what immense mischief has been 
done to the people, to their agriculture, to their health and sanitation 
and 1 think he would be the last man to undertake the construction 
of sluice gates to cut oh the water. I apj>eal to him not to do »o. 
The budget says that in the coming year it is expected that work 
on the construction of the locks and sluices in the Lower Kumar will 
proceed more rapidly und hence larger provision has been made. I am 
extremely sorry for the position taken up by Government in this 
respect. If Government have any regard for the health, sanitation 
and agriculture of the country I appeal to the Hon 'hie Member to 
ascertain for himself by a personal visit to those parts of the country 
the sentiment of t he people, whether the sanitation of those places 

has deteriorated, and whether agriculture has diminished. Then he 

will he satisfied that he should not push forward this project for the 
sake of benefiting the steamship companies, but he should look to the 
interest of the larger population from whose revenue he is paid. I 
think I am entitled to some assurance from the Hon’ble Member tjgp4 * 
until and unless he has visited the i>eople and seen for himself their 

condition he will not authorise the construction of these works. I am 

told that as soon as the budget estimates are passed construction will 
be taken in hand. It is said that the High Commissioner has been 
entrusted with orders and when the sluice gates and locks are received 
construction will begin at a rapid puce. So I think we are entitled 
to ask the Hon'ble Member not to authorise any construction work 
before he sees things himself. 

Rai Bahadur JADUNATH MAZUMDAR: In the course of my 
investigations into the Kumar river, this portion of the river came 
under my observation and I ran speak from personal knowledge that 
these sluice gates are not likely to improve the Kumar river at all. 
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Of course, I apeak subject to correction by my friend, Mr. Addams- 
Williams, who is an expert and I am bnt a layman. Sir, the petition 
is this: So far as I know, the Kumar in that part flows from the 
East first towards tin* West anil then flows southward* to Arielkhan, 
the big river on which stand* Maduripur. The Madaripur Bil route 
passes through this portion which is called the Lower Kumar, but 
during the rains the silt of Arielkhan passes into this portion of the 
Lower Kumar and thereby raises the bed of the river and make* it 
difficult for big steamers to pass down. 

3-45 r.M. 

Of course I do not say that we should not keep this channel open : 
in fact, we should keep this channel open. It is an important trade 
route : it not only benefits the big merchants of Calcutta but it also 
benefits the trailers and cultivators of the locality: therefore, this 
route should be kept open. But the Irrigation Department of tl# 
Government, so far a> I can find, wants to keep this bil route ope* 
by closing the mouths of the big kinds which take their rise from the 
Kumar towards the West and which keep up a communication with 
the Western diet rifts. Their point is this: that if these gates lie kept 
open then all the water there will be kept in the channel of the Kumar, 
and, therefore, its depth will be higher during the dry season than 
it is at present on account of the water passing towards the West 
through these khals. But what I submit- and what my learned 
friend Mr. Addams-Williams knows very well that if we do not allow 
the silt of the rivers to be* debited on the low lands through these 
khals then the river will die a natural death because the silt will 
be deposited on its own bed. The Government says that this will be 
prevented on account of the larger volume of the water of the Kumar 
river coming in. But I do not think that this will happen for, a* 
Mr. Addama* Williams know* it very well that about a further six or 
seven miles up the I’pper Kumar joins the Arielkhan, and the silt 
IrWming in very large quantities in that part of the river also. This 
is a fact which my friend Babu Surendra Nath Biswas has omitted 
to mention. Well, you are going to close tbe kbals and thereby you 
will increase the silt deposit on tbe bed of the river and thus not 
only make the bil route an impossible one but also injure the crop* 
of thousands of people there inasmuch as they will not get sufficient 
water for their wet crops. Further, they will not only bo deprived of 
their drinking water but also of the means of communication. This 
will undoubtedly be a great hardship. I would, therefore, request 
Mr. Addams-Williams and the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Department to postpone this matter and to further consider whether 
it will really improve the bil route. The best thing would be to 
dredge it every year just after the rains are over— just after the 
fiood*~for that is the proper time to dredge. I believe that the dredger 
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Ronald thay is lying idle in the Hooghly, and I cannot understand why 
the dredger Ronald shay should not be employed to dredge the bil 
route every year after the rains. 

Lastly, I do not think that it is our objeci—it is not my object 
at least to hamper the Government by making a cut here and a cut 
there. In this case it is not a question of expenditure of one lakh 
or two lakhs of rupees that we are concerned with but that it is a 
question which concerns the health and prosperity — the very lives — 
of the thousands of people on the west bank of the Kumar river and 
I would, therefore, request my friend, Mr. Addams-Williams, to 
consider this matter carefully and not to do anything in a hurry. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: This is a scheme on which, 
I believe. I had a talk with Mr. Addams-Williams some time ago — I* 
think in 1925 — at the instunce of some of the people interested in that 
locality. Mr. Addams-Williams was kind enough at that time to show 
me the map of the area and also to explain the scheme in some detail. 
His whole point was this: that the Lower Kumar river was deteriorating 
and throwing up shoals. Therefore, it was necessary either to make a 
recurring provision for the dredging of the Ijower Kumar river or to 
think out another scheme — to carry out another project — which would 
secure the object of keeping the Lower Kumar river free from sliKwls. 
It is just the scheme on which the Irrigation Department hus set its 
heart, rir., the scheme of putting sluices at the mouth of the khals on 
the south-western side of the I*)wer Kumar river and of securing the 
flushing of the Ijywer Kumar river by regulating the influx and efflux 
of the water of the khals. But, Sir, while that is the Government view, 
there is no doubt that the people of the locality are unanimously opposed 
to this Government scheme. They are apprehensive that if this scheme 
be carried out, it will prejudicially affect their health, their sanitation, 
their sources of water-supply, and also the local trade and communica- 
tion. That being the case, there being so divergence of opinion between 
the people on the one hand and the Government experts job the other, 
may T suggest, Sir, that the Government should not light-heartedly 
launch on the scheme: on the other hand, the Government should 
appoint a committee of experts tto go into this matter, and if the com- 
mittee of experts approve of the Government scheme after taking into 
consideration all the arguments advanced by the people, then and then 
only the Government will be justified to put their scheme through: 
Otherwise, when the success of the scheme is at best problematical, 
when it is um*cr!ain whether the scheme will secure the object with 
which the Government is going to carry it out, 1 think, the Govern- 
ment should not antagonise the local people and should not ride rough- 
shod over the feelings of the people of the locality, and should not 
carry out the scheme in the teeth of their protests. It would be better 
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to appoint a committee of experts who will weigh and take into eon* 
aiders lion «fl the arguments for and against this scheme, and, who, if 
they are satisfied, will reoosnmend its execution, It is only by adopt* 
ing such a method that we can prevent a conflict between the Govern- 
ment opinion and the popular opinion; otherwise the local people will 
never submit to the rr parte decision of the Government ou a matter 
which they believe will vitally affect their health and welfare. 

The Hon’ble the President then called upon the lion* Me Membei in 
charge of the Department to reply, whereupon Mr. (\ Addams- William* 
rose to reply. 

Bflblf AKHIL .CHANDRA DATTA: On a point of order. Sir. Yiru 
have already ruled that if any Hon’ble Mem tier in charge of a Depart- 
ment is called upon to speak he can permit his Secretary to speak on his 
behalf: that is final and 1 do not ijuestion that. What I want to know, 
Sir, is this. Can the Secretary sjienk without the permission of the 
President? This is my first quest km. My second question is if the 
same indulgence will la* allowed to non-official members: supposing, t* 
am fortunate enough to catch yom eye. tun I* transfer my brief, say, to 
Harendra Bahu, and can he speak without your jiermission. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have already ruled that a Secretary, when 
authorised by the Ifnn'ble Member m chmge of a Detriment, tun 
have mv {X'rtnission to speak, and I think that my decision holds good. 

Baku AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, I do not challenge that. 

The question is whether the Secretary can speak without being asked 
by the President ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That permission is implied. 

BAbu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Hut T want to know whether 
the same indulgence will 1 h» allowed to non-official members. 

*Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a different matter altogether. A non- 
official member is not in eharge of any department and he speaks on his 
own .behalf whereas an Hon’ble Member in eharge of a department of 
the Government speaks on behalf of his department with whieh his 
official Secretary’ is also (vouneeted, 

Mr* C. ADDAMS-WILLI AMS: Sir. the trouble over this question 
of constructing locks and sluices on the south bank of the Lower Kumar 
river arises really out of a misunderstanding. 1 agree with much that 
bas been said here to-day by various members in regard to the undesir- 
ability of preventing silt-laden water passing out through these parti- 
cular channels. We have no such intention whatsoever — it never has 
been intended — that this silt-laden water should be cut off. As a matter 
of fact, if the water was cut off by the sluices we should find that the 
lilting in the river itself would become very’ much worse than it is at 
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ihe present day. Jt is not in our interest to do so. During the tin 
that the rivers are rising, that is to say, up to about the month < 
August, the bits are being filled with silt-laden water an 
during that time not a single sluice will be closed. We wish the sil 
laden water to pass, as it does to-day, out into the bils on the sout 
hank of this river. But what we do propose to do is on the fallin 
rivers partially to regulate their sluices. I myself went into the quei 
tion of the amount of water which was escaping through all these sid 
khals, and I came to the conclusion that it amounted to about 17,00 
cubic feet per second. We do not w’ant this quantity for keeping th 
Kumar in good order. We only require a portion of it. Now, Sii 
when the rivers are falling the bils begin to drain, and the water whic 
enters the rivers at that time is perfectly clear. Therefore, what han 
is there in stopping a fraction of this supply from passing through th 
smaller khuls and turning it out into the Arialkhan through the Kuma 
river itself? Some years ago, I think it was in 1914-15, we had similn 
trouble at the western entrance to the Madaripur Bil route at what i 
known os the Manikdaha entrance, near Gopnlganj, and we had t 
employ two of our large dredgers to maintain this entrance. I visite 
this route in September, 1914, and found the Foyers dredger dredgin, 
no less than 17 feet of silt. The following month I went there agai 
and found the Foyers dredger again dredging 17 feet of silt from tha 
same place; that is to say, in about six weeks’ time no less than 34 fee 
of silt was removed from the entrance. As a result of this trouble w 
•constructed an embankment with 13 sluices in it running along th 
aouth hank of the Madaripur Bil route, these works were brought int 
operation in 1916. Since then we have never had to use a dredger i' 
this entrance. What we did was to turn the bil water out througl 
this entrance and after so doing we prevented the silt-laden water o 
Madhumati from entering. In 1914-15 the maintenance charges fo 
the Madaripur Bil rose t<^Rs. 2} lakhs and we cleared no less than 6$ 
lakhs of cubic feet of silt from this entrance. The problem, Sir, a 
the eastern endjn the Lower Kumar is exactly a similar one &nd*%< 
propose to tackle it in exactly the same way. As I have already e* 
plained we do not intend to shut off silt-laden water from enterin) 
these khals. Therefore I oppose this motion because I think that then 
has been a great deal of misunderstanding. I may say, however, tha 
the Hon’ble Member of the Irrigation Department) will be visiting thea 
parts in July or August next and will get into touch with the loca 
people and discuss the matter with them. 

4 p.m. 


Vtai MNMhir JADUNATH MAZUMDAR: May I ask you one quee 

tion, Sir? If the water that will come into the Lower Kumar Iron 
bil* or khals be clear water, what is the use of these sluices ? 
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Mr, 0* AMAtfft-WILLIAMt: The water does not enter the Kumar 
through the khals but goes out from the Kumar through these khals. 

The motion that the demand of Its. 1,89,000 for construction pi the 
locks and sluice# in the Lower Kumar, under the head “ 16. — Construc- 
tion of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Draiuage Works *' be 
refused (page 35, Budget) was then put and a division taken with the 
hollowing result: — 


AYES. 


Ahamad, Maulvi Aaimuddiu. 

AhCMMl, Maulvi Kaairuddin. 

Atiaullah, Maulvi Syad IM. 
oaoaBi, utw Rama* casus rs. 
danariaa, Or. Framathanath. 

Baku Framalha Mat*. 
Bannarjaa, Babu Jitand ratal. 

Baas, Mr. f . C. 

limn, Babu Surandra Nat*. 

Bitwat, Maulvi Abdul Util. 

Chakra varii, Babu dasindra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu datindra Nat*. 
Cbattarjas, Srijul Bijay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Mai Herandranath. 
Cbawdbury, Maulvi K b artba d A lam. 
Oatta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Oat ta, Babu Amuiya Chandra. 

Outt, Babu Baral Kumar. 

Ohaaa. Babu Amarandra Nat*. 

Obaab Maulifc, Babu tatyandra Chandra. 
Haaua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Atiiul. 
Mimattinfka, Babu Mrabhu Oayal. 
Haaua, Kaii Cmdadul. 


M stain, Mawah Mu ah arruf , Kb«n 
Bahadur. * 

Hub, Khan Ba has ur Maulvi Chramul. 
Huaain, Maulvi tyad Maahul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muatsam Alt. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuddin. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mauls, Maulvi Chaudhury Balam. 
Maiumdar, Mai Bahadur dadunath. 
Mukarjaa, ftriiut Taraknath. 

Hakim, Sir Abd*ur*. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamauis 
Maul, Maulvi Syad Ahdur. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sahkar. 

Kay. Or. Btdhan Chandra. 

Kay, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Sadaaua, Maulvi Mahamad. 

Sarkar, Babu Nalinirsnjan. 

Saltar, Khan Sahib Maulvi Ahdua. 

Sattar, Mr. Abdaal Kaxak Malta Abdati. 
San, tabu Macandra Math. 

San, Mr, Saliah Chandra. 


NOES. 


Addama* William*, Mr. C. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kmaduddin. 
Chakra varti, tha Hanbla Mr. Byamkaa. 
Chaudhuri, tha Han’bia Mawah Bahadur 
Saiyid Kawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, #( 
Dhanbari. 


Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

Oflpaid, tha Haniria Mr. 4. 

Or bmm a nd, Mr. I. 0. 

Ault, Mr. O. S. 

earaaui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 
Ohuanavi, tha Han’bia Hadji Mr. A. K. 

Abu Ahmad Khan. 

•HahHtt, Mr. R. H. 

Pata k a, Rat Oahadur dadrfdaa. 

Huaaa in, Maulvi Latafat. 
r. F, C. 


4. C. M. 


Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Utoastar^u 

Uddan.'Kr. h. 0. 

Uneasy, Mr. J. H. 

r. L. T. 


Mr. E. T. 

6. C. 


Millar, Sir Mravaah Chundar. 

Mabarly, tha Han’bia Mr. A. N. 

Oatan, Mr. 1, F. 

Ordiah, Mr. 4. t. 

Phalp*, Mr. Travar 4. 

Fhilip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Prantlaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rabman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur*. 

Raikal, Mr. Fraaanna Dan. 

Ray, Babu Nasandra Nsrayaa, 

Ray, Mabaraia Jafindra Rath, af Malar. 
Ray, tha Han’bia Mabaraia Bahadur 
Kfthauniah Chandra, af Madia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mvt K. 0. 

Ray. Mr. S. M. 

Saahaa, Mr. F. A. 

•anyal, Bahu Saahindra Marayaa. 
SarbadhikaH, Or. Sir Dm Fraaad. 
Sarkar, Rai Sabib Rabat! Mahan. 

Shah, Mr. Ohsiam Haaanln. 

Shtnnar, Mr. S. A. 

Stusrt'Wllllama, Mr. t. 0. 

T h ampaaw, Mr. W. H. 

Tra vara, Mr. W. L. 


Wardawarth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 45, and the Noes 49 , the motion was lost. 


Af 

15 
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The following motions were called hut not moved 

tabu NALIMIRAN4AN BARKER: “That the demand of 

Bs. 2,17,000 under the head 4 10. — Construction of Irrigation, Naviga- 
tion, Embankment and Drainage Works (Reserved) ’ be reduced by 
Rs, 100 (page 58, Civil Estimate)." 

R«i NARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 44 That the demand of 
■ Bn, 17,50,000 for A.— Irrigation Works — Productive under the head 
‘5f, # — Construction of Irrigation, etc. — Works not charged to Revenue' 
be reduced by Re. 1 (page 59, Civil Estimate).*' 

* Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 44 That the demand of 
Rs. 19,800 for Navigation Works — Productive, under the head * 55. — 
Navigation, etc. — Works not charged to Revenue ’ be refused (page 59, 
Civil Estimate)." 

Maulvi EYED NAUSHER A LI : 44 That the demand of Rs. 18,59,000 
binder the head ‘ 55. — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage “Works not charged to Revenue (Reserved) ' be 
reduced by Re. 1 (page 59, Civil Estimate)." 

■abtt NALINIRANJAH BARKER: I beg to move the demand of 

Rs, 18,74,000 under the head 44 55. — Const met ion of Irrigation, Naviga- 
tion, Embankment und Drainage Works not charged to Revenue 
(Reserved)” be reduced by Rs. 100 (page 59, Civil Estimate). 

In proposing this cut my intention is to draw the attention of 
this House to the deplorable condition of the' Irrigation Department. 
It is the most irresponsible of all the Secretariat departments. Ijarge 
amounts are allotted to this department for expenditure without its 
being exposed to the same effective scrutiny bv the Finance Depart- 
ment as in the case of the others. It is practically unfetteied in re- 
gard to exjienditure, because any layman, however well-informed, who 
attempts to criticise the details of a given scheme is promptly silence^ 
by the tp$e~dirit of some technical expert, a veritable godling to 
whose tyranny the Hon’ble Member in charge, the Finance Depart- 
ment or even His Excellency the Governor has to bow. Thus neither 
in the initiation nor in the conduct of a scheme has the Department 
seriously to reckon with outside criticism. We finally come to a verit- 
able redact io ad abturdum when we remember that it is Mr. Addams- 
Williams, the Secretary who checks and passes the schemes prepared 
and to be executed by Mr. Addams- Williams the Engineer^ The 
V Budget estimates presented by the Irrigation Department are to 
splendidly unintelligible that they reduce the Hon’ble Member in . 
charge into blind acquiescence, nay more, dassle even the Hon’ble 
Mr. Donald out of his consistently negative stolidity. 

4-16 ** 
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Its very mime is a misnomer ; for the department is maintained 
Mrimerily for the upkeep of ceHaiu embankments and a few navi- 
ration canals. Of irrigation proper this department ran boast of next 
o nothing. Beyond the maintenance of the Midnapor* and Eden 
anal* there has been practically no work of any worth undertaken by 
his department from the time of its inception. The Damodar Cana! 
s, no doubt, a new departure of which I shall speak later. 


The resolution of Government published in 1924 in connection with 
hi* department makes curiously interesting readihg. I quote only one 
nun graph : 


44 As stated in the last year’s resolution, the important problems with 
rhich the Irrigation Department in Bengal have to deal are connected 
nore with the improvement of navigation and sanitary conditions and 
ontrol of flood water in the province than with irrigation projmrly so 
ailed. As reganls the improvement of navigation Government have 4 . 
ong been impressed by the necessity for developing the waterways. 

’or this pur]H»sc, three dredgers have l>een brought from England 
d which one is intended exclusively for the Grand Trunk Canal. 
Phis project has lawn held in abeyance for the present on account of 
inunciai stringency. It is expected that if the project is carried out r 
lavigatiou in the province will lie very greatly improved.** 


I ain thunkful to the author of this paragraph not only for supply* 
ng me with a correct description but also for making an admission 
hat saves me much t rouble in proving my contention. The paragraph 
ikewise tells us that the improvement of sanitary conditions is a direct 
oucern of this department. This information will, no doubt, prove 
itnusing to this House, which is only too familiar with the obstinacy 
i'ith which the Grand Trunk Canal project is being pushed through in 
he teeth of the opposition of the Public Health Department. Then, 
kgain, there is the Magrahat drainage scheme which was supposed to 
it designed to effect the sanitary improvement of the area as well, but 
its in fact resulted in an increase of malaria and a consequent arrest 
n the increase of population. 

The efficiency of this department can be judged from the following 
acts: The total capital expenditure by this department in Irriga* 
ion works proper is about Its. 85 lakhs with a net revenue of about 
Ha. 42 thousand or practically half per cent. The total capital expends 
ore on navigation works is a little over three crores with a deficit of 
scarly three lakhs per year or minus one per cent. It is incomprehen- 
lible how the department rati continue to be run in this way without 
Doming to be an intolerable burden on the people. In fact, it is already 
bankrupt beyond recovery. The capital obviously cannot be repdfd ; 
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apsrf from that it cannot even justify the huge waste it has incurred on 
the score of any indirect benefit to the people. I refrain from going 
into further details lest that should prove tiresome. 

I maintain that not only is this department stagnating but probably 
even the great scientist, Sir J. C. Bose, himself would find it impos- 
sible to make it respond to any of his delicate instruments, for, does 
it not beat the vegetable in immobility, or dead metal in inertness? 
Bengal, as you are aware, Sir, is a peculiar province. Well might 
the raiyat cry, with apologies to the Ancient Mariner, “ Water, 
water everywhere, but not a drop to irrigate ”. There is either no water 
or no sweet water to flow over the land, or else only salt water which 
poisons it. He has thus to depend on his moody god, the Monsoon. 
The real problem with which this department should concern itself 
is, therefore, the control and utilisation of water. 

The department, however, appears to have no imagination what- 
soever in the case of its legitimate functions, while in evolving schemes 
of little or doubtful utility costing fabulous sums it has no equal. 
It is hardly unnatural if the question occurs to anyone whether its 
inactivity in bringing relief to the cultivator is deliberate or not 
Since its formation in the distant ages it has spent and is still spend- 
ing millions of the people's money principally in feeding fat its 
own personnel and the further astounding fact is that it does not 
even jiossews the necessary data on which to build a comprehensive 
scheme. It cannot say whether water will run from the Indian 
Ocean to the Himalayas or vice versa. There has not yet been a 
<*ontour smvey made of die Province* nor even has any attempt been 
made in that direction in spite of its being beaded bv “ the greatest 
living deltaic engineer in the world M . 

The utter inefficiency of the department hardly requires further 
exposing. Its estimates ore invariably exceeded not by a small per- 
centage but sometimes, I may venture to say, even by more 'than 
hundred per cent. The excavation of the Hoorhoora KJial recently 
executed by one of the white elephants in which this department 
is to prolific ~ I refer to those fearsome* dredgers -is a case rii , point. 
Not even a third of the projected length or quantity has, I under- 
stand, been excavated and practically the whole of the estimaltetf 
amount of money is alleged to have been consumed with the result 
that further work has been abandoned.. The following illuminating 
fact is to be found in the Report on the Madaripur Bil route. The 
work was stopped “ for technical reasons ” after expenditure of 
Ra. 15 lakhs and odd had been incurred against the sanctioned 
estimate amounting to a little over Rs. 38 lakhs, but the total 
capital outlay to the end of 1922-23 amounted to over Rs. 62 la khs 
I am further credibly informed that in the dredging of the Lower 
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Kumar river the original estimate of Ra. 2 lakhs came to aa actual 

of about Re. 10 lakhs. A layman will find it difficult to resist the 

conclusion that the department is either, incapable of drawing up 
accurate estimates or had deliberately hood winked the authorities in 
obtaining sanction for project* like these. But this is a department 
of experts and a layman’s inferiority must hide itself in shame. And 
yet the layman may find consolation in Mr. Henry Ford’s memorable 
words: ” We have most unfortunately found it necessary to get rid 
of a man as soon as he thinks himself an expert if he really knows 
his job. A man who knows a job sees so much more to be done than 
he has done, that he is always pressing forward and never gives up 

an instant of thought to how good and how efficient he is. Thinking 

always ahead, thiuking always of trying to do more, brings a state 
of mind in which nothing is iin)>oHsible. The moment one gets into 
the * exjiert ’ slate of mind a great number of things becomea 
impossible.” 

Lastly, Sir, the Irrigation l)c|>artriient is wholly demoralised. It is 
an open secret that discontent rules supreme amongst high and low. 
And in an atmosphere like this it is only nut u ml that initiative and 
endeavour must vanish. There is no thiuking ahead no thinking of 
doing anything at all, much less of effecting improvement. The only 
thought is lorn best to skip over to the next jwy day and how best (o 
keep the current files tidy. I wonder if these be the right conditions 
to conduce to the making of the greatest living expert. One effect, 
however, that even n layman like me can forew^c is, that Government 
will be very soon obliged to close this department altogether, owing to 
the creeping paralysis fast coming on. 

The only legitimate piece of work recently undertaken is the 
Damod&r ('anal. Here also I feel strongly that there is the same 
danger of the expenditure far exceeding the estimate. The fuct must 
be or ought to be known to Government whether or not the estimate 
baa already been exceeded. I suggest an enquiry by the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department himself and it will neither take 
him long nor will lie have to take much pains over it, since I find 
that both the works and establishment in connection with this pro- 
ject have been shown a* separate items in the budget wherefrom there 
should be no difficulty in finding out the details both as to prcgiesa 
and responsibility. The labour involved will not be wasted -indeed 
it will rather enable the Hon’ble Member to carry the House with 
him in future. 

Lastly, there is of course the Grand Trunk Canal. I fancy its 
ghost like Hamlet’s father is still raising an ominous finger to its 
sponsor. I have not the lefcst doubt that it will ultimately find 
Nirvana, thereby saving the reputation of experts which must other- 
wise be iguominiooely buried. The last council refused the token 
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demand in no uncertain voice in spite of tbe opinion of the greatest 
expert on earth. No sixth sense is required to foresee that its cost 
will wot be three crores but probably nine, and its return not 13 per 
rent. but possibly 1 *3 only. And I also claim judgment in my favour 
relying on the precedence of the fate of the Bombay Back Bay Reclama- 
tion scheme. The circumstances are absolutely at par with those o! 
the Grand Trunk Canal, including the purchase, working cost and 
maintenance of the fateful dredger. 

Such, in short, is the condition of the Irrigation Department. My 
suggestions are these. The department should b© re-organised. Part 
of it should be incorporated in the Revenue Department for the up- 
keep of the embankments. While the canals constructed under the 
Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act should be made oter to 
the Agricultural Department. For the purpose of irrigation proper, 
its expert autocracy should be done away with by tbe creation of a 
statutory Water Board with necessary’ powers to control and guide its 
functions all interests being suitably represented, by both officials and 
non-officials. Provision should also be made for the independent 
examination of schemes and estimates and expressions of opinions 
thereon. It is highly important that schemes should be formulated 
and published with full details long before they are sought to be put 
into execution. The opinions of particular interests and the various 
local bodies concerned should la* invited and secured before any definite 
step is actually taken. The policy of the department must, from now 
onwards, be to devise and work out bold schemes calculated to grapple 
with the vital problems of Bengal and find effective remedies for the 
associated evils of agricultural decline, epidemic malaria and depopu- 
lation. While I say all this I cannot forget how all our demands 
and requirements have invariably turned to nothing. But considering 
the seriousness of this situation may 1 not hope that the Government 
will at long last evince a sincere desire to take some step for achieving 
the true wealth and welfare of the peoples of the province, of the 
fortunes of which they are so anxious to retain supreme control? 

fUl HARIMDRANATH CHAUDHURIt May I ask two questions? 
The first question is: What is the position with regard to the Grand 
Trunk Canal project ? Is the Government going to abandon it or going 
to undertake it? The second question is — if the Government is not 
going to undertake it just at the present moment, why are they main- 
taining the special establishment for this project ? 

Mr, 0. ADOAMS-WILLIAMi: In reply to Rai Harendranath 
Chau dh m i's questions I may say that the question of the Grand Trank 
Cana) is going to be examined by a committee. In regard to the 



establishment which is now maintained, it U a very small establish- 
ment and it is employed for the purpose of looking after the lands 
which were acquired when this scheme wan first started. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Cannot the latter work bo 
done without maintaining a special establishments 

Mr. C. ADDAMt-WILLIAMt: No, Sir. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi A2IZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon* bit Member 
in charge be pleased to state the reason why Rs. 7,00,000 has not been 
•pent out of the budgeted amount ? My second question is: On com* 
paling the figures for 1025*26 with those of the present year 1 find that 
there is an increase in establishment charges by over Its. 2 lakhs, 
though I find that work involving an expenditure of Rs. 7,00,000 had 
been left undone. Will the Hon’ bit* Member in charge la* pleased to 
explain how them* things are possible? 


Or. KUMUD SANKAR RAY2 Will the llon’hle Member in charge 
kindly tell us whether Government accepted a resolution moved in this 
Council for improving the waterways in the Dacca Division ? If so, 
what provision has been made for improving the rilted condition of the 
Chaudana river in the district of Fa rid pur? 


Mr. C. ADDAMt-WILLIAMt: The expenditure during the current 
year on various works has been less than budgeted, Irerause there has 
been some delay in land acquisition proceedings ; the delay has some- 
thing to do with the amendment of the I>ar)d Acquisition Act, the pro- 
cedure under which takes longer than it did under the old Act. The 
other reasons are that when a project is first begun, it lakes time to 
arrange preliminaries, collect materials ami so forth. When an esti- 
mate is prepared 6 or 8 months before, it is very hard to say what will 
be spent during the next year. If the work is well in progress, we 
have then some indication of what we shall he able to spend. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As the time-limit has been reached, I have to 
put the motion of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker. 

The following motion was then put and lost : — 

** That the demand of Rs. 18, 74, 000 under the head 4 55. — Construc- 
tion of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Work* not 
charged to Revenue (Reserved) 9 be reduced by Rs. 100 (page 50. 
Cml Estimate).” 
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The following motion was then put and agreed to : — 

“ That a sum of It s. 61,38,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the heads 4 Xni.— Irrigate— Working expenses \ 4 16.— Other 

Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenue 4 16. — Con- 
struction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works 
charged to Revenue ’ and 4 66 . — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works not charged to Revenue ’ (pages 
66-69, Civil Estimate).” 

4-30 p.m. 

The time-limit under the head ” XIII, 15, 16 and 55. — Irrigation” 
having been reached, the following motion was not put: — 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 51,38.000 under the heads • XIII, 15, 16 and 55. — Irrigation ’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (page 10, Civil Estimate)/’ 

[At 4-30 p.m. the Council yas adjourned and it reassembled at 
4-46 p.m.] 

Brijut TARAKNATH MUKHERdEA: On a point of order, Sir. 
There is np> quorum. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS 1 am afraid, there is no quorum. 

The Hon’ble the President then ordered the bell to be rung and then 
there was quorum. 

Mf. PRESIDENTS My request to the members of the House is that 
after an adjournment when the bell has ceased to ring they should 
quickly come back to the House, if possible. 

24. — Administration of dustioe. 

MEMBER in oharga of dUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’Mt 
Mr. A. N. Mobarly): On the recommendation of His Excellency the 
Governov 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 85.02,000 lie grunted for 
expenditure under the head ” 24. — Administration of Justice ” (page 
86, Civil Estimate). 

Maulvi MOHAMED SADEQUE: 1 beg to n^rve that the demand of 
Rs 82,000 under the head 44 24. — High Court — Original Side — Regis- 
trar ” be refused (page 86, Civil Estimate), 

Sir, my intention of moving this motion is only to elicit informal 
tion as to the principle or principles on which there are two systems of 
court-fees— one system of ad valorem court-fees for the mufassal and 
the otbei system for the rich citisens of Calcutta for which the Original 
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Side of the High Court is maintained. The poor mufaaealitatt ^atw 
required it pay ad valorem court-fees at Bfe, 41-4 per Be, 100 till the* 
highest amount is reached, i.e., Its. 10,000 for' the value of a suit of 
Be. 11 lakhs, while Government exempts the rich citisena of Calcutta 
and allows only a consolidated court -fee of Be. 15 for a suit of any 
amount. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I cannot hear a single word of 
the mover. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Will you speak up please, Maulvi Sahib? 

Meulvi MOHAMED SADEQUE: The litigants of Calcutta artr 
favoured at the expense of the poor mufawtalites. 1‘n Calcutta justice* 
is administered by the highly paid Judges, and the Original Side of the* 
High Court is maintained at the expense of the poor villagers. The* 
litigants of mufassal have to pay court-fees on each petition day after 
day, while those in Calcutta are exempted from such an imposition. I 
understand that in England justice is administered at the cost of public 
revenue — no profiteering, nor bargaining — and the same principle has- 
been adopted for Calcutta, but not for the mufassal. Calcutta is 
England ami the villages are not. Villages are India. The Hon’ble- 
Mr. Soberly may say that there are different suits and different luw*« 
from time immemorial and they are based on custom, but I know all 
these are the off-shoots of Ilritish justice. My friends the Swarajist** 
and in fact the members of the different general constituencies have- 
come heic pledged to protect the rights uml interests of the villagers, 
but may I ask what they are doing to do away with this hardship — to* 
remove this iniquitous system of taxation — and to see whether the* 
system of Calcutta should be extended to the mufassal or rice verm. 
The general principle is — the greater the wealth the higher the rate of 
taxation, but here it is quite the contrary, the )toor are taxed heavily 
and the rich are allowed to escape. The Original Side of the Calcutta 
High Court is a standing uumuiuent of this iniquitous system — & 
monument which is maintained at the expense of the {root. The poor 
not only maintain the law courts in the mufassal, but they also fill the 
purse of the Government in maintaining the Original Side of the High* 
Court. For this reason, 1 think, the motion should be accepted. Sir, 
here the rich citizens pay very little to the public exchequer in the 
shape of public revenue and all other shapes: they pay much less in 
proportion to the amount of taxes which are levied upon the poor 
villagers who are living in dirty soils, who are under-fed, who are* 
under-clothed and are not even protected from malaria and other fell 
diseases, but Sir, all items, of expenditure are, as will he seen, for the* 
happiness and embellishment of Calcutta and specially for the upkeep ok 
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ike High Court of Calcutta — I mean the Original Side. For thftBe 
reasons [ beg to move that this motion ghould be accepted and the 
Original Side of the High Court abolished. It is not the buainew of 
Government to maintain for the rich citizens of Calcutta the Original 
Side of the High Court at the expense of the poor; and Ido not think it 
is propci that the poor should be taxed for the happiness and for the 
pleasure of the Calcutta people. 

The Hon*bfle Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: As far as I can understand 

the mover, he desires to abolish the Original Side of the Calcutta High 
Court. 1 think the House will agree with me that a motion for the 
reduction of the allotment for contingencies, viz., postage and telegram 
charges, office expenses and miscellaneous charges of the Registrar 
is not the proper way of raising such large issue, and now that he has 
voiced his sentiment perhaps it is unnecessary for me to say anything 
further because we have nothing whatever to do with the organisation 
of the High Court. It is a very large question indeed which primarily 
concerns the Government pf India. I oppose the motion. 

Maulvi MOHAMED SADEQUE: Will the ItaTble Member be 
pleased to state why different systems of ad valorem court-fees prevail 
in Bengal — one for Calcutta and the other for tnufussal : 

Tht HOft’bfo Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am afraid, I cannot answer 
off-hand without notice. I must ask for notice. 

The motion. was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


ABaiuad, Maulvi Atimuddin. 
Baaarjaa, tabu PramatBa Nats. 
Baaaarjaa, Sabu Jitaad ratal. 
ABattarJaa, Sri Jut Bijay Kumar. 
Malta, Baku Amuiya O Patdrt. 
Matut, Kaai tmdadut. 


Maiti, Babu Mabaadra Mat*. 
MuBarJaa. Srijul TaraBaatB. 
Ray, Mr. 0. H. 

Sadaqua, Maulvi MaBamaA. 
tan, Baku R ti at d rt Rata. 


NOES. 


Aidtao Willtama, Mr. A. 

A ln m A, KBaa BaBadar Maulvi 
B mt da dd la. 

AlkHMtaBy Maulvi lyaff MS. 

•touts, Maulvi Akiul Util, 

ABaBravartt, tBa MaWBIa Mr. Bytm P at. 
ABaudBurt, tua Naa'Bta RawaB BaBadar 
BaiyM RaamB AM, KBaa BaBadar, al 
DBaaBarU 
•t apir , Mr. & B. 

AravHard, Mr. T. 0. 


Daaald, Ida Haa*Bla Mr. 4. 

Pr umm ia ff , Mr. J. A. 

Oult, Mr. O. S. 

Farraaiar, Mr. 4. OaatpBaM. 

OButaavi. tBa HmCBto Hadji Mr. A. K. 

ABu ABmad KBaa. 

•iMBritt, Mr. R. R. 

•aaaka. Rai Ba B a dar Ba dr i dts. 

Buala, Mr. ffapaaP ABaadra. 

Hup, KBaa BaBadar Maulvi B Brtmal . 
Huaaaia, Maulvi Latafat. 


Os, Mr. K. A. 

•ay, Mr. A. B. 
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, 4. N. 

. L. T. 
r. Mfc*. 

M*Utvi eUMHury Oalam. 
a M Me s MA Hr. C. T. 

Omar, Mr. C. C. 

Mir, MM Manila Mr. A. N. 
Oats*, Mr. K. r. 
tOrMMk! Mr. 4. K. 

OkSlpt, Mr. Trmr 4. 

Mrsetisa, Mr. W. 0. II. 


Jtalkat, Mr. Crass**# o*. 
May, Mu M an n i ra Mara ran. 


MM. tHa Manila Ma*ar*Ja HfcMu r 
KM i au niH OUantfra, at Mai la. 

May CMMri, Mr. K. e. 

May, Mr. i' M. 
assess, Mr. r. A. 

SarAsr, Mai MM dafcati M#*a*. 

•attar, KM MM Mauivl AMua. 
tan, Mr. tatM* OAanAra. . 

•am, Mr. MlMlaM Maaaaln. 
•tuart-WllltenM, Mr. t. 0. 

▼Aampaaw, Mr. W. M. 

Tratrara, Mr. W. L 
Wat Mat, Mr. 4. A. 


The Ayes being 11 and the Noe* 4 H, the motion was lost. 
& P.M. 


KKtn Sahib Maulvi ABDU8 8ATTAR: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 45,000 under the head “24A. -High Court — Appellate 
Side - Regi at rar Purchase of books and office expenses and miscel- 
laneous ” be reduced by Rs. 20,000 (page SI, Civil Estimate). 

In thin item I find that a very large amount bus been shown an 
expense* to l»e incurred for the purchaae of book* and office expenses 
and miscellaneous. What there office ex|>enaes and miscellaneous are 
we are not in a position to know. Really this amount cornea to at 
least about Rs. 4,000 a month which is quite a big amount. W« 
people living in the mufuoml do not get half a* much for expenditure 
on important matter* of sanitation, water-supply, etc., effecting th« 
interests of the people, hut here 1 find a large sum demanded for the 
purchase of lionk* and I do not think why is it Decennary to incur auch 
a heavy expenditure. I do not know what nort of chock ia exercised 
under this head. Is there anybody to look after thin expenditure or 
in this amount ex|M»nded merely on the requisition of anybody and 
everybody and thus the umount swells up to this high figure? Laai 
year also something like Us. 4,000 was budgeted for. My idea in that 
if we reduce the demand by half the amount I do not propose to 
abolish the whole demand, as a matter of fact I have put down more 
than half then it will not inconvenience the authoritiea concerned 
but on the contrary it may mean some saving which may be utilised 
for other purposes. 


TN Hon’bli Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs Thin sum in provided for the 
purchase of books, office expenses and miscellaneous. It include# such 
items as wages of contingent menials, electric current, telephone 
charges, wooden board* for the record room, the cost of sending records 
to the Sower courts, summer uniforms for the jamadars and orderlies 
of the Hou’hle Judges, binding turbans and washing uniform#, pur* 
chase of umbrellas, repair and replacement of typewriters, repair and 
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replacement of the Court#’ furniture, and the purchase of such articles 
at paste, country stationery, dusters, brooms, phenyle, kerosine oil, 
napthaline, soap, etc., etc. 

It is based on past actuals and cannot be cut by half. But I am 
prepared to promise the Council to take this matter up with the 
Registrar and see whether any economy can be effected. Meanwhile 
I ask the Council to oppose the motion. 

Khan Sahib MauJvi ABDU8 S ATTAR: After the assurance given 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly, I ask permission of the Council to with- 
draw my motion. 

The motion of Khan Sahib Maulvi Abdus Sattar was then, by leave 
of the Council, withdrawn. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 82,000 under the head " 24A. — High Court — Appellate 
Side Registrar” be reduced by Its. 20,184 (page 87, Civil Estimate). 

I should like to be perfectly frank about this motion. I intend that 
the cut that l have proposed should apply to the provision that has 
been made for the Paper-Book Department. 

i 

The Hon’bta Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: On a point of order, Sir. 
The Paper- Book Department is shown as a non-voted item in the 
budget. 

iabu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I have heard the explana- 
tion of the Hon’ble Member but I fail to understand why the provi- 
sion for the Paper- Book Department should be regarded as a non- 
voted item . Down to the year 1924 the provision for the Paper- Book 
Department was always shown as a votable item. Since 1925 I under- 
stand there has been a re-arrangement but that re-arrangement does 
not touch me. I say this provision so far as it applies to the Paper- 
Book Department cannot 1 h» regarded as a non- votable item. It does 
j»ot depend 

Th§ Hot) ’bit Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: This provision has been ruled 
by the Governor to be a non-votable item under section 72 D {3) of the 
Government of India Act, and I submit that Mr. Bannerjee is not 
in .order in referring to that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think, Mr. Bannerjee, you ought to accept 
the statement of the Hon’ble Member and not refer to the Paper- 
Book Department. 
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MMT flTENDRALAL BANNCIMKIl Y m, bat there it one diffl- 

culty. Of course I understand it been made non-votable under 
section ¥2D (3) of the Government of India Act but I fail to under- 
stand bow it can possibly come under that section or how His Excellency’s 
choice comes in at all. Until there arises a dispute as to whether a 
particular demand can be regarded as a voted or non-voted item, there 
is no rooih for His Excellency the Governor’s decision or choice. I 
should like to know from the Hon’ble Member how it is that this 
item has been recorded as a non-voted item and how it can possibly 
come under this section. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question does not arise, since it has been 
held by His Excellency that it is a non-votable item it is desirable, 

I think, that you should accept the statement made by the Hon’ble,, 
Member and give up your point. 

Rtbtl JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: It is no question of giving 
up my point. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: That is my ruling. 

Ratal JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Yes, Sir. 1 shall abide by ( 
your ruling but I submit that it is a question that affects the rights 
and privileges of this House. If our rights are going to be curtailed 
simply because the Hon’ble Member makes a particular statement we 
are helpless. I appeal to you, Sir, as the custodian of our rights and 
privileges that such curtailments are not made possible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think that it is always the case that when 
an Hon’ble Member in charge of a Department makes a statement 
of fact that statement has got to be accepted unless you have sufficient 
materials to show that it is not right. 

R*Nl JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I accept the statement of 
the Hon’ble Member as a statement of fact but it is not supported 
by the provisions of the law. There is a distinct provision — — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it is not necessary to argue about that 
point. 

Mr. K. C. RAY GHAUDHURIl May I ask a question of the 
Hon'hle Mr. Moberly, Sir? Since when has this item been made non- 
rotedf 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is up to the Hou’ble Member to reply to your 
question if be likes. 
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TIM HOfi'W# Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Thi* it the fiwt budget with 

which I have had to deal and I am afraid I cannot answer that question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may now proceed with your speech, 
Mr. Bannerjce, but you must give up that point. 

tk 

Baht! dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I do not exactly understand 

what point I am to give up. However, the resources of Parliamentary 
ingenuity are never exhausted and I can bring in my motion in another 
form also. What I propose to do is that 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mind you, it has been decided that it is a uon- 
voted item. 

f 

Baby JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Even granting that it is a 
non- voted item,, my motion can still come in; it is valid in this way. 

1 propose that the total sum demanded under this head be reduced by 
Its. 26,184. I bring in this motion not only for the purpose of passr 
ing a vote of censure upon Government but also for the purpose of 
initiating a discussion on the general policy of the administration of 
the High Court so far as this particular department is concerned. 
That is what 1 should like to do. As my motion now stands, it does 
not matter from which particular portion this sum is deducted. 

So far as the Paper-Book Department is concerned members of the 
Council must know where they are. 

*Tht Hon’blt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The total sum of Ks. 82,000 
made up of Rs. 50,000 for supplies and services and Rs. 02,000 for con- 
tingencies. The Paper-Book Department is not included in that sum. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : On a point of order. The 
Hon'ble Member's explanation does not hold good. Mr. Bannerjefcdras 
pointed out that he is moving this motion as a vote of censure on the 
Government Member in charge of the department ; therefore the Iloit'bfe 
Member's explanation does not hold good at all. 

Tha HOftttfi Mr. A. N. MOBERLY : I would ask the hon'ble member 
to confine himself to the two points that I have mentioned. But he is 
admittedly pnx'eeding to refer to the Paper-Book Department. 

I beg to point out in this connection that if any question arise* 
as to whether a particular provision does or does not relate to m, parti-* 
cular head of expenditure, the decision of the Governor will be final. 
If, therefore, we discuss this, it will be a vote of censure on Km Excel- 
lency the Governor. 
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lt«i HAEEkDRAMATH CHAUOHURI: Certainly not 

Bakv JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I do not propose that the- 
sum should be deducted from the amount provided for the Paper-Book 
Department I propose that it should be deducted from the total 
amount. I presume it will be conceded that Rs. 82,000 is greater than 
Re. 26,184; and if that point holds good, I am perfectly in order; but 
if the Hon’Ble Member disputes that also then 1 am helpless. 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. A. N. MOBSRLY: I quite agree with the hon’hle 
member provided he does not refer to the Paper-Book Department. 

Balm JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: ! shall refer to the Paper- 
Book Department not for the purpose that the provision for it should 
be reduced but for the purpose of showing that the policy underlying 
this measure is wrung (hear, heai) and I mu perfectly justified, I think, 
in doing that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. llunnerjee. my ruling is that you cannot 
lefer to the circumstances relating to the transfer of the Paper-Book 
Deaprmient, for it appears to me that in doing so you cannot avoid 
reflecting on the conduct of His Excellency. The Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the department has pointed out that thereby you virtually 
pass a censure upon His Excellency the Governor. I think that is a 
very cogent argument that the Hoifhle Mr. Moherly has put forward. 

I think you had better give up that point. 

Baku JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Not at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is my ruling and you cannot question it. 

Baku JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: 1 am not questioning your 
ruling #nd 1 am prepared to abide by it. But in this matter of the- 
Paper-Book.. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That may be your opinion but when a ruling 
has been given by the Chair that you cannot refer to the circumstances 
relating to the transfer of the Paper-Book Department the best thing 
for you is to abide by it. 

Mm JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Does it mean that I cannot 
refer to the Paper-Book Department at all? 

t 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURlf On a point of order, Sir. 
Recently in the Legislative Assembly a censure motion was allowed ' 
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Because some votable items were withheld from the, vote of the Legi* 
lature and made non-votable. It is just on 1 * similar grounds, so far as 
I understand, that Mr. Bannerjee is going to move his motion. Be- 
•cause Government have withdrawn some votable portion of the budget 
from the vote of this legislature, it is only because of that and not 
Because of the item to which he refers, that Mr. Bannerjee's motion comes 
in. I think Mr. Bannerjee is perfectly in order, regard being had to 
4he fact that a similar motion had been allowed in anoth# place. 

Mr, PRESIDENT* You are again disputing the decision that I have 
already given. I think Mr. Bannerjee would not be right in referring 
to the circumstances relating to the transfer of the Paper-Book Depart- 
ment. 

5-16 p.m. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, I want to make 
mission. We are certainly not entitled under the law to censure His 
Excellency the Governor, but we are certainly at liberty to censure the 
administration upon whose advice this provision has been made non- 
votable by TTis Excellency the Governor. Certainly we can pyume 
that His Excellency did not act on his own initiative: the matter must 
have been brought to his notice by some body — by some Government 
official — and we want to censure that official. 

* 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I quite understand what you mean. You can 
-certainly criticise the policy of the Government and you ran even 
-censure the Government, but you have not given me sufficient reasons 
to show that you can in discussing your point avoid reflecting on ilia 
Excellency’s conduct. I cannot, therefore, revise my decision. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: On a point of order, Sir. Cannot the piembers of 
this House criticise or question the policy of the Government? <4, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is not questioning the policy of Bovefi* 
went; this is referring to circumstances relating to the transftf* of the 
Paper-Book Department. * 

iftbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir. if you will allow me 

just to dwell on the subject for one minute more — to make one more 
submission — I should like to make it clear 

Mr. PRESIDENT! I do not think that I can allow you*tb go on 
unleaa you can assure me that His Excellency will not come in any- 
where in your speech. 
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4 BdM «iicnunnLAL BANNERJEE: Sir, if 1 am not permitM to 
"mention the words 44 Paper-Book Department *, then I had better 
resume my seat. I was referring to this expression simply for the purpose 
of showing that His Excellency does not come in any where. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Go on with your speech Mr. Banuerjee, But if 
I find any thing in your speech to which I should take exception \ 
must stop ^'ou. 

Babu JITENORALAL BANNERJEE: Sir. then I simply move it 
by way of censure on the policy of the Government a* regards the 
administration of the High Court. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes. you ran do that within proper limits. 

Babu JITENORALAL BANNERJEE: I shall put it in this way. 
In lgtt2. I92d and 192*1 — for three successive years — I find from a 
perusal of the reports of former proceedings of this House that the 
Hon’ble Memlier of the Executive Council — Kir Alnl-m-Huhim — who 
was in tho*e days in charge of the Judicial Department — said that a 
particular provision had l»een made for a particular department— that 
department will lie unnamed for the -present — simply on the ground 
that it should la» graduallv made self-MipjHirting. It was not self- 
supporting in 1922. Next year Kn aiai-ur-Rahim again asked that we 
should give the department one more year’s grace. Government had 
startedjhe department on 1 he distinct understanding that it should be 
self-supporting. We allowed one more year’s grace; that one year 
elapsed and in 1924 the question again came up for discussion as the 
department had not yet become self-supporting. It fvas still 
costing 

Tht Honlria Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am sorry to interrupt again. 
[ have already pointed out that this sum of Ks. 82,900 is made up of 
tt". -itLOOO under “Supplies and Services “ and Hs. 52,000 under “ Con- 
tingencies ", and 1 submit that the hon’ble member should confine hi*' 
*#tnai$» iw these two demands. 

BMW JITENORALAL BANNERJEE: Kir, the Hon’ble Memhei 
cannot ask me to confine my remarks to any particular item: here I 
am subject to your rulings and not that of the Hon’ble Member. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Go on, Mr. Bannerjee. 

BMfc JITENORALAL BANNERJEE: 1 know perfectly well that 
the totall demand comprise# the two items: it does not require any 
matheniatical genius to discover that fact. I propose a reduction of 

16 
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^ thetotojaraouijt of Bt. 82,000 by Rs.<26,184, and 1 am perfectly in order 
in making ttys motion, ah d i n doing so I say tbirf'the High Court in 
certain of its departments is mismanaged. I say that one particular 
department of the High Court was expected to be self-supporting in 
1942 — it was expected to be self-supporting in 19&1 — it was expected to 
be self-supporting in 1924 — but it was not self-supporting in any of 
thosfe years. Every year it was said that it would be self-supporting, 
but instead of paying its way it has become a burden to the taxpayer 
to the tune of Es. 26,000 without any profit to any one. The litigant 
has to pay more and the taxpayer has to pay more : that, I say, is mal* 
administration of the worst sort. And then, when the Government 
perceived that they (•ould not justify the expenditure, they quietly 
removed the item from the votable to the non-votable list (cries of 
” shame, shame”). I say that this is a further illustration of mal* 
administration, and it shows how irresponsive to public opinion* this 

' Government is in all its branches — throughout the whole body pf it — 
and on that, if on nothing else, I base my motion of censure. 


The Hon*ble Mr, A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, the hoirble member has 
spoken entirely on a non-voted item, and T do not propose to follow him. 
I formally oppose this motion. 

The motion of Babu Jiteudralal Banneijee was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYft. 


SIMM, Babu Amarendra Nath. 

Cupta, Mr. Jeteeh Chandra. 

Ismail, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad. 
Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaxsam All. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuddin. 

Maiti, Babu Mabandra Nath. 

Muter Jea, trijut Tara Snath. 

Rahman, Maulvi thamaur*. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

tartar, tabu Maliniranjan. 

Uttar, Mr. Abdaal Ranh Majat AMaal. 
tan, tabu Nifendra Nath. 


Noee. 


Addama-Willianta, Mr. C, Oa, Mr. K. C. 

A ha mad, Maulvi Kasiruddin. Day, Mr. 0. e. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Oenaltf, tha Mantle Mr. 4. 

Bmaduddtn. Pr umm e w d, Mr. 4. Q. 

time, Maulvi Abdul Utif. Outt, Mr. B. t. 

Obahravarti, tha Nan'hla Mr. Byemhee. Faraaui, Khan Bahadur K. O. M. 

0 baud hurt, tha Nan'hla Navab Bahadur Ferreeter, Mr. 4. Oamp ba t l. 

Uiyid Naarab All, Khan Bahadur, af Bbunavi, tha Hen’Me Had|i Mr. A. K. 

Obantoari. Abu Ahmad Khan. 

Ca apar, Mr. C. B, 

Oravrtard, Mr. T. 0. 


Atamad, Maulvi Atimuddin. 

Bapabi, Babu Rama* Chandra. 
Banarjaa, Dr. Rramatbanatli. 

Bauer Jaa, Babu Pramatba Nath. 
Banner Jee, Babu Jitendralal. 

Basil, Mr. R. C. 

B lavras, Babu lurandra Nath. 
Obahravarti, Babu Jegindra Chandra. 
Chattarjaa, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 
Ohaudhuri, Ral Harandranatb. 
Cbaudhury, Maulvi Kbarabad Alam. 
Datta, Babu Akbil Chandra. 

Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra. 


ttilehrtat, Mr. It. N. 

Baenka, Rai Bahadur Badrtdas. 
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Pay, m Mdmi MKmlMliAy tfw 
* MM— 1* OMfa, if *•**. 

Asy, Mr. A. *. * * 

tariMi Mr. P. A. 

MMMHMi H u rift MoAONMA. 

SarMAikari, Or. Air Pm FrsM* 
torMr, Pel MM AsAatl Mi, 
tatter, KkM MM Mairtvi AMm, 
Muter, Mr. t. A. 

•taariWUOaiM, Mr. t. C. 

TMw, Mr. W. M. 

Trarsrs, Mr. W. L. 

♦The Ayes being 26 and the Now 44 the motion was kwt. 

Kim Milk MpmM AIOUI • ATTAR: Sir, I beg to move that tiw 
^demand of Hr. *$0,000 under the head “24B. — I*aw Officers — 1/egal 
Rememhancet — Fees to pleaders (other than Government servants)*’ b« 
reduced bv Its. 15,000 (page 89, Civil Estimate). 

Sir, my attitude as regards this item is determined by the fart that 
I find another item of Hr. 00,000 in the budget just above this one which 
is also meant for fees to pleaders. In the present item, however, there 
is a qualification. ru„ “other than Government servants " and, of coume, 
in the case of Government servants there is a seperate provision. These 
two together come up to a total of Rs. 00,000, and this expenditure 
excludes retaining fees. Now tbis figure of Rs. 90,000 seems to me to 
tie a very big amount and my object is to curtail the demand of 
Rs. 110,000 by R*. 15.000 and to see bow this would work. 

Further, in this connection, I should like to mention that we have 
bad complaints to the effect that the pleaders here are paid lavishly and 
that the engagement* are on u large scale: 1 know of one case at leant in 
which two or three pleader* were engaged on very high fees and I 
believe that in this way a very large expenditure is incurred: while in 
the mufassal the expenditure of every pie is carefully scrutinised. 

Adjournment. 

The rnuncil was then udjoumed till 2~t0 r.M.. on Thursday, the 
17th March. 1927, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


mnnM, Maaftri tatafat. 

UTm r n dual 4. e. h. 

UNA Mr. H. C. 

Usual, Mr. 4 . N. 

Map*** Mfw L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MsGHwtu* Pal £ lf £ f1tr ****** 
MsAsrty, I As HsaAts Mr. A. N. 

Oatsa, Mr. C. F. 

Or* it*, Mr. 4. C. 

PMM Mr. Trswsr 4. 
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P ro c ee dings of the Bengal Legislative Council aeaamblad under the 
m provisions of tho Covommont of India Act 

i The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 17th March, 1927, at 2-30 p.m. 


Present. 

The Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmathk Nath Ray Chaudhok, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers and 104 nominated and elected 
members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Yield of silk thread from cocoons in Malda. 

*46. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHi: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the yield of silk thread® 
from cocoons per inauud produced from seeds supplied by the Govern- 
ment Silk Farms in Malda, is much less than that from cocoons, per 
raaund, produced from seeds supplied by private silk growersP 

{h) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of hold- 
ing an enquiry to ascertain the reason therefor? 

MINISTER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon'bls Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad Khan 
Ghuznavi): (<i) No, 

(h) The question does not arise. 


Aba n donme n t of oortain embankments in Midnapore. 

•47. Khan Bahadur Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the Collector of Midnapore ha® passed 
ofdars for the abandonment of embankment® No®. 3, 5, 18 and 19 
of Schedule D to the Bengal Embankment Act, 1873 (Bengal Act VI 
of 1873)? 
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(6) b the Hon 'hie Member aware of the protest* made by the 
wuni lid art, patuidars and tenants affected by the aai# abandonment f . 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the 
HoiTble Member be pleased to state whether Government have con- 
sidered the result of such abandonment in the area hitherto protected 
by those embankments? 

(*/) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to prevent floods in those areas? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hoit’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab AH Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 
of Dhanbari): (tt) The orders have l>een passed bv Government after 
due enquiry by the Collector. 

(b) There has Wen practically no oppnaition to the abandonment 
of the embankments. 

(r) The result of such abaiidonmeut was fully considered by 
Government. 

(d) Floods cannot In* pi evented, but remedial measures are under 
consideration, one of which is the construction of an escape weir at 
Kushpotn near Ghata) for which materials are Wing collected. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MUAZZAM ALI KHAN: With reference to (a) 
will the llon’hlc Member la* pleased to Mate whether the KinbAiikment 
Committee was consulted by the Collectoi and whether the said orders 
have been published in the ('aJcutta (fart'tte? 

The Hon*ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: No, it was not consulted. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MUAZZAM ALI KHAN: With reference to (6) 
will the Hort’ble MemWr be pleased to state whether there were any* 
cases iu the Collector's court, in the Commissioner’s court or in the 
Board of Reveuue by xamindars or tenants? 

Tht Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I must ask for fresh notice of the question. 


Bill Extract Form* 

*4S. Khan Bahadur Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQs (a) Will tha 
Ho, ride Member in charge of the Legislative Department be pleated 
to state whether a new form called the Bill Extract Form baa bees 
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Introduced, which is to be written opt, filled up, and signed by 
members of the Bengal Legislative Council before they could get their 
bills enlaced by the Accountant-General, Bengal? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
%> discontinue this practice? 

MEMBER in ohsrgs of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (thi 
Hon’tris Mr. 4 . Donald): (a) Yes. 

(h) No. 


Water-hyacinth. 

*49. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state whether the Government intends to introduce any legislation 
for eradication of the water-hyacinth pest? 

( b ) It' so, when is it likely to be introduced? 

(r) If the answer to (o) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of taking any other effective steps for the eradication 
of water-hyacinth ? 

The Hon’blt Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHU1NAVI: 

(«) to (c) The question of the policy to be adopted in dealing with 
water-hyacinth is still under the consideration of Government. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state as to when the consideration of the Government in this 
respect is likely to come to un end? 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

I expect to deal with it in the course of the year. 


Weter-hyaointh in waterways in FarMpur. 

•ML Or. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: (a) Will the Wble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state whether he is aware of the spread of water-hvacinth in 
all the waterways in the district of Faridpur? 

(b) What steps, if any, have l>een taken in the district of Faridpur 
to remedy the evil? 

(c) What is the amount already spent on the destruction of water- 
hyacinth, and what proportion of the amount has been met from 
Government contribution and District Board? . 
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(d) I® there any scheme in hand at present for ita destruction, nndj^ 
if so, wfcat is the amount of money sanctioned to tpeet the expendi- 
ture for the district of Faridpur? 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K, ABU AHMKO KHAN CHUZNAVli, 

{a) A large portion of the waterways in Faridpur it* affected. In 
the northern portion of the district there are areas which are at present 
free from the weed. It is estimated that about 80 per cent, area is 
affected. 

(k) to {r / ) Pending a decision in ivganl to the policy to 1 m* adopted 
in dealing with the pest no extensive operations have been under- 
taken. Meanwhile a general enquiry has been made, and experiments 
in regard to removal of the weed undertaken by the Irrigation Depart- 
ment. A conveyor, specially constructed for the purpose, is now 
being tried in the Madaripur Bhil Route. It is reported to be wink- 
ing satisfactorily. 

It is understood that the Faridpur District Board spent Us. 5,000 
annually during the \eais 102*1-1*4 and 1024-25. 

The amounts s|M»nt b\ the Irrigation Department are — 

Rs. 

1 025-20 . 4H8 

1020-27 ... 2,200 { approximate). 

The cost of construction of the conveyor is Rs. 10,000. 

Babu NACENORA NATH SEN: \tyth reference to (id and <f#> will 
the lion 'hie Minister 1 m» pleased to state whether the result of the 
enquiry is available to the public? 

Th# Hon'bto Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

No, it U not available to the public at present. 

Dr. KUMUD BANKAR RAYl Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to lay on the table the report of the enquiry when it is available? 

Tht Hovt’bla Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMEO KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

That question does not arise. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Is the conveyor specially constructed 
for the purpose at a cost of Rs. 90,000 to l>e used only in the Madaripur 
Bil Route or in any other place of Faridpur? 

The Hon’bie Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMKD KHAN CHUZNAVIs 

It may be used anyirbere. 
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Mr. 0. N. ROY : Can the result of the two enquiries be made known 
to the members of the House? 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

I shall be very pleased to make them known but I am sorry I cannot. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Is there any amount sanctioned in 
the budget for 1927-28 for this purpose? 

Tha Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

We cannot make any provision in the budget until there is a scheme. 


Miloh oo ws in Daooa (Manipur) Farm. 

*61. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state — 

(i) how many heads of milch cattle are there in the Dacca (Mani- 

pur) Farm ; 

( ii ) the amount of daily milk available from them; and 
(Hi) what income is derived from the same? 

Tha Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

(t) The number of milch cows is 84, of which 10 are dry. 

(it) The average daily yield of milk is 184-0 lbs., of which 50*8 lbs. 
are fed to calves and 77*8 lbs. are sold. 

(lit) The average income is Us. 4-18-0 per day. 


Unatarrad Quaationa 

(answers to wtiioh were laid on the table). 

Judicial and Executive functions. 

118. Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: With reference to the reply given to 
unatarred question No. 35 on the 23rd February, 1927, will the Hon’hle 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether the recommendation of the Government of Bengal to the Gov* 
eminent of India was in favour of, or against, the separation of the 
Judicial and Executive functions? 
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MEMBER in otarg. of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT « 


Hen’bl* Mr. A. N. MotMrly): The member preferred to the debate 
Council on the Nth March, 1924. in the course of which the Hon‘l 
Sir Hugh Stephenson stated that the scheme provides for a oomph 
separation of the judicial and executive and added “the scheme h 
not been sent to the Secretary of State for sanction. The paper* ha 
been sent to the Secretary of State for permission to place them liefo 
the public and the Council for opinion and criticism.” 


I regret that when answering a supplementary question from memo) 
I stated, incorrectly, that it was submitted in 1924. I now find th 
it was submitted in November, 192-1. 


Judicial and Executive functions. 

114. Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: With reference to t] 
icply given to unstarred question No. 36 on the 23rd February, 192 
will the Hon’hle Member in charge of the ApjNnutment Department 1 
pleased to state whether the Government of llengnl have submitted 
scheme to the Government of India recommending the separation < 
the two function- p 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The mein tier is referred to t! 
debate in Council on the Nth Match, 1924, in the course of which tli 
Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson stated that the scheme provides for 
complete separation of the judicial and executive and added “ tl 
scheme bus not been sent to the Secretary of State for sanction. Tl 
pa|i«rs have lieen sent to the Secretary of State for permission to plai 
them before the public and the Council for opinion and criticism. M 

I regret that when answering a supplementary question from memoi^ 
I Mated, incorrectly, that it was submitted in 1924. I now find thi 
it was submitted in November, 192*1 


AmU Drainage Schema. 

115. Babu AMULYA CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon’b 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 1 
pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken in connection wil 
the Amta Drainage Scheme of the Howrah District Board, which wi 
communicated to the Government on the 8th February, 1923, thro up 
the District Magistrate of Howrah P 

Tbe Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A* K. ABU AHMEO KHAN CHUZNAVI 

The member is referred to the reply to part <bi of starred questio 
No. 32 put by Balm Manmatha Nath Hoy on the 11th March, 1927. 
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Primary Education. 

HE. KAZI EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether it 
is in the contemplation of Government to introduce in the Council this 
year a Bill to give effect to free Primary Education Scheme? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, he is proposing to take 
for introducing compulsory Primary Education? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased tot state whether Govern- 
ment are considering the desirability of commending the services of 
the organisers and financiers of aided Free Primary Education schemes? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Hon*blo Mr. Byomkts Chakravarti): The member is referred to the 
answer given to starred question No. 25 asked by Babu Manmatha Nath 
Roy at the meeting of the Bengul legislative Council held on the 28th 
February, 1927, on the subject. 


Azimgaitj City Railway Station. 

117. Maharaj Kumar SRIS CHANDRA NANDY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Mender in charge of the Department of Public Works (Rail- 
ways) be pleased to state whether the Government are aware of a 
representation to the Agent, East Indian Railway, and to the Secre- 
tary, Railway Board, by the residents of Animganj, Jiaganj, Lohaganj, 
Kaahigunj, Debipur, Baranngar, ^funsharganj, and Baraduari regard- 
ing the proposed abolition of the Aisimgunj City Station, East Indian 
Railway, in the district of Murshidabad? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member l>e pleased to state what action, if any, are the Government 
proposing to take to remove the grievance of the local public? 

MEMBER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(RAILWAYS) (thf HO*l*btt Mr. J. Donald): (III Government have no 
information. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

GaJortta*Murahiddbad Railway Service, 

IIS. Maharaj Kumar SRIS CHANDRA NANDY: (a) Is the 

Hen’hle Member in charge of the Department of Public Works (Rail- 
way*) aware of the difficulties of the people of the Murahidabad district 
by the alteration of timing of the Up Assam Mail which had hitherto 
served as a quicker connection to 17 Up train from Ranaghat? 
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( b ) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether th 
Government are considering the desirability of taking any other ate 
in order to give a faster service? 


The Hen* We Mr. <1. DONALD: (a) and (b) The provision of a faste 
aenrice from Calcutta to Murshidabad has been constantly pretwe 
upon the Railway Company, but the number of passengers that woul 
benefit by the faster service is so small that the provision of the servic 
would not be a sound financial proposition. The matter is still unde 
investigation. 


The BhagiratM River. 

119. Maharaj Kumar IRIS CHANDRA NANDY: Will the Hon'bl. 
Memlter in charge of the Department of Irrigation l*» pleased to stutt 
whether the Government propose taking expert advice in order to keoj 
the river Bhagiruthi flowing throughout the year? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhantoeri: The Govcfntnent are satisfied with th« 
advice of their own Chief Engineer, who is the first exj>ert authority 
on the subject. They do not intend to consult any other authority 


Alleged inoonvontenoe in inland ft earner eervfoe fer peeeengere. 

120. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Membei it 
charge of the Maiine Department aware that 

(i) the latrines for intermediate and third class passengers mah 
or female in all the passenger steamers are constructed if 
such a way that they (the latrines) have no doors, and an 
therefore exposed to view; 

(it) there is no supply of filtered drinking water for Hie inter 
mediate and third cIhss passengers conveniently near thi 
accommodation ; 

(m) great inconvenience is caused to the female passengers of th< 
intermediate and third class for having to go downstairs ti 
the lower deck for the use of latrines; and 

(ir) the naif of most of the steamers leak during the rainy season 
causing great inconvenience to the passengers? 

(6) If the answer to in) (t\ (m), (Hi) and (ir) is in the affirmative 
•re the Government considering the desirability of taking immediafc 
fteps to remove these inconveniences? 
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MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the HofiTMa 
Mr. d. Donald): in) (i) No. Government are informed that all latrines 
have floors. 

(ii) Filtered water for intermediate and third class passengers is 
not available in all steamers. On the Barisal route clean drinking 
water is obtainable on the lower deck, as dose to the stairways as 
possible, in tanks which are marked “Passengers’ Drinking Water n 
in large letters. 

(ifi) Government are informed that experimental top-deck ‘latrines 
for third and intermediate class ladies are being introduced in some 
steamers, and that if the experiment proves successful, it is intended 
to fit similar latrines on other steamers. 

(iv) Government are informed that the roofs of all steamers found 
to be leaking receive the necessary attention at once. 

(b) No further action is considered necessary. 


Aryshirc bull for Dacca (Manipur) Farm. 

121. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state — 

(i) the amount of money that has been paid for the purchase of 

the Aryshire hull for the Manipur Farm at Dacca; 

(ii) when was the bull purchased; and 

(iVi) how long has the hull lieen utilised for breeding purposes, and 
with what results? 

(b) Will the lion 'hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(») whether it is a fact that this bull has been attacked with foot 
and mouth disease, if so, since when; and 

(ii) the amount of monthly expenditure which is being incurred 

during the period of illness under different beads? 

(c) Is it a fact that the sellers reported that the bull would go wild 
after some time and would not be any good for breeding purpose? 

(d) Will the Hon'hle Minister lie pleased to lay on the table all 
the papers regarding the purchase of the bull? 

Tht HdfPWt Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVIl 

(a) (i) Its. 1.650. 

(if) In October, 1926. 

(iii) From March, 1926. 
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At Om progeny is still too young, no information as to results can 
be furxuabed now. 

(A) (») No. 

(it) The question does not arise. 

(c) No. 

C d ) No useful puipo^e will lie served by placing the papers on the 

table. 


Proposal to ooaneet police-stations telegraphically with subdivisions! 
headquarters. 

122. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’bie Member 

in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state whether 
there is any projmsnl of connecting each police-station telegraphically 
with its subdivisional headquarters? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’bie Mr. J. Donald): No. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon' hie Member fm 
Commerce l** pleased t«« state whether the Government admits the 
justice of this proposal? 

The Hon’bie Mr. J. DONALD: As a matter affecting the Commerce 
Department the question of telegraphs is one for the Government of 
India. The question of connecting the police-station* by telegraph is 
one for the Police Department. 


GOVERNMENT business. 

Demand! for grant!. 

24.— Administration of Justioa. 

MEMBER in eharga of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bh 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): Sir, so far us I was able to understand the movei 
of this motion he desires that the provision of Its. 30,000 under thi 
bead “ Fees to pleaders, other than Government servants ”, be reducer 
by Es. 15,000. The provision for fees to pleaders has this year beer 
split up into two heads— “ Fees to pleaders ” and 4 ‘ Fees to pleader 
other than Government servants ” I note that the honTde member doei 
not suggest that fees to Government pleaders should be reduced. I an 
not quite sure whether the object of the motion is that business shal 
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not be given to pleaders other than Government Pleaders 
or that the mover considers that too much is spent on 
pleaders other than Government pleaders, that is to say, that 
the Ijegal Remembrancer does not scrutinise their bills with sufficient 
care. I should like to point out that the Ijegal Remembrancer scrutinises 
all bills very carefully and he does not discriminate in any way between 
Government pleaders and others. The total provision in the budget 
next year is Rs. 90,000 under these two heads and it is within Rs. 400 
of the revised budget of the current year and Rs. 3,000 of the actuals 
of 1925*26. I will undertake that the Legal Remembrancer will in 
future scrutinise these pleaders’ bills with as much care as he has done 
in the past but I would arik the House to pass this demand. 

The following motion was then put and lost: — 

“That the demand of Rs. 30,000 under the head ‘24B. — Law 
Officers — Legal Remembrancer — Fee* to pleaders (other than Govern- 
ment servants) ’ be reduced bv Rs. 15,000 (page 89, Civil Estimate)." 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Sabu BE JOY KRISHNA BOSE : “ That the demand of Rs. 2,97,000 
under the head * 24B. — T*aw Officers — Mufassal Establishment ’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (page 90, Civil Estimate).” 

245 p.m. 

•rijut El JAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 45,000 under the head “ 24 C. — Pay of Administrator 
General and Deputy Administrator General ” be reduced by Rs. 9,000 
(page 90, Civil Estimate). 

Sir, in this connection I heir to say that the pay of the Administrator 
General should l>e reduced from Rs. 2,500 to Rs. 2,000 per month and 
that the pay of the Deputy Administrator General should be reduced 
from Rs. 1,250 to Rs. 1 ,000. The pay of the superior officers in this 
country is excessive, and it looks out of grace especially in a poor 
country like India that the superior officers should be so highly paid; 
in all other countries the salaries of superior officers are not so high. 
As the pay of the Administrator General is a voted one, we record our 
voice of protest against the policy of pampering high officers of the 
superior services by excessive pay. I beg to suggest that the pay of 
the Administrator General la* reduced. In this connection I also beg 
to invite the attention of the hoifble members id this Council that 
first class officers can be had from the Provincial Judicial Service on 
Rs. 1,500 and an efficient man can In* obtained from that service mi 
Rs. 1,000 per month. 

With these few words 1 beg to place my motion before the House. 

Tht Hontol* Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, this department was 
formerly under the Government of India, and we have inherited it. 
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The w. ,„is department is of Very great importance and I do not 
think ire ran get officers to deal with it satisfactorily on pay less than 
what We are paving the present officers. I beg, therefore, to oppoaa 
the motion. 

The motion of Srijut Bijay Kumar Chatterjec was then put and 
lost. 

tabu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHIl I move that the demand 

of R*. 4,10,000 under the head “ 24 F. — Civil and Sessions Court — 
Remuneration to copyists ** be reduced by Re. 1 {page 94, Civil 
Estimate). 

My object in bringing this motion before the House is to draw the 
attention of the Government to the very poor remuneration that is 
paid to the copyists of Civil and Sessions Courts, The matter has been 
brought to the notice of the Government by questions put in this* 
Council and suggestions were also made for allowing adequate fixed 
monthly salaries to these poor ofluvrs instead of keeping them on the 
uncertainties of remuneration. We were given to understand that the 
matter Was under the consideration of the Government but such con- 
siderations have not ns yet matured into action. As regards the 
remuneration now paid to these officers, I beg to point out the fact that 
though the Government have increased the rate of fees for copies in 
Civil and Sessions Courts and though the receipt on this head is 
gradually rising, the rate of remuneration remains unchanged. If we 
refWr to page 18 of the budget estimates, we find that actual receipt 
in 1925-26 from sale of stamps for copies under High Court circular 
wus Rh. 8,79,274 ; iri the revised budget estimate for 1926*27 it was 
Rs. 9,25,000, in the next year’s budget it is Rs. 9,50,000, ».r., an 
increase of more than Rs. 70,000 in two years. As regards remunera- 
tion paid to the copyists, the actual figure for 1926*26 is Rs. 4,06,267, 
in the revised budget estimate for 1926-27 it was Rs. 4,10,000, and we 
find the same amount fixed in the next year’s budget. Having regard 
to all these facts, it is desirable that the grievances of these officers 
should be removed without any further delay. With these remarks 
I beg to recommend the motion to the Council. 

SalMi AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs Sir, I have very great 
pleasure in supporting this motion. In doing so, I want to draw the 
attention of the House to certain features of this question. Here is a 
class of officers in whose case it is quite true to say that if a man is 
once a copyist is always a copyist. That is my impression, ulthougb 
the Legal Rembrancer says “ No ”, Is it a fact that all the other 
appointment* are open to copyists? As a matter of fact from experi- 
ence extending over a yen' very long time I know that copyist* are 
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always copyists — they are appointed as copyiats and they retire as 
-copyists — of course I am speaking both of copyists and typists. My 
impression is that they are never promoted to other ministerial posts, 
and the other most remarkable feature is that these officers are not 
entitled to any pension. Then it must also be remembered that the 
work they do is very dull and monotonous, although that work is indis- 
pensably necessary in the administration of justice and for carrying 
out the work in all courts. It has further been pointed out by the 
hon’hle mover of this motion that some profit is made out of this 
business by Government. If that is so, it is only just and proper that 
in these days of high prices some consideration should be made in 
regard to their pay and prospects. 

Babu NALINIRAHJAN BARKER: Sir, I rise to support the 
motion moved by Babu Romes Chandra Bagchi of Mnlda. The 
grievances of the typists working in Civil and Criminal Courts is an old 
•one. Resolutions have been moved and questions put to this Council 
to improve their lot ; but as usual, Sir, no steps have yet been taken 
to redress their grievances. They are drawn from the same bhtulralok 
class, to which the ministerial officers belong and they have the same 
standards of education and of living. Why, then, is this differential 
treatment meted out to them Y The lot of these copyists is an 
extremely hard one. I do not suggest that the ministerial officers are 
very well off. Condition* of life have so changed that they too have 
to lead hut hard lives. Rut the lot of the copyists is indeed hard and 
beyond description; they do not even get the minimum liviug wages. 
There is no question of promotion, increment or pension in the case of 
these unfortunate people. This cruel and unjustifiable policy cannot 
be better described than by calling it disgraceful. While nothing is 
allowed to stand in the way of higher officers getting a multiplicity 
of allowances, every worn out urgument is used to deny a living wage 
to these unfortunate people whose work has proved of value in the 
administration of the country. The most unfortunate part of it is that 
these men do not get the whole of the money that is yielded by their 
work. The profit made in this department goes to fatten the salaries 
of those who need it least. The plea of want of funds in the case of 
top European officials can never stand. Reg, borrow or steal, they 
must have their comforts; as thev understand it; but in the case 
of Indians, the question is different. If such a state of affairs appeared 
in any other country, there would have been « formidable agitation 
over this ami the Government would have been bound to take proper 
steps. Rut, Sir, I was forgetting for the moment that in those 
countries the people are governed but here we are ruled. 

Maulvi TAMIZOOOIN KHAN: Sir, 1 support this motion. It 
wrae I think in the year 192 o that in answer to # a question by one of the 
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hon’ble members of this House the Member in charge of this Depart 
ment replied that Government had launched an enquiry into th« 
question of better remuneration to copyists and typists. 

It is a pity that Government has not yet seen its way to do any* 
thing towards the amelioration of the condition of these poor copyists 
and typists. They are a very unfortunate class of people subject to 
all the restrictions of Government service, but enjoying none of its 
benefits. They are in neither hell nor heaven. They ore a hardworked 
class performing an indispensable function of the machinery of Govern- 
ment and yet their wails and cries for good long years have fallen on 
deaf ears. Since hopes wen* given to them for favourable considera- 
tion of their grievances and an enquiry wus commenced they have bean 
casting wistful glances at the framing of the budget every year* but 
in vain. They were very hopeful that the coming year would see the 
fruition of their long cherished desires, but that hope also is now 
nipped in the bud. Government has no case whatsoever for further 
postponing the question of improving the lot of these people either by 
bringing them under the category of paid servants or increasing the 
rate of their remuneration. The dtlatoriness of the Government in 
coming to a right decision of this important matter is really culpable 
and it i** as a mark of disapprobation of this culpable negligence and 
apathy that 1 support this motion for a token cut. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 should like to speak a 

word for the Hpist* and copyists. During my work in this Gouneil on 
more than one occasion I had to draw the attention of the Govenment 
to the |mmu remuneration of the typists and the copyists and 1 had to 
urge on the attention of Government the necessity of putting these 
establishment* on a pay basis. Govern ment held out certain hopes 
before the stamp duties were revised, and we were assured that if the 
revised stamp duties brought in more revenue, their remunertion would 
be increased. To a certain extent their remuneration has been 
increased, I do admit it — I sec the I*gul Remembrancer is smiling and 
lie wants probably to catch me napping — 1 know that their pay has 
been revised to a certain extent, but the revision made does not remove 
their grievances. The fact is that Government is making a lot of 
income out of the fees realised from the sale of the folios. Under that 
very head the revenue derived from copying fees was R». 6,00,000 and 
from sale of folios R«. 2,00,000, is., Rs. 8,00,000 in all. But after the 
revision of the price of folios Government is now realising nearly 
Rs. 10,00,000 a year, in place of Rs. 8,00,000. But to what extent the 
lot of the t y piste has been improved ? Not to a very appreciable extent, 
I submit. The figures will show, Sir, that there is not very substantial 
difference between the actuals in 1925-26 which were R*. 4,06,000 and 
the demand for 1927-28 which is Rs. 4,10,000. Of course I anticipate 
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the Legal Remembrancer will say that the number of typists and 
copyists has been reduced, and that is also clear, I presume, from the 

3 P.M. 

reply that was given to one of my questions in March, 1926. In the 
table appended to the reply I find that the average monthly earnings 
of copyists and typists have increased to a certain extent, from an 
average of Rs. 30 to Rs. 32 in 1921 to Rs. 40 to Rs. 42 in 1925 in the case 
of copyists and in the case of typists from an average of Rs. 55 to 
Rs. 60 in 1921 to something like Rs. 62 to Rs. 65 in 1925. Of course, 
from the point of view of remuneration, they have got some increase, 
there is no doubt about that. But as I have said before, their grievances 
have not been removed. Ar they have no fixed pay they cannot look 
forward to any pension and so even after working for years they have 
no prospect assured to them. That is their principal grievance. So, 
I think Government should take into consideration this grievance of 
theirs and try to remove it. There is no reason why Government should 
not maintain the establishment of typists and copyists on a pay basis 
when Government is deriving a lot of revenue from copying fees and 
sale of folios. I think, Government can afford to maintain an estab- 
lishment of copyists and typists on a pay basis and Government should 
not look to making any profit out of the copying fees. If only the 
copying fees are earmarked for this purpose I think that may be 
sufficient. I do not know what reply the Hou’ble Member is going to 
give, but I should like to have a definite assurance from him or 
rather a definite reply from him why the establishment cannot be 
maintained on a pay basis and what stands in the way of giving them 
an assured pay and prospects. 

tabu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Mr. President, .Sir, I beg to say 
a few words in support of this motion. I submit. Sir, that irrefpjpctive 
of the question of profit or loss derived or incurred by Government in 
retaining this establishment, there can l>e no reason why the status of 
these copyists and typists should be uncertain. In the service of the 
Crown all men have a status, but these typists and copyists enjoy no 
privilege which a whole time servant of Government enjoys, but their 
liabilities which attach to Government service are the same whereas 
their disabilities are greater. If the copyists are late in their attend- 
ance for 3 days they lose one day’s earning, and they also cannot claim 
one month’s average earning if they apply for leave. It is true that 
they have been admitted to the benefits of a provident fund, but it la 
^ell-known that they are not entitled to the privileges of the pension 
fund. Then, Sir, the value of the folios have been increased 33} per 
cent, and that is another reason why they should be given a certain 
and definite status. In this connection 1 beg to submit that the fees 
for the folios have been unnecessarily raised by 33 J per cent. Formerly 
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each folio used to cost three annas and now it costs four annas. The 
plea of Government was that the staff of the „ copyists was maintained 
practically at a loss, but the figures which have been quoted by Bai 
Harendranath Chaudhuri and Babu Rames Chandra Bagchi go to 
show that Government are not working at a loss but makiug profit. Then 
there is another consideration, t.e., why the value of the folio should 
not be reduced. In this connection I should like to draw the attention 
of the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Department to the difference 
of cost in obtaining a copy from the Registration Department as 
compared with the cost of obtaining the same from the Civil, Revenue 
and Criminal Courts. It will lie seen that the cost in the latter depart* 
ments are very high as compared with the fees which are levied in the 
Registration Department. It appears, .Sir, that because these copyists 
and typists have not got any definite status nobody cares to take any 
interest in the selection and apjKmitnient of efficient men. I know from 
my own experience that the writings of the copyists are sometimes not 
very legible, but as they have got no certain status noltody cares for 
it and the litigants and the general public who have got to pay for the 
folios have to suffer. I know* from my experience that sometimes even 
the certified copies are not legible, and I want to draw the attention 
of the Hon 'hie Member of the Department to these things nnd 1 think 
that we are entitled to an assurance from hint that the grievances of 
these typists and copyists will be favourably considered and that they 
will be given a c ertain and definite status. 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE spoke in Bengali in support 
of the motion. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: In the first place I would 
point out that according to page Id of the Civil Budget Estimate the 
actual receipts in the year 1925-‘J(» amounted to Us. 8,79,000 and that 
I presume included fees for copies granted not only in Civil Courts, but 
also in Criminal and Revenue Courts. In the second place, the previous 
speakers do not seem to have realised that a considerable part of the 
increased fees for copies has been devoted to opening a provident fund 
for the copyists. The question as to whether after defraying the 
expenses of the provident fund there will be any money left for increas- 
ing further the pay of the copyists and typists is under consideration 
and it will take some time to consider this, because it is not merely a 
matter for the Civil Courts, but also for Criminal and other courts which 
are under different departments. It has been admitted that the ordeis 
which have been passed hove resulted in a certain increase in the earn- 
ings of the copyists and typists, and I think that their earnings will be 
further increased when District Judges and others reduce their establish- 
ment to such an extent that each copyist and typist has a full day's 
work. At present the remuneration is certainly lower in some places 
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than it should be if the copyists and typists were actually fully 
employed. I was surprised to hear one speaker say that the result of 
persons getting only between Bs. 50 and Rs. 60 a month plus provident 
fund is that satisfactory candidates are not forthcoming. In these days 
of unemployment, I should have thought that there would have been a 
good many people who would )>e glad to secure these posts : the work 
is mechanical but the income is more or less assured. As regards the 
fitness of these people for admission into the ranks of ordinary minis- 
ferial officers I am afraid that even if a qualified man is taken as a copy- 
ist his chance of getting into the ministerial service except at an early 
stage is remote as lie will not have had the proper training. Besides these 
appointments are not made by Government hut by the District fudges 
under the Civil Court Act and when a man has spent the best part of 
his life on a purely mechanical occupation he is not likely to shine 
in work which requires other qualities. Lastly, we are asked to consider 
the question of making these people wholetime Government servants. 
An estimate has been made for this and it works out to Rs. 14,79,000 
recurring: that is to say, Rs. 6,00,000 more per annum than the actual 
receipts in 1925-26. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May 1 enquire whether the esti- 
mate is based upon the existing number of copyists? 

Th« Hon 'to to Mr. A, N. MOBERLY: Yes, the estimate is based on 
the existing number of men. 

R«i HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : May 1 enquire whether 
in arriving at this additional amount of Rs. 6 lakhs the income of 
Rs. It) lakhs in 1925-26 was taken into consideration? 


The Hon’bto Mr. A, N. MOBERLY: 1 have taken the actuals. 

I oppose the motion. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 4,10,000 under the head “ 24F. — 
Civil ami Sessions Court — Remuneration to copyists ** be reduced by 
Re. 1 w'as then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Aba mad, Maulvi Asimuddin. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kasiruddin. 

1— a»l t tabu Kama* C Sandra, 
ianarjtt, Or. Sramatbanatb. 

•anarjaa, tabu Prumatha Hath. 
ii n iu rjaa, tabu Jttanoraial. 
baa* Babe fast tabbar. 

Baa* Mr. P» C. 

•tawaa. Baba tarandra Nath. 

Hawaii Maulvi Abdul util. 
Qhabravartl, Babu dtfihdra Chandra. 
Ohahrabortty, Babu Jatindra Natb. 


Chattarjaa, irijut Bijay Kumar. 
Cbaudburi, ftai Narandranatb. 

Cbaudhury, Maulvi Kbanbad Alan. 

Datta, Babu Abbil Cbandra. 

Outt, Babu Bara) Kumar. 

Bbaaa, Babu Amarandra Natb. 

Bafrait, Maulvi Abdul. 

MimauibcU, Babu Prabbu Oayal. 

Maeuo, Kail Cmdadul. 

Haaain. Nawab Musharraf, Kban 
Bahadur. 

Hue, Kban Bahadur Maulvi Ibmmut. 
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K»w, ftautvi Abul. 

Khan, Khan Btbib Maulvi Mi luzaet All. 
Khta, M«mM Tamiiuddm. 

Maiti, Bate M aba w d ra Nath. 

Mawla, Maulvi Cbaudbury fialam. 

Maftra, tnjut Mgantfra Main. 

Mukarjaa, an Jut Taraknatb. 

Rahman, Maulvi tbamaurs 


Rauf, Maulvi lyM A Mur. 
Bay, Or. Kumud tankar. 
Bay, Or. Bidban Chandra. 
Bay, Mr. 0. N. 
tadaqua, Maulvi Mabamtd. 
tarfcar, Babu Naliniranjan. 
tan, Babu Nagandra Nath, 
tan, Mr. ftatitb Chandra. 


NOES. 


Addanta-Williaim, Mr. C. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Ematfuddin. 

Ati, Mr. Altai. 

AtHtollah, Maulvi tyad Md. 

Cbakravarti, tha Han’bla Mr. Byamkaa. 
Chaudhun, tha Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Alt, Khan Bahadur, af 
Ohanbari. 

Cahan, Mr. O. 4. 

Caapar, Mr. C. 0. 

Da. Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. Q. 0. 

Donald, tho Han'bla Mr. 4. 

Drummond, Mr. 4. C. 

Outt, Mr. Q. t. 

Eddio, Mr. A. MaO. 

Faraqui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Farraotar, Mr. 4. Campbalt. 

Qhaah Maufik, Babu Batyandra Chandra. 
Qhumavt, tha Han'bla Hadji Mr. A. K. 

Abu Ahmad Khan. 

Bitahriat, Mr. B. N. 

Huaaain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Jamaa, Mr. F. E. 

Jann away, Mr. 4. H. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Laiaaatar, Liautanant-Calanal 4. C. H. 
Liddall, Mr. H. C. 


Lmdaay, Mr. 4. M. 

Mirr, Mr. A. 

Mavumdar, Bai Bahadur Jadunctlt. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mi t tar, tir Fravaah Chundar. 

Mabarly, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Morgan, Mr. 8. 

Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Ordith, Mr. 4. C. 

Phalpa, Mr. Travar J. 

Philip, Mr. 4 . Y. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. D. B. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur . 

Baikal, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Ray, tha Han’bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahauniah Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. t. N. 
taahaa, Mr. F. A. 

tarbadhikari, Dr. tir Oava Fraaad. 
tarkar, Rai tahib Rabat! Mahan, 
tattar, Khan tahib Maulvi Abdua. 
tkinnar, Mr. t. A. 
ttuart Williama, Mr. t. C. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travtrf, Mr. W. L. 

Waadhaad, Mr; 4. A. 

Wardtwarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Aye* beinp 40 and the Nona 52 the motion wu« lost. 


3-10 f.m. 


Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: I bejr to move that the demand of 
Ra. 70,02,000 under the head ** 24F.— Civil and Sessions Court* 99 be 
reduced by Re. 1 . 

The object of thi* token eut i* to draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment to the question of the want of Mussulmans in the Judicial Serviced. 
It may look rather bad for me to talk of Muhammadan employment and 
Muhammadan share in the public service* in season and out of season* 
I myself feel it Hut at the tame time I* think that I have justification on 
my tide because the importance, the prestige and the projrress of any 
community in a county? depends on various factors— population, educa- 
tion and wealth. But a share in the administration of the country it 
also an important factor in the position of a community. If you have 



200 DEMANDS FOB C$tANT8., [17th Ma*. 

I 

wealth, if you have education, but if you have no^^are in the %dminia- 
tration, you are a negligible jpctor just as the Jews are in many parts 
of the world. But these are broad questions. I confine \ayself and 
I have been asked to confine myself to the class of munsifs and other 
judicial officers. I have been told and told times without number and 
told by people who know better that efficiency and not communalism 
should be the standard for selection in the public services. I agree with 
them but the only respect in which I differ from them is that efficiency 
is not the monopoly of a particular class or particular community. 
I submit that members of my community will be found as efficient and as 
successful as any other if they are given a chance. I am afraid it is 
that chance that is wanted, opportunity is wanted and not qualifications 
that are necessary. I submit this is a matter to which some attention 
should be paid and if we have to march forward and secure for this 
country advancement both political and social it is necessary that all 
sections should advance and on that basis alone if not on any other. 
I draw the attention of the authorities and more particularly of the 
House to the want of Muhammadans in the Judicial Service. 


Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I rise to support the motion 
moved l>y my friend Maulvi Abul Knsem but not on the grounds 
advanced by him. In fact T do not support bis grounds and I take the 
liberty of challenging the grounds on which he has moved his motion. 
I hate communalism and I hute appointments on a communal basis. I 
want to take advantage of this motion and discuss the constitution of the 
Civil Courts and Sessions Courts. It is well known in Bengal that Dis- 
trict Judges and Additional Judges are recruited from three sources — 
the Indian Civil Service, the Provincial Civil Service and direct from 
the bar. But I think the bulk of the appointments — about 75 per cent., 
if not more — of District Judges and Additional Judges are made from 
the Indian Civil Service, and I think I am correct in this statement. I 
lay down a most unoontroversiul proposition when I say that all appoint- 
ments ought to be made according to fitness. Whatever may be the 
appointment, it is only the man who is qualified and fit that should be 
appointed. In this particular case I thiuk I am strictly accurate when 
I say that District Judges and Additional District Judges recruited 
from the Indian Civil Service on the day of their appointment are not 
fit, are not qualified to fill these posts. In fact attempts are made to 
give them training after their appointment. There is provision for each 
training, for instance, in Bombay, Burma and the Central Provinces, 
but not in other provinces. Here in this province there is no sort of 
judicial training given to District and Additional Judges whether 
before or after their appointment. The practice is that a Joint Magis- 
trate is appointed a District Judge at once — quit% a big jump. We all 
know that when a Joint Magistrate is appointed a District Judge he is 
innocent of law and procedure. This arrangement is extreme^ unfair 
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not on]y to mmsel£ fcut also to litigants and others. He is innocent 
the cnHl law and I nnjst say (hat the same remark is applicable 
criminal ifatters also. Now what is the position of a Magistrate? I 
tries petty "Criminal cases only and the moment he is appointed a I) 
trict Judge he has got to try very intricate sessions cases, and, thercfoi 
», 
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he is really innocent of law and procedure on both sides. It should I 
distinctly understood that I am making absolutely no reflection upc 
those gentlemen because they arc not responsible for this arrangemei 
— the appointments are rather tin ust upon them. The system of the 
appointments is anomalous; absurdity cannot go any further. The 
gentlemen are appointed to pic*ide over the courts to administer la 
which they do not themselves very much know. We know the difficult 
when Me have to argue our cases before raw District Judges, We hai 
to begin from the very alphabet*. We have to explain what a deeri 
is, what n kahaJn is, w hat a hthuhyat is. I remember, Sir, one of m 
District Judges when leaving the disttict telling us “ 1 have now lean 
some law but at your cost ”. (Hear, heart. I am not overdrawing th 
pictuie. I shall invite the attention of the House to some observatioi 
on this question made by the Civil Justice Committee of i 

their report on page 1511 . They say: 

The defects of tin* *\*tcm are obvious. No umoui 
of ability oi industry *aii compensate for the absence of training i 
ci\il law and procedure or <jualif\ the Civilian officer at one step to 1: 
the principal court of original civil jurisdiction and the principal corn 
of first appeal in the distiict. The serious drawbacks of the situntio 
thus created have long agitated the minds of the Indian authorise 
And the Government of India in a letter to the *Secretary of State, No. \( 
dated, Simla, the 4th July, 1907, recorded their opinion of the situatio 
in these emphatic teims: — 

‘ It would !»e difficult to exaggerate the political dangers of th 
present situation or the importance of effecting a material improvemen 
in the capacity, training, and status, of the Indian Civil Service Judge 
It is impossible, at any rate in the advanced province*, to justify 
under which a gentleman, who has no knowledge of civil lai 
and who ha« nevei been inside a civil court in his life, can be, and ofte 
in, at one step, promoted to be a judge of appeal in civil cases and t 
bear appeals from subordinate judges who are trained lawyers with yeai 
of legal experience. Incompetent men cannot retain their position ii 
the face of a well-founded criticism which is becoming more and mor 
•earthing as time goes on. On public grounds it is imperative tha 
dmatic steps should be taken to remove this blot on our administration.’ 1 
That the ^recommendation made in 1907, There is just anothe 
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paragraph which I cannot- Resist tne temptation .of quoting: it ib on 
page 193 , and runs as follows : — ** * •» ' J * * 

“ The question, therefor*,*' naturafly presents itself: 

what legal training has the Civilian of thj present day fpr th* important 
duties which devolve upon him? The answer, we fear ' is somewhat as 
follows: — ••• * 

lie has read in England the Indian Penal Code, the Code of Criminal 
Procedure and the Evidence Act. That may he the sum total of his 
legal knowledge. He need have learnt nothing of the underlying 
principles of law. He has not even seen the inside of a court. When 
he arrives in India he is subjected to a desultory and unscientific form 
of training which consists of learning by heart more Codes and of doing 
a little practical work. He then takes his seat on the bench where he 
has to cope with lawyers highly trained in law and endowed by nature 
with subtlety and ingenuity to an uncommon degree ” and so on and so on. 

Now, Sir, they proposed a drastic step. The drastic step that was 
proposed in certain quarters was that then* should be no recruitment of 
District Judges and Additional District Judges from the Indian Civil 
Service, but no steps have been taken during these twenty years to give 
effect to that recommendation. Again the policy of diift has been 
followed in this matter as in ull other matters. Of course the Govern- 
ment is u (it. sitting absolutely idle over this matter: they are consider- 
ing what training cun he given to these gentlemen to qualify them for 
the posts because they are not qualified at the time the appointments are 
made. Various proposals have been made. One proposal is to extend 
the period of training for probationers in England. The second pro- 
posal is to make provision for study leave for studying law in England 
— of course “on very liberal terms ” — these are not my words but of 
Government despatch. The third remedy suggested is special study at 
a later stage in England ut the Inns of Court or at the Kings Inn in 
Dublin. And for this purpose we have got to pay an advance for fees, 
firftt-elass bonus for each, and a further bonus for reading in the 
Chambers, and so on, so that we have got to qualify and train these 
gentlemen at the expense of the poor taxpayers. Now, I say, why all 
this trouble? Are not there very competent Indians outside the Indian 
Civil Service who can l»e availed of for filling up these offices? We 
can get better men and we can get them cheaper, but yet you will not 
have them. Now this is a matter to which I would draw the attention 
of the Government. Further, there is anotlier matter to which I should 
like to invite the attention of the Government as well as of this House: 
it is about the disposal of business in our Civil Courts. I am referring 
to the circulars enjoining upon Munsifs and Subordinate Judges to dis- 
pose of a certain number of cases every month .* some outturn, soma 
minimum limit, is fixed— something like that — and they have got to 
come up to a certain standard, they have got to dispoM| of a certain 
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number of Bieesf that i», ascertain amount dtaprork is insisted upon, and 
it comas to this j qdjuitily is insisted at the Ikpense of quality. It it 
a vicious systeuf, it is demoralising, and it leads inevitably to an un- 
wholesome petition amongst Munsifs and Subordinate Judges. It 
is very natural. If there is a circular like that no one would like to be 
lagging behind and found wanting, and it goes at the very unit of the 
quality of judicial work. 

Then, Sir, I should like to make some other observation* about the 
constitution of the sessions courts. These gentlemen of the Indian Civil 
Service — I repeat that I am making no personal aspersion against them 
— 1 say most of them, about Mo per cent, of them — do not understand 
Bengali. The result is that when evidence is recorded in the sessions 
court they are quite helpless: they cannot record the evidence unless 
the pleaders on both sides help them with the result that, if the Public 
Prosecutor is not very scrupulous ami if the defence pleader is absent- 
minded for a single moment, a lot of mischief is done. Take, another 
thing, rt the charge to the jury. Those gentlemen who do not under* 
stand Bengali properly cannot address the jurors in the vernacular and 
in those cu^es the charge l»e« nines a mockery. The charge is translated 
by the pe-hkar who cannot translate it properly, ami it goes without 
saying that the whole effect of the charge is lost upon the jury: they 
do not get even the spirit and substance of the address and of the observ- 
ations made by the Judge. Take, again, the case of documents. All 
our documents are :n Bengali naturally, and these gentlemen cannot 
either understand <»r read these documents for themselves, so that the 
present system is absolutely unsuitable to our province. Then, there is the 
system bv which a Subordinate Judge is made an Assistant Session* 
Judge without any previous training in criminal work. The result is 
that Subordinate Judges who have never tried .case* under section ‘552, 
Indian Penal Code, ate asked to try cases under section '102, Indian 
Penal Code. There are many other anomalies in this very important 
department of administration. A young Munsif is asked to try the 
most intricate cases the moment he is appointed after two or three year* 1 
nominal practice at the bar. 

(The member here having reached the time-limit resumed hi* seat.) 

The Hoft’bto Mr. A. N. MOBERLY : Sir, I have to meet different 
observations from two speakers and my time i* short. I, therefore, 
do not propone to deal at very great length with the speech of my 
friend Maulvi Ahul Kasem because an exactly similar motion wan 
moved last year by Maulvi Hyed Sultan Ali and replied to at that time 
fcy Sir Hugh Stephenson. Sir Hugh Stephenson explained the position 
of Government as regards appointments to public services, and he also 
pointed out, what I think Maulvi Abul K a sera knows very well, that the 
question of appointment of Munsifs rests with the High Court. 
Under section § of the Bengal and Assam Civil Courts Act, the High 
* y* I 

’ * -HP * » 
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Court shall nomiua^pcrso*^ .a? unfits ,|uwf4he Local Government 
•hall appoint them. I may meatjon, however* tfcajt as^regafrds the 
appointment of Muhammadans as Munsifs there has Jjjeen some im- 
provement since 1922. * - 1 

Babu Akhil Chandra Datta has attacked the ancient- system under 
which justice in this country is administered to a considerable extent 
by the members of the Indian Civil Service. The remarks which he 
aijade at the end of his Npeech regarding the inexperience of subordi- 
nate Judges who have to try sessions cases and of Munsifs who have 
to try intricate civil suits, rather give his case away. At the present 
moment, I may say that a larger proportion of the officers holding 
posts of District and Additional District and Sessions Judge is drawn 
from the the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) than, 1 think, at any 
previous time: so that his point is to some extent being met. It is 
complained that the Indian Civil Service officers are not specially 
trained for judicial service in this province 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA : May 1 with your permission, 
ISir, point out that it is not my complaint that they are not sufficiently 
trained; but that is it necessary at all to train them? So my complaint 
is quite the other wav. 

345 r.M. 


Thu Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY • Sir, T was trying to explain 
that Babu Akhil Chandra Datta stated that in some provinces there 
w'ere arrangements for training junior Civilians in judicial w T ork. 
That has been pressed upon us but at the present moment the cadre of 
the Indian Civil Service is so far below strength that it is impossible 
to place officers under training. 

Then as regards the disposal of business; I think, perhaps the 
•Judicial Secretary would be able to answer the details better, but I may 
mention to this House that the Hon'ble Judges of the High Court have 
been going about and inspecting the offices and courts of the various 
District and Sessions Judges, and I hope that all these points which 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta has made will be brought to their notice 
on the spot and they will be able to devise measures to deal with 
them. 

•As regards his observations regarding a circular to the effect that 
•very officer must depose of a certain number of cases every month I 
personally know of no such circular issued by the Government. But 
I shall make enquiries with a view to withdrawing it if one exists 
because I do not believe in such a system. 

I believe I have dealt with all the points and have disposed of them 
except some of the points regarding the disposal of cases which the 
High Court is in a better position to deal with. 
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I hope 'Hie fion’ble member »wjil motion. Meant inn 

1 oppose thf motion. v y*, * * * 

The motion of Maulvi Abul Kasem was then, by leave of the Coun 
til, withdrawn. 

Maulvi MOHAMED 8ADEQUE • I move that the demand o 
Rs. 3/16,000 under the head “‘.MG. — Court of Small Causes” lie refuse* 
(page 96, Civil Estimate). 

Sir, the reasons I advanced in case of motion No. 178 whirl 
stood in my name will equally hold good in this case also with this 
difference that in case of ej-parte cases in small causes in Calcutta 
half the court fee is to lie refunded. This is another favour shown U 
the litigating public residing in Calcutta. Sir, the total expenditure 
under this head is Its. 3,36,000 and for Calcutta alone Government ii 
spending Its. 2,61,000 and for the mufassal, the rest of Bengal, only 
Its. 75,000. 1 am told that the Government of Bengal is not 

concerned for this iniquitous system of taxation — one for the country 
and another for the area under the Coiporntiou of Calcutta. Sir, 
when we are financing these courts, I think, the Government ot 
Bengal, in other words this House, must have a hearing ill the muttei 
and we must have some hand -in removing the grievances of the jhkh 
villageis living in the remotest parts of Bengal. If the Hon’blf 
Member assures us that he will try his best to impress upon the 
Govern men < of India for the removal of this iniquitous system — on! 
for the town and another for the village — I am ready to withdraw my 
motion. 

The Hoft'blo Mr. A. N. M0BERLY : Sir, I do not know very 
much aliout the difference in the expenses of litigation in Calcutta and 
the mufassal. The Calcutta Court of Small Causes is constituted 
under one Act and the mufassal Courts of Small Causes under anothei 
Act. 1 have no doubt that if litigation is made unduly cheap foi 
suitors in Calcutta the Finance Department will be glad to consider i 
possible source of additional revenue. But there is one act foi 
Calcutta and another Act fdr the Presidency town and legislation wil 
have to be undertaken if this suggestion is given effect to. 

This motion is for the total refusal of the grant for the Courts o 
Small Causes and I cannot believe that my friend the mover intend 
summarily to wipe out these most useful courts. I therefore fUggeti 
that he withdraw his motion, otherwise I would oppose it. 

Maohrl MUHAMED SADEQUE 3 The object of moving this motioi 
is to bring it to the notice of the Government that the litigants ol 
Calcutta pigating in the Small Cause Courts have to pay consolidate! 
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ad valorem court fee of Ik. IQ for any aam of any amount while in the 
mufassul litigants are to pa£ ad valorem court fees *on a* graduated 
scale. This brings hardship — the system of taxation is iniquitous 
and unfavourable to the villagers. 

«, « Hi** , 

Mr* Ha Ca LIDDELL S The members remark draws attention to an 
anomaly which is due to the fact that these courts deal with different 
conditions and under different Acts. I do not know what is the ultimate 
object of this question — whether we sanction higher expenses m 
Calcutta or whether we reduce it in mufassal. I am afraid in one case 
the High Court has to be consulted and in the other the Finance 
Department will have to say much. 

1 he motion of Maulvi Mohamed Sadeque was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: That the demand of 
Ks. 10, 000 under the head 4 241. — Mukhtearship Examination charge*’ 
be refused (page 08, Civil Estimate)." 


Maulvi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: “That the demand of 
lis. Ho ,02, 000 under the head 4 24.— Administration of Justice (Reserved)’ 
be reduced by Rs. .‘Jf>.02,000 (page 8-’), Civil Estimate!." 

Bibu AKHIL CHANDRA D ATT A ! I move that the demand of 
Rs. 8T>,02,000 under the head 44 24.—Administnition of Justice" be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (page So, Civil Estimate). 

Sir. my reasons for moving this motion are the *ame which I have 
already spoken cm the other motion. As that motion has been with- 
drawn it is necessary for me to move this motion. I wish, however, only 
to deal with one or two small matters. Litigation has been increasing 
by leaps and bounds, but the numlter of officers dealing with the adminis- 
tration of justice remains practically the same. The number has not 
been appreciably increased. The result is that there is more work in 
our courts than the Munsifs or Subordinate Judges can cope with. I 
shall give on illustration. Suppose I have got ten acres of land and I 
have got ten servants to cultivate it. I purchase another 90 acres 
but I do not increase the number of servants and I ask them to cultivate 
the extra land also. The case is the same with our courts. I have 
been desired by high officials in very responsible positions to bring it 
to the notice of Government, and I do so with pleasure. 

I will also refer to one other matter, namely, the condition of the 
court houses. The litigants have to pay very dearly for justice land 
•till the courts are not in a better condition. The court rooms are so 
many pigeon holes, dark and unhealthy, and they have to take shelter 
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under the ^pro^erbial banian 4ree which is 'to be found in every 
mufassaFciirL During the cairry reason the water is not infrequently 
knee-deep in the eburt compound. Litigants have to put up with all 
manner of discomforts.. Rut I maintain that they art* entitled to have 
these remedted because they have got to pay and pay very dearly for 
the justice ■tfhich is bought and -sold in our courts. 

f 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, Order ! The time-limit i> reached and I 
would put the motion at once. 

The motion of Balm Akhil Chandra l)atta was then put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of It*. 85,02.000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “24. — Administration of Justice** (page 85, Civil 
Estimate) was then put and agreed to. 

The time-limit under the head “24. — Administration of Justice** 
having ln*en reached, the following motion was not put: — 

Maulvi 8YED MAQBUL HUSAIN, RAI JADU NATH 
MOZUMDAR Bahadur and Khan Bahadur Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: 

“ That the demand of R*. 85.02.900 under the head *24. — Administra- 
tion of Justice ' he reduced by Re. 1 (page 85, Civil Estimuteh” 

25. — Jails and Convict SfttlomanU. 

4 I' M. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT Of REVENUE MAILS) 
(the Horrible Maharaja Kthaunieh Chandra Ray Bahadur, of Nadi*)! 

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move 
that a sum of Rs. *14,10,000 Ik* granted for expenditure under the head 
“25. — Jails and Convict Settlements’’ (page 90, Civil Estimate). 

This department has lieen the subject of special enquiries in recent 
years. The Indian Jails Committee of 1919 submitted their recoin* 
mendatioiih to the Government of India in 1920. These recommenda- 
tions were no fewer than 584 in numlier, many of them involved heavy 
expenditure while several were very urgent. This Government have 
been gradually giving effect to these recommendations, and headway 
has already been made in respect of a considerable number. A Special 
Committee is now sitting to examine details of several questions. The 
general policy has been to say in one word — “ reformation Hon’ble 
Sir Hugh Stephenson in his speech this time last year analysed this 
ideal thus: (/) improving the conditions of the prisoners, both during 
incarceration and afterwards, ( 2 ) improving the condition and work of 
the jail staff, and ( 3 ) improving the jail buildings. 
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The first iteqfccomes foremost, and within it the most important is 
separation of different classes of convicts, habifuals and noti-habituals, 
youthful offenders and adolescents and so forth. This \?ouncil passed 
an Act in 1922. Under this Act the Magistrate may, instead of 
sending a youthful offender to jail, direct him, when he is below 13 years, 
to be detained in an Industrial School, and when between 13 find 16 in a 
Reformatory School. The Act has been put in force in the town of 
Calcutta and oertuin parts of Howrah. It implies that there should 
be provision of a Reformatory and Industrial School somewhere. In 
the absence of a suitable private institution of this kind, a part of the 
Juvenile Jail at Alipore has been converted into a Reformatory School 
(at present there are ubout 50 inmates), and an officer of the Education 
Department has been placed in charge as Superintendent. It is pro- 
posed to locate an Industrial School here and when this has been 
effected the entire institution will be taken over by the Education 
Department. 

(2) This, however, cannot be done till the adolescents have been 
provided for elsewhere, and till then it is not possible to extend further 
the Children Act. Adolescents are young prisoners between 16 to 21 
yeans of age. It was decided by the Council last year that an institu- 
tion on the lines of what is known in England as a Borstal School 
should be opened. A Borstal Institution is a place where adolescent, 
offenders are detained, instead of being sent to an ordinary jail. They 
are given industrial training and are subjected to such disciplinary and 
moral influences as would conduce to their reformation and to the 
prevention of crime. It will be necessary to pass a Borstal Act and a 
Bill will shortly be introduced. I will not, therefore, go into further 
details, but I trust the scheme will be welcome to this Council. It 
wu«s decided that the Bankura Jail should cease to be a District Jail 
and that the buildings here should, after necessary additions and 
alterations, be used for the Borstal Institution. Till the Act is passed, 
adolescent offender* will be transferred to this place where they will 
receive special treatment similar to that in a Borstal Institution. The 
additions and alterations are expected to !>e completed by April next, 
and what the Council is now being asked for is to sanction the cost of 
nceeswarv establishment and contingencies ns detailed in the schedule. 

.The question of separation of non-hnhjtuals above 21 from habitual 
criminals has not been forgotten. The last Council sanctioned the 
purchase of the Army Clothing I)ep5t at Alipore from the Government 
of India. This has been effected, and the site will be available for a 
new prison for under-trials and possibly also for simple imprisonment 
prisoners and women if it is decided to use tbe Presidency Jail mainly 
for babitnals. 
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We have also taken up the Indian Jails CommitiBe’s recommends 
tions regarding the condition and work of the jail staff, and this Council 
is aware that fhe jlbsition is just now under investigation by a Special 
Committee presided over by Mr. Justice Pearson. We shall await their 
report ; *mit in the meantime several items which are imperative have 
been included in the demands now presented. The separation of exe- 
cutive antf clerical functions in the subordinate jail staff has been a 
crying need and some headway was made last year when the Council 
sanctioned the appointment of Deputy Jailors as distinct from jail 
clerks. The scheme needs now further development and it is obvious 
there must be at least one clerk and one Deputy Jailor in each District 
Jail. These addition* to the staff in the jails and some addition to 
the staff in the office of the Inspector General of Prisons are also 
justified on account of increase of work owing to effect having been 
given to a large number of recommendations of the Indian Jaila 
Committee. 

fifaving the jails, the <|uestion of employment of prisoners after 
release is also important. It is, however, a matter which is primarily 
for the public to take up; but Government should be prepared to grant 
financial assistance to any institution for the after-care of prisoners. 

I trust the Council will pass the small amount of Rs. 3,000 just to 
encourage this philanthropic object. 

I will not go into details, but what I have just explained cover the 
bulk of the increase in the demand for 1027-28 over the current year's 
grant. The rest of the increase is only due to normal expansion. We 
propose, however, to instal some up-to-date machinery’ for blanket- 
making in the Dacca Central Jail. There is a growing demand in the 
various departments of Government and outside for woollen goods of 
this jail, and the new machinery will also give occasional relief to the 
existing plant, which might break down at any time. 

I hope, Sir, I have made the position clear and have been able to 
convince the House as to the justification of my demand. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: “ That the demand of 
Hs. 27,35,000 under the head 4 25A. Jails ’ be reduced by It*. 1,00,000 
(page 00, Civil Estimate).” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: In the absence of Mauivi 
Abul Knsem, may I have your permission to move the following motion 
which stands against hi* name? 

44 That the demand of Ra. 27,35,000 under the 4 26A. — Jaila f 
be reduced by Re. 1 fpage 09, Civil Estimate). ” 
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Mr. President, my object in taking on this motion is to initiate 
a general discussion of the policy of jail administration; and my 
claim to intervene in this matter is that I have a more direct, first-hand, 
and perhaps a more extensive experience of jail-life than any body else 
in this Council. I have been an inmate of these jails for 21 months, 
not a day less; 1 have had personal experience of three institutions, 
viz., the Presidency and Alipore Central Jails und the Berhampore 
District Jail; and I have been all kinds of a prisoner — an ordinary 
prisoner, a special prisoner and also a convict officer — a night watch- 
man although I do not think I had ever to keep watch at nights. 
It may be conceded, therefore, that niv experience of jail-life, if not 
exactly vast is certainly varied; and I am willing to place all this 
experience at the disposal of the Hon’ble Member. 

1 Khali, at the very outset, try to clear away a very prevalent 
misconception under which the public mind seems to labour. There 
is aft idea about that these Indian jails are hells upon eaith — places 
of torture and torment unutterable. They are nothing of the sort. Cor- 
poral punishment is still inflicted no doubt, but it is inflicted very seldom, 
and such instances of punishments are neither bloody nor brutal. 
1 know that there are exceptions, and there are some of my friends 
oven here who have, in their own ]>erso!is, l>een the viotims of the 
most barbarous forms of punishment' — but these are exceptions. 
Also, there are certain jailors, jail superintendents and even District 
Magistrates l>e it said to their shame who still labour under the 
mediaeval superstition that jails are primarily places of torture and 
punishment and not asylums for correction as they ought to be. 
But, as I have said, the ordinary state of things is different. So far 
as the dietary is concerned, I know that many of my friends are 
ready with sarcastic expressions al>out the toothsome character of 
the lap si or porridge supplied for morning-meal in jails : but, speak- 
ing deliberately and with a full sense of responsibility, I should say 
that the scale of dietary prescribed for jails is sufficient and generous. 
Also as regards the labour that prisoners are called upon to perform, 
1 t'nn not say that it is very hard or strenuous — I shall not call it light, 
but certainly it is not exceptionally heavy. So much may be said 
about the credit side of our jails. I know that there is a debit 
aide also, but 1 shall leave it to some of my friends here to talk about 
that Aspect of things. Meanwhile, I have some suggestions to make 
which, 1 hope, the Hon’ble Member in charge will take into considera- 
tion. 1 wish to lay emphasis on one point specially — and I am giad 
that the Hon’ble Meml^er has also referred to it — anil that is the neces- 
sity for the entire segregation of habitual prisoners. From my 
experience of jails, I am convinced of one thing, riz., that among 
jail inmates uot more than 10 per cent, so far at least as the Bengal 
jails are concerned, are criminals by nature. The rest, 90 per cent* 
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of them, are driven to crime, partly by hunger, destitution, parti; 
in defence of their rights against the incursions of*the samindar, am 
sometimes, strange as it may seem, from a misplaced spirit of adven 
ture; but, so far as the bulk of them are concerned, the fact remain 
that they are not habitual criminals, though they are made criminal 
after a short or long term of imprisonment as the case may be 
Therefore, I say, the first necessity of jail administration is that tin 
habituals should be segregated in different prisons. It may be sail 
that this is a large order, but it is not if one sets intelligently about 
it. If one of the central jails is reserved especially for the purposi 
of segregating habitual offenders, the thing can be done both easil) 
and economically. But if it is not jHxssible to segregate habitua 
prisoners in separate jails, I should at least press for another thin* 
and that is the complete separation of habituals from non-habitual 
withiu the same jail. There is also another point which must la 
taken into consideration in this connection, namely, that habitua 
prisoners should, as far as possible, be confined in cells and not it 
association wards. 

So much for the general jmlicy of administering the jails. I shall 
now puss on to the internal economy of jail-life and what improve- 
ments can he affected there. First of all, what is required is tht 
re-arrangement of the latrine accommodation. This may seem a very 
small thing, but it is of very great importance, so far as the health 
and moral welfare of the prisoners are concerned. We, people of 
Bengal, have certain standards of decency of our own which are very 
different from standards of decency observed by Englishman, and out 
standards of decency — even the standards of the lowest classes 
among our people—are violated by the stupid system of latrine 
accommodation that is provided in our jails. It is an outrage on out 
sense of decency, and once you break down decency, you break down 
one of the most important barriers in the way of crime. The second 
thing that requires attention is the provision of better clothing. I 
do not say that richer stuff should be supplied but clothing of a 
different type. The jungiyas that are now given out are mere strip* 
of loin cloth. I know that in the case of Muhammadans a difference 
is made and their jungiyas reach down to the knees, but that is only 
justified on religious considerations. I should ask the Hon’bk 
Member-in-charge to extend the same privilege to all classes of 
prisoners for the sake of enabling them to maintain such rags and 
remnants of decency as they may still possess. 

Another thing which I wish to suggest— it may seem trivial tc 
people who have no experience of jails but it is of the utmost 
importance all the same— is the provision of some tobacco foi 
prisoners. More than 76 per oent. of jail offences are due to th« 

18 
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inordinate craving for tobacco on the part of prisoners, and, if yon 
provide tobacco, you put a stop to these crimes. 

Mauhfi ABUL KA8EM: What will happen to jail warders? You 
want to stop their remuneration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. liannerjee, you need not take any notice 
of these remarks. 

JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Another thing which jail 
authorities may take into consideration — this also may seem trivial 
to people who have no experience of jail life — is» the provision of some 
kind of amusement for prisoners, such as a supply of playing cards. 
When I came to the Alipore Central Juil for a short time in 1923 
I found that a wonderful change had been effected in the jail-life 
of the ordinary prisoners. Major Salisbury, acting either on his own 
initiative or upon hints we had ourselves dropped sometime before, 
had distributed cards among prisoners for playing in the association 
wards, and there was, in consequence of this innovation, a remark- 
able improvement in the conduct of prisoners und also in their recon- 
ciliation to prison life. 

There are certain other points as regard the administration of 
jails which 1 should like to suggest. In the first place, I may say 
that I do not agree with a suggestion made by Dr. Pramat banal h 
llanerjea some time ago. Up pleaded for the abolition of Superin- 
tendents while 1 would urge an extension of the system and press 
for a whole-time Superintendent being placed in charge of each jail — 
though this Superintendent need not necessarily belong to the 
Indian Medical Service. My suggestion in this connection is that 
jailors should be eligible for promotion to the rank of Superinten- 
dents. My second suggestion would be for the aladition of the system 
of convict warders— a system which keeps the door wide open for 
corruption, oppressin and all sorts of bestial practices. I would ask 
for the abolition of the whole system. 

There is another matter which I should like to suggest in this 
connection, namely, about the present system of distributing the garden- 
produce of jails among jail officers, District Magistrates and Civil 
Surgeons. This system should be abolished altogether. Under the 
Jail Code it is provided that a portion of the garden-produce should 
be distributed among jail officers but no provision is made for distribut- 
ing it among Civil Surgeons and District Magistrates. In point of 
fact, however, the Ijon’s share goes to these highly paid officials— 
I do not know why. The whole thing should be abolished and it 
ought to be msde criminal for any Government official to be found 
in possession of jail produce. 
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Sir, it is oftentimes forgotten, forgotten .not simply by the 
Government but forgotten even by us, that these inmates of jails 
are human beings like ourselves. I should appeal to the Hou'bie 
Member and, through him, to*the Government not to treat them 
entirely as pariahs and outcastes, but to treat them with humanity 
and compassion and to ameliorate their condition by every means 
that may be jmssible. 

4-15 r.M. 

Babu 8ARAL KUMAR DUTT: Sir, I rw* to support the motion 
and my purpose in supporting this motion is to bring censure on the 
jail administration of Bengal. It is really curious that no very serious 
criticisms have been made on the working of this department since 
192*3 when Dr. Pramnthamith Banerjea raised several points and was 
assured in reply that the recommendations of the Jail Committee of 
1919-20 could not be carried out for want of funds. 

Four years have passed and out of 584 recommendations only one 
or two have lieen effected in the shape of enactments. It really fails 
my understanding how Government could be so slow in the acceptance 
of these recommendations. If Government really means serious busi- 
ness it ought not to treat these suggestions as mere dead-letter. Several 
times there were enquiries and formation of committees at a tremendous 
cost but the tardiness in acting upon the lines suggested by these com- 
mittees shows the reluctance on the part of the Government to move 
it, the line of prison reforms. 

Sir, I can assure this House with certainty that the administration 
of jails in my district has miserably failed. The jail authorities there 
are going on in an arbitrary manner with impunity. They have ceased 
to look upon the prisoner as an individual and have conceived of him 
rather as a unit in the jail administrative machinery. In Bengal, Sir, 
the purpose of i in prison men t has never been reformative; on the 
contrary exceedingly punitive and sometimes I should say vindictive. 
I shall be confirmed, I hope, in the statement 1 make by any one who 
has had the fortune of having been dragged into a British Indian Jail. 

You have all heard of the recent hunger-strike of Barisal prisoners. 
This is not the first of its kind. It is perhaps the fifth or the sixth time 
when the prisoners had to resort to hunger-strike. A hunger-strike 
is not a fun and the prisoners are not so foolish as to indulge in funs 
when their own lives are concerned. I do not refer, Sir, to petty pin- 
pricks, the round of refined cruelties and the display of arrogance which 
the jail authorities show as part of their day's business. But I refer, Sir, 
to positive acts of violence on the prisoner, acts of violence on bis moral 
sentiment# and spiritual nature. I shall refer to Lt.-Col. Mulvany'a 
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evidence before the Jail Committee. The Colonel was an experienced 
officer and he had to admit that the treatment meted out to prisoners 
sometimes “ outraged his feelings It really made a sensitive man 
insane. The result of this inhuman treatment is that whpn the prisoner 
gets out, he i^t not a moral man and becomes either a cynic or a rebel. 
So my charge against Government is that the jail administration here 
lacks a human outlook. 

I should now pass on to one other matter, the treatment of political 
prisoners. The report of the Jail Committee entered into a long dis- 
cussion on the question and dismissed its own argument in the conclusion 
that the political prisoner is to be treated as any other criminal. I 
need hardly say that the conclusion is wrong in principle and out- 
rageous to cominonsense and sentiment and the opinion of the Central 
Government on this point was different. I do not know how far has 
the Local Government carried out the w’ishes of the Government of 
India, and I beg to draw in this connection the attention of the lloutie 
to a few lines in the report made by the Government of India in 1924-25 : 
Dc/e it is stated: “The Government of India after conferring with 
the representatives of the Ix>cal Governments issued general instructions 
to enable prisoners convicted of certain offences to be accorded special 
treatment. These instructions, however, apply not only to the cases 
of men sentenced for offences connected with political movement but 
to all prisoners convicted of other offences, and it is laid down that 
each case was to lie considered on its merits and Hhe selection of 
differential treatment might depend on the status, character and edu- 
cation of the prisoner as well as on nature of his offence/’ 

Sir, in civilised countries of modern times this difference between 
political prisoners and ordinary criminals has been recognised. Since 
Lord Morley s Chief Secretaryship of Ireland under the third adminis- 
tiation of Gladstone, Irish political prisoners received quite a differen- 
tial treatment than the ordinary' criminals. In England too, prisoners 
of this class receive special treatment. In America also political 
prisoners are treated with great leniency. But it is only in doomed 
India, except in the case of State prisoners, t.r.„ those who are arrested 
under Regulation III of 1818 or in a few cases may be, this difference 
is not at all recognised. 

In conclusion, Sir, I submit that the time has come for the Govern- 
ment to lay down special instructions for differentiating political 
offenders from those people who commit crime for personal gain, interest 
or vengeance giving them better status and dietary. Prison rules ought 
to follow the development of human psychology and modern national 
aspirations. Criminology and penalogy must be toed into the lines 
with the advancing social conditions. 

[At 4-20 r.v, the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 
4-80 *.m»] 
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Babtl SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, f rise to support this 
motion. My purpose in supporting it is to draw the attention of the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the department and of the hon’ble members 
of this House to the mal-administration of the Jail Department. I 
would refer to matters in connection with the work that is given in 
the jails, food, bed and accommodation. 

1 will first deal with the work that is given. Generally the convicts 
of good health are given hard work and by hard w’ork is principally 
meant the grinding of wheat und working the ghani , i.e. t the machine 
for making oil. But I submit, Sir, that the amount of such work is 
given to an individual is too hard for one man to do. My knowledge 
i* that one person is given 12 seers of wheat to grind, but I can say 
flow personal experience that it is impossible for a man to grind more 
tluin seven seers. The prisoners are nevertheless purposely given 12 
seers and are punished for not l»eing able to do that work. This is the 
order which is generally followed, I think, in almost all the jails. As 
regaids the ghani work I can emphatically say that this is the hardest 
work imaginable. It is physically impossible for a convict to do the 
quantity of work that is ordinarily given to him. My friend Mr. J. L. 
Bannerjee who spoke before me eulogised the Government for good 
treatment to prisoners but l am sorry T cannot agree with him in this 
respect. Like him I also claim experience of jail life as I was for 
15 months in jail and know something of it. 1 can dare say that the 
prisoners are treated like anything short of men. There is a common 
saying ubout ghani work — the jailor tells the convict — here is the 
mustard and I want you to get so much oil out of it — it does not matter 
whether the mustard is good or bad. Tn any ease the jailor must have 
the required quantity of oil and punish the prisoner when he fails 
to give the same. Sir, it is simply inhuman and brutal. 

Then, Sir, u* regards food, I have many complaints. The breakfast 
is given with lapnhi which contains mostly dust and particles of un- 
eatable things and is quite unfit for human consumption. This is 
swallowed by the convicts only because hunger is the best sauce. 
During ray 15 months’ stay in jail I could not take lapxhi for more than 
one day. Then comes the midday and eveni ug meals. The menu 
is principally rice, vegetable and (!aL I shall deal with the vegetables 
first. Kir, the garden vegetables are as a matter of rule to be given first 
to the prisoners, then to the officers of the jail and the residue if nnv 
is to be sold to people outside. But what actually happens is just the 
opposite. The vegetables are first distributed to jailors and other 
officers including the warders and then the best things are sold to the 
purchasers oustide and the remaining portion which is unfit for human 
consumption is given to the convicts. In Faridpur Jail, while we 
were there, the yellow leaves of cabbages and radishes were used to be 
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given to the prisoners The quality of food prepared with such yellow 
leaves is easily imaginable. I can cite one instance in which one cow 
got sick by eating the food that was prepared with such leaves and she 
•died, I should say something of other articles of food also. Like my 
friend Mr. J. L. Bannerjee I have no complaint against the dietary 
•of the jail ; but what is objectionable is that the ration which is required 
to be supplied to the prisoners by law is not actually supplied and I 
^an give ample proof that a portion of it goes to the officers of the jail — 
from the jailors downwards to the warders. Then the remaining por- 
tion falls in the hands of the mates — the mates are convicts who have 
finished half the period of their punishment — being in charge of 
khatsu — technical denomination of cooking department — take out the 
best portion to get tobacco and other necessaries in exchange thereof 
and then what remains is given to the prisoners. This is a mean 
corrupt practice connived at by the jail authorities. 

Bo far about the quality and quantity of food articles, now 1 should 
like to give the hon’ble members of the House some idea as to the method 
of cooking the food. In the Faridpur Jail there were about 1,100 con- 
victs including about 550 political prisoners and for these 1,100 persons 
dal was used to be prepared in a karahi — I mean a pan — of gigantic 
ai*e. About a niaund of dal was put into the pan and some water being 
poured into it one man was to dive into the pan with his unclean feet 
and move his legs for some time for the purpose of washing the dal. 
The beauty was that instead of the dal l>eing cleansed the dust and 
cither dirty things remained within the pan. Then the pan was to lie 
placed on a chvla which may be t ailed a Rabaa-chula as it is as big as 
anything and the whole thing was to lie taken down as soon as the dal 
was half ladled. A disproportionately small quantity of oil and spices 
was then put into a big hat a to lie heated on the said chvla and as soon 
as it became u little hot the oil with tue spices was to lie poured into 
the half lioiled dal. Thus the dal was cooked. It was impossible for 
anybody to say whether it was .l/iiswr, or Muny, or Arahar. It had a 
patent taste of its owm disagreeable to human beings. The vegetables 
were also washed and rooked in the same process. And I believe the 
same process of cooking prevails till to-day. Sir. we. the Bengalees, 
are not used to taking half lioiled things as some of the more civilised 
people are but our people in jail are forced to eat the same — not only 
half lioiled hut unclean articles of food. I cannot conceive of a more 
cruel and unsympathetic treatment than this. 

Then about beds. Bedsheets are only supplied to prisoners in hos- 
pitals. I was of course made a special class prisoner after two months 
and I will not go into the chapter of such prisoners. I shall deal only 
with the treatment meted out to ordinary prisoners. It is only when 
a visitor or the Inspector General comes on inspection that bedsheete 
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are supplied to the prisoners for an hour or so ahd as soon as the visitor 
or the inspecting officer goes away they are taken away. No pillow 
is given to the prisoners and thp blankets that are given per head are 
quite insufficient. Clothing too is insufficient. My friend Mr. Bannerjee 
has said about jangias and I would like to say a few words about the 
hurta *. Kurtos are given two per head per annum and they are ab- 
normally short. Much has to be done to improve the clothing and I 
draw the attention of the Hon’ble Member in chrage to this point. 

Then about accommodation. T understand that some prisoners have 
to be confined in solitary places which are called cells. I was in the 
Dacca Central Jail where there are many cells. Probably many mem- 
Irers have no idea as to the dimension of such a cell. It is al»out 6 feet 
in breadth and 10 feet in length and there is no ventilator except one 
at the top and one door made of iron bars to serve the purpose of both 
a door and a window. Many of these cells are north fared — obviously 
meant for additional punishment. I was put in such a north-faced 
cell. You can very well imagine how very trying it is to live in such 
a room during the winter and so I closed the door with a blanket, but 
one night at about 10 p.m. the Jail Superintendent came and asked me 
why I had put the blanket on the door and to that 1 said that I did 
so as I could not bear the cold. The Tail Superintendent said that T 
was not entitled to put this blanket on the door as in that case the 
warder would not W able to see me from outside. 

I was told that it offended against the Jail Code and I was not 
entitled to put up a blanket against the door and must keep it open 
so that the warder watching me might see me pioperly. Though the 
night was very cold I had to olw»v the order. Then ns to the condition 
of the jail buildings I should say that the buildings which are one 
ttoried are ordinarily damp. Yet no wooden nor iron cot’is ordinarily 
given to a prisoner hut lie is to lie on a blanket only on the floor. 
Members can easily understand how horrible it is to lie only on one 
blanket on the damp floor specially in the winter. Sir, this is the 
treatment meted out to prisoners in Bengal and my friend Mr. Bannerjee 
has given good compliments to the Government for it. 

I had many things to tel! you. Sir, hut the time is very shott so 
I shall take another opportunity of further speaking about tbe jail. 
Now before I resume my seat I shall say a few words about inspection 
in ti»e jails: Inspections are generally made by Superintendents of 
Jails who in most eases do not know or understand Bengali. It is 
tbe rule that tbe inspector has to go to every ward at least once a 
week and has to bear complaints made by the prisoners in course of 
bis round. When the Superintendent goes on ronnd, tbe prisoners 
are to tell their grievances, if any, but it depends on the sweet will 
of tbe jailor to put up the complaint before him properly. 
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(Here the member reached the time limit but was allowed one 
minute to finish his speech.) 

I know, Sir, of one instance of an. old convict in the Dacca Jail 
who bad wanted mustard oil as he had itches on his person. The 
Superintendent had granted him mustard oil but the jailor did not 
supply him with it. On the next day of the round the prisoner com- 
plained before the Superintendent that he was not supplied with the 
mustard oil. The Superintendent asked the jailor what was the com- 
plaint. The jailor interpreted that the convict wanted ointment! 
The Superintendent wrote on his ticket that he should be supplied 
with ointment. The poor prisoner wanted mustard oil but got oint- 
ment ! This is the method of inspection, Sir, and this is the nature 
of treatment of complaints! What I have said, Sir, is all from personal 
experience. Hed-tapism has never succeeded in relieving the suffer- 
ings of the weak and it will not help the unfortunate prisoners in 
jails. The Inspector-General of Prisons and other visitors may do 
their duty all right but many things are concealed from them and 
they do not know the things that are ordinarily done in the jail. So 
I urge for confidential enquiry by Hie TTon’ble Member in charge oi 
the Department nnd also by the non -official members of this House. 
I appeal in the name of humanity for immediate and proper redress 
of the silent sufferings of our fellow beings groaning behind the prison 
walls. 

With these few words I beg to support this motion. 

Th« Hon’blt Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
af Nadias When my friend Professor Bnnnerjee got up with the 
deliberate object of waiving bis hand towards the Treasury benches 
I must confess I was frightened hut soon I found that he was advocat- 
ing on my Itehalf practically those reforms which Government have 
already taken in hand. He has given us his experience — the first hand 
experience that he has had in the jail, and T am very grateful to him 
for bringing to the notice of Government the suggestions he has to 
put forward. I can assure him that I shall on my part place all the 
suggestions More the Committee that are at the moment sitting and 
I have no doubt that they will go carefully into these matters. I 
shall be very glad if Professor Bannerjee will come to my office and 
see the mem bent of the Committee himself and offer any further 
suggestions that be has to make. 

Mr. Dutt has made recommendations which involve increased 
expenditure on the reserved side. I am grateful for this small mercy 
towards the reserved half of Government. 

Mr. Biswas has given us an excellent kindergarten demonstration 
which is largely an exposition of his experience in the jail culinary. 
He was there for about 15 months and be has given us an account 
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of the food which was offered him, and has told us how certain food 
caused the death of a cow with four stomachs although a man with 
only one stomach survived it. ^\.t one time I happened to he a visitor 
of a district jail. I brought certain defects to the notice of Govern- 
ment and I must say that they were immediately attended to. I have 
no reason to believe that the Jail Department will take no notice oi 
the reports which are sent up by the non-official visitors of the jails. 
I can assure my friend that such reports do receive careful con- 
sideration and action is taken as funds permit. 

Some members have raised the question of garden vegetables. I 
say at once that the Jail Code rules provide that the surplus of jail 
products may be given to the officers on payment of the price. This 
privilege is confined to those cases where there is an excess over the 
requirements of a jail. Vegetables which are grown in the jail com- 
pound must be given to the convicts first. I do not think I need 
add anything further than what has already Wen said and I hope that 
this motion will not be pressed. 

4-45 i*. m . 

Babu JITEttDRALAL BANNERJEE: I do not press the motion* 

I simply wanted to draw the Hon’lde Member’s attention. 

The motion that the demand of lls. 27,35,000 under the head “ 25A* 
—Jails” he reduced by Re. 1 was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called hut not moved : — 

Maiilvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD* 44 That the demand ol 
Rs. 34,10.1)00 under the head 4 25. — Jails and Convict Settlements 
[Reserved) ’ he reduced by Rs. 32, 16, (KM) (page 09, Civil Estimate).*' 

Dr. PRAMATHAMATH BANERJEA: I Wg to move that the 
lemand of Rs. 34,16,000 under the heud 44 25. — Jails and Convict 
settlements (Reserved)” W reduced by Rs. 4,00,000 (page 99, Civil 
Estimate). 

Sir, the question of jail administration has Wen discussed by 
previous speakers, and I wish to confine myself only to the financial 
ispect of it. The total expenditure in the ensuing year’s budget under 
his head is estimated to exceed the expenditure of last year by about 
[la. 4$ lakhs and the main sub-heads which ore responsible for this 
expenditure are the charges for establishment, supplies and services, 
contingencies, charges for the Bengal Ordinance Act detenus outside 
Bengal, and the Borstal Institution. Now, Sir, the Hon 'hie MemWi 
n charge of this department has told us that the increase in staff is 
justified, but he has not mentioned the grounds on which he seeks to 
justify such increase. The members of this House will, therefore* 
taturally take a different view of the matter. As regards services and 
supplies I find that there is an increase of more than half a lakh, and 
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contingencies show an increase of nearly a lakh. I do not remember 
to have heard any explanation as to the necessity of these increases. 
As for the charges for maintaining the, Bengal Ordinance Act detenus 
in jails outside Bengal which amount to no less than Rs. 84,000 and 
I urge that these detenus he released on grounds of humanity as 
well ns in the interests of economy. lastly, Sir, I welcome the addi- 
tion of the amount which is proposed to be spent on the Borstal 
Institution as I believe it is a move in the right direction. 

I desire in connection with this demand to invite the attention of 
the House to the recommendations made a few years ago by the Retrench- 
ment Committee. That Committee suggested that some of the district 
jails should be converted into subsidiary' jails so that a considerable 
saving might be effected in expenditure. I do not think much has 
been done in this direction ns yet. Secondly, the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee suggested that a large number of short-sentence prisoners should 
be released in the interests of economy and in view of the opinion held 
by modern advanced penologists. There was a further recommendation 
made bv that Committee which also deserves the consideration of the 
House and of the Government. This is that there should be a more 
•speedy disposal of cases and a greater readiness to grant bail. The 
acceptance of this recommendation will considerably decrease the 
expenditure in the .Tail Department and will afford some relief to 
persons who are not convicts but are merely detained temporarily in 
eustodv. 


Tha Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
Hi Nadias Dr. Bnnerjea has raised three points, first the increase of 
establishment, second, the case of the detenus und thirdly the recom- 
mendations of the Retrenchment Committee. 

As regards the increase of establishment this was sanctioned by 
■the last Council and some re-organisation has been effected. Therefore 
this expenditure muRt be provided for. 

As regards the detenus, my department is not directly concerned 
with their release or with the keeping of them in prison. If we have 
detenus in the jails I must feed them, clothe them, and look after them. 
If for that no money is provided nothing can be done for the detenus 
-concerned. 

As regards the lecommendations of the Jails Commission and the 
lletrenchment Committee, I can say here that some of their recom- 
mendations have beeu accepted and given effect to. I do not know 
whether my hobble friend has seen this list. I would mention just a 
few of the items. The District Jail at Baraset has been converted 
into a sub-jail with effect from the 1st April, 1923: the District Jail 
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at Noakhali lias been converted into a sub-jail with effect from th 
1st April, 1924: the District Jail at Malda has been converted into i 
sub-jail with effect from 1st April, 1925. I do not propose to take th« 
House through the whole list. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: May I know how manj 
district jails have been converted into sub-jails? 

The Hon’We Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: In that case I have got to go through the whole list. If th< 
hon’ble member comes to inv office I can give him all the informatiot 
he wants. As I was saying, some of the recommendations of th< 
Retrenchment Committee have already been accepted. I think I hav< 
been able to satisfy my friend and 1 trust he will be pleased to with 
draw his motion. 

Th© motion of Dr. Pramathanath Banerjeu was then put and lost 

The following motions were not moved: — 

Brijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA and Rai JADUNATH MAZUM 
DAR Bahadur: That the demand of Rs. 34,16,000 under the heac 
‘ 25. — Jails and Convict Settlements * be minced by Re. 1 " (page 99 
Civil Estimate). 

The motion that u sum of Rs. ‘14, 10,000 1 h* granted for expenditun 
under the head “ 25. — Jails and Convict Settlements M was then pul 
and agreed to. 

5 p.m. 


28. — Polios. 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hoit’bk 
Mr. A. N. Moberty): On the recommendation of Hift Excellency tiu 
Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,72,25,000 be granted foi 
expenditure under the head “20. — Police " (page 109, Civil Estimate) 

Brijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERdEE: I beg to move that tb« 
demand of lts. 3,5**1,000 under the head “ 20A. — Presidency Police- 
Pay of Sergeants " l>e reduced by Rs. 71,000 (page 111, Civil Estimate) 

In moving this motion 1 beg to state that the estimated expendi 
tur© on this item in 1926-27 is Us. 2,82,000. The budget for 1927-2f 
is Rs. 3,53,000, that is, an increase of Rs. 71,000. The increase oi 
expenditure is due to the increase in the number of sergeants frow 
138 in 1926-27 to 196 in 1927-28. There should not be any furthei 
increase in the number of sergeants. We do not think that there ii 
any necessity for this increase in the number of police officers. At 
•anting for argument’s sake, hut not admitting that there is any neces- 
aity for the increase of police officers, I beg to suggest that, if necessary, 
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the number of Indian constables may be increased, but the number of 
European sergeants should not be increased any further. Police officera 
are bad enough, European police officers are worse. Uneducated Euro* 
pean police officers in India are perhaps the worst possible. They look 
down upon all Indians. However educated, of whatever social posi- 
tion an Indian may be, in their eves all Indians are mere natives. 
(A voick : Niggers.) They treat all Indians with great contempt. 
They are incapable of thinking that an Indian can be respectable. 
The European sergeants in all the public places — in the gardens, at 
jetties, in railway stations, on public streets, in crowded thorough- 
fares — these sergeants are positive nuisances. Sir, it is not a mere 
conjecture, but a matter of daily occurrence, and every Indian has to 
face such insults almost daily from these sergeants. 

It is sometimes suid that the Indians do not co-operate with the 
police. How can the Government expect that the Indians should go 
down to the extent of pocketing such insults, and then extend his hand 
of co-operution to the police. Sir, by bringing down such raw, un- 
educated, unmannerly persons from Europe and employing them as 
police sergeants, the Government is fomenting discontent in India. It 
is not the Indians that are responsible for the discontent in India, hut 
the Government itself, by its unstatesmanlike policy, is responsible foi 
the discontent in India. 

Sir, from Sanskrit books, and especially from the Sanskrit dramas, 
we learn that uneducated (the Royal brothers-in law, or in 

other words brothers- in-1 aw of Royal families) were employed as police 
officers. They were also uneducated, but one word can be said in 
their favour, that they were Indians and so they understood the langu- 
age of the people, their social customs and manners. Here we find 
that these raw, uneducated European sergeants can neither understand 
the language, nor the customs and manners of the Indian people. 

I cannot conclude my speech without referring to two things of 
recent happening. One is the conduct of the police sergeants during 
Hindu processions with images of our Gods, and the other is the 
attitude of police sergeants towards the motor bus drivers, conductors 
and motor bus owners. They allow the utmost privilege and preference 
to the motor buses of the Calcutta Tramway Company managed by 
Europeans, whereas they inflict all sorts of hardship and oppression 
on the private motor bus owners. For this not only the bus owner* 
suffer, but the public for whose convenience the motor buses are running 
also suffer much, especially during office hours and rainy season. 8if% 
I do not want to take much time of the hon’ble members of this House; 
the matter is of great importance and much can be said on it, but I 
appeal to them to support my motion for this reduction. It is not * 
motion for wholesale rejection, hut only a motion for a reduction df 
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Ks. 71,000 for a further increase in the number of police sergeants. 
With these words I beg to move my motion. 

* 

The Hon 9 bio Mr. A* N. MOBERLYS Sir, public memory is pro- 
verbially short, but I was amased that any member of this House, 
with any knowledge of Calcutta, should throw mud at the European 
sergeants. (Hear, hear.) It will be remembered by some members 
at any rate that when the unfortunate riots of last year broke out, 
the one force to which everybody turned was the European troops from 
the Fort. Later, when it was decided to increase the number of 
sergeants, who, I may mention, are drawn from the ranks of ex- 
service men and are therefore of the same class as the saviours of 
Calcutta, and it was impossible to obtain sergeants at a moment's 
notice, the Army Department lent us a number of private soldiers to 
take their place and to control the pickets in the streets. The Army 
Department came to our rescue on that occasion, but that was excep- 
tional, and we cannot look to the Army Department to spare us men 
w'hose duties are other than those of serving as sergeants in the streets 
of Calcutta. It was decided, therefore, to increase the establishment 
of sergeants in view of what had occurred in April and May last. It 
was impossible to recruit these men immediately, and for a long time 
it was very difficult to obtain recruits of the stamp we required. The 
Army Department, I may say, consider that the pay which we offer to 
the police sergeants is so low that they are not prepared to recommend 
their men to enlist. Nevertheless, we have now got a number of men 
of good character from the Army. It is now proposed to this House* 
that we should scrap this recent addition to the police force. If we 
do so, we shall not in future be able to borrow private soldiers to work 
as sergeants during emergencies. The Government of India in the 
Army Department will say — “ you had the force and you threw it 
away ” and they will refuse to lend their men. I beg to oppose this 
motion, and I trust that all the members of this House, who remember 
the happenings in Calcutta last year, will also oppose it. 

The motion of Srijut Bijay Kumar Chatterjee was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AIukm, Maalvi Aaiaiatbia. 
baoabi, tabu Mamaa ChtMra. 
b a—rjaa, Or. eiwthamta. 
ba—rjaa, lafei SrMMtkt Hath 
laaatrjMk baba fitininlsl 
baaa, Mr. a. c. 

Nm, Mr. tarat 0. 

Mam* Saba —rubra Matb. 
O b abrata rtt, baba Ug la ira ebaatfr*. 

— aa ■ii fit a Ma— • AMaA— 

tftattarja* brijat biMp fe—ar. 
W bi ilwl , Mai Mar— braaatb. 



AYES. 

Obaaa, baba Aatar—bra Mats. 
Ovpta, Mr. 4 % oaab Cba—ra. 
Miatataiacba, tabu frabbu Oayal. 
Mat—, Rati i«— al. 

Kbaa, baba Oaba—r a Lai. 

Maiti, baba Mab — bra Matb. 
Main, brtjat Ja p — <ra Matb. 
Mabarjaa, trijat Tarah— lb. 

Max, Or. K«— iaaMr. 
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NOES. 


AdeameWilliaiM, Mr C. 

AbamaS, Maulvi KuiruMin. 

A Amid, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Saiaduddin. 

Atieullah, Maulvi Bytd Md. 
liiwu, Mdulvi Abdul Latif. 

Chakra varti, tM Han'bfs Mr. Byomkat. 
Chaudhurl, tM Han’htt Nawab Bahadur 
•aiyld Nawab AM, Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanbari. 

Choudhury, Maulvi K hart had A lam. 
Caopor, Mr. C. 0. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Do. Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

Oonafd, tha Han’blt Mr. 4 . 

Drummond. Mr. <1. 0. 

Dutt, Mr. 0. t. 

Cddla, Mr. A. MaO. 

Farraatar, Mr. 4 . Campball. 

Ohaah Maulik, Babu Batyandn Chandra 
Bhuznavi, tM Non'bla Hadji Mr. A. K. 

Abu Ahmad Khan. 

Oilahrltt, Mr. ft. N. 

Hapua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azixul. 
Huaain, Maulvi tyad Naqbul. 

Jamaa, Mr. F. C. 

J anna way. Mr. 4 . H. 

Kaaam. Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuddin. 

Lahiri, Mr. Baaanta Kumar. 

Laird, Mr. It. B. 

Laiaaatar, Liautanant-Oalanal 4 . C. H. 


Uddaff, Mr. M. C. 

Lindsay, Mr. d. H. 
iMguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mawla, Maulvi Choudhury Batam. 
Maxumdar, Hal Bahadur Jadunath. 
MaClutkia, Mr. K. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. G. 

Mittar, Sir Pravaah Chundor. 

Mobarly, tM Han’bla Mr. A. N. 

Margan, Mr. 0. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Oatan, Mr. C. F. 

Ordiah, Mr. 4 . C. 

FMfpa, Mr. Trovar 4 . 

Philip, Mr. 4 . V. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Maulvi Bhamaur-. 

Raikat, Mr. Fraaanna Dab. 

Ray, tM Han'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahaunish Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray Chaudfturi, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. •. N. 
taohaa, Mr. F. A. 

•ad aqua, Maulvi Mahamad. 

•arkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mahan. 

•kinnar, Mr. B. A. 

Stuart-Williamt, Mr. B. C. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 

Travars, Mr. W. L. 

Waadhaad, Mr. 4 . A. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 27 and the Noes 00, the motion was lost. 
6-16 p.m. 


Maulvi MOHAMED 8ADEQUE: I move that the demand of 
K«. 27,70,000 under the head 44 20 A. — Presidency Police — Calcutta 
Police M be refused (page 111, Civil Estimate). 

Sir, my grounds are quite distinct and different from those advocated 
by my friend, Babu Bijay Kumar Chatterjee. He deplored the presence 
of European sergeants but I deplore the absence of European gentlemen 
in this cadre. As has been enunciated by Sir P. C. M it ter, ex-Minister 
of Bengal, that while he was in a way supporting the conduct of the 
hero of Ponabalia tragedy in these days of tension and trouble Europeans 
are the best judges for the situation. Now, my contention for support- 
ing this motion is that almost all the families in the villages pay their 
contribution to maintain their poHeb in the villages whereas in Calcutta 
no such contributions are levied within the Calcutta Corporation. Every 
householder in the village has got t<j pay the chattkidari tax or the uniqai 
rate where such hoards exist, but the people of Calcutta where the 
reason for taxation is more cogent are allowed to escape. In England 
the municipalities maintain their own police but the Corporation of 
Calcutta does not maintain any sjuoh and is not ashed to pay anything 
for the upkeep of the police- 
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I understand His Excellency the Governor of, Bengal assured the 
Muslims of Calcutta to hold an enquiry into the allegation against 
some of the Calcutta police regarding the alleged looting of Muslim 
shops near Taltola thana and thp harassment of the Muslim during fhw 
Calcutta riots but up till now no such enquiry has been directed to find 
out the truth of the allegation. 

Then again, Sir, additional taxation has been inijwsed on the people- 
of Pabna to meet the expenses of the punitive police but for the addi- 
tional police maintained during the riots in Calcutta no such tax was- 
imposed. Rather this btirden is going to be shifted on the poor 
villagers. In other words they are l>eing penalised for the crimes of 
Calcutta. 

The Muslims have been pressing for the increase of the Muslim- 
element in the Presidency police force and though repeatedly assured 
no step has yet l>een taken in that direction. The Hon’hle Mr. Moberly 
has been pleased to fix a date to receive some of us in a deputation to 
put before him some concrete cases how the Muslim officers are suffering, 
how their claims are overlooked and how favouritism is rampant in the 
administration and promotion in the service, and for that reason 
I refruin from putting specific cases before the House. Hut it is for 
that very reason that 1 have brought out this motion for refusal of the 
demand. The mufnssal assistant sub-inspectors and constables are 
poorly paid, their pay is 1h»1ow their subsistence level, not to speak of 
maintaining the families their pay is hardly sufficient to maintain 
themselves. Hut in Calcutta the police do not only get fat salary hut 
are provided with palatial buildings. I find everywhere in all the 
branches of administration that the interests of the officers and people- 
in the mufassal are sacrificed for those in Calcutta. Almost nil the* 
revenues under all heads derived by the Government of Bengal are 
studiously reserved for the peace, prosperity and happiness aucf 
embellishment of Calcutta and Calcutta people. The Presidency police- 
force is no exception to this rule. If the Hon’hle Mr. Moberly assure* 
this House that Government will try to adjust things in future I anur 
prepared to withdraw my motion. 

The ttoi’bll Mr* A. N. MOBERLY: The mover has rained three or 
four points. The first is that because [ample in the mufassal pay chauki~ 
dari tax the people of Calcutta should pay for the Calcutta Police. 
I would remind the mover that the dwellers in the municipalities in the 
mufas&al do not contribute towards the cost of the local police. The* 
Calcutta Corporation is treated as a municipality and not as a rural area. 

The next point is as regards the alleged harassment of Muhammadan* 
during the Calcutta riots. That, Sir, has been threshed out in thin 
Council 1161(0* and I think, Mr. Birley mentioned that every case brought 
to notice was investigated. 
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Tbe third point is that the Muhammadan community is not suffi- 
ciently represented in the ranks of the Calcutta police. My friend has 
alio mentioned that he wrote to me some time ago and asked me to fix 
a date on which he and his friends might come and talk to me about 
this subject. When they do so I shall be glad to explain the position. 
I fixed last Monday but unfortunately my letter did not reach him in 
time. I hope, however, to see them within the course of the next 
lew days. 

The last point which he has raised is about the question of housing 
accommodation. That question has also been threshed out in this 
Council and it was shown that it was cheaper for Government to build 
bouses than to pay large rents which are ever on the increase. Govern- 
ment now’ know their commitments in the matter of rents which they 
*lid not know before. 

My friend said that he would withdraw his motion if I answered 
these points. I have done so and I hope he will withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Mohamed Sadeque was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Bftbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: “That the demand of 
Its. £7,70,000 under the head ‘ £6 A. — Presidency Police — Total Calcutta 
Police * he reduced by Its. 70,000 (page 111, Civil Estimate ). ” 

Mr* ANANDA MOHAN PODDAft* “ That the demand of 
Its. $2,86*860 under the head 1 26 A. — Presidency Police ’ be reduced 
l>y Its. 8,40,000 (page 109, Civil Estimate).*’ 

R«i HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that the demand of 
Its. 32,86,850 under the head “ 26 A. — Presidency Police ” be reduced 
by Its. 2,00,000 (page 109, Civil Estimate). 

Sir, if on no other ground I would urge this reduction simply on 
the ground that the j*diee which proved itself hopelessly inefficient 
throughout the last year does not deserve to get a single pice more than 
what they used to get before. This time, Sir, we find that tbe Govern- 
ment has come forward with an increased demaud of Es. 2 lakhs. What 
right has the Hon’ble Member in charge of this department to demand 
a single pice more on account of this item I do not understand. In 
connection with the previous motion, Sir, he has referred to the short- 
ness of public memory. 1 assure him that public memory in this 
country is not short at all. It has not forgotten the hopeleea ineffi- 
ciency of the police during the last Calcutta riots, it has not forgotten 
bow in spite of the sergeants, the bodyguards* the Deputy ConsaiMMagf i, 
the C om m is sioner of Police and the whole lot of fat-ealaried officers they 
could not prevent rioting. The public have not forgotten that tike 
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Government jrere fiddling at Darjeeling while Caloutta wae^bujjniug 
under ottrfbmn&l conflagration. The public have $ot forgotten so sain, 
Sir, that in previous years the Government justified high expenditure 
on police just on the ground of meeting such emergencies in the iuatte|r 
of protecting the lives and properties of the people. Last year they 
abdicated that function and after abdicating that fuuction and afffer 
proving themselves inefficient they have come forward now to get more 
provision for the Calcutta Police. 

AdjournmanL 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order! We have to adjourn the Council 
now. Mr. Itni Clmudhuri will be given an opportunity to resume his 
speech when the Council meets next. The Council stands adjourned till 
10-30 a.m., on Saturday, the 19th March, 1927, at the Town Hall, 
Calcutta. 
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iyp*Mdb$i 91 ilw. Bengal Ugttlativ* Council «mmb l o » n p d«r ttw 
provision* of the Covoranont of India Act 

„ The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Saturday, the 19th March, 1927, at 1040 a.m. 

Present: 

The Hon ’hie the President (Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhubi, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers, and 101 nominated and elected 
members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers ware given). 

Grant for Muhammadan hostel in Nadia. 

•52. Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased 
to state whether there bus ever been any grant sanctioned for the con- 
struction of any Musalman hostel in the district of Nadia? 

( b ) If so, will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state the amount 
of the grant and the year of sanction? 

MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Byomkes Chakravarti): (a) A scheme for the construc- 
tion of a Muhammadan hostel for the Krishnagar College at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 14,100 was only administratively approved by* 
Government in June last. No funds could be allotted. 

(6) The answer to (a) above also covers this question. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
as to who decides the comparative importance and urgency of the 
schemes? 

\ Tha Hon’ble Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: I am not aware 

of it, 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government expect to be able to allot any funds 
in the course of the next year, i>., in 1927-28? 

The Hon’bla Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: That I cannot 

w 
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Tour few A«Mwl Director of PuNif IntfrggtlM for few^-r*" 
Education. 

• 

•53. Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Wble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
the number of days spent on tour by the Assistant Director of Public 
Instruction for Muhammadan Education during the present financial 
year and the places visited by him? 


The Hon'ble Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: The Assistant 

Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan Education spent 01 
days on tour during the current official year and visited the following 
places : — 


(1) Midnapore. 

(2) Bankura. 

(3) Matiabrur. 

(4) Suri. 

(5) Bolepur. 

(6) Surul. 

(7) Dhanbari. 

(8) Dacca. 

(9) Chittagong. 

(10) Kutubdia. 


(11) Sanua. 

(12) Halisahar. 

(13) Barabkundu. 

(14) Sitakund. 

(15) Serajgnnj. 

(16) Pabna. 

(17) Bogra. 

(18) Hooghly. 

(19) Mulda. 

(20) Krishnngar. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that the Assistant Director 
of Public Instruction for Muhammadan Education visited Krishnagar 
after I had sent in notice of this question? 


Tha HonTMa Mr. BYOMKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: I do not know. 


Unstarrad Questions 

(answers to whioli wort laid on tha table). 

Dissolution of managing oommtttoaa of aidod high English sohools, 
any rules for. 

123. Kali IMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Bon’ble Minister h 
charge of the Department of Education be pleated to state whether 
there are any rules for the dissolution of managing committees of 
Government aided high English schools? # ; 

( 6 ) If so f will the Honlrie Minister be pleased to lay copies at, 
those rules on the table? * 
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$rV£i§M|e Hon # Sle' 1 M ini star be pleased to elate who is the proper 
^ authority to be approached for the relaxation of the rulet* under 
circumstances when Much a relaxation in deemed necessary P 


The Hon’bls Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: (a) There is no 

specific provision in the rules for the dissolution of managing com- 
in it tees of (Government aided high English schools before the expiry 
of a term of three years. 

(6) In view of the answer to (a), no answer is called for to this 
question . 

(c) The Department of Public Instruction is the authority to be 
addressed in any case where a relaxation of the grant-in-aid rules is 
required. 


Proportion of literate among Hindus and Muhammadans. 

124. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jurisdiction) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement for the year 1925-20, showing — 

(0 the proportion of literates among the Hindu and Muhammadan 
inhabitants of Bengal; and 

(it) the proportion of persons who have received University educa- 
tion among the Hindu and Muhammadan inhabitants of 
Bengal P 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (JURIS- 
DICTION) (the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawah All Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur, Of Dhanbari): (i) Statistics for 1925-26 are not avail- 
able. Those in the last census report gives the proportion of literates 
29 (Hindus) : 13 (Muhammadans). 

(it) 20,565 Hindus and 4,285 Muhammadans. 


m Mauftvi MOHAMED BADKQUfiX Will the Hon’ble Member 
i charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) he pleased 
► lay on the table a statement showing — 

'* W bow many of the patni taluks under the Bhuluaya Estate were 
advertised for sale for arrears of Ckmt kiiti of 1382 R.8. 
in the month of Jauth 1333; and 

(u) how many of them were saved from sale by tender of arrears 
through under- tenure-holders, including mukarari tenants 
under the patnidart P 
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MEMBER ifi charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE, (LAND 
REVENUE) (tho Hoit’blo Maharaja KshaunfRt CVindra Bay BfMir, 
of Nadia): <*) l,m. 

(i*0 26. 


Tdls and grants t hereto. 

128. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to the 
reply given to unstirred question No. 41 on the 23rd February, 19^7, 
will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Department of Education 
be pleased to state whether Government are considering the desirability 
of increasing the number of tols and also the amount of grants theretoP 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. BYOMKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: The Sanskrit 
College Committee appointed by Government to report among other 
things on the working of the existing tfds and to offer suggestions as 
to what improvements can be made in their working submitted their 
report in October last. The report is now under the consideration of 
Government. Government have provided for an additional sum of 
Rs. 3,000 in the next year’s bugdet for new and increased grants to 
tols. 

Motion for adjournment# 

Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: Sir, I want to move an im. 
portant motion for adjournment of the House. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT (th. Hon’bl# Raja Man math* Nath Ray Chautf* 
hurl of Santosh): Will you hand over the statement with m3' written 
consent? 

*(The statement was then handed over to the Hon’ble the President). 


Mr# PRESIDENT: I have given my consent to Babu Homes 
Chandra Bagchi to move a motion for the adjournment of the business 
of the House. It runs thus: — 


41 I move that the business of the Council be adjourned for discuss- 
ing a definite matter of urgent public importance of recent occurrence, 
namely, the action of the District Magistrate of Malda in stopping wf 
the ftth March last, at Malda, the worship of the image of their goddess 
Kali by the Hindu Santhals of the district and by ordering umler see* 
tion 144, Criminal Procedure Code, the Santhal Guru, Babu KasisbthSj 
Chakravarti, to leave the jurisdiction of the said district.” 

Leaye has been asked to move this motion and it is up to the Council 
to signify its assent or otherwise. 
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Tjp Hon’bfe Mr. J/DONALD: Sir, I object to leave being granted 
by th# Hou«t to taking this motion at this time of budget discus- 
sion. 

♦ 

f Mr. PRESIDENT: Will those who are in favour of this motion 
being taken up rise in their places? 

As the number of members who were in favour of this motion was 
less than 30 leave was refused. 


GOVERNMENT BUSIN E8S. 

Demands for grants. 

28. — Police. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I was telling you the 
other day, in reply to the Hot) Tile Mr. Moberly’s allegation, that the 
public did not suffer from any such incapacity. On the other hand, the 
public know and still remember that in .spite of their costly equipment 
and vaunted efficiency, in spite of their being armed with all the 
powers conferred oil them by the Goonda Act and the Emergency 
Security Act, they could not maintain order, preserve peace, prevent 
bloodshed and avert the appalling loss of innocent lives in the streets 
of Calcutta during the last riots. Let it not be understood, Sir, that 
I am holding the police responsible for the riots. I know it, as many 
of us on this side of the House are prepared to acknowledge, that 
whatever may be said of the Government, the police at any rate was 
not responsible for those causes, those immediate causes I mean which 
led to these riots. But when the tension of feeling grows and the riot 1 
continues to prevail the police has certainly got to perform certain 
obvious duties. So far as the Calcutta riots are concerned the public 
ia of opinion that had the police taken vigorous steps in the early 
stages of the riots, the riots would not have been protracted so long 
and Calcutta would have been spared the horrors of a mob rule for so 
long a time. That being the public opinion, Sir, I consider it my duty 
to refuse the increased demand for Rs. 2 lakhs that is being made now 
for the Calcutta police. I say increased demand, because if the Hon’ble 
Member will be pleased to refer to the provision for 1922-23, he will 
it once see that the amount which we are going to refuse is exactly 
4lie amount by which the budget provision for 1922-23 for the Presi- 
dency police was going to be increased at that time for next year. 

I am now going to explain the relevancy of my reference" to the 
figures of 1922-23, Not long ago, “Sir, the Retrenchment Committee 
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was called upon by Government to frame tjieir recommendations as 
to whether assuming the necessity of the maintenance of the present 
services And functions, the Presidency police could be maintained at a 
lesser cost. The Retrenchment Committee after going fully into tha 
question recommended a net reduction of Rs. 8,13,000 from the budget 
figures for 1922-23. The Government did not accept that recommenda- 
tion of the Retrenchment Committee ; they were not prepared to accept 
any retrenchment covering more than Rs, 80,000 or so and why? 
because, the Government took up the position at the time that such a 
heavy cut in the Calcutta police budget will lead to the inefficiency of 
the police and therefore to keep the Presidency police in a proper state 
of efficiency such a heavy cut as was recommended by the Retrench- 
ment Committee could not W made. How did the police. Sir, stand 
the test? I submit, that all the alleged efficiency of the Calcutta police 
broke down at the very first test. That efficiency which was made the 
ground for not accepting the recommendations of the Retrenchment 
Committee could not stand the test of the first great riot. That being 
the case, Sir, I think. Government cannot now come forward with a 
demand to provide Rs. 2 lakhs more for the Presidency police. The 
Hon’ble Mr. Moberlv in reply to a previous motion *uiid that the 
increased establishment, at any rate so far as the sergeunts are con- 
cerned, has got to be maintained. I cannot understand. Sir, why must 
it be maintained not on a peace basis but on a riot Junis? Is it 
because that there w T as a riot last year that the police budget should 
be increased permanently by the addition of Rs. 2 lakhs? If the 

10-45 a.m. 

Government is not prepared to reduce the expenditure on the Presidency 
police by so much as wan recommended by the Retrenchment Commit- 
tee certainly the Government should not be allowed to exploit the riot 
and make a further and permanent addition to the police budget. 

With these few remarks I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Dr. d. M. DAS CUPTAs Mr. President, Sir, I rise to support the 
motion that has been brought before the House by my hon'ble friend 
Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri just now. Sir, in giving our consent to 
any demand like this we, as representatives of the people, must feel 
satisfied that the Calcutta Police really does exist for the benefit of 
the people of Calcutta. My friend has referred to the last Calcutta 
riots; I also, Sir, like many others had the misfortune to see the things 
that happened during these riots from day to day and one of the 
most sorry spectacles that I ever saw in my life was that a large number 
of police men both European and Indian were standing more or less 
like statues during the first few days and when questioned as to why 
they did not take any steps to deal with the rioters, the invariable 
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answer was that there were no instructions issued to them to do so. 
Sir, we as reprdtentatives of the Congress thought that a great calamity 
wattgymmg on us, and we were trying our level best to al|ey the 
mischief, and my friend Hadji Abdur Rashid Khan, who was a member 
of this Council during the last three years, and myself went about from 
place to place and questioned practically any police officer, European 
or Indian, we could meet — we never got an answer that the situation 
was too much for them to cope with or anything of the sort — but the 
invariable answer, as I have already told you, was that there were no 
instructions issued from the higher authorities to take any definite steps. 
Sir, there was a time when the people in this country really believed 
in the words 41 British Justice”, but to-day I can assure you that there 
is not a single Indian individual w r ho believes in these two words 
“ British Justice ”. But every one did really Wlieve that there was 
some truth in the words “The mighty arm of Britain”, but, Sir, what 
we have seen during the recent riots lias hecn an eye-opener to us. Does 
the Hon’ble Member really want us to believe that for an organisation 
like the police from whom nothing is hidden it was not possible to 
know who wore the ringleaders in these riots loth among the ‘Muham- 
madans and the Hindus ? But, Sir, when secret things about Mr. Subha* 
Chandra Bose or Babu Satyendra Chandra Mitra have to be found out 
they always do find out these secret evidences and secret truths. But 
when it comes to definite things like riots which can never happen 
without ringleaders loth among the Muhammadans and Hindus, then 
the police and the Government are unable to detect them or take any 
precautionary measures. What did they do? After the whole mischief 
was done they externed a number of so-called goo n<1 ns — the 
people who were merely tools in the hands of brains behind — and they 
W'ere sent to their provinces and there to spread the virus and the 
trouble that they took with them from Calcutta. That is the thing 
that happened at Pahna, Dac ca, Barisal, Kushthia and other places. Not 
only that, Sir, we, as the ordinary people of the city, had our suspicions 
and we tried to take precautions against the things that were happen- 
ing, and Government also I cannot say did not give expression to their 
suspicions altogether, for in the report of the last Commissioner of. 
Police there are definite references to a certain gentleman who now 
appears to hove been rewarded for his complication in the last riots 
and now enjoys the significance of the Ministerial chair. After |he 
happening of these things how can the Government expect th tij he 
representatives of the people of the city can really give thrlr .aiprrT tn 
a grant to the police which I do not say is inefficient, but whiVhjiiMHnly 
is not always utilised for the good of the people, but which* seems to 
be kept up for a definite purpose which may not be to give protection 
to the people of the city. With these words I raise my voice against the 
grant of this particular sum. 
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MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (IN Honlh 

Mr> A. N. Motor ly): Sir, I am afraid, the mover of thiOUuotion is some 
what mjsled by the figures on page 109 of the budget. It is quite 4ru< 
that the original estimate for 1926-27 was Rs. 02,43,000 and the eetimati 
for 1927-28 is exactly Rs. 2 lakhs more, but during the July and August 
session the Council voted an extra sum which brought the provision 
for the Presidency police for 1926-27 up to Rs. 34,79,000 which is more 
than the budget amount for 1927-28. 

The question of the action of the Calcutta police during the Calcutta 
riots has already been discussed threadbare in this Council and I do not 
think that members will expect me to reopen thut discussion. What 
I may say is this: that after the first riots in April, the arrangements 
of the Calcutta police were gradually improved and I think, that mem- 
bers will agree that the way in which the later riots were handled 
showed a very distinct improvement. <A voice : What al*>ut the 
Mohurrum disturbance^) The Mohurrum disturbance was very much 
better handled than any previous disturbance lieeause arrangements had 
been mude in the meantime and I think Iwith Miles — Hindus ami Muham- 
madans — will admit that. Sir, I opjiost* the motion. 

The motion that the demand of Its. .'12,«SG,So0 under the head “ 2(>A. — 
Presidency Police " be redueed by Rs. 2,<H),000 was then put and * 
division taken with the following result: — 


Bmhi, •abu Rama* Chandra. 
Banarjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 
Banarjaa, tabu Pramattia Nath, 
•aau, tabu Saai ftakhar. 

Biswat, Babu Burandra Nath. 
Bata, Babu Bajay Kriahna. 

•aaa, Mr. S. C. 

Cbattarjaa, trijut Bijay Kumar. 
Cbaudburi, Rai Harandranath. 
Oaa Bupta, Or. J. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 
Dutt, Babu taral Kumar. 


AYES. 

Ohaaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 
Qupta, Mr. Ja§aah Chandra. 
Himataingka, Babu Prabhu Dayal. 
Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 

Maitra, Brijut Jagandra Nath. 
Nay, Dr. Kumud tankar. 

Nay, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Sarkar, Babu Naiiniranjan. 
tan, Babu Nagandra Nath. 

•an Bupta, Mr. 4. M. 


ItOEi. 


Addama»Williama, Mr. 6. 

Ahamad, Madlvi Katiruddin. 

A hmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 


AtMtah, Maulvi tyad Md. 
Mhim, Maulvi Abdul Latif. 
OhBhravarti, tha Han'bta Mi 

tha Haa'Ma Naarab 
Ali, Khan 



•, af 


Mr. 4. B. 
•MM. Mr. B. t. 


Paraqui, Khan Bahadur K. B. M. 

Bhaah Maulik, Baku ftatyandra Chandra. 
Ohumavi, tha Han’bta Hadji Mr. A. K. ABM 
Ahmad Khan. 

Bilahriat, Mr. R. N. 

Bafran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Atitul. 
Hussain, Maulvi Lata fat. 

4 B< uaa, Mr. P, V. 

Laird, Mr. N. B. 

Laiaa at ar, I lautanant Calanai 4. 6. H. 
Uddaft, Mr. H. 0. 

Ljndaay, Mr. 4 . H. 

Ma C ma hi a, Mr. K. T. 

Mabarfy, tha Nan* Ms Mr. A. N. 

Oatan, Mr. C. P. 

BrdMh, Mr. 4. C. 
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28* 

Mr. 4. V. 

e Frantlaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 
r Mahman, Mr. A. F. M. Ato ur*. 

JllUri the Mail’bta Maharaja Bahadur 
Kshaunith Chandra, af Nadia. 

May Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

May, Mr. S. N. 

Maafcta, Mr. F. A. 

The Ayes being 2*3 and the Noes 44 the motion was lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

11 A.M. 

Btbu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: ‘That the demand of 
R». 32,80,850 under the head ‘ 20 A. — Presidency Police ’ be reduced by 
B«. 100 (page 109, Civil Estimate) ” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHANS Sir, in the absence of Maulvi Abul 
Kasem, may I have your permission to move the motion that stands in 
liis name? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Yes, you have my permission to do so. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. I beg to move that the demand of 
R». 32,80,850 under the head “ 20A. — Presidency Police ” be reduced by 
Re. 1 (page 109, Civil Estimate). 

I would like to offer a few remarks in plat ing this motion before 
Ihe House. Previous speakers on the same subject have dealt with the 
mal-admiuistration of this department in its various branches. I pro- 
pose to draw the attention of the Government and this House to a few 
of the outstanding popular grievances ^against this department. 

The head of this department, the Commissioner of Police, is a 
European officer of high repute and naturally enough the police adminis- 
tration of Calcutta under his guidance may v be taken as a model 
■of British efficiency. It is under his efficient administration, Sir, that 
*tha various gambling dens are carrying on a most flourishing business, 
that the dealers in cocaine are carrying on their nefarious trade without 
let or hindrance, that the pickpockets are getting on as merrily as ever 
and that the lives and properties of the citiaens are periodically thrown 
at the disposal of the goondmt. Are we to suppose, Sir, that these 
•criminal practices are carried on in the dark and the poor police ts # 
simply helpless? What can they do unless the commission of theee 
■crimes is known to them? Such a plea if adduced would itself be a sad 
■commentary on the detective capacity of the police. But, is the com- 
mission of these mal-practioes really unkown to the police? Are they 
-ignorant of what almost everybody else in Calcutta knows? Instead 
of hasardtng my personal opinion let me quote here the opinion of a 
vaputed Additional Chief Presidency Magistrate as expressed in hit 


•adaaua, Maulvi Mafcamai. 

•artier, Rai Sahib Rabat! Mahan. 

•inha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Harayan 
•f Naahipur. 

•hinnar, Mr. X A. 

TraVWa, Mr. W. L. 

Waadbaad, Mr. 4. A. 

Wardtwarth, Mr. W. C. 
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judgment delivered in the ease of Emperor r*. Dhirendra Nath Dae, 
dated the 13th January, 1925. In the course of his judgment the 
learned Presidency Magistrate says : — 

“I desire to make some observations regarding the cocaine traffic 
in Calcutta. I try a large number of these cases (in the past two months 
I tried about 40) and I am driven to the conclusion that in certain parts 
of Calcutta cocaine is sold practically openly. There is not the slightest 
precaution taken by the seller to whom he sells. Again and again 
the buyer when questioned expressed surprise at being questioned how 
he bought it. 4 1 had toothache, I bought the cocaine to cure the tooth- 
ache/ Apparently there is not much more difficulty in securing cocaine 
than there is in buying pati, A system has grown up of the cocaine 
dealers employing the scum of society to sell for them. The seller is 
given a few packets and when he has sold them he returns for a fresh 

supply The middleman and the wholesale cocaine dealer 

are perfectly well-known. Their names are frequently mentioned in 
my court. There should be no detective difficulty in shadowing the 
petty vendor and finding the middleman from whom he gct> the supplies, 
nor should there be uny difficulty in shadowing the middleman when 
he gets his supplies from the wholesale dealer. During the lust 1) 
months I have had only one (’Use in which cocaine has Wen seized in 
any quantity. The effects of the horiihle drug are well known. Apart 
from completely mining the health, cocaine undermines all moral 
sense. When all moral sense goes it is but a short step to crime/’ 

Sir, the language is clear enough to show that the traffic is carried 
on quite openly and with the connivance of the police. Similar must 
be the case with the various kinds of gambling which have assumed 
dangerous dimensions and are working havoc upon the morals and 
coffers of the taxpayers. Sir, can them Ite a more gluring instance of 
tnal-administratioii, a more glaring instance of inefficient supervision, 
a more glaring instance of police demoralisation than this? The 
Commissioner of Police is after his dear hobby of the quest of the 
phantom revolutionary and he has scarcely inclination or time enough 
to look after these minor matters. The attention of the Government 
hps on more occasions than one been drawn to this deplorable condition 
of police administration and some remedial steps have no doubt been 
taken. But what is needed is a wholesale and drastic re-organisation of 
the whole system, a thorough overhaul without which the system in its 
present rottenness cannot be pla<*ed on a sound basis. 

Sir, I shall not refer to the recrudescence of periodical riots which 
occur under the nose of our. efficient administrators, or to the efficient 
manner in which theee riots are dealt with, as several of my hon'ble 
friends have already placed them before the House. I would only refer 
to one more point before I resume my seat. In this all-round efficient 
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administration every blessed soul is endowed with an extraordinary 
degree of efficiency save and except those that profess a particular creed. 
I would not name this class for I would then be branded as a com- 
xnunalist by those of my hon’hle friend* who hate-communalism from 
their vantage positions of monopoly in the various departments of 
public life and public service. I am glad to find, Sir, that University 
education is not put forward as a plea of efficiency in this department 
as everywhere else, apparently because there are so many wise men 
in this service, who have not taxed their brains much while in the lap 
of the alma mater , and also because the inefficient people in this depart- 
ment of whom I am speaking are not educationally as backward as 
they ought to have lw»en. Such l>eing the case it is in the fitness of 
things that — to speak only of a few out of numerous instances — a sub- 
inspector belonging to the efficient class standing 40th in the gradation 
list is found to jump into inspectorship superseding inefficients of far 
greater educational qualification, and a matriculate of the former class 
is found to supersede a law graduate of the latter. Sir, there are some 
110 sub-inspectors and 00 inspectors in the service out of whom scarcely 
three dozen and one dozen respectively l>elong to the creed of the in- 
efficients and there are 10 assistant commissioners and T deputy com- 
missioners of whom, rightly enough, none is drawn out of that unnamed 
class. This is an instance of communal justice ami communal balance 
not at all inconvenient for the haters of cotmnunalism, and down with 
the communalist who dare to raise his voice of protest against this 
excellent arrangement ! It is for the Government to consider how long 
it will allow this state of things to continue. The Tlon’ble 
Mr. Moberlv in his reply to a speech on another motion on the same 
subject said the other day that the situation in this respect has of late 
imjffoved to a certain extent. We are thankful for what little has 
belli doue, but we must remind the Government that little doles like 
this cannot satisfy a community gradually awakening to the sense of 
justice of its claims. 

trijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Mr. President, Sir, I 
beg to support this motion and my reason for doing so is our strong 
disapprobation of the policy of the Government as regards police 
administration in Bengal. Sir, the other day speaking on another 
motion for reduction the Hon’hle Mr. Moberlv, one of the representa- 
tives of the Board of Trustees of the Indian Trust Estate for the* 
benefit of England, has reminded us that we are suffering from short 
memory. Sir, I admit the charge that the Indians are suffering from 
short memory. Otherwise it would have been impossible for the 
Englishmen to govern India in the way in which they are doing. 
Sir, I admit the charge that the Indians are suffering from short 
memory; otherwise the present policy of the Government would have 
been impossible. Otherwise the continuance of the present xamindari 
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of the English people in India would have been impossible. Sir, th 
reason why the Indians have slided down to such impotent serfdon 
is that they have got short n^emory. Sir, after 150 years of Britisl 
rule in India, the Hon ble Mr. Moberly wants to remind the peoph 
of India who are suffering from short memory, that European police ant 
European soldiers are necessary for preserving peace in India. Sir 
J cannot conceive of a more shameless proposition from any memhe: 
of a Government which claims to be civilised. But, Sir, it is quit* 
consistent with the Divide and Rule policy which the Government ha: 
adapted for the protection ami continuance of the Trust Estate in Indii 
for the benefit of English people. Sir, we have been told that th< 
present police force in the Presidency of Bengal is inadequate to pre 
vent Hindu-Muslim riots. Sir, it seems to us strange that the Govern 
ment can find sufficient number of police officers, to detect how younp 
Bengal is moving, speaking, laughing, staring, or breathing, it can fine! 
sufficient number of police force to find out sedition and bomb in 
every Indian home, but it is strange that during the last riots in 
Calcutta, the Government could not find any police or military officers 
to protect the lives and properties of the peaceful oitifens of Calcutta 
and mufassal. The Government can find sufficient police force to 
find out anarchy and plot in every Indian home, hut it cannot find any 
police or military force to detec t the open plot made for the burning 
of all Hindu homes all along the Central Avenue. Sir, the Govern- 
ment can find out Subunit Chandra Bose and Satyendra Chandra Mitrn, 
ringleaders of bomb-manufacturers, but it cannot find out the ring- 
leaders of the 1 Calcutta and mufassal riots. In 1921, before the visit 
of the Prince of Wales, the whole of Calcutta was full of military and 
police, and the sale of a small piece of khmlthir was made a criminal 
offence, and the military and the police in the exuberance of Ifefir 
duties even went so far us to arrest Mrs. C. R. Das and some other 
ladies, but in I92(i the Fort William in Bengal became empty, the 
Lalbaxar and other police garrisons became empty, the whole police 
and military force disappeared as if under the influence of a magic 
wand. Sir, the Indians may have slided down to a state of impotent 
serfdom, they may have been suffering from on attack of short 
memory, but they have not yet become such fools os to swallow the 
theory of trusteeship in India, or to imagine that the present system 
of Government is for the benefit of the Indian people. Sir, the dispute 
between the Hindus and the Mussalmans and the attempt et arbitra- 
tion by the English people, reminds me of the story which we read in 
our school books about the dispute between two cats. Once upon a 
time two cats found oat a store of food, but they could not agree 
how to divide the food between theta. A monkey was stated on the 
blanch of a tree nearby. He came down and volunteered to settle the 
dispute by dividing the food equally between the disputants. Sir, the 
monkey brought in a scale and eat on arbitration. He put two 
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unequal portions of the food on the two gides of the scale and actuated 
by pure benevolent motives like our present rulers, ate up a portion 
of the food from the larger share just, to equalise the two shares, but 
of course he could not be exact, and the portion which was formerly 
excessive now became deficient. So he was compelled to eat up a 
portion of the other share. In this way he went on in his selfless and 
philanthropic task of arbitration. Sir, the English people are sitting 
on an arbitration in the disputes between the Hindus and Mussalpians " 
and they will continue to sit on this arduous task of arbitration ' till 
the wealth of India disappears, till India meets with her destruction.* 
After 150 years of British rule the Government cannot find any police 
for the prevention of riots. That is a sign of weakness which is 
undermining the foundation of a stable Government. 

With these word I beg to support the motion. 

Mr. C. C. COOPER. Sir, I fail to understand the speech of the 
hon r ble member who has just spoken on the question of short memory. 

I do not know whether the hon’ble member was in the last Council. 

If he was, I cannot acquit him of the charge of not having a short 
memory, because it is well within my memory and I think it will be 
within the memory of those members of the last Council that when 
the question of the police extra force came up for discussion in this 
House, from every side there was a general praise for the Calcutta 
Police for the work which they did during the riots, especially in 
regard to the European sergeants, for whom everyone of all parties 
had the highest praise for the work they did in helping to restore law 
and order. It is therefore somewhat surprising to find that in this 
new Council not a word is said for the very good work done by the 
sergeants 

1M5 A.u. 

Of. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY. May I enquire of Mr. Cooper if 
he remembers that these events happened after the persons on this 
side of the House had moved out of the Council last year? 

Mr. G. G. COOPER: On this point they could read the reporta of 
the Council meeting and also the reports in the press both vernacular 
and European — w here they were fully reported. On the point of 
increased expenditure the old argument has been used over and over 
again that the police in Calcutta were inferior and inefficient and 
therefore they were not fit. The pay of the police has gone up and 
with it there has been a corresponding increase in their efficiency. 

If you want to get good men you have gotl to pay for them not only 
in the police but in all walks of life. Of course there will always be 
Unfortunate incidents but such incidents are not confined to the police, 
yet isolated incidents do not detract them from the very difficult and 
arduous work the police has got to do in this country I 
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A charge made by a member the other day against the police* 
sergeants was their rude and overbearing manner, but I do not think 
it is fair to make such general charges against them. Personally, I 
do not believe them. The police have a very difficulty and arduous 
task to perform and, taking it as a whole, I think they deserve the 
praises and not the curses of this House. With these words I appose 
the motion before the House. 

-jUfeU PRABHO DOYAL HIMATSINCKA: I want to raiae my 

voice against the consistent policy of the Government and of the police 
of interference with the rights of the Hindus. Ever since the riots of 
April last they have consistently been following the policy of curtailing 
the rights of the Hindus. I do not admit that the police have the 
power of restricting the rights of the citisens to conduct themselves 
in the public streets. Even assuming that they had the right, the 
police have laid down certain hours during which they have restricted 
processions in a particular manner. What justification can there be 
then to go beyond those restrictions? Have they any justification for 
further restricting or curtailing the rights of the Hindus even though 
the Hindus are prepared to abide by the regulations laid down by the 
police, whether these regulations are right or wrong? I am referring 
to the incidents that happened since April, 1926. There have been 
numerous occasions on which processions have not been allowed by 
particular routes simply because of the existence of one or twer 
mosques on those streets. I am referring to the procession* on the 
occasions of the Durga Puja, the Kart irk Puja and Kali Puja and on 
various occasions since April last. We have been told times without 
number by the police and by the Government that they are not inter- 
fering with the rights of the Hindus. On an occasion of excitement 
the action of the police in a particular manner may be justified but 
what justification can there be for restricting the rights of citixen* 
in ordinary’ times? After Sir Charles Tegart had taken charge, during 
the Sarnswati Puja, we were told that there would be no restriction 
and that processions would be allowed to pass if they conformed to 
the regulations laid down by the police, hut what did we find? Proces- 
cesions without music were allowed to pass along Harrison Hoad aud 
other roads hut no procession with which there was any kind of 
musical instrument was allowed to pass those streets in which there 
was a single mosque. Such processions were diverted to roads which 
were npt the natural way and which the processionists did not want 
to take. When protests were made by professors and other gentle- 
men they were assaulted and mercilessly assaulted, the images were 
broken and mutilated by the police and subsequently taken for 
immersion by thf police. That is the way the police have shown their 
efficiency in managing the processions in Calcutta. During the 
Muharrum festival — I am referring to certain incidents which , will 
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show how efficiently they managed the affairs. I am referring to the 
report of the Commissioner of Police published in the Calcutta Gazette 
on the 28th October. I will read only a portion from that report 

“ The most disquieting incident of this character occurred on ffo 
night of the 20th July, when the doors, windows and other combustible 
portions of a block of houses bounded by Central Avenue, Nilmadhab 
Sen Lane, Murali Dhar Sen Lane and Krishna Behari Sen Lane ami 
the walls of the houses up to a distance of over two feet froi|f4)ie 
ground were drenched with oil. These premises are occupied alfaosj. 
entirely by Marwaris and Bengali Hindus and there seems little do^bf' 
that the oil was placed there by Muhammadans with the objetl 
setting fire to the houses by throwing down a torch during fW" 
passage of a Mohurrum procession. 

" Oil had also been freely poured on the lanes which bound three 
rides -of the buildings, evidently with the intention that the blazing 
roads would not only prevent the escape of the inmates of the burning 
buildings but would also delay the Fire Brigade in entering the larres 
for rescue work and for extinguishing the fire. 

“ Had this diabolical plan been carried into execution the t on se- 
quences would have been appalling, for the inmates of the houses 
would have been shut in by a sheet of flame and many lives would 
undoubtedly have been lost before the Fire Brigade could have effected 
a rescue. The oil was laid with the utmost secrecy and was not 
noticed by anyone until the morning of the following day, but 
fortunately very heavy rain fell on the night of the 20th July and a 
terrible tragedy was providentially averted. 

“ A thorough inquiry was instituted immediately after the dis- 
covery of the oil, but no clues of any description were available and 
it can only be surmised that the plot was contrived w'ith the object of 
exacting revenge for the shots fired at Muhammadan processions in 
this area,” 

I ask the House if a block of buildings consisting of about 50*^ 
buildings could be drenched with oil, by whom could they be drenched? 
We were told that pickets had been posted at convenient points. 
These were times of excitement, especially when the Mohurrum was going 
on; there was trouble the previous night and almost every hour police 
patrols were out; there were police pickets stationed near that place; 
how was it then that so many houses had been drenched with oil as 
well as the streets were drenched with oil to prevent the Fire Brigade 
from coining to the rescue of the people? What prevented the police 
from detecting the persons who created the mischief? Does it show 
the efficiency with which the police managed the affairs? I will refer 
to another incident to show the maimer in which the police conducted 
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themnelres^ “ Th«re was an allegation that one person had been shot 
by a gun ill Armenian Street. Immediately 97 persons front different 
houses were arrested. 

• 

\ v Tha Hon*We Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I will point out to the 

hon’ble member that this rase is sub judire and he should not refer 
to that. 

••^•‘PRESIDENT. You should not refer to that. 

tabu PRABHU DOYAL HIMAT8INCKA: 1 did not know that 
il^c&se was sub judice. J will not refer to it. However I say that on u 
particular occasion the people publicly declared that a certain incident 
had happened in which certain officers were concerned and that the 
matter should be enquired into. In it n number of innocent persons 
had been molested; but what enquiries were made!' We do not know 
yet what action was taken hv Government to bring to hook the persons 
who were responsible for the arrest of a number of persons on the ground- 
less charges. I wish to impress on the authorities that they should 
not interfere with the rights of the citizens unless there be proper 
justification for the same. There is no reason why they having tune 
laid down certain rules should not have the right or the courage to 
enforce those regulations. With these words I commend this motion 
to the acceptance of the House. 


Mr, 8, C. B08E: In rising to sjnuik on this motion 1 do not propose 
to take much of the time of the House in diluting upon the conduct 
of*the Presidency police. The mover of the motion has placed before 
us certain facts which go to show* that his opinion is that the police 
is not efficient. My friend, Bobu Prabbu Doyal Himatsingka, lias also 
presented his view of the facts and I think, generally speaking, the 
Hindu and Muhammadan members of the House, not to speak of the 
public of Calcutta, are in agreement that the police have throughout, 
at any rate since April of last year, shown a degree of inefficiency which 
is I think most scandalous. Now, Sir, notwithstanding what the 
members on the other side of the House may say, the public of Calcutta**# 
remain unconvinced and if the Government are sure that the police 
have done their duty and that the citiiens of Calcutta are satisfied that 
the police have done their duty, let the Government take the steps 
that ^Government in England and other countries take in such circum- 
stances, that is. let them go to the polls on this issue, namely, whether 
the citisens of Calcutta are satisfied that the police hare done their 
duty; and I do not think that the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly has any doubt 
that if any referendum was taken on this question the opinion of the 
public of Calcutta would be against the Calcutta police. 


20 
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But, Sir. in speaking on this* motion I wanted to limit myself to 
one aspect of thin question only, namely, the question of Inditcnising 
the police services. 1 would ask the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly to tell the 
House whether Government do not propose to introduce an invidious 
distinction between the European and the Indian inspectors in the 
police service. We all know that up to the present clay European 
inspectors and Indian inspectors are on the sauid grade' — Rs. 175 — 1300. 
Is it not proposed by Government now to give the European iuspectom 
in future — in the near future and not in the distant — a pay of Rs. 20Q — 
400 whereas the Indian inspectors are to remain on the same pay, tti*., 
Rs. 175 — d00? Is it not the intention of Government — an intention 
which they- ure going to translate into action very soon — to give Euro- 
pean inspectors not merely a higher pay, Rs. 200— 400, but aEo thiee 
free passages to Englund during the tenure of their service like so many 
harm na/tibn who have benefited under the Lee Commission Y On this 
question my information is that — though the figures in the budget show 
♦his, and the members of the Treasury benches are adepts in the art 
of concealing their thoughts and intentions, being believers in the trite 
saying that language is the art of concealing our mind and thoughts— . 
my information is, and I challenge Government to contradict me. that 
there is at present a proposal being considered by Government to give 
European inspectors who are occupying the same status and rank as 
Indian inspectors a higher pay, viz., Rs. 200 — 400 besides three free 
passages to England during the tenure of their service. Thi.% is, Sir, 
a very poor commentary on the alleged intention of the Government 
to Indianise the services more and more and to remove artificial dis- 
tinctions among Government servants. I would ask the Hofl’ble 
Mr. Moberly to enlighten us on the point whether there is not suc^a* 
proposal now before Government. 

1 1«H) a.m. * 

Khtit Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, 1 hud no mind to 
take part in this discussion except to refer to one statement of the 
Commissioner of Police in discussing the communal situation in Calcutta 
last year. I would not have said anything if he had confined himself 
to bare statement of facts but I found very unfortunately two state-* 
wants which 1, as a member of this House, cannot pass unnoticed. One 
statement is — breaking of Hindu temples has always been a feature of 
the Indian history, and there is another — the Sikhs under the leader- 
ship of Banda broke a number of mosque* by way of retaliation for 
Aurangseb breaking Hindu temples. Sir, at a time when commhnal 
frensies are rampant people are likely to do more mischief and when 
the Government of Bengal is anxious to remove those feelings, I put 
it to the legal advisers of the Government to say whether a statement 
like that made by the Commissioner of Police that breaking of templea 
is -a feature of Indian histoty and that so many mosques had been 
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broken 4own — whether the statement doe* not come under the purview 
of law. 

I would not certainly give him any laid motive hut benefit* of good 
intentions. Still I should thilik these statements had been most 
unfortunate and should never have Wn placed in the official report. I 
on behalf of myself and my community say that a statement like this 
that breaking of temples is an essential feature of Indian history is a 
gross travesty of facts. I should not like to enter into any historical 
discussion. I say this much that though there might have been here 
and there breaking of temples or mowjues to call it u feature of history 
is not right and should never go unchallenged. I strongly disapprove 
of this and I say that a statement like this dot* not meet the situation. 

I hope in future such statements should not be made. Fortunately for 
myself I did not know what the Sikhs did and there are many others 
who are likely to say the same, and from that j*oint of view those 
statements are likely to rouse hitter communal feelings. 

Tim Hon’bli Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Before I turn to the other 
point* I should like to refer to the point raised by Mr. Bose. He asked 
for a sjiecifi« reph. I have never heard of any such proposal as 
he mention*, that is say, that the pay of Ktimpeuu iuspectoi* would 
be increased to Rs. ‘JOO to 11*. 400 am) that they should get free 
passages. On hearing Mr. Bose’s speech I asked Mr. S. X. Roy, the 
Deputy Secretary to Oovernment, who deals with Police, and he ha# 
never heard of it either. There is no such proposal and to the beat 
of my knowledge no such proposal has ever been made. 

Turning back to the speech of the mover of this motion, he 

* referred to the inefficiency of the police in deuling with pickpockets, 
with gambling and with cocaine smuggling. His reference to pick* 

* pockets T think I can deal with briefly because if he will study the 
figures of crime in Calcutta during the last few years he will sec that 
offences for theft have decreased steadily. Pickpockets of courae can- 
not be dealt with as such under the Onondu Act because it is necessary 
in order to deal with anybody under that Act that an element of 
violence should be present. Several people who have been dealt with 
under the Goonda Act had however begun their career of crime as 
pickpockets. I think that the population of Calcutta of the pickpocket^ 
ing class is diminishing appreciably. 

Turning to cocaine smuggling, I have a good deal of experience of 
tbit in another sphere. For six years I was the Commissioner of 
Excise and cocaine was one of the problem* with which I had to deal. 

I think I can fairly pit ray experience against that of the Additional 
Chief Presidency Magistrate Mr. Keays. He seems to think that because 
we know there are big dealers and because we have some reason to * 
inspect who they are, we can deal with them. I can assure the House 
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that it is most difficult to deal with them. Dealers are always on the 
watch and they have a big organisation to run the business. It is a 
very profitable business and they can pay people to keep watch. They 
finance it and they have other people to deal with it. It is very diffi- 
cult to get hold of the actual big dealers, nevertheless the Calcutta 
Police have, since Mr. Beuys’ observations, redoubled their efforts 
specially since the end of 1925. I may also add that it is now 
thoroughly recognised that these big cocaine dealers and their gangs 
are a very serious source of trouble when there are any disturbances 
about. Several of these men whom we could not deal with for specific 
offences in connection with cocaine smuggling have been dealt with 
under the Goondu Act and a large number of them have been externed 
from Calcutta under the Security Act. I think the cocaine smuggling 
business hus been checked very considerably and it will continue to 
be watched vigilantly. 

The third point was as regards gambling. There I know the Com- 
missioner of Police is taking very considerable interest, and I think 
he has received tributes from various people of Calcutta for the success 
which has ut tended his efforts. 

The next point was that the number of Muhammadans in the 
higher ranks in the Calcutta Police is inadequate. I mentioned the 
other day in connection with another motion that I am quite ready to 
explain exactly what the position is as regards Muhammadans in the 
police service of Calcutta and if the member who has moved this 
motion comes to me I shall also explain the position to him. It is 
very difficult indeed to pitchfork members of a particular community 
into particular jobs. I can only say that I personally scrutinise cases 
in which Muhammadans are passed over and I see that they are not 
passed over unless in the public interests. 

The next speuker suggested that the Europeans have constituted 
themselves as arbitrators in the matter of communal disputes. Our 
attitude throughout has been to let the two communities settle these 
disputes between themselves and we recognise that whatever we do 
cannot have any finality. Until we can get the leaders of both sides 
to find a modus rirendi I am afraid communal trouble will not be 
* stopped. What we do do is to try to maintain and keep the peace. In 
some cases we have laid down the line of action as far as we could in 
accordance with custom or on a basis which would in our opinion to 
some extent prevent rioting. But I do hope that the two communities 
will come together and settle the dispute between themselves and I can 
assure them that the lost thing that the Europeans want to do is to 
have anything to do with those communal disputes at all. Let them 
settle it between themselves and we shall only be too glad. We didike 
above all things to be dragged into any dispute which has got a 
religious basis. 
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The next speaker dealt with police interference with the right* of 
Hindus. I hare heard chargee made in this House against the police** 
even more serious charges — from certain Muhammadan members. 
Practically what it comes to *in dealing with communal disputes is 
this — the police can do nothing right — you cannot get them to satisfy 
both sides although we know that they do their best. 

As regards the specific processions to which the mover referred, 
namely, the Durga Pujuh procession and the ret cut incident in connec- 
tion with the Saraswati Pujah procession, I may mention that at the 
time of the Durga Pujah there was a large number of processions going 
out and the procession to which he referred was a large new Marwari 
procession which was organised l»v a large number of people and which, 
there was considerable reason to believe, was organised in order to 
provoke and annoy the Muhammadans, The Commissioner of Police 
came to the conclusion that it would make for the greatest good of 
the greatest number if he prevented the procession going just where 
it wanted to. During the Saraswati Pujah there were many procession* ; 
a certain number of them were diverted and with one exception they 
were perfectly willing to go by the route which the Deputy Commis- 
sioner suggested. But this particular procession was not a Calcutta 
procession at all. It was coming from Jaduvapur outside Calcutta and 
came in by train. It arrived at the junction of Harrison Hoad and 
College Street at an hour which was about the prayer time in the most 
disputed mosque which it would have to pass by. I think the Deputy 
Commissioner had good reason to suspect that this particular procession 
was iuteuded to cause annoyance to the Muhammadans of the mosque 
which it would pass by ut prayer time and ho it was diverted. 

It has been said that though there may lw grounds for regulating 
processions in times of disturbance there is none in ordinary times. I 
say that we are not yet living in ordinary times. We are perfectly will- 
ing and the Commissioner of Police is prepared to maintain the rights of 
the Hindus hut I think the House will agree with me that when a pro- 
cession comes along and we have reason to believe that it is a provo- 
cative procession whose object is to annoy the Muhammadans the Com- 
missioner of Police is perfectly right in suggesting another route in 
order that the two communities may not come into conflict. 

1145 a m. 

As regards the oil incident, I am not quite clear whether the 
hon’hle member suggested that the police were responsible for it or 
that they knew who were responsible for it. It is absolutely impos- 
sible for tbe police to be everywhere. W# have a force which members 
os the other aide of the House consider to be already excessive. But 
I submit it is not sufficient to be everywhere at once 
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Mmi PRAIHU DOYAL HIMATSINCKA: May I enquire why 
the Saraowati l’uja prnceHNion was diverted? 

• 

Rat HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, 
Sir Are we not entitled to have a reply from the Hon’ble 
Mr. MoberlyP 

Mr. PRESIDENT* If the Hon’ble Member does not want to 
reply I cannot compel him to do so. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am quite prepared to reply, 
h}t, I have already spoken and I am not quite sure whether 1 am entitled 
Wr apeak again. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, the member asked 
a question in order to get some information. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think I should make my position clear on 
this point. I could not ask the Hon’ble Member to reply unless he 
thought fit to do so. Perhaps he thought his speech was quite 
sufficient for the purpose. There was nothing to prevent him from 
giving u reply. 

Mtlllvi A SUL KASEM: Sir, do I understand that after the 
Government Member has spkoen the debate is closed P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, l should think so. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 32,86,850 under the head 
“ A. — Presidency Police *' be reduced by Re. 1 was then put and 
lost. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. I, (Hi, 480 under the head “ B. — Superintendence M 
be reduced by Rs. 1,00,000 (page 110, Civil Estimate). 

Sir, let me say at the outset that I do not aim either at reducing the 
pay of the clerks or any such thing. My whole point is that the police 
administration in Bengal is an exceedingly top-heavy administration, 
that in India there is not a second province where the police adminia- 
tration is so top-heavy as it is in Bengal, In the next place, Sir, I 
think, lam m a position to prove by quoting facts and figures that 
that has not led to more efficiency of the police: On the contrary it 
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irresponsible lor less police work in this province. Sir, on a previous 
occasion I moved a motion similar to that which I am moving to-day, 
and in moving that motion, Sir, I quoted the following figures. I 
said that “ it will he seen at bnce by comparing the budgets of the 
different provinces for 1925-20 that under the particular head ‘ 26 B, — 
Superintendence * all the other major provinces, namely, the Tutted 
Provinces budget Rs. 2,25,000, Madras Rs, 2,88,000, Bombay 
Rs. 2,05,000, while Bengal budgets Rs. 8,77.000 (Page 829, March 
proceedings of the year 1925.) Those figures prove lieyond doubt that 
superintendence costs more in Bengal than i|i the other sister pro- 
vinces in India. In reply to my contention to the then Ilon’hle Member 
in charge of the Police Deparmtent, Sir Hugh Stephenson, said that 
I did not take into account all the other circumstance# which led to 
the increased expenditure on the item of superintendence here, and 4M 
Mr. Moberly is likely to quote hi# arguments over again, I am anti- 
cipating him by quoting Sir Hugh Stephenson’s arguments in his own 
language. Sir Huge Stephenson said: “As regards the comparison 
of the budgets, there are a numlwr of other things to 1 h» compared too 
— the population, the nature of the population, the division of the 
country, the accessibility of it. and so forth. Probably it was out of 
modesty that he did not refer to the geological strata, the deltaic con- 
figuration, of Bengal, the flora and the fauna of this province, and such 
other things. I do not understand, Sir, what is the relevancy of this 
argument that was made by Sir Hugh Stephenson. However, if there, 
lw» n»\ relevancy at all. let me answer his argument by quoting the 

uctual facts und figures. Let us take, first of all, the imputation. 

Does the population of Bengal justify an incerased expenditure on the 
item of superintendence? It cannot lw» so: for it will lie seen on 
referring to the statistics that United Provinces and Madras have got 
more population than Bengal. It may W that the density of the 

population is les# in Bombay but that does not take anything away 

from my argument. On the contrary, if the population is spread over 
a larger area in Bombay that may add to the difficulty of the police — 
of the supervising officers — but how that can lessen the difficulty of 
the supervising officers I cannot understand. Then, take for instance, 
the question of communications. Do you mean to say that so far as 
Bengal is concerned the communication is less improved here than in 
other sister provinces. You have got to prove that. Then there is 
the question of area. The police have got to move over a larger area 
in the aforesaid provinces than in Bengal. The supervising staff have 
got to control the police spread over a larger area. There can be no 
possible doubt about that. Bengal ha# got an area of 77,000 square 
miles, whereas Bombay has got an area of 1,22,000 square miles, United 
Provinces 1,06,000 square miles, and Madras 1.42,000 square miles. 
There can be no doubt, therefore, that so far as the supervising officers 
are concerned they have got to control and move about over a larger 
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area than in Bengal. Then take the number of** districts the work of 
which the supervising officers have got to superintend. Now, the 
number of districts in all these provinces is almost the same : in 
Bengal the number is 28, in Madras 27, and in Bombay 29; whereas 
United Provinces has ho many as 48 districts. So far as the work of 
superintendence of district police administration is concerned that 
work cannot involve more labour on the part of the supervising officer# 
in Bengal than in Madras or Bombay or United Provinces. That 
answers the point regarding the division of the country. Then as 
regards the nature of the population, I am not sure, Sir, whether 
Bengal is more criminal than Bombay or Madras. So far as my 
memory goes, I do not think that the comparative figures of offences 
in Bengal and in the sister provinces will plaeg Bengal in a much 
worse position than in other provinces. At any rate, I am not prepared 
to admit that Bengal is more criminal than the sister provinces. 

But let me revert to the question of ]>opulation. If the strength 
of population be the sole test of the cost of superintendence, then why 
should not Bihar, which has a larger population — of course, speaking, 
proportionately — have more Inspectors-Oeneral and Deputy Inspectors- 
Generul than say Bombay or Madras. The density of population in 
Bihar, so far as I understand, is more than that in Bombay or even 
in Madras : then Bihar should have more superior officers than 
Bombay or Madras. Therefore, 1 submit, that we should not accept the 
argument based simply on the question of population. Now, there is 
another argument which was advanced by Sir Hugh Stephenson. He 
said that the Deputy Inspectors-General nowadays have got to perform 
more duties than they used to do before. And what are the duties 
that they have got now to perform? He says that nowadays “the 
Deputy Inspector-General is responsible for everything w'ithin bis 
range : he is responsible for the crime, he is responsible for the force, 
etc.” I am glad to know that the Deputy I nspectors-Geueral are also 
responsible for the crimes. Whether Sir Hugh Stephenson used the 
won! “ responsible ” in the sense of instigating crimes, I do not know, 
but he meant probably that they were responsible not for the prevalence 
of crimes but for controlling, preventing, detecting crimes — for lessen- 
ing the crimes. If that was idea. Sir, then I submit that the work of 
these Deputy I nspectors-Geueral has led almost practically to nothing. 
Now, what do we see on comparing the statistics? Let us examine 
the item of “ Recovery of stolen property *\ What is the position so 
far as Bengal is concerned? Has this extra work of supervision and 
superintendence by the IJteputy Inspeetors-General led to any improve- 
ment so far as the recovery of stolen property is concerned? I submit, 
no. On the contrary the percentage of recovered stolen property in 
Bengal is in inverse ratio if I may say so, to the number of Deputy 
Inspeetors-General and the superior police officers. The case is not so 
bad in Madras and Bombay. Take for instance, the following figure* 
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relating to properties stolen and recovered : In Madras the percentage 
of the value of properties recoverd to the value of propertiea stolen 
is 15*9; in Bombay it is 28*2; whereas in Bengal it is 13*8, As I 
said before, this is in inverse ratio to the number of Deputy Inspectors- 
General and superior police officers. Let me quote the comparative 
strength of officers in the superior grade in the different major pro- 
vinces ? In Madras there are seven Inspectors-General and Deputy 
Inspectors-General to manage a force of 29,000. In Bombay a force 
of 29,000 is managed by ten Inspector-General and Deputy Inspectors- 
General. In Bengal the same force of 29.000 is managed by 15 
Inspector-General and Deputy Inspectors-General. Does any body 
dispute these figures? I am quoting them from th<» Statistical 
Abstract for British India. I hope Mr. Roy will not ascribe them to 
the printers devil. 

12 noon. 

Then as regards the total cost of police so far as the figures for 
1921 go it is in — 

Madras ... Rs. 1,02,00,000 

Bombay ... ... ... R*. 1,02,57,000 and 

Kendal ... ... R*. 1.85,00,000 

although, as I have mentioned, the j>ercentuge of the value of pro- 
perties recovered to the value of properties stolen is 1«' *9 in Bengal. 

Then I take it from another point of view, namely, the control of 
cognisable crime*. As I have said before, I do not agree to the pro- 
position that Bengal is more criminal than the other provinces. What 
is the work the police put in in respect of cognisable crimes in the 
province of Bengal? The number of cases that ended in conviction 
in 1921-22 was in Madras 95,291, in Bombay 79,437 and in Bengal 
96,611. The number of such cases reported was in Madras 1,41,282, 
in Bombay 1,17,361 and in Bengal 1,87,695. Therefore these figure* 
prove that lesser percentage of cases reported ended in coiivicition in 
Bengal than in the other provinces. Hence I submit that the whole 
of the argument that was developed bv Sir Hugh Stephensou in con- 
nection with that motion falls to the ground. All such arguments can 
with some show of reason be advanced in supporting, not the cost of 
sueprintendence, but the cost of police. But in supporting the cost of 
superintendence Sir Hugh Stephenson urged those arguments which 
however, as I have shown before, connot bear a moment’s scrutiny. 

Now I come to second point, namely, that this extra cost of superin- 
tendence, which leads to heavy police expenditure in Bengal, does not 
•ecttie more efficiency; on the contrary, it is responsible for less police 
work in Bengal. What I mean by less police work is that we have got 
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4 i lesser number of men in and con#equently*get less work from the 
subordinate police ranks in Bengal than in other provinces. As I 
understand so far as Bengal is concerned, it requires more policemen 
and not more officers in the superior grades; but the fact is that 
because these big superior officers have got to be supported, «>., as the 
Bengal Police is top heavy, therefore we get less police work in Bengal, 
because Bengal, so far as the number of subordinate police officers and 
men is concerned, is under-manned. Bengal has for example, a less 
number of constables than in Madras and Bombay; if so, there can be 
no justification for having a larger number of Deputy Inspectors- 
General — men in the highest grade. On the contrary, the situation in 
Bengal su^ests that the strength of the officers in the upper grades 
should be reduced and there should be more constables and more men 
in the subordinate grades. Had that been the case, then, I think there 
would have been more enquiries into crimes, more attempts to recover 
stolen properties and more attempts to secure arrests and conviction 
of criminals, but those are neglected because of the fact that we have 
a lesser number of policemen and subordinate police officers in Bengal; 
on the contrary we have got more men in the upper grades. That 
accounts in my opinion for the lesser percentage in the recovery of 
stolen properties, as also the lesser percentage of detection and con- 
viction of criminals in Bengal. Therefore I suggest that the whole 
policy of appointment and recruitment in the Police Department should 
be revised and the cost of superintendence substantially reduced. 


Ttli Hovt’blt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, 1 congratulate the hon’ble 
mover of this motion on the care with which he has prepared his case. 
I am sorry that I have not made a comparative study of the police 
statistics of all the provinces of India. Statistics are very difficult 
to understand; but possibly if 1 hud had any idea of what exactly be 
would bring up, I could have tackled the matter and would have been 
able to meet him. One of his figures, however, I am in a position to 
test on the spot, and that is the number of Inspector and Deputy 
Inspectors-Oeneral in Bengal. I think be gave the number “ 15 tf , but' 
the number, as will la* observed on page 116 of the budget, is actually 
< 5 . 


‘Sir Hugh Stephenson gave reasons in 1925 why the suggestion of 
the Retrenchment Committee on this matter was not accepted. At 
that time the Council rejected a similar motion by 62 vote# to 49, and 
I thought that as the "Council rejected a similar motion, the mover 
would not lie likely to bring up this particular matter again. A# I 
have said, if I had known that the mover would bring out etatietic* «, 
I would have tried to prepare myself to meet him on those statistic#. 
But as it is, I would request the Council to throw out the motion. 
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The motion of RaT Harendranath Chaudhuri was then put and a 
division taken with the following: result: — 


AYES. 


a (nil Maulvi Syad Me. 

Abamad, Maulvi Asimuddin. 

Alii Maulvi tysd N author, 
mai, tabu Rama* C Sandra. 

Banarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Banarjsa, Babu Promotha Nath, 
tan, Oahu tati tafchar. 

Basu, Mr. P. C. 

Biswas, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Bata* Babu Bajay Krishna. 
Chahraburtty, Babu 4atindra Nath. 
Chattarjas, trijut Bijay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Nai Harsndranath. 
Cbaudhury, Maulvi Kharshad A lam. 

Das Gupta, Or. 4. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Outt, Babu taral Kumar. 

Chats, Babu Amarsndra Nath. 

Ohaah Maulih, Babu tatysndra Chandra, 
fiupta, Mr. iagaah Chandra. 

Nimatsinfka, Babu Prabhu Oayal. 


Hasain, Nawab Musharrut, Khan Bahadur. 
Hut, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ikramul. 
Husain, Maulvi tyad Maqbul. 

Kasam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Babu Psbsndra Lai. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muauam AH* 
Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuddin. 

Maiti, Babu Mahsndra Nath. 

M mtra, trijut 4at*ndra Nath. 
Naiimuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur-. 

Rahman, Maulvi Bhamsur*. 

Rauf, Maulvi tyst Abdur. 

Ray, Or. Kumud tankar. 

Rsy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Buy, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Rsy, Mr. Kiran tankar. 
tarksr, Babu Naliniranjan. 
ton, Babu Naiundra Nath, 
tan Cupta, Mr. 4. M. 


NOES. 


Addams-Williams, Mr. C. 

A ha mad, Maulvi Kasiruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Kmaduddin. 

Chakravarti, tho Hun‘bls Mr. Byumkas. 
Chaudhuri, tho Han 'bis Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, at 
0 kanban. 

Caban, Mr. 0. 4. 

Caapar, Mr. C. fi. 

Da. Mr. K. C. 

Osy, Mr. B. 0. 

Donald, tha Han blt Mr. 4. 

Drummond, Mr. 4. B. 

Outt, Mr. B. t. 

Paroqui, Khan Bahadur K. B. M. 

Porrostor, Mr. 4. Campbsll. 

Bhusnavi, tho Han'bta Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu 
Abmod Khan. 

Bilsiirist, Mr. R. N. 

Oaoaka, Rai Bahadur Badndat. 

Outran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Hanoi, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axixut. 
Hussain, Maulvi utafat 
iamss, Mr. P. C. 

4 snn a way, Mr. 4. H. 

Uhnd, Mr. R. B. 

t sio mt sr. Uoutonant-Colonal 4. C. H. 
tMML Mr. H. C. 

Mudsay, Mr. 4. H. 

Ma oa l ri , Mr. L. T. 

(B«rr, Mr. A. 


Mswis, Maulvi Chaudhury Balam. 
Mavumdar, Rai Bahadur 4adunath. 
MoCluskis, Mr. t. T. 

Miltsr, Sir Provash Chundsr. 

Mabsrly, tha Han'hla Mr. A. N. 

Marian, Mr. B. 

Muksrji, Mr. t. C. 

Nandy, Maharal Kumar tris Chandra. 
Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Ordish, Mr. 4. B. 

Phalps, Mr. Travar 4. 

Philip, Mr. 4. V. 

Pr saliva, Mr. W. O. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur*. 

Raikat, Mr. Prssanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Nagsndra Narayan. 

Ray, tbs Hsu < bis Maharaja Bahadur 
Kshaunish Chandra, at Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. t. N. 

tasks#, Mr. P. A. 

tony at, Babu taahindra Narayan. 

tarbadhikari, Or. Sir Dava Prasad. 

tarksr, Rai Sabib Rabat! Mahan. 

Sattar, Khan tahfb Maulvi Atom, 
tkinnsr, Mr. t. A. 
ttuart Williams, Mr. S. C. 

Thompson, Mr. W. N. 

Travars, Mr. W. L 
Wood hood, Mr. 4. A. 

W ordswort h, Mr. W. C. 


The Aye* being 42 *nd the Jfoea 58, the motion wbs lout. 
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12-16 v. m. 

The following motions were called but not moved » 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,00,000 under the head * 26C. —District Executive Force — Pay of 
Superintendents ' be reduced by Rs. 50,000 (page 117, Civil Estimate)/’ 

Maulvi IYED MAQBUL HUSAIN: “ That the demand of 

Rs. 1,13,83,760 under the head 4 26C. — District Executive Force ’ be 
reduced by Its. 8,000 on account of increase in the town police staff 
at Chittagong (page 117, Civil Estimate and page 50, Budget).” 

12-15 r.u. 

Bibo AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: Ah Mr. Anahda Mohan 
Poddar is absent, may I have your permission, Sir, to move the motion 
that stands in his name? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y en ( you have niy permission to move it. 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE moved that the demand of 
Rs. 1,13,83,750 under the head “26C. — District Executive Force” be' 
reduced by Rs. 5,00,000. 

He spoke in Bengali in support of the motion. 

B«bU BUOY KRI8HNA BOBE: I rise only to remove a misappre- 
hension in the mind of the last speaker, my friend Babu Amarendra 
Nath Ghose. He said that these Superintendents and Assistant Superin- 
tendents are not necessary and has given apt illustrations but he has 
forgotten that so long as the British character of the administration is 
necessary these Superintendents and Assistant Superintendents must 
also lie necessary, because these* Superintendents and Assistant Superin- 
tendents belong t » a class of people who are a superfluous commodity in 
England, who are college-failed and school-abandoned and who belong to 
high families and who must he provided for here in India. These poets 
are filled with the incapables of the Anglo-Indian families and I 
remember an article in the Pioneer which said that this service wae a 
happy haven for European destitutes, where Chaucer was unknown and 
Conics Section was at a discount. Therefore so long as the British 
Character of the administration prevails there must be these Superin- 
tendents and Assistant Superintendents. No matter whether they know 
the language of the people, whether they know their customs and 
manners; they must be there. It will be said probably on the Govern- 
ment side that they are necessary because of the communal riots to ka$p 
peace between the Hindus and the Muhammadans. Unfortunately 
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these communal riots have come at a time which affords justification to 
Government in perpetuating many a bad thing. These posts will 
continue till a Swaraj Government is established. 

• 

Mr. P. C. BA8U: May I ask one question, Sir? Is it a fact as sug. 
gested by my friend, the member for the Calcutta University, that the 
pay of the European inspectors in the district police fo roe is going to 
be increased by Government? 

1240 p.m. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, in reply to the last speaker 
I may say that I have just l>cen told that proposals have been submitted 
to us regarding the District Police force but T have not seen them yet. 

Mr. P. C. BA8U: May I ask another question, Sir, whether that 
proposal is going to be adopted? 

The Hon'bit Mr. A. N. MOBERLY. As I have not yet seen the 
proposal and it has not yet been brought More the notice of Govern- 
ment I am sorry I cannot answer the point. 

Sir, the mover of this motion desire to rut Its. 1 lakhs from the head 
44 Temporary Intelligence, District staff” and Its. 1,20,000 from the 
4 ‘ Deputy Superintendents *\ The total of that comes up to Rs. 4,20,000 
and I do not know how he would propose to cut Rs. 5 lakhs from the 
head “ District Executive Staff 

The subsequent speakers referred to something altogether different, 
namely, Superintendents and Deputy Superintendents. As regards the 
temporary intelligence staff the budget for 1927-28 merely repeats the 
provision for 1920-27. The staff are required for purpose* of making 
various enquiries and work is lieing increased by communal disturbances. 

As regards the Deputy Superintendents so far as I was able to under- 
stand from the hon'ble member from Tangail his cry is “Trust the 
Ilarogu Rut personally from what I have gathered during mv *10 
years’ experience I am rather doubtful if this is the general opinion. 

Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Does the Hon’ble Member suggest 
that he does not trust the Daroga? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY* Not without supervision, cer- 
tainly. Darogas do most excellent work, but supervision of some sort 
is needed everywhere from the Executive Council downwards. Even 
the Members of the Executive Council are very carefully supervised by 
this House. 

Several speakers referred to the question of Superintendents and 
Assistant Superintendents. I sent for the Civil List and notice that 
A number of Indian Assistant Superintendents is increasing very 
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rapidly and will continue to increase. That proves that the police 
force is not intended solely for the benefit of the Europeans. Indiani* 
nation of the services — t>oth in the Civil Service and in the police — is 
increasing: rapidly and I may mention that when I am asked for the 
services of European officers 1 often have to say that I cannot supply 
them. If this Council desires that there should be more Indian officers 
they may say so but I am not quite suie that is the general feeling in 
the country. 

The motion thut the demand of Rk. 1,13,83,750 under the head 
“20t\ — District Executive Force” be reduced by Rs. 5,00,000 was put 
and lost. 

Babu NALINIRAHJAN BARKER: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 1,13,83,750 under the head “ 26C. — District Executive 
Force” lie reduced by Rs. 1(K) (page 117, Civil Estimate). 

I am actuated by two main considerations. The first is to emphasise 
the supreme need for a policy of steady retrenchment in the jxdice 
department along with other departments so that a sufficient amount may 
be released to be utilised for the purpose of financing schemes for re- 
moving the poverty, disease and ignorance of millions of our fellow- 
countrymen. By slightly reducing the pomp and luxury of an extrava- 
gantly top-heavy administration, benefiting only a few, we shull give 
light and vigour to thousands that are dying for lack of them. Second- 
ly, I w’ant to record our emphatic disapproval of the policy and spirit 
in which the authorities have been content to cany on the police 
administration. 

Regarding economy of administration the Official Report of 1925 
has claimed on behalf of the Inspector General that “ he has been able 
to run the Department as economically as possible consistent with 
efficiency *\ In support of this contention it is observed in the Report 
that “ the cost of policing 40 million people in England and Wales 
was 20 million sterling in 1923 against the equi valent of one million 
sterling in Bengal which 1ms u larger population ", We are but too 
fumiliar with the tactics of officials when they desire to increase expendi- 
ture, But is it not going too far even for them to ignore the obvious 
fact that except for the identity of arithmetical units the comparison 
between England and India does not lie? Even granting that by spend- 
ing without limit it might be possible to attain the same standard as 
obtains in England, what good should that be if the people in India, 
unlike those in Engtagd, were to continue to welter in ignorance and 
dirt? Progress to be Vorthy of the name must go hand in hand in 
every sphere of Government activity. Our policy, should, therefore, 
be directed towards bringing the sadly neglected departments of Edu- 
cation and Sanitation in line with the rest m 
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The police deportment offer* special scope for retrenchment because 
it kas been unduly pampered under the particular care of a foreign 
Government which has been slow to recognise any duty to the mass of 
the people beyond the mere maintenance of law and order. My purpose 
to-day is, therefore, to insist that the Government should commit them* 
selves to a policy of retrenchment steadily continued, in order to increase 
our spending capacity in those departments which have been more 
or less totally starved till now. 1 recognise. Sir, that natural expansion 
and steady increase of efficiency should lie the ligitiiunte ambition of 
every department, llut expansion which is one-sided and which is 
gained at the expense of another is far from legitimate and can do no 
good to the Imdy politic. Such expansion as may W absolutely neces- 
sary must be canied out by a policy of leadjustmeut and redistribution 
rather than by exceeding the present limit of expenditure. Regarding 
efficiency it should lie our aim for the present to further our object 
by revising the policy and overhauling the system of administration. 
In^short. for some time to come, until in fact the nation-building 
departments have attained the same degree of development as the other* 
we must shut our eyes to all prospect* of expanding or improving the 
latter ami remain content with what we have achieved up till now. A 
reduction of say Hs. o lakhs in an expenditure of uliout a cmre auil a 
quarter is not a matter of very great difficulty if the Hon'lde Member 
will only give his serious attention to it. 

Kxpcnence moieover has shown that mere increase in expenditure 
or in the strength of the police forre hus not been very much effective. 
The expenditure of 1922-$! shows an increase of 22b per cent, over 
that of 191d while the force had nearly doubled itself in number; but 
has the actual achievement of the police shown any increase? On the 
contrary the percentage of convictions to prosecutions and the number 
of detected cases and the value of t lie property recovered to property 
lost show a decline. The last official report no doubt takes credit for 
a small variation of the figures from those of the immediately preceding 
year, but a sure test is to lie found from a scrutiny of the figures of a 
longer period which tells a different tale. The police, have, inspite of 
the care bestowed on them by Government, failed even in meeting tka 
ordinary situation, not to speak of such cases as the Calcutta riots of 
la#t year or the atrocities at Pabna — crises which made police work a 
farce, with disorder raging unchecked and the locality reduced to a 
state of chaos. In fact the police administration was abdicated and the 
red flag proved a better protection for His Majeety’s Mail than the 
much vaunted Union Jack, Under the present system such failures 
we inevitable as an analysis of the situation will make clear. 

Hie thana which is the unit of police administration in this province 
covers an am of about 115 square miles scattered all over the province, 
4th poor facilities for communication. Such a thana is again staffed' 
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by 2*97 investigating officers and 24 • 77 constables raruited generally 
from outside Bengal, having no proper education, no local knowledge, 
no sympathy with the people of whose fate they are the custodians. 
Allowing 25 per cent, of the total constabulary to be a reserve force, the 
average area now served by a police constable is over 6-68 square miles 
comprising a population of over 2,984 souls. What useful purpose can 
such a system serve . v In every advanced country half the policing is 
done by the co-operation and assistance that the public give to the 
regular policeman. lu India, where the area served by the average 
constable is so large and the means of communication so scanty, the 
need of public co-operation is at its maximum. Even otherwise, the use 
of force cannot go far, unless that force has behind it the good will 
of the large majority of the public. The entire public, except of course 
the criminal section of it, would doubtless hasten to recognise the police 
us their friends and protectors, if only the system allowed them to do it. 
Ear from making any attempt in that direction, the Government in this 
country have deliberately made the policeman the dread symbol of* a 
foreign domination. He is the punishing arm of the executive and 
is used for the repression of any activity likely to build up the people's 
strength and manhood. It is this spirit which has vitiated the entire 
police administration in this. country. 

In England and other free countries on the other hand, every step 
is tuken to ensure the utmost cordiality between the public and the 
police. So early us 18*14 the House of Commons appointed a committee 
to enquire into the causes of the collision which took place between the 
police and the public at the Coalfields riot of that year. The committee 
succeeded in establishing public confidence in the system of the metro- 
politan police in Jjondon. In the .years that followed the system was 
so remodelled and perfected that the public readily recognised the jiolice 
as their friends and protectors and were always ready to co-operate 
with them. Only a few months ago the authorities in London issued 
a circular letter warning the police against the small incivilities that 
the public had but vaguely complained about. 

But have the authorities in thin country ever considered the neces- 
sity of improving the relation between the police and the public)' On 
the contrary the least breath of complaint against the police brings 
forth denunciation galore against the people from the head of the Govern- 
ment down to the veriest underling. The policy should be so changed 
that an atmosphere of good-will may be created and the public and 
the police thereby enabled to co-operate in the common task of preserve 
ing the peace and protecting the life and property of the people. 

The system of police and in fact every other department of adminis- 
tration now in vogue seems to be based on the principle that everything 
is to be done for the people rather than by the people. This n ecessa rily 
creates a spirit of dependence which dwarfs the intellectual and noli 
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faculties of the people and incapacitate* them for true ci tiaemh i 
Tke ordinary individual in the village fills no place in the administi 
tion of the affairs of his village and therefore gradually sinks in h 
own estimation. If a sub-inspector or a head-constable visits the villag 
he is looked upon with a feeling of awe, and in his turn can nev 
realise that he is a public servant, a servant whose services should 1 
at the disposal of every villager. Cooperation cannot come about i 
long as any other feeling rules his mind. And this feeling of c 
operation cannot come unless and until the police is made responsih 
to the people. 

As a first and immediate step it is necessary to create in every di 
trict a loan] of influent ia] repiesentatives of the people and speciall 
entrust them with the tu.sk of bunging nltout better relations betwee 
the public and the police. They can inquire into the grievances of til 
public again-t the police either on account of misconduct or of inefl 
•ienev. During crises the Hoard can be relied upon for securing sue 
.support from the public as mu> l»e necessary for the maintenance of th 
peace. Such an institution as I have now in mind would form a hupp 
transition to the ultimate end of this reform, ric r., the transfer of th 
responsibility of the lurnl policing to local authorities as in Knglun 
and on the Continent of Kurnpe at the present day. 

The system of organising village defence parties which, as the oHicin 
lejKut recognises, has Itecn such a great success should la* given ever 
possible encouragement. The tendency of the (invent ment and th 
police has fill now lieen to perceive nothing but an incipient lcvolutio 
in eve iv attempt to develop the physical capacities of the young mei 
of a village. The Government have to overcome such uneasy feeling 
an«l if the young men are not subjected to unduly severe discipline o 
required seriously to compromise their self-respect, I have no iloub 
that remarkable progress can lie made More long without any appw 
ciable coat. Any one who has watched the working of our voluntee 
organisations that have policed melas and religious festivals or tha 
have done relief work in times of calamity cannot in the least doub 
the capacity of our widths fur undertaking such duties. We have her 
the beginning of a system of volunteer police organisation which in th 
peculiar condition of this country is an absolute necessity and whei 
fully developed it will be a great source of strength to the permanen 
police force in every kind of emergency. 

12-4* p.m. 


As I have already pointed out, the present system of centralising al 
available manpower in the thana will not serve the chief end* o 
police administration. For efficient working and for better results i 
proper and judicious decentralisation all over the area is desirable, m 
•a to have at least one responsible man in each union. It must be hi 
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duty to regulate the work of the chaukidars and to organise and train 
the defence parties in their work. It is for him to arrange the watches 
and to keep in regular touch with the people of the union as well as 
the regular officers of the thana. In order to attract the higher classes of 
society, such functionaries should be given a better appellation than that 
of “ constable ”, having regard to the dubious tradition behind it. If this! 
system is given effect to, what is now' an inefficient service carrying on 
but little fruitful work may be replaced by a willing and respopsible 
body of youths alive to the responsibility that their position demands. 

An indispensable adjunct to this scheme of reform is a substantial 
modification of the present Arms Act. The dacoits or other criminals 
have nothing to fear from unarmed resistance. The success of these 
measures would appear, therefore, to rest a great deal on the grant of 
arms to a large number of responsible citizens. With arms in their 
hands individual citizens can feel stronger and can give a sure check 
to the spread of panic on critical occasions. 

The* additional cost will not be much and can be met from the 
savings arising out of the consequent reduction of the number of 
ordinary constables at the thana. And when such system of volunteer 
police organisation gets perfected, some reduction can be effected even 
in the ranks of the reserve constables. A readjustment of the top-heavy 
superior staff may also contribute a substantial portion to this additional 

CONt. 

What I have been advocating is but n moderate measure of reform 
in a particular department It involves no revolutionary changes 
except in the minds of the hon’ble occupiers of the lienches opposite. It 
does not in the least mean the wrecking of the Reforms. Those of my 
hon'blc friends who hold them dear for what they are worth need not 
see in this scheme anything running counter to their faith. May I 
not, therefore, expect their support iu pressing its acceptance on the 
Government ? 


Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Sir, the police— I mean 
the Indian police — are a body of men which cannot but excite the pity 
and commiseration of ull right-thinking men in this country. 
(Laughter.) They are, I think, the most wrongly abused people. 
Their duties are arduous and responsible but they have no support 
either from friends or from foes, either from their own countrymen or 
from strangers. They are condemned by everybody and praised by no- 
body. But at the same time whenever a police station is abolished or with- 
drawn from a particular locality, there is a chorus of indignation to 
the effect that the Government had abolished the police-station. At 
that time only the people feel the need of the police. In my district, 
I remember, Sir, when the Kalia police-station was abolished and 
removed to another place there was a chorus of indignation, resentment, 
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and discontent on the score that the Government had very wrongly 
withdrawn the police-station from the place and had thereby made the 
life and property of the people of the locality and of the surrounding 
villages insec ure. Then, again, another police-station was abolished at 
Chaugachha, and lots of people came to me tagging me to request the 
Government not to remove the police-station from that place. It is 
not. therefore, correct to miy that the people of Bengal are against the 
police or that they resent them : On the contrary, they want the police. 

I think, they want more |H»lice, because, I find, that when Hindus and 
Muhammadans forget tlieim*el\es and tagin to fight among themselves 
like maddened buffaloes the few policemen of a particular police-station 
are unable to cope with the situation. I know. Sir, the history of 
many' disturbances in the districts of Khulna, J ensure, and Faridpur; 

I came in contact with them eithei as a defence luwvei or as a prose- 
cution lawyer. And from my experience I cun say that the police 
are unable to cope with the disturbance'* and in mv opinion the present 
nutntar of the police force ought to be increased ten-fold in order to 
enable them to cope adequately with the situation in tire country which 
is largely due to tire instigation of, and the wrong advice given to, 
the people by some of om countrymen who want to see law and order 
go out of this country and anarchy reign in its place. (Ironical 
cheers and cries of 1 hear, hear Sir, it is they more than any 

other people who are making the |>olirp more costly, tacause it is the 
systematic and in-idum-. teaching of these people, rr.*., that the 
people of this countn should disotav all Government orders and that 
they* should go on lighting amongst themselves, which is responsible 
for the increased number of the police and therefore for the increased 
cost. 

Then, Sir, I submit that the Hengai police— in fact every police 
— must partake of the character of the people from which they are 
recruited. If the Bengali himself is honest, the Bengali policeman 
must ta honest also. Now, what are the classes from whirh we get 
our police inspectors and sub-inspectors in Bengal : they come from 
the same ( lasses as deputy magistrates and munsifs and such other 
officers and still you persist in culliug them dishonest. I think you 
may make them dishonest by frequently calling them so. I maintain 
that as you make the Government unsympathetic by always calling it 
foreign, alien, unsympathetic, and so forth, so also you make the 
police dishonest by constantly dinning into their ears that they are 
dishonest, dishonest, and nothing else. Therefore, I say that 

Dr* BIDHAM CHANDRA ROY; On a point of order, Sir. Is it the 
hon'ble member's experience that if we call one dishonest he becomes 
dishonest ? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. The question does not arise. 
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Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadurs Tea. Sometimes i 
happens that if you call an honest man “ thief and thief ” he think 
it better to be a thief than to be an honest man. Therefore, Sir, I sa; 
that it is the gentlemen on the other side of the House, who are respons 
ible for the increased cost of the police, since it is they who ar 
responsible for all this inc rease in disturbances in the country. (Crie 
of “ Question ” and interruptions.) You have asked the people to def; 
law and order, to defy authority — you have asked the people no$ h 
be law-abiding citizens — and that is how you have gradually increase) 
the cost of the police. 

Sir, I claim for the Bengalis* honesty, and since the police officer 
are Bengalis why should they he dishonest? Sir, to my friends on the 
opposite, 1 would say: “ You call them dishonest l>ecause they do no 
wish to serve your purpose, because they want to go against you in you] 
nefarious business of disturbing the peace of the country and of banish 
ing law and order from this land. I admit that, there are black shee] 
in every fold. (Ironical cheers and cries of ** lake you ”) 

f l hat sort of conduct will not cow me down know it for certain 
1 am too old for that. I am strong enough to defend myself againsi 
you all. (Continued ironical cheers and interruption.) 

Mf. PRESIDENTS Rai Bahadur, you must address vour remark) 
to me and not to the members opposite. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : On a point of order, Sir. My friendi 
on the other side have no right to excite the Kai Bahadur. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Rai Bahadur either ha> no right to get 
excited. 

Mr. 8. C. B08E: On a point of order, Sir. Is the hon’ble membei 
entitled to show his clenched fist to the House? 

Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Yes, ipfo v^M*-** 

you know: the stic k is the only remedy for fools. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order! 

Rai dADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Sir, I claim for the police 
officers of the country that ordinary honesty which prevails in all other 
countries. But in this country in everything that concerns the Gov- 
ernment, the order of the day is to find fault with it in order to pick 
up holes in its pocket— an order to cry down the Government. 

Bir, lastly, I may point out that the population under the jurisdic* 
tioh of a thana is, on an average, from one lakh to three lakhs of 
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people. Hw police force of a thane consists of, at the most, one sub- 
inspector, one joint sub-inspector, a few heed constables and 
constables and it is this force which has to keep order 
among two or three lakhs of people. They are sometimes asked to 
wake up iti the middle of the night to attend to some urgent call 
such as dacoitv, murder, riot, etc., nud I think that they do their duty 
as honestly a> jKiHsible (ironical eric* of "hear, hear'*) and 1 consider 
that they are entitled to our thanks and that at* should not unreasonably 
find fault with them. 

And, then, as regard* recruitment. How are the police officers 
recruited? They are recruited from the l>e*t classes of society in 
Bengal, and if they aie found wanting, it is they, who fine! fault 
w’ith them, ought to find l»etter men. 

\\ ith these words. Sir, 1 opj»ose the motion before the House. 
O'oud ironical cheers.) 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: Sir, I ii*e to sup|>ort the motion that 
has lw»en placed lw»fme tin* House by my frieml to my left. But in 
doing so, Sir, I would respectfully submit to you that when notices 
of token cuts are gi \en fm discussion in. and consideration hy, this 
House, I think it i* desiruhle that the mem!>er giving such notice should 
mention in )u * notice on what point he want* to attack the Government, 
and on which lie wants the decision of the House. Thi* morning I 
found notice of a token cut of He. 1 given by two different members, 
each demanding the decision of the Hou*e on *juite different matters. 
The result is that the decision of the House is usked for without letting 
it know on what it is going to der ide. I submit, Sir, that in future 
the members may be asked while giving notices of token cuts to mention 
what they want to draw the attention of the House to. It would also 
save the Government a good deal of trouble, and it will 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you speaking on the motion, Maulvi Saheh? 
1 r.M. 

Mwhri ABUL KASEM: Yes, I am going to speak on the motion. 
But an this is an important matter I thought it necessary to refer to 
thin. However, if your ruling is that I should not refer to this matter, 
then I shall simply routine myself to the matter. 

Well, Sir, speaking on the motion I must say that police expendi- 
ture in this province has gone up higher and higher beyond all pro- 
portions. More than a sixth of the total revenue of Bengal is spent 
on the police. I fully realise and recognise that police is an important 
limb of the administration and that it should be maintained in an 
officiant order, but extravagant expenditure simply does not product 
efficiency. I want io draw the special attention of Government and 
of the House to one particular item of expenditure, the number of 
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Deputy Inspectors-General of Police maintained for the district 
administration. How many there are? Only a few years back the 
Inspector-General of Police worked with one or two Deputy Inspectors- 
General at headquarters. Hut now there is decentralisation and each 
portion of Bengal has been set apart as headquarters for a Deputy 
Inspector-General, besides the Inspector-General. I think it is simple 
extravagance; I think so far as the Bengal Police Administration i« 
concerned there are too much grains in the stable than there are horses, 
and the reason is, as has been mentioned by my friend over there 
very aptly, that the additional supervision brings out more disorder 
and less efficiency. Now, Sir, attention was drawn to the fact of 
having a special criminal investigation branch in every district. I 
think in Bengal we can follow the practice of other countries, and a 
criminal intelligence branch of high efficiency — T do not mean that 
they should be highly paid — with headquarters at Dnlhousie Square 
should run the whole of Bengal, and the district police will carry on 
the general administration work, detection and investigation, and when- 
ever there arc any difficulties, the\ may call upon the Dnlhousie Square 
force to come to their lesoue and assistance. 

As regards the remark that the police are unpopular, I admit that 
there is a great deal of truth in it that the police do not get that 
co-operation and help from the people ns they ought to or as the police 
in other countries get. But it will not be sufficient to say that the 
people are at fault. The reason is this that the police do not want 
our co-operation, and even if we go to co-operate, the police are not 
willing to co-operate. Do-operation, that Anglo-Saxon woid, has a 
peculiar signification in this country, because <o-operation means sub- 
servience. The police tell the people what they ask them to do. 
They do not accept any advice from the people. How can the people 
offer them advice? This is the attitude the police have taken up in 
tli is country. If the police ask for our co-operation and if the people 
refuse that co-operation, then you can find fault with the people. 

One word more and l have done. AVe have been told that the 
police force is necessary because of these communal riots. It is our 
misfortune as well as our sin that we have got these communal troubles'. 
The Hon 'Me Mr. Moherlv has given an advice to the people of this 
country to make up their differences. If there were no communal 
troubles, and I wish we had a sense of part iot ism ami wisdom to follow 
that advice, then I submit that we would not only be able to relieve 
the police force of their responsibility and duties but we would be able 
to relieve the Executive Government of a good deal of their reapon* 
nihility and trouble. But unfortunately. Sir, as I have said before, it 
is our misfortune and our sin that we do not take that advice. At 
the same time I would submit that if we maintain a highly paid police 
force, if we pay for the most costly administration, should that admini*- 
tuition only explain away its efficiency and want of ability 
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by saying “ Why you people fight with we are not, responsible *\ 
If we do not fight with one another, there would have 
been no necessity for the police force, or the courts of justice, or a 
costly administration or even this Council. I submit that the police 
expenditure has gone up absolutely beyond proportion, and 1 may 
remind the treasury benches that if you look through the budget of 
the year 191d which was presented to the then Bengal Council — 1 am 
happy to find that some of the Secretaries who were in that Council are 
now Members of the Executive Council, when I bad the honour of 
l>eing there a 1 m>— you will find that the expenditure on police, 
especially the Presidency police, has gone up at least four times in 
these Id years. 

With these wmd* T support the motion of, my friend 
Babu Naliniranjan Sarker. 

Babtf NACENDRA NATH SEN" Sir, in this connection, 1 wish to 
refer to tlie mcmltcr* of the Miliordtmifc police service in Bengal. In the 
fir-t place, I refer to the constables. It j* generally known that they 
an* recruited horn the very lowest of our hoc jet > and strata, generally 
speaking, they are a *ct of immoral men: l»ul circumstanced as they 
are, they are Iwiutid to Im* so. 1 hey are not granted such privilege* 
as are granted to ordinary employees under employers. Take, Sir, for 
instant e the case or railway menial*, they are provided w ith separate 
homes, separate (daces where they tan live with their family wid 
children, a!*o with flee passages to then homes. These constables 
art* not yen well paid, they ale obliged to *tav away from their wives 
an«l children for two oj three year* at a stretch anti it i* no wonder 
that they Irecome immoral. So my suggestion »* that instead of housing 
constables in palatial barracks, hover nment may well take the idea 
of housing them in small cottages \iheie they can live with their 
families ami children. 

I ben. Sir, I vyish to speak of the sub- inspect or*. A few years ugo, 
it was the practice to recruit *nh- inspector* on the result* of rompeti* 
tive examination. Now-a-days that comjretitivc examination Iran Ireen 
alMdished, and *uh.in*j>ector* are recruited under what method and 
in what manner, we do not |m**ihl\ know, perhaps these are known to 
Superintendents of Police, District Magistrates, the Insjreetor-Generttl 
of Police and the Secretary to the Government in the Police Depart- 
ment. No reason can Ire assigned why the competitive examination 
has bfjen abolished and we are entitled to an answer from the Govern- 
ment. 'Why, after trying it for a certain number of years, 
Government thought fit to abolish it. 

Then, as rgeards court inspectors, I think that this branch of the 
subordinate police can well be manned by young lawyers. They have 
not got to do the ordinary work of investigation and detection but to 
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conduct cases before criminal courts and the suggestion is well worth 
trying whether junior pleaders should be given preference in the 
appointments of court inspec tors. 

Then, in regard to the Deputy Superintendents, it has been sug- 
gested that they are u body of unnecessary men, with that sugges- 
tion 1 urn not prepared to agree. As a matter of fact, Deputy 
Superintendents are generally recruited from educated Indians. 
They are a via medm between the Superintendents of Police, who are 
generally raw young men indented from England and the subordinate 
police force. 


Rai HABENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. I ri w t„ support 
the motion that has been placed lie fore the Council by Pabu Nalini- 
ranjnn Narker. I rise to make apparently a destructive criticism 
because constructive suggestions cannot be expected from us so long 
us the police continues to be the limbs of an irresponsible bureaucracy. 
Rai Jad ii na Hi Mtmimdur Bahadur has taken advantage of this motion 
to read a lecture to us, his fellow members, if not to his countrymen 
at large on the subject of the paucity of co-operation that is received 
by the police from our people. The Kai Bahadur has absolutely for- 
gotten how the police in this country and that in the self-governing 
countries are situated, lie addressed the whole of his speech facing 
the European block, and I hope he has got the approbation ho has 
looked forward to. But he absolutely forgot to take into consideration 
the widely divergent circumstances that prevail in this country and the 
other self-governing countries, in the latter the police are really the 
servants of the people and here the police are their masters being the 
limbs as I have said of an irresponsible bureaucracy irresponsive to 
the criticisms of the people of the country. So, however appropriate 
his lecture may have been in this Chamber, 1 am sure he would not 
dare repeat that lecture on any public platform in this country. It 
is admitted, and we do not deny it, that we do not believe the police, 
and that the jxdu*e do not enjoy our confidence. Has the Rai 
Bahadur or any one of his frame of mind ever eared to consider why 
is it that if the jxdice are really the protectors of life and property 
of the people, they are given a wide berth by the people, why is 
it that they are not taken into confidence by the people? The Rai 
Bahadur has said that immediately a thana is withdrawn from a 
place there is a hue and cry raised all over the locality from which 
the thana is withdrawn. here has the Rai Bahadur found it ever 
alleged that the rural people do not require protection of the police. 
The people of this country do waut j>olice protection aa the people of 
any other couutry, and because they do waut protection, they some- 
times desire that a police-station should be situated near their homes. 
But certainly when they find that the police are not up to their mar k. 
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iliat the police do not perform their duties as they are expected to, 
that the police do not give the amount of protection they can ex|>ect 
from them, on the contrary constitute a source of oppress ion, it is then, 
Mr, that the attitude of co-operfttiou is fumed into a hostile attitude 
of non-co-operation. Hut, Sir, this is cjuite irrelevant to the motion 
before the House. Balm Xahniranjan Snrker has moved the motion 
with a speech which contains constructive suggestions throughout. 
He suggested the adoption of certain measures which will make cik 
operation between the jwdice and the people jmssihle. The Uni 
Bahadur, forgetting the Miggcstion made by the mover, read 
a lecture to u s missing to mover’s |>oiiits altogether and ignoring the 
suggestions made hy my friend Babu Xalinitanjati Snrker. 

Mr. 8. C. B08E: Perhaps the Hai Bahadur could not understand 
the suggestion. 

Rfti HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : As mv f.iend Mr. Bose 
says, perhaps the Hai Bahadur could not understand the suggestion. 
In supporting the motion, I would ask the Hon’lde Mem her in charge* 
of the Police Department whether the figures in the Police administra- 
tion reports justify all that (ioverntneut claim for the efficiency and 
good administration of the Police Department — 1 beg to say an emphatic 
44 No ", When moving the pievious motion I quoted from the 
Abstract of Statistics for British India for 1921-22 the percentage of 
the value of stolen proj»erty recovered with reference to the value of 
the proper t\ stolen in Bengal. 

1-15 r.n. 

But, Sir. what do we find on referring to the Report on the Adinini*- 
t rat ion of Police for the year 1923 for the Presidency of Beugal for 
which he, the Hon’ble Mendier-iiwharge is responsible ? We find that 
it it» not even so high. It is something like 6 or 7 per cent. In the 
high expenditure on account of police justified by such a return ? We 
see, Sir, on referring to statement I, showing quinquennial statement 
of true e»*e* of serious crimes, that almost every form of serious crime 
is on the increase, especially violent crimes, such as dacoity. Here the 
figures are given for the years 1918-23. It will be seen at once, Sir, 
that dacoity is not really on the decrease. If in any one year it 
decreases a little the next year the figure leaps up again. From 1918- 
%\ the figure for dacoity ranged from 640 cases in 1918 to 859 cases 
in 1923, and in 1924 the figure for dacoity was still higher— it was 870. 
Therefore, it cannot be denied that so far as Bengal is concerned 
dacoity is on the increase. Then, Sir, take the figure for murder. It 
wiD be seen, Sir, that from the year 1918 to 1923 there has been no 
improvement in the situation. It was 446 in 1918 and the number of 
nmrder cases in 1923 was as high as 549, and in 1924 the same figure 
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practically holds good; it is 547. This is an evidence of the efficiency 
of the district police administration ! Look at the other figure — the 
percentage of stolen property recovered. I am reading from the report 
of 1924. The miserably small percentage will at once show how ineffi- 
eient the police is so far as detection of cases of stolen property is 
concerned. It was 0*3 per cent, in 1928: it was 8*5 per cent, in 1924. 
And I am sure the figure will never go beyond, sav, 10 or 11 per cent. 
Even admitting that the recovery of stolen property in Bengal is some- 
thing like 10 or II per cent., does that figure support the Government 
case for the efficiency and the good administration of the district police? 

I submit, it does not. Then, Sir, let us look to the return of cogniz- 
able ( limes. It will be seen, Sir, on referring to the district figures 
that in not one district even one-third of the true eases are detected. 
The figures generally range from 10 to 20 per cent, of the true eases. 
Is thnt a position, Sir, which can draw our admiration for the adminis- 
tration of the police and can it really justify the eulogy that was 
passed by the Hni Bahadur? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: May 1 u»k what the lmn'ble 
member means by detection? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I unc it in the *ame sense 
in which it is used in tin* report. The llon’ble Membei knows tin* 
sense in which it has been used in t lie report. 

This is rotten, the condition which prevails in the district police 
administration, and I think that the figures justify not only a cut such 
as lias been proposed b \ Habu Naliniian jan Sarker but also an all-round 
('ensure on the district police administration. 

Bibu 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir. nun 1 know beforehand 
if 1 will he given 10 minutes time to have my s»\ ? After l have 
spoken the llon'ble Mr. Moberly will have the opportunity of replying. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V Mr. Biswas, you i an speak. 

tabu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I support the motion for 
my own reasons. My friend. Babu Xaliuirunjan Sarker, has said that 
the district police are unpopular, but I beg to say that they are unpopu- 
lar not so much for their inefficiency as for the policy which guide* 
them. Sir, in all countries, except in India 1 think, the police are 
employed to keep law and order, but in this country I say — and I say 
with all the emphasis 1 command — that the police are employed as 
instruments to subjugate the Indians. I shall give one concrete example 
about it Sir, I, along with some friends and co-workers of mine, waa 
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arrested under section 17 (£) of the Criminal Law Amendment Ac t r 
and mv trying Magistrate was a Deputy Magistrate — I am glad to find 
him here in the visitors' gallery 


Mr. PRESIDENT • You should not refer to persons in the visitors*' 
gallery. 

Babii 8URENDRA NaVh BISWAS: 1 beg your pardon. Sir. The* 
charge against us was that we were breaking the peace as volunteers 
and organisers of I he volunteer corps. A police sub-inspector was 
placed in ’the witness-hex and was asked what we were. The police 
officer suid we were volunteers. Then lie wars asked what we did. The 
police sub-inspector said that we sang songs and shouted “ Mamie 
Mu turd in " in the streets. Then lie was asked what else did we do. 
The sub-inspector could not understand although he was asked this 
question several limes. The Magistrate then put a leading question to 
him Did they hieak anything)’ 1 The sub-in-pectnr readily answered 
“ Yes, they broke " but he could nt sa\ what we broke though repeatedly 
questioned Then be was asked diie< tlv - “ Did they break peace'*. 

Yes was the leply given. Sir, that was the way in which tin* 
requited aiiswc! was rinded b\ the Magistrate from the sub-inspector. 
1 say the fault did not he with the Magistrate, ton, but the system 
guiding the Magistrate was at fault. iA VotrK: Who is the Magis- 
tnite, v > I will not give his name. I mean to m»\- that the policy was 
to ban us and then to punish and the poliie were utilised to work out 
the police. Sir, the police are to execute laws — which are liked neither 
by the public not the police themselves. The laws ulii<}» regulate the 
police aie the laws of a reserved department and the tiepai t merit follows 
a polu \ over which the people s representatives have no control. My 
point is that unless and until that policy is changed, we shall for ever 
he going on a< « using the poliie as being unpopular. I say if the policy 
lie changed to-day, the distih t police officer- will he popular to-morrow. 


Mr, & C. BOSE: Sir, may I ask for a piece of information Y I would 
like the Hon'ble Member in (barge of the Police Department to 
enlighten the House as to whether the figure of Its. I,l‘t,8d,7o0 lias 
been arrived at after taking into account the proposed increase in the* 
pay of European inspector* in the force together with the coat of their 
free passages home. 

TIlO Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, I have a good deal of 
sympathy with much that fell from the mover of this motion. He* 
complained that everything was done for the people and not by the 
people, and that is what I have felt myself for many years past- 
That is a great difficulty in this country. I have been out to village*- 
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myself, and I have generally found the villagers complaining of some- 
thing or other. They said, for example — Look at the condition of this 
road, when is the disrict board going to mend it? I said — Yes, it is 
a bad road, but what are you doing these days. There is no work in 
the fields now, why don’t you come out with your lodalu and put it 
right. They could not answer. Then they said — we have got no drink- 
ing water: look at this dirty tank. I said — If you all come out and 
work at it, you will be able to clean it up in no time. They would not 
do this. They would wait for the district board to do it for them. 
They said that the district board had done it in other places, w'hy should 
not they do it in their village also. 

Well, Sir, Government, or rather the Council, passed an Act by 
which work of this kind could be done by the people themselves. The 
people were empowered to tax themselves and raise money for the 
purpose, so that everyone should pay his fair share and the execution 
of the work should not la* dependent on voluntary subscriptions. But 
1 am sorry to sav that the mover of this motion is one of a body of 
people who are very much opposed to allowing their countrymen to take 
advantage of that Act. Of course, this has no connection with the 
mutter under diocussion, ami 1 do not want to waste the time of the 
House over it ; but is is a jaunt on which 1 feel deeply, and I therefore 
asked the House to listen to me for a moment. 

Then in the matter of defence parties I have had peisonal exjierienee 
in Hooghly, where, I think, defence parties first begun their work, or, 
at any rate, where they were really efficient for the first time. They 
are u most excellent institution, and 1 .should like to see them sj>read 
everywhere. Where these defence parties exist and the j>eople work 
them, there is co-operation between the people and the police. The 
defence parties regard the jndice as their friends and the police regard 
the defence purties as valuable allies, and between them they do a great 
deal to put an end to serious crimes against life and property. 

As regards the mover’s dadre to see more progress in education, 
sanitation, etc., 1 can only say that I entirely sympathise with him, 
and I can assure him that the more money that can be spent on these 
•objects, the better pleased I shall be. 

We are shortly going to appoint a new Police Standing Committee, 
and I sincerely hope that whoever the members may be, they will give 
urf valuable opinions and render us such help as will enable us to make 
the police better and secure for them co-operation from all. I admit 
that all policemen are not perfect — no body of men can be perfect — but 
I think the general spirit in the police is that they do want to do their 
best for the people, whose lives and properties they are there to guard. 

Then, Sir, attention was called to the Pabna riots. The Pabna 
riots, I may gay, were rather unprecedented. The police force ie no- 
where large in Bengal, and I should aay it ie nowhere in India ao 
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large that it can prevent a sudden uprising over a large tract of 
country. In Pabna, when the riots took place, the force was not large, 
and reinforcement* had to be rushed in from other places. Not only 
were these reinforcements sent, they were accompanied by the Divisional 
Commissioner and one of the much-maligned t D e P u ly Iuspectoru-Geueral. 

Then, it has been suggested that if everybody were armed, that 
would prevent dacoities. Well, Sir, when 1 was District Magistrate of 
Hooghly, to go back again, I used to get many applications for gun 
licenses. I used to make it a condition tafore granting a license, that 
the licensee must turn out if there was a dacoity in his locality, I 
regret to say that I had to cancel not a few of these licenses, because 
the holders failed to turn out when occasion arose. There were other 
cases in which they not only failed to turn out, but their arms were 
got hold of by the dacoits. That is merely arming the dacoits. Of 
course, there have been cases in which the villagers have come out 
most phickily and have done splendid work. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: It is J-U) now. If the Hon'hle Member desires 
to speak further on the motion, 1 <an put it off till Monday. If he 
thinks that he has nothing further to say, I can put the motion forth- 
with. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I will continue my speech on 
Monday. 


Adjournment 


•The (’<mn. ll wa* then adjourned till 2~'V> r.n on Monday, the 21*» 
March. 1927, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



[21st Mai. 


m 

ProoMdings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Cal- 
cutta, on Monday, the 21st March, 1927, at 2-HO i\m. 

Present: 

The Hon’ hie the President (Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhury, 
of Hantosh), in tho Chair, the four llon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the two llon’ble Ministers and 109 nominated and elected 
members. 


8tarred Question 

(to which oral answer was given). 

Bilt deposits around the pillars of the railway bridge near Ranaghat. 

•54. Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether it has Wn ascertained if the formation of silt deposits around 
the pillars of the railway bridge, over the river Churni near Ranaghat, 
is likely to obstruct — 

(a) the flow of the river, and 
(h) the traffic on the river? 

MEMBER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur 9 
Of Dhanbari): (a) and (b) It is probable tliut the silt deposits are only 
temporary and will not interfere with the flow of the river or with 
the traffic. There is plenty of water for the latter through the central 
span. 


Unstarrad Questions 

(answers to whioh were laid on the table). 

Lepers in Calcutta. 

127. Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: With reference to 
the reply given on the 21st February, 1927, to unstarred question No. 17, 
will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government (Public Health) be pleased to state whether it is possible 
to develop and extend the Ijeper Asylum at Gobra for the segregation 
of lepers roaming about in the city of Calcutta? 
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MINISTER In otorgt of DEPARTMENT if LOCAL lELF-COV. 
ERNMENT (PUBLIC HEALTH) *(thi Htft’Mt Mr. ByfUtkot 
CHakravarti)** It would be possible to do so by acquiring more land, but 
the Midnapore project is preferable, as enabling the lepers to lead an 
open air life and engage in agriculture. 


Prosecutions for obstructions of footpaths by hawkers in Calcutta. 

128. Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: With reference to the reply to 
unstarred quest ion No. 2b of the 22ml February, 11127, will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department la* pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(D the number of prosecutions started by the police for obstruc- 
tion of footpaths in Calcutta by hawkers during the last 12 
months; and 

(tii the nume* of the roads in respect of which the said prosecutions 
were started? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'blt 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): o) T ‘he number of prosecutions for street obstruc- 
tion in l!)2b « a* 41M»7o. This figure includes lioth obstruction of foot- 
paths by hawkers and other miscellaneous street olist ruct ions. No 
separate statistic* are available of the nuinl>er of cases of obstruction 
of foot paths. 

do The names of the streets cannot !>e ascertained without a 
detailed examination of the case registers involving nn amount of 
labour which could not 1 h» justified. 


Secretary to the Managing Committee of en aided high English school. 

128. Ka*i EMDAOUL HOQUE: ia) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education l>e pleased to state whether 
there are any rules regarding the duties and responsibilities of the 
Secretary to the Managing Committee of an aided high English school? 

(M If so, will the Hon’ble Minister l»e pleased to lay copies of such 
rules on the table? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of Government 
to frame any rules for the purpose? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in ohargs of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 

Hen f Me Mr. Byemkee Chakravartl): (a) and <h) Yes, the rules are 
included in the Grant-in-aid ltules, a copy of which is placed on th* 
I hrary table. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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JITENDRALAL BANNERjfcE: Will 
in charge of the Department e>f Education be 
the Orant-in-aid Rules to which he has referred 
silent on the point. 



to* 


Mr. PRESI DENT (The HofiWe Raja Manmatha Nath RayC^^“ ^ 
of toitaali)s That is a matter of opinion. I cannot allow that question! 
in that particular shape. 


Azimgan] City Railway Station. 

ISO. Raja SHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA BshnBWWM 
Naahipur: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Depar8§wS|f 
of Public Works (Railways) be pleased to state — 

(t) whether Asimganj City Station on the East Indian Railway 
is being run with profit; and 

(it) whether there is a proposal to abolish the said Asimganj Citv 
Station in the near future? 

(b) If the answer to (a) ( ii ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state when and why it will be abolished? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the public will be put to 
inconvenience if the* city station is abolished? 

MEMBER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WOSKS 
^RAILWAYS) (tho Hon'ble Mr. J. Dofttld): (a) Arimpinj City 
Station is being run at a profit, but only at the expense of Aximganj 
Junction which is half a mile from the city station. There is no 
intention to abolish the station at present. ^ 

(b) and (c) The questions do not arise. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS* 


SS. — Polioo. 


Tht Han't* Mr. A. N. MOBERLYS Last Saturday while I 
discussing what had been said hy Babu Naliniranjan Barker I pointed 
Out that I should be very pleased to have advice as to the adminisfcra* 
tion of the Police Department from the members of this Council. J 
do not think therefore that I can at present go fully into the very: v 
large question which has bean raised of placing the police under thff ; 
local people. * i 


Coining next to the speech of Rai Jadunath Masu radar Bahadur* 

I desire to congratulate him for having the courage to say w|pt many 
people think about this matter, but for want of courage do not gtwe " 
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-eapfreasiontA Uicir feeling. I welcome the suggest ion wh*hh baa belli 
By ^ptaniyF Abul Knsem that members who move token cute 
oul^mention beforehund the points to which they intend to draw 
the attentfbn of Government a 4 d I hope that even if ail the member* 
9f # _the Totinril do not do this, Maiilvi Aim! Kasem will himself at 
my *rate do this in future. 


Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen talked about the constables being drawn 
from the lower strata of society. I shall* have to say something about 
fffttt when the cut for the Police Training School is reached. He 
that separate cottages slim* Id !h» provided for constables 
Igpbeir families. I am in entire sympathy with the hon*ble meinlwr’a 
^®re, but I do not know if he has any idea of what the cost would lie. 


Coming to Rai Harendranath ('huudhuri’s speech, 1 notice that he 
bad to go back to 1923 and 1924 to get figures to suppoit his argument#. 
If he will read the leport foi the year 1925 he will find Hint there 
a veiy large drop in the number id cases reported and that the 
total number of dacoities decreased by I JIG. It is true that only 39 
per cent, of the cases investigated were sent up for triul, but it does 
pot follow that the offenders in other cases were not known to and 
dealt with bv the police. It merely means that the evidence on which 
they could 1 h» put on trial for specific offences was not sufficient. 
Preventive action was, however, taken in a number of cases and the 
result ha*- lieen very satisfactory. 

As icgards the* recovery of stolen property, I do not think that 
this i* a true gauge of the efficiency of police work. Much stolen 
property, such as paddy and ruiiees is unidentifiable; ornaments are 
often melted down at once and if notes are stolen unless the numlwr* 
had been taken Morehnnd there is a great deal of difficulty in tracing * 
them. 


Finally, I was asked about the proposal that the pay of European* 
inspectors in the Bengal Police should be increased and that they 
should be given certuin concessions and I was asked whether provision 
had l**en made in the budget for that. As I have already said on 
Saturday, no such proposal hos yet reached me though I hear it has 
reached the office. I have not seen it, and have not considered it, 
nor has it been considered by Government or by the Finance Depart 
ment. Therefore there is rio provision for it in the budget. 

The motion that the demand of H*. 1,13,83.750 under the head 
“ 26C District Executive Force ” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put 
and lost. I 

ItollW TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I l.eg to move that the demand 
of Ha. 1,13.83.750 under the head " 26C.— District Executive Force ” 
be reduced by He. 1 (page 117, Civil Estimate). 
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* Sir, I^liope to be brief in my speech on thisfcnptyi^ be$aus#' jnodl* 
of the stock grievances against the district police hdlve ^ajriody bee* 
'dealt with and the stock answers already given. I propose uPMeal^ 
1 with certain points which I think deserve the attention of Gk>veri»ent* 
and of this House. Like all other departments of Government* the 
administration of the district police, Sir, is top-heavy and** an | 
Enormously large sum of money is spent every year as salaries of tjie 
superintending staff. But if the administration is top-heavy it ^as * 
its redeeming feature, because the ingenuity of the members of (Jow- 
ernment compensates for the top-heaviness by an extraordinary economy 
exhibited towards the bottom. The assistant sub-inspectors and the 
constables, Sir, have to bear the brunt of this ruthless economy. Tifc 1 
assistant sub-inspector who is recruited from the same class of people 
out of whom the sub-inspector is recruited gets only Its. 25 to Rs, 
per month and the constable, who is the real guardian of law, an 
order of the almighty British Raj gets a paltry sum of Rs. ](> to Rs. 20 
per mensem. Sir, may I ask how can the assistant sub-inspector get 
on as a self-respecting gentleman with that small pittance and ho?e 
can the poor constable maintain himself and his family with this 
paltry sum. To give them salaries like that L nothing hut to goad' 
them to a life of dishonesty and corruption: it is nothing hut abetting 
them to a course of action which is disgraceful alike to the service and 
to the superior administration. If the Government at all cares .for 
the good name of its police and at all cares to do justice to a class of 
. its servants who nrp prepared to lay down their lives in their intereat, 
they should take immediate steps to thoroughly overhaul the whole' 
system and to revise the scale of salaries of these hard-lotted people 
and place the same on a satisfactory and more equitable basis. Then, 
*Sir, the Government, I am glad to admit, is fairly scrupulous in 
maintaining communal balance so far as the administration of the dis- 
trict police is concerned, hut there are haters of communalism in that 
‘service also who nre always on the alert to defeat the just claims 
the Muhammadans. These officials have very little scope for inter- 
ference so far as the direct recruitment is concerned, hut there are 
other fields where they find ample scope for interference. A fairly 
large proportion of sub-inspectors is recruited from the rank of 
assistant sub-inspectors and here the resourceful genius of 
those people find ample play. If I can refer to the case of Faridptfj, 
Rir, till recently one such gentleman was in charge of Faridpur we 
Superintendent of Police. i 

!-46 p.m. 


f my information is correct in the course of the last year he nomiqptjflr , 
half a doien assistant sub-inspectors for appointment as §ub-insp«gtor§ A , 
and thanks to his freedom from communal bias there was not agpnglft 
Ifuhammadan amongst the six. I am afraid that similar tactics ate 
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ro **w the attention of the Government and of the- 
t *, “ ® n<,e fkand method of cheating the Muhauimadaii oom- 
5! ll ;''5. '** J,ut ,la '"is. and hoodwinking the Government into a. 
JWieu-tgni efficient Muhammadans ure not available. 

I shall only add on the staff of the Police Training Sc hool at Sarda 
Hiihtqnmndaiis are not properly represented and I hope that Govern- 
nant^.ll I see its way to take steps for the removal of this disparity. 

do not demand that ineffic ient nobodies should he placed on the stall 
;f that institution simply because they ure Muhammadans, but what 

insist upon is that if the Government really makes an honest attempt 
nthout depending upon the reports and certificates of interestecf 
cersons it will no. he diffic ult to find out efficient Muhammadans with 
*M»te .nullifications for service „„ ,he staff of that institution. 

\ iffcthgse words I commend the motion to the ac c eptance of the House. 

Th. Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I think this is the third times 

i the course of the debate on the police budget that I have had 
> deal with the question of the appointment of Muhammadan*. I 
y OpWpropose to i e peat what I wiid before. 

At regards the pay of the constables I am in entire sympathy with* 
le member who has moved this motion and l should be very glmP 

the constables could get more pay. If the hon’ble memteer will 
sik «1 the figures at page I IT of the Budget, however, he will see 
■at *ven ,f the Superintendents were abolished the resultant saving 
otil.1 not he suffic ient to help the constables very much. I oppose the- 
ot foik. 

The motion of Mauhi Tamizuddin Khan was then put and lo*t. 

The following motion was called hut not moved: — 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: “ 

#,31,300 under the hea<l * 261). Police 

fused (page 121, Civil Jvdimatei.” 


That the demand 
Training Kchool * 


of 

Ixe 


TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In the aWmv of both Habu Akhif 
C|*ndra Datta and Habu Amarendra Nath Cl hone, may I have your 
permimion, Sir, to move the motion standing in their names f 

Y <*. Jou have my itermission to do so. 

«. l !fc A, '! Z0 ^ , L M f HAM! 1 b< * ,0 move ,h «‘ the demand of 

"26E. Special Police” be refused /page 

° f thi * huffe “ mount «• provided for the Eastern Frontier 
. ® y m, " d tbis ** nothing but wanton extravagance. It «. 
uideM very rare that the services of this force an requisitioned fox . 
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folMn# 4atkm exhrpt for ihe firiug ap^Tpeople 9n #‘ pf 

whdM> pocket* they are paid, on most flimsy pretexts as las' recently ‘ 
fo#en done at Kulkati in the district of Bakarganj. Is it, Sir£ for a 
purpose like this that we should gin* our sanction to such ran tots 
extravagance ? I need not dwell much upon the degree of civBixation 
of the people out of whom these meicenaiies are recruited. Suffice it 
io say that they are superior enough in mental equipment to their 
arboreal forefathers in under landing general orders given for 4irirtg 
it hough not to the extent of disci iminat ing the number of rounds to 
be fired. Recklessness like this cannot be expected from the intelli- 
gent Bengalees or for the matter ot that from any of the Indian 
’military races like the Sikhs, the Rathuns or the Rajputs. Is it for 
tlmt reason that the Bengalees are scrupulously excluded from this 
so-called Bengal battalion? Apart from this deliberate injtfetlle 
1 am not at all convinced, and I think the House is not convinced, 
that the ordinary police, if efficiently managed, is insufficient for the 
purpo.e of maintaining law and order. If so, the ordinary jrolice force 
can he increased at a much less expenditure. Instead of having 
resort to such a business-like course (iovernment proposes to perpe- 
tuate a useless luxury at the expedite ot the poor taxpayer whose 

income is perhaps, the lowest in the world. How can the jrmtion- 

lmilding departments thrive if the heart of Government is set upon 

•such wild-goose cha.se? It is time yet for the (iovernment to re- 
iruce its steps urwl pio\e that it is really sincere! in its protestations 
aif friendship tor t hr* teeming millions placed under its charge. 

I lm\e yet another objection against this military budget of the 
Government ot Bengal. The Eastern Frontier Rifles, as its nume 
indicate*, is for all intends and purposes a body of soldier* meant 
for guarding the eastern frontier. May 1 be enlightened whether i% 
is intended to use this force in active service and whether it is 
•actually so employed? If so, what justification is there ibUt it 

should not he made an imperial charge? Is it not merely a subter- 
fuge to help the Imperial (iovernment to rob the (iovernment §f 
Bengal of this huge amount of money, and is the Government* of* 
Bengal n willing victim? If so, there cannot he any more cog^it 
reason for this House to recoid a vote of censure for conduct like thik.* 1 * 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: After what ha«*f&Uen 

from my hon’ble friend it does not seem necessary that I should dilate 
on this jaunt any more, (hie thing 1 would like to notice in passing: 
We are told that Government i> trying its l**st to mm* us edtt&ted m 
the art of governing ourselves for it means to give us full responsible 
■government within a short period of time. But when we "Bud that 
no efforts whatsoever are made to entrust the policing of the^Uttuntry * 
In the hands of the Bengalees we are tempted to believe that after 
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all *the protestation of thb twfnwm 15 uoi, one. at* \nt to , 
it that tin Bengalees, the* Hindus ami Muhammadans are uot ia it 
P° w ti<jp to occupy the place of these Eastern Frontier Hi ties ? f«t. 
there any dearth of Muhammadans in eastern ami w**i tern Bengal 
and also of Hindus of In » t ii these parts who ran take up this job?* 

I am perfectly certain that both these rmmnunities are quite in a posi- 
tion to take up the work ami ran do this work with the greatest 
poswfcJd tfucreas. The only reason that might have led the Govern- 
inent not to bring in these two comm unities to this force is that these 
riflemen have nothing to do with Bengal and the Bengalees. I aw 
afraid that this will make us think that Government have not full 
confidence in the people of the count! y and in order to avoid this *oif 
of misunderstanding taking mot Government ought immediately to 
disband a foice like this and form a force composed of these tw*o com- 
immkies, tor 1 feel perfectly certain that Hindus, even with the 
greatest communal bias, would never have tarried out the order to 
more than the fullest extent as has been done bv those 1 feel tempted 
to call ha i ha i ous people. I may also say that Muhammadans if 
they weie called upon to fire upon the Hindus, even if they had the 
greatest tommunnl huts, would nevet have carried out the order to 
none than tin* fullest extent. Jn tin* interest of tins country and in 
the tntei est of the dignitv of the Government which is pledged to grant 
self-government to th i- eoiinhv if seems that we should not have any- 
thing to do with a tone like this. 


Mtttlvi 8YED ABDUR RAUF; I list* to support this motion and 
leasons .no the following: Sir, in even country the police estab- 
lishment is i n « 1 ispcnsiilde toi the maintenance of law and order; sis 
^it would he quite absurd to sax that we do not require any poliifr 
establishment in tins province. But rather I think it is absolutely 
neqMwarv that a foice of sufficient strength should he maintained to 
cojh» with the situation in these days of cninmunul trouble* and 
ijfttemecine quarrels, f should also like to suv that the police forre 
mint la? responsible to the |»eople. In this country the jioliee force 
if kept by the Government not to maintain law and order but to carry 
Wit the whims of their masters. As for their responsibility I can sav 
with a clear conscience that they are responsible neither to man nor 
to God. They an* trained in such a fashion and by virtue of their 
being in the police force they hold suck a unique )>o»ition that they 
Hover for a moment dream that they have any responsibility to the 
puhiie*twho are maintaining them at the cost of their life’s blood. 
Thk eense of ii responsibility, Sir, is the root cause of the inal-adiiiinis- 
trat|qn#ii\ §pite of the heavy drain on the revenues of this province* 
It kMtnply astonishing to note that ubout one-ninth of the total 

revenue of this province is spent on the police force, and with what 

jttr 
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jresult*? It better to be imagined than to be narrated. Now, Sir/ 
'■what is this special police? Humanity shudders to name it and blood 
tardies in one’s veins to describe it - it is the Eastern Frontier Rifle* 
which the other day indulged in indiscriminate massacre of unarmed 
people at Ponabaliu. 


1*.M. 

This irresponsible battalion is known by its noin-dr-phtmA the 
special police. Sir, is there any shadow of justification on the part of 
the (iover nnient to maintain such a homicidal machinery at a cost of 
about IN. *1} lakhs? Battalions and regiments are required to fight 
out battles but is there nn\ posdbilitv of any battle either in the 
present or in the future in this province* of Bengal? Is riot the rigour 
of the Anns Act enforced in this province*? Is not the* ordinary police 
force ot tin* province sufficient to cope with tin* situation? Is not the* 
territorial force available in cases of emergency? Why then. Sir’, an 
annual drainage of about IN. b| crores from tin* Indian exchequer? 
Are the massive gates of Fort William to remain closed loj ever un- 
h*s* and until to fight out the Turks m Mesopotamia. 01 to Mippiess 
tin* national aspiration of tin* (’liineso in tin* Far Fast? 1 find no 
justification for maintaining the Bengal Battalion. It is nothing hut 
ihc luxury of flu* Buieaucracv maintained, sjmplv to vindicate its so- 
•calleel prestige and dignity which can he better termed vanity. Sir, 
which is luxury to our Bureaucracy is death to us. (aimed this 
IN -N lakhs la* utilized in rcdievuig the death agemies ot the thousands 
«of peojde <d this province*? I slremglv protest . 1 1 * u i n this demand 
.and I whole*-he*nrteelly support this motion. 


The HoiPble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, I tried to explain the other 
<lu\ that the Eastern Frontier Rifles were not rarely used in Bengal. 
Some ol them are stationed at rhinsnra and are employed in the mill 
area \enr a* ft or year at the time ed the* Hnlr-ld and tin* M uhnrram . To 


go no fuillmi than last \ear the Eastern Frontier Pities we*re* employed 
•during the* last riots the*v xvere on duty on tin* street*, of (’aleutta from 
Apiil until .lannarv last and they also were se*nt to Khargpur and Pubnp. 
They also phm*d tt very considerahle part in quelling the* riots in Dtftcci 
which, 1 mav sav, but for ihe* Eastern Froiitn*r Rifle** would probably 
have been mine* serious than they actually were. 

t hi all the' occasions in which they were tailed out in recent years, 
-save in one* case, they have* been able to elo their work effectively without 
firing a shed. The one exception was the unfortunate incielont i# Bakar- 
ganj the other ehn . Had 1 had time to reply fully the other elav I had 
intended to tell the House that I myself was not tullv satisfied tijxmt 
fthe firing e>f *17 shots when only ?0 hail lw*en ordered. The ('ommifti^oner*,, 
lias beeu askeel to make very full eu«|uirie« cm that point ami to fexamine 
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every body who can he got hold of to tod hfcr it w a* that no many sbo 
were fired. I may add that I have also asked that very careful upecii 
enquiries shall !»e made regarding the allegations about the treutmer 
of the wounded. * 

To return to the Eastern Frontier Rifles, this force i* a very high! 
disc iplined force and as I have said in most cases their mere present 
is sufficient to quell disturbances. If they ate abolished we shall hav 
to increase the ordinary armed police to a very large extent and 
should certainly have to ask for more money. The military force 
in Bengal are not too strong and they are stationed in Calcutta 
Barrack pore and I-ebong. It is vety necessary to have a highly dit 
cijdined force to supplement the military. 

As legal ds the nomem lature of the force 1 have been unable i] 
the few minute's which have elapsed since this motion lias lieen mo\o< 
to find out win if has been so called. But i may say until a fev 
\ears ago it was known as the Bengal Military Police. Then* nun 
be members of the House who were present when the Act under whirl 
ihe Eastern Bengal Rifles ha\e been constituted was passed and thej 
ma\ be able to answer the question. 

Tlo* Temtorial Forces are not intended to he called out for ordinary 
police puipo.es The\ are people who ha\e other duties to perform 
and tbe\ would be the firs? to grumble if they were sent to Dakar 
ganj one da\. Chittagong the next da> and Palma the next, and so on. 

I hope, theiejoie. the House will reject the motion. 

Ihe motion that the demand of Rs. ;f,7d.7‘JO under the head “ 
""Special Pol n e be tefused was t hon put and a division taken with 

the follow mg result : — 


AYES. 


A (Ml, Mauivi By ad Muhammad. 

Aharnad. Mauivi Atimuddm. 

Atiqullah, Mauivi Bysd Md. 

8a*ohi, Babu Rome Chandra. 

Banarjsa, Or. Framathanath. 

Banarjsa, Mr. A. C. 

\ Bannarjsa, Babu Jitsndralal. 

f Saau, Babu Sa»i Bakhar. 

* Baau. Mr. F. c. 

Bit waa, Babu turandra Nalh. 

Bitvat, Mauivi Abdul Latif. 

Babu Bajay Krishna. 

•••a. Mr. t. C. 

Chakraburtty, Babu Jatmdra Nath. 
Cfcaudhuri, Rat Harandranath. 
h CtMMMhury, Mauivi Kharahsd A lam. 

Outt, Babu taral Kumar. 

8Bm«, Babu AmartfMfra Nath. 

*«»U, Mr. Jacath Chandra. 

Mimattinaka, Babu Frabhu Oayal. 

WBBja, Kaii Cmtfadul. 

Hssatn, Naarab Mmharruf, Khan Bahadur. 


Muq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Bdramvl. 
Husain, Mauivi lyad Maqbul. 

Katam, Mauivi ^tbul. 

Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan Bahib Mauivi Muaxiam All, 
Khan, Mauivi Tamiiuddin. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mawta, Mauivi Chaudhury Ootam. 

Moitra, Bnjut J stand r a Nath. 

Muka rjaa, trijut Taraknath. 

Rahim, Sir Abdur*. 

Rahman, Mauivi Ahamtur. 

Rftuf, Mauivi tyad Abdur. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Bandar. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Bandar. 

Bad aqua, Mauivi Mshamsd. 

Bardar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

•an, Babu Nagsndra Nath. 

Um Bupta, Mr. 4. M. 
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NOES. 


MdAms-Williams, Mr. C. 

Ihamaif, Maulvi Kaairuddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. 
Ali, Mr. Altaf. 

ihakravarti, tha Hon’bla Mr. Byomkss. 
Bbaudhuri, tha Han’bta Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab Alt, Khan Bahadur, of 
Ohanbari. 

Bohan, Mr. D. J. 

3 oo par, Mr. 0. Q. 

Brawford, Mr. T. C. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

Donald, tha Hon’bls Mr. J. 

Drummond, Mr. J. 0. 

Dutt, Mr. 0. t. 

'aroqui, Khan Bahadur K. Q. M. 

Jhoah Maulik, Babu Satysndra Chandra. 
Ihuinavi, tha Hon’bla Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu 
Ahmad Khan. 

Dilohritt. Mr. R. N. 
lofran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Jamas, Mr. F. E. 

Jonnaway, Mr. 4. H. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Laieaatar, Liautanant-Colontl J. C. H. 
Liddell, Mr. H. C. 

Lindsay, Mr. 4. H. 


Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mazumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath. 
MeCJuskia, Mr. E. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mittar, Sir Provash Chundar. 

Mobarly, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. N. 

Oaten, Mr. E. F. 

Ordiah, Mr. 4. E. 

Phalps, Mr. Traoor J. 

Philip, Mr. J. Y. 

Pranttoa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Ahdur . 

Raikat, Mr. Proaanna Oab. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Hon’bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahaumah Chandra, of Nadia. 

Roy, Mr. t. N. 
taohaa, Mr. F. A. 

tarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mohan. 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Maulvi Abdus. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan 
of Naahipur. 

Skmnar, Mr. S. A. 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Woodhaad, Mr. J. A. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


Tin* Ayes being 48 and the Noes f».‘J t ho motion wa- lost 
The following motions were railed hut not moved: — 


Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: “ That the demand of 
Its. ‘1,7 1,720 under the head 1 20K. Speeial Police ’ he reduced by 
Us. 1,74,720 (page 12*1, Civil Estimate).” 

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: “That the demand of 
Us. 7,11,400 under the head * 201*’. Railway Police* l>e ret 1 need by 
Its*. 100 (page 124, Civil Estimate).” 

Mr. P. C. BA8U: “That the demand of Us. IS, 000 under the head 
* 2C>U. Criminal investigation Department Tempoiary Establish- 
ment’ be refused (page P28, Civil Estimate).** 


Mr. P. C. BA8U. “That the demand of Us. *1,00,000 under the 
head ‘ 2(>G. Criminal Investigation Department Temporary Force * 
be refused (page 128, Civil Estimate).” 

Mr. P. C. BA8U: “That the demand of Us. 1,21,000 under the 
head *20G. Criminal Investigation Department Travelling Allow- 
anee ’ la' refused (page 120, Civil Estimate). ** 

Mr. P, C. BA8U. “That the demand of Us. 11,000 under the 
head ‘20U. Criminal Investigation Department - Rewards ’ be refused 
(page 120, Civil Estimate).” 
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Mr. P. C. BA3U: Sir, with a certain amount of trepidation, I 
beg to move that the demand of 1,00,000 under the head “ 20G. — 
Criminal Investigation Department — Secret Service money ** be 
refused (page 129, Civil Estimate). 

Trepidation. I said deliberately, because who does not feel ”ou- 
cerned for an imminent onslaught on his liberty by the kind offices 
of this department? I* there any personal fieedom in this land of 
ours? Are n**t we helots and sells in our own country? W ho docs 
not know <>f the l*ttrr« </, mtrhvt possessed by this department for 
the arrest of fKUiceful and law-abiding citizens who happen to belong 
to the Congress oi Swaiavxa party it they stand in the way of the 
hureaunaey— 1 lepeat it with all the emphasis in my command - in 
spite of w liatevet lias been said or max be heieufter said by the arch- 
propagandists, Messrs. Birkenhead, Heading $ Co., «» f Fleet Stieet? 
W ho docs not know that our innocent patriot* ate detained and rotting 
in confinement for tlie kind attention of this depaitment? Who is 
it that does mu kmov. Sir. what him k things are done and dialM»)ical 
methods adopted h\ this department in the name of law and order? 
WTiere i* the guarantee that the iueml>eis of thi* department ate drove 
human frailties and would not retaliate tor the grudge or malice they 
beai against an\ one oi nut pait\? The secret service has been main- 
tained In the K\e«titi\e for their nefarious schemes in shutting out 
honest fwdrtieal act nines ut ihe people. The department has been 
maintained fm the enthronement of tlie bureauciacx and consumma- 
tion of bureau* rats, and (tod willing then consumption. The 
depaitment has been utilised tot the* prevention and negation of real- 
isation of i espoiisible ( ro\ ei nmeut In peaceful agitation. This depart- 
ment has 1.* en maintained to stitfie public nunements, public activities 
and demoralise people Since tlie non-co-operation movement, even’ 
Congress man is pledged to la* non-violent In spite of the pledge 
wH.v is it that prominent Congress men were arrested and are detained 
at the Instance of this department under the cover of Executive 
decree*. lawless laws. Mention was made the other day by my hon'ble 
friend, representing the University of Calcutta, of the memorials sent 
by two of the detenus, Si r juts .liban Tad Chatter ji and Bhupendra 
!ffath Duff. Did they not categorically threw out a challenge some- 
what in this language? The revolutionary movement after the non- 
co-operation movement is a bogus thing, *t age- managed by the 
Criminal Investigation Department and the crimes attributed to it 
were inspired, engineered and committed by a group got up by the 
*4//rrtf Prfprnrntrirr. Whv wa* nc<t the challenge accepted by the 0»iv- 
ernment ? For obvious reasons! Tlie House can surelv read between 
the lines and draw it* <ywn inference. I need not comment on it. 
The problem of the said A went Prorurat* ur which wn» an anathema 
I 
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io Anglo-India was solved by Sir Reginald Clarke, e.r-Conimissioner 
of Police, Calcutta, and we have now a vague admission by the Hon’ble 
Home Member al>out the existence of this wretched creature. 

Sir, whenever any question arose ‘about the reduction, abolition oi 
discontinuance of this department, one would find evidence concocted 
or a “ find ” effected by this abnormally superfluous body of men to 
justify their existence. Doe* not the House remember that when the 
leading men of Hcngal were arrested during the Partition days, the 
Governments of two Bengal*, aye the Government of India as well, 
pjocluimed with thundering trumpet* at the instance of this depart- 
ment that they were guilty of anarchical crimes “ criminally con- 
nected with criminal plots”?' Nearly lo years after Sir Hugh 
'Stephenson rose from the Treasury bench to announce in this House 
that two of them at any rate were not guilty of such crimes. Strange 
revelations indeed! 1 predict and 1 hope the House will bear with 
me when I say that another Sir Hugh will sooner or later rise from 
the Treasury bench to make an announcement in this House that our 
beloved patriots, the flowers of our nation, munch, Srijut Suldias 
rhandra Hose, Satyendra Chandra Mitra and the ie*t were all inno- 
cent as babe* so far as anarchical crimes wen* concerned. Sir, Lord 
Lytton in his anxiety to support tin* Black Ordinance dubbed them as 
revolutionaries and outlaws. Has not Hi* T*oid*hip come down from 
that altar and made a frank confession the other day that some of the 
patriots are at any rate detained not for pat tier {rat ion in any actual 
crimes hut for the purpose oi prexenting them Hour committing any? 
May I remind Hi* Lordship that Lord Minto was snubbed by bis 
chief Lord Morlev for the same arguments which the latter, I mean 
Lord Motley, described as “ Bussian argument ” Has it worked 
brilliantly in Russia ? It is indeed an irony of fate that the argument 
is still tolerated in this land of ours. Remember. Sit, liiston, though 
not often, repeats itself. Sir, the other da\ when Tjord Irwin visited 
Calcutta and there was a rumour about the release of political prisoners, 
what happened? This department lost no energy in bagging a &g 
game and what was it? — an empty bomb shell and a loaded revolver in 
a hut where the anarchists were sleeping with doors ajar for an easy 
catch a oollu*i\e judgment thereafter 

♦ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I H e to a point of order, $ 

Is the hon’ble mendier in order in de*< rihing the judgment as a col- 
lusive one? 

Mr. PRE81DENT. 1 could not heai the Hon’ble Mr. Moherly 
distinctly. L the case suh juthrrf 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The case is not i tub judice 

but l think the hon’ble memlw r’s remark is a reflection on the court. 

I 
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Mr. P. C. BASU: I mean the judgment is collusive between the 
parties. 

e 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr Basil. you may proceed within proper 
limits. 

Mr. P. C. BASU: Has the House forgotten that the other day* 
alter the resolution about the release of pditical prisoners was passed 
unanimously h\ the elected lepiesentatives of the people, this depart* 
merit replied to the debate bv the anest of four or five persons under 
the * over of lawless laws. 1 wanted to ash the hon'ble member repre- 
senting Nadia if the*e pet sons were his friends and workers during 
his election campaign, but l find that he is conveniently absent to* 
d.iv It is rather a curious coincidence that whenever there has Ireen 
a sitting of this House or of the Assembly 01 in (treat Britain of the 
House « i { I/ods ot the House of Commons and a demand has been 
tabled t"t responsible gov **r ament ot ielease of the detenus, or repeal 
of repressive laws their has been one or another outrage or discovery 
of dangerous c\ plosj\ rs oi imurcinating literature. Indeed it is coin* 
cidem e and reason* are obvious, 

I am now going to ask tin* House some simple questions tluough 
uni, Sir Are \ou going to be a nartv to these nefarious schemes of 
this department!* Will \nu allow the patriots to remain in imlefinite 
detention!” Are vou going to perpetuate the preservation of thin 
s\ stern and plan* in limn hands a handsome sum of a lakh of rupee*? 
In tins <onn*Mimn. I shall refer \ou again to the statement of Srijut 
BHupendra Nath Dutt whirl) js as follows: 

“The sef ret servo e created ut/tnt jtrorm'atfu r . murders and acts 
of lawlessne-s were committed at then instigation ; needle*** and 
$ lamentable loss of life and proper t\ was caused; these were used to 
put impediments in the wav of public movement* and public activities; 
on the strength *d those inspired outrage**, we were deprived of our 
personal liber tv ; we challenge the existence of any proof again*! tin; 
we denrlv pointed out where real murder gang was; we demanded an 
impartial inquiry; the inquirv wa* not held; Mill on the strength of 
materials created hv the sec ret service, an Ordinance was paused serious 
ly rcc‘n e ing the liberties of innocent public workers.** 

Then, Sir, in the light of these observations. T hope the House will 
*u rely come to the onlv conclusion that ran He arrived at, that the 
demand for secret service money for filling the pockets of the agrntt 
prorwvifcur, spies and informer*. the dregs of society at the cost of 
the public to serve the public in the outrageous manner they do, should 
not be countenanced by this Hou*e and the* same should l*e refused. 
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Mr. 8. C. BOSE: Mr. President, in rising to support this motion, I 
desire at the outset to draw the attention of the House to what Sir 
Reginald Clark, the predecessor in office of Sir Charles Tegart, said 
regarding the secret service. In the year 102o, he said that it was 
one of the most dangerous weapons that any Government could use. 
He said further: "I have hud much experience of these agencies in 
the East and often wonder whether they do not raise more devils than 
they lay”. That is a tribute which the late Commissioner of Police 
gave to the secret service, of which he had much experience. 

Now, Sir, let us see how this money has been utilised in this country. 

In this connection, may I, with your leave, lead a few passage* from 
the memorial of the two detenus, namely, .Jibanlal Chattel ji and 
Bhupendranath Putt, which has already been referred to by my friend, 
the member for Burdwan. It appears in a book, entitled “ Lawless 
Laws ” I have no doubt that the publishers of thU book are indebted 
for its title to Mr. Byomkes Chukruvurti — the simple Mr. Byomkes, 
the people's Mr. Byomkes. At page o7 of thi> book, appears a parage 
which i^ extremely iclevant to the mutter before you. 

“ After our ielea>e when we first joined the Indian National Con- 
gress and the N.-C.-O. movement we found mixing freely with the 
young men of the country, amongst others, a ceitain peison whose 
name we are ready to disclose in c ase of a proper and impartial enquiry 
into this most serious affair.” 

It is needless fo sa\. Sir, that the challenge* was not accepted. 
They further proceed — 

4 ' We have knowledge* that while previously locked up in jail as 
State prisoner this man along with scum* others of hi* ilk was in touch 
with and helping the Sec ret Servic e even from Jail. While the Non- 
violent N.-C.-O. movement was at its full swing, he was trying to incite 
young men to form a party of violence. He* tried to persuade even 
some of us to take up the leadership of sue h a party as against the 
party of Non-violent N.-C.-O. whic h according to his preachings was 
doing immense harm to the country. Failing to instigate persons who 
knew something of men and things, he began to characterise those 
persons as having turned moderate and we know that with un amount 
of oratory and supported and financed by dark powers from behind he 
succeeded in getting together a hatch of young men. We have very 
strong reasons to believe that whatever political violence has been/ 
committed in Bengal after the Non-co-operation movement is the ac tivity 
of this group consisting of the innoc ent dupes of this agent provocateur 
and was incited and engineered by him." 

MO r.M. 

And, Sir, the reward wa* that these gentlemen who were trying to 
prevent young men from falling victims to the viles of this agent 
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promeateur, who was financed by these darl* powers wa» that they found 
themselves in jail soon after. 


Their restraining influence was removed, by those durk powetw, who, 
we all know, are lepre-ented *in this House by the members on the 
Treasury tenches. They sa>. "we were thrown into prison and a free 
hand given to the powei- of evil, and these inspired outrages continued 
unabated resulting in lamentable lo— of life and property and causing 
infinite hut in to the national cause. This atjeut pronnotcttr has teen 
>\ -temut iralh seteeued from public e\e, and uuobscrvcd this creature 
of the secret -on he ha- teen made to do whatever his masters have 
been wanting of him. Hi- name once leaked out in an indent ificafiot) 
patade in connrrtion with the Alipoie Conspiracy Case and it came out 
in the cou it that hi- name hud been penned through and that of art 
an u-ed put in-tead. Foi ob\ iou- reason-, this point wa- not pressed 
by tile counsel foj the defence” 


Mr. J. CAMPBELL-F0RRE8TER : On a point of order, Sir. la 
the h<'n ble membei in order in reading such lengthy extracts from a 
book!*' 4 


* Mf. PRE8IDENT : He should be allowed to proceed. 

Or. BIOHAN CHANDRA ROY: Do you feel upset Mr. Campbell* 
.Forrester ? 

Mr. 8. C. B08E: Then, Si i , there are more direct references in this 
book to i lie wu\ in which secret *sci vice money was teing spent by the 
agent- of the State You will find a leference in page To of the same 
book which is a- follow-: — 

" You may put some question* regai ding the nature of the activities 
of ei-Statr prisoner Shi-ir Kumar (those since UfJl. If anything w*as 
paid to him for tour all over Bengal in IftiM? (Mind you out of the 
secret service money i. What was t he object of that tour? Is it a 
fact that he was called by Mr. Tegart a few days tefore Sankaritola 
outrage?” 

"I- it a fact that the Deputy Inspector-General, Criminal Investi- 
gation Department, in-tructed the prosecution to withdraw the case of 
Komi murder again-t Huron and Sailen? Will the Government produce 
* the enfTe-pundem e?” 

** A l-o please u-k -ome question.- ateut ex-internees Ham Bhattuchar- 
jee and Suhrid Iloy who were supplied the money for their journey 
to F.u ropey How do they maintain themselves in Europe? What is 
the nature of theii activities there and of Kshitish Biswas in America ? 
I- it n fact that all the four men acted as informers during intern- 
ment ?*’ 
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Aow, ftir, I hav# .given the House some idea as to the planner .in 
whir'll secret service money is spent — I submit that I am entitled to v1 
comment upon it, because though this challenge was thrown out in, 
July, lf>24, it has not yet been accepted though these political detenus 
asked' 1 for the constitution of a fair and impartial tribunal, that tribunal 
has not yet been constituted. And why not? The reason is not far 
to seek. Because the agents ot the State — these dark powers had Hpt ft 
the courage to face t lie enquiry, because they knew that once thisH 
enquiry was held in the presence ot these two gentlemen, all their talk 
about ciiminal conspiracies, about smuggling of aims and revolvers 
would vanish into thin air, and it would he discovered tliut out of the 
secret service money the agents of the State had been coining — < on- 
Cocting — evidence with a view to putting innocent men into jail. 

Now, Sir, tile activities of the secret service ate not new to this country 
or any other country. The British secret service played the same trick 
in other places; and it is now a matter of history — because the* Irish 
Free State is now a friend and a part of the British Empire — tl is noirf 
a matter of history — disclosed by the biographer of Michael Collins 
that Burns who used tef pass off as “Jameson” in British Labour 
circles and posed as a Bolshevist was really a Biitish soviet service 
agent living on British secret son ice money, fattening on it and trying 
to concoct false' evidenc e against M ichael. Collins and his assoc luttsC 
Nor, Sir, are the' aeti\itie> ot the secret Venice confined to one depart- 
ment only. It is car lying on its nefarious practice's into almost every 
department of the State. Ariel to-day before this House I e boose to 
make this charge' and I make* this eharge without fear of any contra- 
diction — that the agents of the secret service have entered into almos^ 
every department of the* State*. Iheie* is hardly a post office in 
Calcutta — I will go further and say that there is hardly a post office 
in Bengal — where the* agents of the see ret service are not allowed 
admission, and there' under the leave — under the licence* — of 
of the State private letters are opened — private telegrams are opened. 
And if the Hon’lde Mr. Moberlv consents to hold an impartial enquiry, 
evidence will lie forthcoming — evidence of eye-witnesses who will bear 
testimony to this — that in the Bow-bazar post office — T just name one 
of them amongst many others — the agents of the secret service have 
been ami are opening Ictteis of private citizens and destroying the 
sanctity of private communications. And why ? Forsooth, on the i 
chance of getting some evidence possibly regarding the preparation o|| 
tapufofh and msoifoilasl Innocent words are given sinister meaning* 
hv these agents of the secret service — a meaning peculiarly theii* 
own. And I say. Sir, that if the Government have the courage to faille 
an impartial enquiry, w*e, at least, on this side of the House. are 
prepared to take part in that and to give evidence to show that the 
secret service agents are uot only dogging the steps of honest citizens. 
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,H0 1 ouij^ following you when you art coming out of Jour hdu**^ not 
’ocjy following you when \ou are going to the Council Chamber or to 
the Corporation Chamber, but that their activities are on the increase 
^ day after day. We shall "how that private letters, private telegrams, 
private document", aie opened, that sonic ot them are taken from the 
^Of t pifices to the Criminal Investigation Department headquuitcis and 
there. Evidence ot all the-M* will l>e forthcoming — ami l 
pjBSllbiigc the Government to eontiadirt me. Now, Si i , it i> localise 
"of these se« ret "eivire agents that we heai ot “ lied leaflets and so on. 
la it nrtt strange, Sn . that peojde in Knglumi heatd about red leaflets 
l&Djfg liefoie you evei Iieatd ot them— long Indole new " about led leaflets 
w&re cirrulated in Calcutta 01 othci part" ot Indian There, again, 1 
say it is not a new tuck: it i" a (ink which has been phtved b\ the 
Bn1i"h seciet "ctvice agent" in lieland too. Koi do we not all know 
that “white leaflets” beating the words "An eye tot an eve”, “A 
tooth for a tooth”. And fhrietoic a life foi a life” were distributed 
ill Jwlaml on noto-papei" belonging to the Dail Km > ann. > The dis* 
eoviirjr wa" subsequently made b\ Mu hucl Collin — and it i" also now 
matter nl IiMoiv -that the"** wore tvpcd by a gingeidtaited t\pi"t of 
the Intelligent e Department Ds.blm ileimt ot the Knglish ann\ in 
Ireland 

Xow. Su l think. 1 h. \e given the IloU"e "Utln lent ifidieaHotl of 
thf} activities nf the sei ret "etvne. and it i" t < »i the House to consider 
bethel it i" going to *uppt it a bod v ot men who ate nivstciioiis in 
• their uppio.u lie", ni'idioU" in then un\", no doubt peisimsive in their 
mannei and eloquent in then vuite. but who. all the tune, ale "polling 
the youth of the lountrv by lOtiupMng tbeii moiuls, ami concocting 
evidence for the [impose of putting iiinotcnt men to jail If i" foi this 
House to proclaim in no umeftam voiie-- and f certainly expect the 
nationalist members to do so -whet hot tlie\ are going to siippoit any 
lnngci a bodv of men who have h!a< kened the tare of this lam! and 
who are a disgraee to anv civilised so<iet\. And I should have thought 
that any Government which pietemU to l*e civilised and at the same time 
employs men on Mich nefarious mission would hang down its head in 
shame ! 


JRai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bihidur: Sir. all services are more 
psr,ltP»s secret, and it is only by an accident that this branch of the Police 
fteftfjre is railed a secret service < cries of “ Louder, please **t. I do not 
kno# whether the whole police service is not secret. Do the police 
reveal to us all that they are going to do in the course of their investi* 
gatiolf? T do not think so. They earn' on their invest igaf ions 
secretly. The secret service is intended to detect the secret designs 
against the people and the established Government of the 
country of the day. I do not know whether any gentleman here — 
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European or Indian — is free from the attentions of th^ secret q^hrice, 
not even excluding the members of the Treasury bencjt^s. Jt cann6\ 
he said that the secret service is intended only for Indians. 

Sir, I would ask mv triends on the other side to point out any coUffetry 
in the world — I should say any civilised and independent country — w&jclr 
has not its secret service. Has not Japan, an oriental independent 
country, a secret service!' Hus not the United State of America, i| 

an occidental country and one ot the most civilised in the world, a 
service!" Has not England — the liberty-loving England — got a secret; 
service!" And who is the man who has not been subjected to the atten-* 
lions of the secret seivice so far!" If I am not mistaken, even Lord 
Haldane was not tree Horn the attentions ot the secret service during 
the Great War. Hut no one need be afraid of the secret service or of 
the secret police if he himself is honest and if he has not any secret 
designs against anybody. Further, the secret service system is sanotL 
tied by custom. If we go back to the peiiod of the eaily Vct/as, 
find that all the kings had secret services of their own. Even Ram 
Chandra had Ins secret service ot which Sit a was a victim. (Ironical 
cries of “Hear, hear”). I find in the Mahabharata that Yudhislitbir 
and Kuril Kings bail their secret service. Where is the country whic^ 
has not got its secret service. All that is necessary is that the memb*Wf 
of the secret service should be strictly honest, and, 1 say, that the duty 
of the Government is that they should be chosen with strict care so that 
they may not report wrongly or dishonestly against unylmdy for servile 
any ulterior purpose of their own. Sir, all governments are imperfect-# 
T wish there were no governments at all in the world — but imperfect 
as the Government is all its institutions must be imperfect also. And, 
so, if it requires a strong at my in order to fight its open enemies, it 
must have a secret force — a secret service — to fight against the attacks 
of designing men. 

i\m. 

The Hon’bl® Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, I do not propose to take up 
much of the time of the Council and shall try to l>e as brief ns possible. 
I think that if members would studs the Kowlutt Report they would 
come to the conclusion that theie must l>e something in this allegation 
of ours about the existence of a terrorist conspiracy. Moreover, I wqpld 
ask them to consider quietly why on earth Government should conPOct 
anything of the sort, or be a party to it. What has Governmegtf to 
gain by doing this? (A voice : Whitt did they gain in Ireland?) Key 
have everything to loose and nothing to gain. If mv friend, Mr. Bft&e, 
had continued to lead Sir Reginald Clarke's letter to the Time*, I think, 
he would have found that even Sir Reginald Clarke udmitted that 
special measures were necessary to deal with anarchical crime, I denied 
the other day. and I deny again, that we have ever used agent* prarth 
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-^%;:'^ u ^r a* ® youth is opposed to Government uud takes part 
SU tbe%imepJfacy, he is one of the dowers of the nation, but when lie 
thinks better of it, sees the Futility and wickedness of his art ion and 
hitfjps > the authorities, he taconfcs one of the dregs of society. It is* 
dasy for people to make all soits of allegations against the secret 
Iferrice and against the agents who give information to the jiolice. They 
Jtiwr perfectly well and they have ln*on told time after time that we 
^HMUtot produce these agents, because their lives would be in danger. 


r 1 am glad that the question of the working of the Criminal Ijiw 
Amendment Act has l>een raised in this debate, Iwmuum* 1 wish to take 
the Counc il into my confidence as regards a case which has caused 
intense interest in Hciigal, n:., the case of Mr. Subhas Chandra Rose. 
I think that members will agree that the incarceration of Mr. Rose 
has exjmsed this Uovernment t*» veiv severe criticism ami in my opinion 
if follows perfectly logically that it Government have not released hint 
<1# at an,\ iate relaxed the degree of restraint to which he is subjected, 
it is because they honestly believe that it would not la* safe to do so. 
(Daughter.) The present situation is that both Government and Mr. 
llone realise that they c an detain him until the expiration of the Criminal 
Xaw Amendment Act. rnfortunately. Government have received uu* 
favourable accounts ol Mr. Rose’s health. He was examined jointly 
last mouth by his brother Dr. Sunil Chandra Rose and Lt.-Cnl. Kvisnli, 
a senior medic al officer in Rurifia. 1 do not propose to read the entire 
report of the examination as 1 am afraid that time will not permit, but 
J will read the* general conclusion at which these two medical officers 
arrived. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Js the HonTde Memlier in order 
in referring to these thing*? We are now discussing the sec ret service 
grant. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think he should be allowed to proceed. 

Tilt Hltt’bll Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: “ Although one of us has only 
seen him rec ently for the first time, we agree that his general appearance 
is not indicative of good health. Taking into consideration hi* low* of 
weight, his slight but persistent rise of temperature, we are inclined 
J o the view tlqit there is a possibility of early tubercle, although there 
|« hot evidence on which to base a diagnosis. We agree that if he were 
If private patient of either of us our advice to him would lie to regard 
himself as a suspicious case of early tuberrle, and to put himself under 
the best conditions os regards climate, food, rest, etc., to combat tbit 
disease. We do not regard the conditions under which be must neces- 
sarily he during confinement in jail as conducive to the restoration of 
his health.” * 

» 
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Subsequently Dr. Sunil Chandra Bose wrote a further report in 
which he said : — 

“In regard to the diagnosis and treatment of Mr. Subhas Chandra 
Bose's illness, I am prepared to go one step further. After carefully 
weighing the evidence before me, I should regard his case as definitely 
one of tuberculosis of the lungs. My advice regarding treatment 
resolves itself into — 

( 1 ) immediate taking of a sea voyage; and 

( 2 ) prolonged stay in a sanatorium in Switzerland of which I have 

recently had intimate personal knowledge and experience.” 

Lt.-Col, Kelsall saw t lie note and merely stated: — 

“I have nothing to add to our joint note which, 1 think, expresses 
the exact condition of affairs.” 

It will be seen that at the moment Mr. Kuhhus Chandra Bose is not 
seriously ill and is certainly not incapacitated, but lie has been advised 
to take a sea voyage and, if possible, to go to Switzerland. Now, the 
Criminal Caw Amendment Act does not run outside Bengal except as 
regards detention in jails in other parts of India. All that we can do 
under the Act consistent with safety is to arrange for his transfer to a 
jail in a better climate, and that is not what is recommended. Govern- 
ment are not prepared to bring him back to Bengal and in any event 
we are advised that Bengal would be as bad as or worse than Burma 
for his health. 

Effect could only be given to the suggestion that Mr. Bn-e should go 
to Switzerland if he were released, and if he were once leleased there 
would, in the ordinary course, be nothing to prevent Ins returning to 
Bengal at any time, a contingency which Government are not prepared 
to face. We are anxious, however, that Mr. Bose should have such 

opportunities as we can afford him recruiting his health. We are, 

therefore, prepared to release him if he will give us his word of honour 
that he will proceed from Rangoon to Euroj>e by a ship which does 

not touch at any port in India and that he will thereafter not attempt 

to enter India, Burma, or Ceylon until the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act has expired. It will he observed that we shall not demand 
any admissions as regards his past or any promises as regards his future 
Conduct : we are merely asking that we inay he kept in the same position 
as regards the control over his movements in India as we are at present. 
This proposal has not been made to Mr. Bose as I do not wish him to 
think that we want to force it upon him. but I put it forward publicly 
in order that if be thinks fit to avail himself of it, he will lmow in 
advance that we are prepared to accept it. • 
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Th« motion that the demand of Rs. 1,00, OHO under the head “ 26G, — 
Criminal Investigation Department — Secret Service money ” be refused 
was then put aud a division taken with the following result : — 


Afxal, Maulvi Byad Mi. 

A Hamad, Maulvi AlimiMifl. 

Bagahi, tabu Rama* Chandra. 

Banarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Babu Promo tha Hate. 

Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Bannarjaa, Babu Jitandralat. 

•aau, tabu Aaai Bab bar. 

Basu, Mr. e. C. 

Biswas, Babu Burantfra Nath. 

Bata, Babu Bajay Krishna. 

Bata, Mr. I. C. 

Ghahraburtty, Babu 4atindra Nath. 
Chattsrjaa, Bnjut Bijay Kumar. 
Chaudhun, Rai Harandranath. 

Chaudhury, Maulvi Khorthad Alam. 

Oatta, Babu Amutya Chandra. 

Outt, Babu Saral Kumar. 

Ohoaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

fihath Maulib, Babu Batyandra Chandra. 

Qupta, Mr. Jacsah Chandra. 

Himatsmgba, Babu Prabhu Dayal. 

Hoqus, Kan Emdadul. 

H stain, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 


AYES. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul. 
Husain, Maulvi Byad Maqbul. 

Katun, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan Bahib Maulvi Muaxxam AIK 
Khan, Maulvi Tamixuddin. 

Maiti, tabu Mahandra Nath. 

Maitra, Brijut 4a#andra Nath. 

Mubarjsa, Bnjut Tarabnath. 

Nanmuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur-. 

Rahman, Maulvi Bhamsur*. 

Rauf. Maulvi Byvd Abdur. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Banbar. 

Ray, tabu Manmafha Nalh. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. O. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Banbar. 

Banyat, Babu Saahindra Narayan. 
larks/, Babu Nahniranjan. 

•attar, Khan Bahib Maulvi Abdus. 

Ban, Babu Nagsndra Nath. 

Ban, Mr. Batish Chandra. 

Ian Oupta, Mr. 4. M, 


NOES. 


Adtfamt-Wtlfiama, Mr. C. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kasiruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddm. 
Alt, Mr. Aliaf. 

Chabravarti, tha Han’bla Mr. Byamhas. 
Chaudhun, tht Han'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Baiyid Nawab All, Khan Bahadur, af 
Dltanban. 

Cahsn, Mr. O. 4. 

Caapar, Mr. C. 0. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Oay, Mr. Q. O. 

Donald, tha Han'bla Mr. 4. 

Oruntmand, Mr. 4. 0. 

Dull, Mr. tt. B. 

Paroqui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Parra alar, Mr. 4. Campball. 

Bhuxnavi, tha Han'bla Hadji Mr. A. K. 

Abu Ahmad Khan, 
fiilahnat, Mr. R. N. 

Magna, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axixul. 
Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. 

4am**, Mr. P. c. 

4anna way, Mr. 4. H. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Laiaaatar, Lisu tenant 'Colons! 4. C. H, 
Liddafl, Mr. H. C. 

Uadaay, Mr. 4. H. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 


Marr, Mr. A. 

Maxumdar, Rai Bahadur 4adunath. 
MeCiuskia, Mr. C. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Millar, Sir Provaah Chundar. 

Mobarty, lha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Morgan, Mr. Q, 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Bria Chandra. 
Oatsn, Mr. C. P. 

Ordith, Mr. 4. f. 

Phatps, Mr, Travar 4. 

Philip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Prentiss, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur*. 

Ray, Babu Nsgandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Han’bla Maharaja Bahadur 

Ktftaunith Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr, K. C. 

Ray, Mr. B. N. 

Baahsa, Mr. P. A. 

lad aqua, Maulvi Mahamad. 

Barbadhibari, Dr. Bir Dava Prasad, 
tarhar, Rai Bahib Rabat* Mahan. 

Binha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan 
af Nashipur. 

Bhinnar, Mr. 8. A. 

Bafaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Tho m pso n , Mr. W. N. 

Travars, Mr. W. L. 

Wsad h aa d , Mr. 4. A. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 48 and the Noes 57 the motion was lo§t. 
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Tht* following motion* weie called hut not moved: — 

Khan Sahib Mauivi ABOUS SATTAR: “That the demand of 
IU 1,00,000 under the head *200. — (Timinal Investigation Depart- 
ment"— Secret Service nion**\ “ he reduced by R*. 50,000 (page 129, 
Civil Estimate).” 

Mr. P. C. BA8U: “That the demand of Ks. 5,000 under the head 
*260. Criminal Investigation Department Rewards to private per- 
sons ’ he refused (page 129, Civil Estimate).” 

Mr. P. C. BASUs “That the demand of Us. 40,000 under the head 
‘ 200. Criminal Investigation Department- -other non-contract 
charges’ he refused (page 129, Civil Estimate).” 

Rat HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI and Babu R0ME8 
CHANDRA BACCHI : “ Thai the demand of R.s. 10, 00, W0 under 
the head 4 200. Criminal Investigation Department ’ he refused 
(page 129, Civil Estimate).” 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: 44 That the demand of 
Rs. 10,00,500 under the head 4 200. Police Criminal Investigation 
Department * he reduced by Us. 5,00,000 (page 129, Civil Estimate).” 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH CH08E and Babu AKHIL CHANDRA 
DATTA: “ That the demand of Us. 10,00,500 under the head 4 2GO . — 
Criminal Investigation Department ’ he reduced by Us. 100 (page 
129, Civil Estimate).” 

Srijut 40GENDRA NATH M0ITRA: I beg to move that the 
demand of Us. 10,00,500 under the head 44 260. — Criminal Investi- 
gation Department ” he reduced by Re. J (page 129, Civil Estimate). 

Tins motion is therefore for a token cut of rupee one to signify our 
want of confidence in the department. 

Sir, the work of this department ha* been anything hut satisfactory. 
We all know that crime* of a heinous nature are rather on the increase 
in Bengal, The instances are rare when' any preventive measure had 
been taken with any amount of success by the department. The only 
line of activity through which it seeks to justify it* existence is by earn- 
ing on a crusade against the politically minded youths of Bengal. Of 
course, we denounce all crimes of a violent nature, political or otherwise, 
but at the same time we hold that all activities conducted on legitimate 
and non-violent lines bv the people to liberate the country from alien 
domination are uot crimes and all attempts directed to crush this natural 
and honest sentiment, though rouducted in the name of law and order. 
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are highly criminal. Ii any leul.uble evidence i* found to bring the 
offender* to Wok — do by ail means bring them to trial. We cannot 
suppoit any act of detention b\ (iovetuuteut uteiely on suspicion. It 
i> highly unfair ami unjustifiable. We know thut merely on suspicion 
men like Subash ('handia Hose and Satyemlia Chandra Mitra have 
Wen inea ree rated tor an indefinite penod ! Popular opinion has Wen 
expressed on thi> muttei "denouncing the action of the Government) in 
an unmistakable and emphatic mannei without evoking any response 
fiom the Government. This utter distegard of puldie opinion on the 
part of (fovernment is due to infoimatioii supplied by the Ctiminul 
Investigation Department, but from what sources do tins all-knowing 
department gathej information. We know. Sir. thut many of these 
voting men have been ane-ted on the basis oj intoi mat ion supplied* by 
people whose integrity i^ eeitainiy not umjuc-tionable. We know some 
instances where the ttefaiioiis mtivities ot the fttnrot n/< urs have 

come To light, h is a standing disgrace that out guaidiaiis of law and 
c ider 'should be muinlv guided hv inanutm fined evidences and infoima* 
tion supplied from such doubtful ({nutters. Just ire and fair play 
demand that ue should not put up with such Sfai (’humbei practices 
m Mengal Tin 1 e should be open and fail I > id 1 in all cases, 

We have leuson to believe that it is this dcpuitment that has per* 
sisteiitlv and obst»natel\ opposed the demand for the tcleusc or trial of 
the political detenus of Heng.il, ami on aeeount ot this opposition the 
Government ot Ibngal i- hesitating to give ef)c< t to the reasonable 
VV idles of the people. 

Heie the time-limit under the bead “ 20.~- Police " having been 
reached, the motion of Si i jut Jogemlia Nath Moitia was put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of IN, 1 ,72.25.000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 2t>. — Police ' was then put and agreed to. 

The time-limit under the head “ ‘JO. — Police ” having been reached, 
the following motion* were not put: — 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 70,000 under the head * 20l. Works ’ he refused (page 129, 
Civil Estimate).” 

Srijtit TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 1,72,25,000 under the bead * 2t>. Police lx* minced by 
Rs. 72,25,000 (page 109, Civil Estimate).” 

Of. FRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: “ That the demand of 
R.«. 1,72,25,000 under the head ‘ 20. — Police (Reserved)* Ire redured 
by R». 8,00,000 (page 109, Civil Estimate). " 

Mr. P. C. BABU: That the demand of Re. 1,72,25,000 under tba 
head 4 20.- Police (Reserved)* be reduced by Kft. 2,30,000 (page 109, 
Civil Estimate).” 
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Babu BEJOY KRISHNA B08E: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 1,72,25,000 under the head ‘ 26. — Police ’ be reduced bv 
Rs, 2,25,000 (page 109, Civil Estimate).” 

Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: “ That the demand of 
Rh. 1,72,25,000 in respect of ‘ Police * be reduced by Re. ] (page 109, 
Civil Estimate).” 


27.— Ports and Pilotage. 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. J. Donald): On the recommendation of His Excellency the 
Governor I beg to move that a sum of Its. 7,67,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “ 27.— Ports and Pilotage f \ 

The statement in the blue book, the finance statement of the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal, explains very fully the provisions under this head. 
There have been some slight changes in classification but the statement 
given fully explains the expenditure proposed for the coming year. 

I he following motions were called but not moved: — 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : That the demand of 

Rs. 7,07,000 under the head ‘ 27. — Ports and Pilotage ’ be reduced by 
Rs, 2,00,000 (page 100, Civil Estimated” 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: That the demand of 

Rs. 7,07.000 under the head ‘ 27.— Ports and Pilotage’ be reduced bv 
Rs. 1,67,000 (page 100, Civil Estimate).” 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With the pel mission of 
Mr. President I move the following motion standing in the name of 
Bahu Naliniranjan Barker: " That the demand of Rs. 7,67.000 under 
the head ” 27. Ports and Pilotage ” be reduced h\ IN. 100 (page 100, 
Civil Estimate). ” 

My object in moving this motion is to < utilise the action of Gov- 
ernment with regard to the Marine Department. Firstly, I would say 
that pilots lire available at e\ei\ main station on the steamer lines and 
so 1 think it is not necessary for Government to pay any money to the 
steamer companies for the supply of pilots. But the Hon’hle Member 
in charge of this Department may say that there being an establish- 
ment kept tip by the steamship companies it is less costly for the 
Government of Bengal to get pilots from them. But I can meet this 
argument saying that at the time of giving license to the steumship 
companies for plyiug steamers it should 1* made a condition precedent 
that they should keep up a proper establishment for pilots. However 
that is not so much my point os to criticise the inaction of Govern- 
ment with regard to the treatment these steamship companies mete 
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out to the travelling public and the staff. Sir, the steamship com- 
panies do not care for the comforts and convenience of the travelling 
public. Firstly, the companies do not keep to proper timing in 
respect of arrival and departure # of steamers generally at all but parti- 
cularly at intermediate stations. They may say that it is not ordi- 
narily possible f<|r them to keep to the time, but I submit. Sir, that 
it may be made possible for them to do so if the cargo steamers and 
paasenger steamers are made separate. Passenger steamers are used 
as cargo-carrying vessels and this i* the reason why they cannot keep 
to the time. ( 

Secondly, theie arc waiting rooms no doubt at some of the steamer 
stations but they are too incommodious and uncomfortahle for the 
passengers. We *ee waiting rooms at railway stations but compared 
with them the waiting looms at the steamer station may U* said to 
lie mere apologies of waiting rooms and they look more like cow- 
sheds than room* for human lieing*. No bathroom nor any urinal nor 
any privy is piovided foi. Besides these the treatment meted out to 
intermediate and third class passengeis is quite unsatisfactory and 
deplorable. Tic kets arc issued without any regard to the capacity of 
the steamers and as a result thereof there is always a great rush of 
passengers almost on all the lines. As a result thereof the passengers 
are put to enormous trouble. Then, Sir, no distinction is observed 
amongst, the different kinds of animals that are booked. The cattle 
and men are treated as flung* of the same category . I can give one 
example of such treatment Last vein I was on board a steamer which 
was bringing cattle tiom a mvhi and a large nu tidier of 
passengers. Some ladies, of course third class passengers, were on 
board and thev bad to come clou n to Use the privies on the* lower deck. 
When thev u ere < ommg out of privies they wcie attacked by the cattle 
which were tied to the pi ivies dust faiic\, how tenible it was for 
those ladies hut this i* the wav i It which passenger* of thifd and 
intermediate classes ate heated every day. I draw the attention of 
the llon ble Member-in-c harge to the fact that the steamship companies 
make no distinc tmn between men and c attle. 

4-15 r.M. 

Then, again, Sir, no decency is observed in regard to the privy 
arrangement. The Hon’ble Mr. Donald the other day in reply to a 
question made on thi- point by Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy said that decency 
is observed, but from personal experience — us J travel in all the classes, 
in the first class with Government money and in the second, inter and 
third classes with my own— I say the privies in the steamers are just 
like the privies in the jails. There is no separate door for each privy 
but in one room there are five or six privies with one door at the out- 
aide. I .leave it to the sense of decency of this House and of the 
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JlorCble Member- in-charge to judge bow decent this arrangement is, 
but the people have to abide by it while on board tbe steamers. 

Then, about tbe food articles that are available on board for 
purchase by the passengers 1 can say tfyit they are mostly rotten. Most 
of the members of this House have not had the advantage or occasion 
of eating the food articles which are sold for intermediate and third 
class passengers but 1 do purchase these food articles and can say from 
personal experience that they are mostly rotten and proper care is not 
taken about them. 

Now about life belts* and life boats, I say they are very few and 
quite inadequate for the number of passengers that get on board. 

Then about station bouses and godowns also I have some grievances. 
The station houses me mostly wretched and unclean. The steamer stations 
of Khulna and Madaripur, although they are very important stations in 
this line, are only apologies of steamer stations. They have no 
plinth nor ceiling. Most of the godowns have no plinth and are damp. 
Goods and other articles of the public are kept on the dump fiooi and get 
spoiled. These godowns in most of the stations are also unprotected 
and I learn that tin* staff are often punished tor thefts of articles from 
the godowns. These poor people are made responsible and not the 
superior officers who are guilty of negligence for not keeping strong- 
built godowns. 

Lastly, Sir, I should fail in my duty if I do not bring to the notice 
of the Hou'lde Mcmhcr-iu-charge treatment that the staff gets in the 
hand of the companies. These people are ill-paid. The salary, I 
am informed, begins from Us. ‘JO and the increment is very low and 

poor and I learn not more than Rs. 10 increment can he availed of by 

any servant of the ordinary grade. These people. Sir, are not supplied 
with quarters except the station masters. Kven. the station musters* 
quarters are wretched and poor. The leave that can In* availed of by 

these people is \ery short. They are given leave for 15 days through- 

out a year with pay and (hut leave, I am informed, is not even ordi- 
narily given to all persons. Distinctions aie always made with regard 
to leave. Increments and promotions aie not made with regard to 
seniority of service; they aie made at the Mveet will of the superior 
officers, 

Sir, these aie the people who are really the producers of the extra- 
ordinary income of the steamer companies but the matter of regret is 
that these very people are starved to fatten the superior officers of 
(he companies and their shareholders. 

These. are the facts to which 1 draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Member in < barge of this department and I request fiim to make a 
sifting enquiry into the matter by a committee composed of non- 
official and official members of this Council and if that committee is 
not possible to l>e appointed by this Government I appeal to the 
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Hon’ble Member to move the Government of India to make an enquiry 
into those grievances, the grievances of trillions of people of this 
province, it is needless to say that redress of those grievances will 
bring untold good to the silently suffering staff and the travelling 
public 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 am at i aid you are now merely repeating what 
you have already said. Yon had better resume your seat. 


BfttXJ NACENDRANATH SEN: May I speak something if l have 
your leaved 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Nugendra Halm. 


Baba NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Fmlcr the Indian Steamship At t 
the steamer companies have got *eveial privileges. They are given 
some rights ami some privileges >o it is amenable to public criticism. 
Hoii'ble members of this Houhc who had been on boaid an inland 
steamer ship of the I. (r S. N. oi I. S. N. max well understand thu 
rotten condition of things on boaid the ship. Inhuman tieatment 
which is accorded to third or mtci < lav* passengeis baffles all descrip- 
tion. In the fiist place there ate no tegular waiting rooms at any of 
the stations. In this (\mmil. Sir, I wanted to ask a question with 
regard to the want of suitable waiting accommodations at steamer ghats 
but that question wn> disallowed. Members of this House are well 
aware that the mismanagement of the steamship companies is so much 
felt by the general public that no le^s than f» resolutions were brought 
before this House but for want of time hoii'ble members were com- 
pelled to refrain from speaking. I do not understand why a com- 
mittee of enquiry should not be possible. 

If the steamer companies are entitled to some subsidies I think they 
should welcome such a committee of enquiry. 

'With regard to the question of passenger fates obtained from 
steamship companies they me raided and varied without any rhyme or 
reason. In some cases the mileage in third class passenger fates cornea 
to (i, 7, or 8 pies and there are arbitrary additions sometimes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 4. DONALD: Sir, these questions do not arise 
out of the budget. The money in the budget is for works performed 
for us by the steamer companies. As these companies are private 
companies I do not see how we can go prying info their method* of 
buwiness, any more than we could into the business of any other private 
firms. If we see that the steamship companies carry out the require- 
ments and maintain vessels according to the Act and Regulation*, 
that is primarily sufficient for our purposes. Hut I may say myself 
that I have travelled many times in these steamers. I have seen 
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everything from bow to stern and I cannot believe that things are 
in the condition described by the speakers. I am sorry I could not 
deal with this question on the resolutions which were to have been 
moved when I could have gone into the matter much more fully. But 
these things, I repeat, have nothing to do with the budget. 

The motion that the demand of Es. 7,G7,000 under the head “ 27. — 
Forts and Pilotage ” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 
The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Rsi JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: ‘ That the demand of 

Its. 7,67,000 in respect of ‘ Ports and Pilotage ’ be reduced by Re. 1 
•(page 130, Civil Estimate). M 

The motion that a sum of Its. 7,07,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “27.- Porte ami Pilotage (page 130, Civil Estimate)” 
was then put and agreed to. 

[At 4-30 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 
4-40 i\m.] 


30.— Scientific Departments. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. J. Donald) : On the recommendation i»t Hi" Excellency the 
•Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum ot It". 23,000 he granted for ex- 
penditure under the head ” 30. Scientific Departments.” 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: May I ask a question, Sir? 
Lust year a sum ot It". 4.2(H) was g! anted to the Naiendra Society. 
This year the grant has lieen reduced to It". 3,4*>0. I hi" Society is 
doing excellent work and the member" ot ( ouncil would like to know 
t he reason for the reduction of thi" grunt. 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: T he reason is that a special grant 
was made for three years for the employment i t a curator on Rs. 250 
per month. The sanction expires in Noveinlur next and the provisiou 
made for his salary for nine months instead of twehe. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANER4EA: May 1 have some informa- 
tion? Is it not correct that till" Society was given to understand that 
the grant would be renewed? I hold in my hand a letter 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not read out the letter. What you 
should do is to put a question and put it in proper form? 
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DP, PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: H it not a fact. Sir, that 
this Society was given to understand that after the lapse of three years 
the grant, i. r . . the salary tor the curator, would lie renewed? 

Tbe Hon’ble Mr. «!. DONALD: I cannot exactly stay whether the 
Society was given to understand that t hi?* grunt would lie renewed, 
but. the jmsition is that if the ScH*ietv make out a good case, the 
case for a renewal of t lie grant will lie considered. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. J. Donald was then put and agreed 
to. 


31.— Education (Reserved). 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION 
(EUROPEAN EDUCATION) (the Hon’bl* Mr. J. Donald): 

< )n the retonnuendution ol His Kxielleiiey the (toveruor, 1 beg to move 
that a sum ot IN. 12,26,000 1 h* gi anted for expenditure under the 
head ”31. — Education (Reserved)." 

The expenditure is much the same as in previous your*. 

The following motions were called but not moved: 

Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: ” That the demand of Rs. 3,38.000 
under the head ’Milt - Kducation ( Reserved t~ Diiect grants to non- 
Oovernnicnt Seeondaiv S< hooK - European find Anglo-Indian Educa- 
t ion * be refused 'page 137, ('nil Estimate).*’ 

Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: ‘That the demand of 
IN. 3,38.000 undej the head * 01 H — Kdueution ( Reserved) —Direct 
giants to in*n (to\ cr nnient Simndai\ School*- -Kuro|w»an ami Anglo- 
Indian Education ’ l»e icdurrd h\ IN. 2.3H.OOO (page 107. Civil 
Estimate) 

Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: 11 That the demand of 
IN. 0,51.000 under the head ‘ 31 11.— Education (Reserved) Secondary * 
he reduced hv IN. 5.01,000 (page 107, Civil Estimate)." 

Maulvi A8IMU0DIN AHAMAD: ” That the demand of Rs. 1,16,000 
under the head * 311). — Kducation (Reserved) — Special * lie reduced by 
Rs. 58,000 (page 141, Civil Estimate)/’ 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA and Babu AMARENDRA 
NATH GH08E: ” That the demand of IN. 12,26,000 under the head 
1 31. — Education (Reserved) ’ l>e reduced by Rs. 100 (page 137, Civil 
Estimate).” 
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Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 12,20,000 under the head 4 * 31.— Education 
(Reserved) ” he reduced by Re. I (page 137, 'Civil Estimate). 

[At this stage, the lion 'hie the President left the Chamber and 
the Deputy President took tin* Clmir.] 

Sir, I have been engaged in educational work for many years 
past, and it is not my intention to reduce the grant made for the pur- 
pose of European and Anglo-Indian education even by one rupee. 
In my opinion the European community, like the* other communities, 
should be educated, and it should be afforded the best facilities for 
education. Rut the education of the European community, as of every 
other community, should be on proper lines. 1 should like, however, 
the House to insist on proper tiainiug being given tec the children of the 
European community, in coder that they may know what their duties 
are to this country and to its people and that they may not ill-treat 
the people either by word or deed. In this connection, 1 desire also 
to point out that there is a great disparity in the amounts spent cm 
European education and on education of the Indian community. The 
European community is a handful, counted hy thousands, whereas tho 
Indian community of Bengal is over -43 millions. Now, if jou look 
n< the* amounts spent for these two communities respectively, you fiiul 
that there is a great deal of difference. I think it is high time that 
this disparity should he removed, not by curtailing the education 
facilities of the European community , hut b\ attending greater fac ili- 
ties for the education of the Indian comniunit\. 


Mr. E. T, M0CLU8KIE: 1 am glad to find that Dr. Banerjoa is 
not proposing a cut in the giant for European education and 1 appre- 
ciate the remarks he has made that we should try to teach our children 
how to treat the Indian people. 1 appreciate these remarks. 

With legurd to tin* question of the amount spent cm Kumpeuu 
education as compared with the population, the House must try and 
remember that we cannot subsist on the same rates ’of living aa 
Indians. Our cost of living is different, our conditions of life are 
different; therefore, our cost of education is aUo different. There 
art' also diffeient fees levied in our college as compared with another 
college. I quite agree with the usual remarks that are made that 
the cost of European education is a great deal more, as compared with 
the population, than the Indians. There are oO.OOO primary schools 
for Indians, whereas we have got only 63 schools in the whole presi- 
dency. We have got only 10,000 pupils in those 03 schools. Our 
cost is more because of the fact that our teachers cost more, 
our buildings cost there, everything cost more. I quite admit 
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that the expenditure is greater, hut we aj.so contribute large sums 
to the revenues of the province in the same way os others. We pay 
taxes, house rents and import duties on the articles we consume at 
a higher rate. So I say that 'we want more money. As a matter 
of fact some oi our schools are being neglected, there being no chance 
of getting money* from Got eminent : Government sav that they have 
not got the money. \\ e have not been able to provide increased 
accommodation, and as an instance of this I know one particular 
school, vh. f the ( alcutta hree School, whieh had to refuse* numbers of 
children admission because they had not had the money to meet ex- 
penses and to maintain additional teachers. 

I therefore oppose* the motion. 


Mr. L. T. MAGUIRE! I am very pleased to find that my friend 
Dr. Bnnerjea does not propose any cut in the grunt for European 
education. It is very gratifying to hear that. I quite see his point 
and that is that he does not object to our being educated, but what he 
wants is that all the other Indians should be afforded adequate facilities. 
I quite admit that, and I am sure it is the desire of everybody that 
education in this country should be as complete, as thorough and us 
universal as possible. The difficulty is in finding ways and means. 
I do not tli ink it would lx* suggested that u few lakhs of ru|M*e# cut 
from Anglo-Indian education would be of any use to India or Bengal. 

The other jwnnt raised by I)r. Hunerjeu is that our education should 
be on proper lines. I am sorry I do not quite agree with him in 
this respect. There is perhaps no doubt that the various sections 
of the Indian people do not understand each other as thoroughly as 
they ought to, for we have Muhammadans who do not understand 
Hindus and probably Anglo-Indians and persons Ikuii in this country 
do not understand the other Indians as well as they should. But that 
hits nothing to do with the question of education. I should say this 
is rather a defect in the social system. What npitortunities have we 
of mixing with these people* What ojqau (unities have we of under- 
standing their mentality ? What opportunities have they of under- 
standing us? Have we any chance of mixing with them freely in 
social life? This is not a matter that can In* settled in school. It i* 
rather a bigger problem. I think those members of the House who 
have been educated in European schools would admit that ull classes 
of children in European school*, whether Muhammadans, Hindus, 
Parsecs or Europeans, mix very freely together. By mixing together 
they commence understanding each other and often life-long friends- 
hips are formed. It is not the system of education, rather it is a 
question of devising some means by which petals could mix together 
in social life and so understand each other. 
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Dr. Banerjea has referred to the heavy cost incurred on our educa- 
tion. We appreciate that, but is the per capita the right criterion 
on this point P We are differently situated. The cost of our educa- 
tion is higher for a variety of reasons. I would ask my friend just 
to look at the figures before him and take the commercial value of 
European education. What would it cost if Anglo-Indian or European 
education is commercialised ? You will find here in the budget that 
Rs. 3,80,000 is being spent on education in Government schools. What 
does that represent P That represents the cost of European education 
as a commercial commodity and it represents the amount of money 
spent on four schools. Ixmk at the other side of the picture. What do 
the non-Govemment schools get P They get about 7 to 8 lakhs of 
rupees. How many schools are there in the province? There are 
G4 schools, of which 4 are Government and GO private schools. 
These GO private schools get about 8 lakhs of rupees. Now, hon’ble 
members will probably appreciate that that is not on the commercial 
basis, for if so, it would be on the same basis as that which obtains 
in the Government schools. This merely because the European 
and Anglo-Indian community appieciate that Government cannot 
supply tlfem with more schools as they have not got the money. 
The Missionary’s efforts are wonderful in this direction. What we 
are doing for the education of our community is simply extraordinary 
and what is greater still is the amount that is spent. If hon’ble 
members will please refer to the last rejant on public instruction, they 
will find that the community contributed 1 G lakhs of rupees in feed 
the correct figure is Rs. 1G,2G'440. Now let us consider tin* population 
and the number of people who pay this. The Anglo-Indian popula- 
tion is 33,000, the bulk of the children aie Anglo-Indians. Half of 
this population are males, and statistics show that of the males half 
are married and the other half not mairied. Therefore they are 
about 8,000 who pay R.**. 10, (H), 000 a year. I would ask the hon’ble 
members to consider again the resources of this community. The 
average salary is almut Rs. 250. ( an we do more for ourselves? I 

really do not think that we can. We simply cannot do it. If we 
could, we would, but we eannot. Therefore 1 submit that, though it 
seems very disproportionate, when you take it in the abstract consider- 
ing the surrounding circumstances, you will admit 1 think that the 
community does all that it can |H»ssibly do and that it is entitled to 
the consideration of the great majorities of the country and of the 
Government. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: May I ask my hoit’ble 
friend through you a question? May I know if he is prepared to lay 
down any standard fot*allocating expenditure between the Indian com- 
munity and the Auglo-Indian community? I do not personally raise 
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the question of standard, but be has raised it. Is he prepared to lay- 
down a standard? 

Mf* L* T« MAGUIRE: I do t»ot propose to lay down any standard, 
but what I say is this that there is an existing standard which we are 
compelled to live* up to for a variety of reasons and I am sure my 
friend would not suggest that we should lower that standard. If 
you examine the matter, jou will find that it is the minimum standard 
that we eun possibly live up to. It is not u very high standard when 
you analyse it. I would like to see 10 eiorcs of ru{>eea sjauit on 
Indian education, but what I say is this “Do not cut ours M and I 
would like the hou'ble member to understand that we are doing the 
beat for ourselves, and, if ponsihle, give us something more. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: I appreciate Dr. Hanerjea *s speech 
in that he does not propose lo cut down tliis grant. lit- does not contem- 
plate a reduction of the money being spent on Anglo-Indian education 
but would press foi a greater expenditure on the education of Indians. 
As a matter <*f fact, however, this pattieulut lludget coxers not only 
European and Anglo-Indian education but also our expenses on the 
Hajsnrihagh Reformatory and the school* in the Chittagong Hill Tract* 
and in Darjeeling and as 1 think Dr. Hanerjea is no doubt aware that 
there are also Indians studying in these various European and Anglo- 
Indian schools. I should have Wen fully prepared to meet any projs sul 
to cut down this expenditure. Apait from the reasons which hav«* 
been given by previous sjveakers there are some other consideration* 
which have a very jvertinent hearing on this question. One cannot lw* 
unmindful of the fact that throughout Hengnl there are a number of 
Englishmen, Scotsmen and Irishmen xxho have come out to this country 
and are educating Indians, earning probably nothing at till or on a 
mere pittance. Much is being done in this line for the education of 
Indians and l venture to assert that if all this was worked out it woultf 
he found that debt was quite on the other side. Hut I do not wish to 
pursue this question to-day, as Dr. Hanerjea has said that the real 
issue is the granted more money for Indians and primary education. 

5 r.M. 

As regards his remarks aland the training of l»oy< ami girls, I car* 
assure him that 1 will bring them to the notice of all those whoso* 
business lies in the training of these youths. I hoj>e, Sir, that in view 
of these remarks, l)r. Hanerjea will see his way to withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Dr. Pramathanath Hanerjea was then, bv leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

The motion that a sum of Its. 12, 26,000 be granted foi expenditure 
under the head “ 31. — Education (Reserved)"* wa* then put and 
agreed to. 
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MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (EXCISE) (the HonHHe Mr. Byomkes Chakravartl): 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I move 
that a sum of Rs. 22,98,000 he granted for expenditure under the head 
41 6. — Excise ” (page 37, Civil Estimate). 

Before I deal with the general aspect of the question, I should like 
to say a few words. The attention of the Government has been recently 
drawn to the question of temperance. Only a few days ago there was a 
deputation headed by Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikari to bring to the 
notice of His Excellency the Governor and of his advisers the steps 
which have been taken and are proposed to be taken in connection with 
the question of excise. 

The long list of motions for the refusal or reduction of grants under 
this head is un indication of a wide-spread public feeling in regard to 
the consumption of alcoholic liquor and drugs. As the Council is aware, 
Government have re-examined the question of providing facilities for 
the supply of liquor and drugs and have restated their exc ise policy in 
a resolution, dated the 27<h November, 192(». I am not going to read 
that resolution, but that resolution deals comprehensively with the 
question of the policy of the Government, and as I have given the date 
to the House, it was as late as the 27th November, 192b. The policy 
of Government is to impose a high rate of taxation on intoxicating 
articles with a view to making them as dear as possible for individual 
consumer and thereby keeping their consumption at » minimum. I may 
mention for the information of the House that facilities for the supply 
of liquor and drugs have been gradually restricted, their consumption 
regulated, and shop sites have been continually brought under examina- 
tion in reference to objections of local people. 

Government are frequently charged with subordinating their excise 
policy to financial considerations. I maintain that there is not the 
least justification for that accusation. It is quite true that the province 
cannot afford at present to do without the excise revenue in the sense 
that if we forego that revenue we must either increase taxation elsewhere 
or restrict flic field of Government activities in some way to establish 
equilibrium. The question of finance may hamper the pace of giving 
effect to a determined excise policy but it lias very little weight in decid- 
ing what is the right excise jwdicy. If we were convinced that pro- 
hibition was the right policy, I would assure the House that Government 
would definitely work towards it in spite of the financial loss involved 
though the pace of our progress in this direction might be somewhat 
alow having regard to our necessities in other directions. 

Aa, however, stated in the resolution which I have already cited. 
Government have decided to make a definite advance in the direction of 
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♦x tending popular control over licensing. With this object in view 
licensing boards have been established in 4 selected districts of this 
Presidency, r*>„ 24-Parganas, Dacca, Chittagong and Raugpur, 
representing various interests and with mark the words — a non-official 
majority. (A voick : 44 How constituted ?*') 

It is hojied that as a result of this exjieriment it will be possible to 
bring about a wider extension of effective jMqmlar control of licensing 
over the greater part of the province in the near future and thereby 
further the cause of temperance. 

As regards opium we are taking measures to regulate and check its 
consumption, wherever necessary, in order to enable the Government 
of India to fulfil their international obligations. We have decided to 
take steps for the collection of more accurate information regarding 
the origin, nature, and extent of opium consumption in the province 
and with tin- object in view we have directed that in selected areas the 
sale of opium should be conducted under arrangements which would 
permit of a record being maintained of the nature of the demand from 
its medicinal a- well a- other aspects. We lone also decided to intro* 
dtice legislation at once with a Men to penalising opium-smoking by 
othei than registered -moke!-. 

So long a- the exi i-e traffic is to continue the Council will, 1 am sure, 
agree with me that an adequate e-tabl j-hment should 1 m* maintained for 
the efficient administration of the depaitment and for prevention and 
detection work A- to the staff I would mention that the question of 
its curtailment ua- ie<entlv examined thoroughly h\ Government in 
connexion with the letremhmeht proposals when the establishment was 
reduced -o fat a- <ouhl !*e j«ts-tblv done without seriously affecting the 
working of the department. 

Now I leave it to the members to deal with then amendments, 

Srsjut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA • Sir. 1 lwg to mow* that the 
demand of Us. S.JOO under the bead “ <>A. - Excise— Superintendence — 
Allowance- ” l>e refused. 

Sir, at the beginning let me i ongratubite the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Ex< i-e Department for his sincere endeavour for promot- 
ing the cause of temperance in the country by raising the excise duty. 
Sir, I beg to point out- that, as the Excise Superintendents of the province 
are whole-time Government servants paid by the State, this-extra allow- 
ance is quite unnecessary, and so 1 hope the House will refuse thin 
demand. 

Mr. C. 8. DUTT : Sir, I do not really understand the idea under- 
lying the hon’ble member's motion. He does not, apparently, tiug- 
gest that the staff of Excise Commissioner and Deputy Commissioners 
should be abojished. It is admitted 
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•rijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: On a point of personal 

explanation, Sir. The object of my motion is this. What I mean 
to say is that these Excise Commissioners are actually paid from the 
State and as such an additional allowance is quite unnecessary. 

Mr. C. 8. DUTT: 1 say, evidently the member is under a mis- 
apprehension aa to the object of this allowance. The member 
apparently agrees that it is. necessary to maintain a staff of Excise 
Commissioner and Deputy Commissioners in order to administer the 
department and to supervise the detection and prevention of excise 
offences. Very well, if that is conceded you will have to admit that 
in order to discharge these duties they will have to have facilities 
for moving ubout in the districts. 

Mr. 8 . C. B08E: On a point of order, Sir. Whom is the hon’ble 
member addressing : be ought to address you. 

Mr. C. 8. DUTT : 1 am addressing the Chair. But, surely, in 
addressing the Chair 1 am entitled to look at the members on the 
other side of the House and enjoy the sight of my friends. I do not 
know why Mr. Bose objects, as I was looking at that side in an 
appreciative manner. 

As a matter of fact, this demand is not for the Excise Superin- 
tendents but for the supervising staff the Commissioner and the 
Deputy Commissioners of Excise. You cannot expect them to sit in 
Calcutta and exercise an effective supervision over the whole province. 
Sir, in connection with another demand we heard one member from 
that side of the House criticising the Members of the Government for 
not doing enough touring so as to be conversant with the state of 
affairs in the mufassul. Another member from the same side now' 
comes out with the complaint that they should not tour at all, and 
he suggests that they should not W given any money for touring, tn 
connection with the motion for cutting down the travelling allowance 
for the Members of the Executive Council we were told by some 
members on that side that they would not mind the demand being 
larger as they wanted more touring to be done. (Cries of 41 Who 
said that ”, 44 No one said that ”, 4 ' Nobody said it ”.) I heard it 
said, but l- am subject to correction : (Cries of 44 Imagination ”, 
44 Hallucination ”.) 1 say you cannot have it both ways. Wh*n you 

are confronted with your own argument you ought to ha\e at least 
the courage to admit that you used that argument, 

BMmi NALINIRANJAN 8ARKER: That is the monopoly of the 
Treasury benches. 
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5-15 r.M. 

Hr. C. S. DUTT* The point is that if you admit that the oftn-ers 
should supervise the department then you eannot exjieot them to sit 
down in Calcutta ami exercise Supervision without going out to the 
mufassa). It follows therefore that we must give them a grunt for 
travelling allowance and this allowance is meant for that. It is a 
grant for the travelling allowance of three gazetted officers, n>., the 
Excise Commissioner and his two Deputy Commissioners. Surely, if 
you are to exj>ect them to travel widely throughout the province in 
order to take step> for the prevention of excise offences, then for three 
officer* a sum of Us. 8,000 ran hardly la* considered excessive. As 
a matter of fact there has been mucous complaint from these oftieei* 
that owing to the stringency of tin* budget and the fact that Govern- 
ment are unuhle to provide more money under the head “ Travelling 
allowance " 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: On a {mint of order, Sir. May 
I know whether the hon'hle memlter is now addressing the Chair? 
The hon'hle member mhuii* to !*• confusing the Administrative Depart- 
ment with Inspection »ml Piexentmn, because', Sir, 1 find on page 4ft 
that a sum of Us. 29, 0< Ml has. been provided under the head 
“ Inspec tion 


Mr. C. 8. DUTT: 1 A't me enlighten the hon’hle member on this 
jMont. The* hon’hle member will understand that this demand under 
“ Excise ** i* under *e\erul different head* and the one we itre now 
dealing with i* for the supeiintendence of the whole of excise adminis- 
tration of the province 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: On a jaunt of order, Sir. He re- 
ferred to these two words “ Inspection and Prevention M and I find that 
a sum of Us. 29,000 provided under this head on page 40. 

Mr. C. 8. DUTT: If my hon’hle friend will have patience to hear 
me and let me finish mv sentence 1 think he will lie amply rewarded. 
Under this head we are now dealing with the cjuestion of superinten- 
dence, that i* to say, the duties and functions of the Excise Commis- 
sioner and the two Deputy Commissioners. Therefore, as it is obvious 
that it is intended to help them in the supervision of their staff through- 
out the province and to take steps for the prevention of excise offences, 
it is necessary to allow their travelling allowance. The item to which 
my friend has referred on page 40 is meant for the presidency 
establishment and refers only to the Calcutta establishment and when 
we come under that head I shall explain to my bon’ble friend what 
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that item is meant for. Sir, we have often heard complaints from 
the members of this side of the House about the misdeeds of the 
subordinate excise staff and if they expect Government to keep a pro* 
per check over these alleged misdeeds, I think, it is necessary that 
you should make adequate provision for the touring of the superior 
staff in order to ensure that all the officers under them carry out their 
duties properly, and it is also necessary that the Excise Commissioner 
and the Deputy Commissioners should go about and meet the members 
of the public* in all districts and consult them regarding the excise 
administration. We have got Advisory Committees in each district 
who deal with excise matters and the general complaint is that their 
wishes aie not always respected by the Collector or by the Superin- 
tendent of Excise in matters of location or abolition of shops when 
new settlements are made every yeui . Well, it is necessary that 
Government should be satisfied that these recommendations of the 
Advisory Committees an* attended to by the local stuff, and by the district 
authorities. Therefore, not only foi the pm pose of checking excise 
crimes und detection of excise offences but also for keeping a proper 
check on the working of the di.stiiet staff ie well a* to keep in touch 
with the members of the public that it is essential that these officers 
should tour ovei the whole province. I need baldly remind you of 
the wide extent of the urea of this province and of the heavy expenses 
that hu\e to be incurred in the matter of travelling. In the case of 
a large part of the province which lies to the east of Calcutta and 
which is known as Eastern Bengal, travelling has to l>e performed 
either by launches or boats, which entails a very heavy expenditure 
and theiefore the question of travelling allowance is really a very 
sore matter and I should n.i\ that iiiimhIhts instead of objecting to 
this small item of Its. S,0(I0 under this head of ti a veiling allowance 
should express a similar sentiment to that which one memWr expressed 
in the case of travelling for the Memlters of the Executive Council, 
n;,, that this, allotment should be increased instead of l>eing 
diminished. In this connection I should like to say that a good deal 
of trouble and time would be sa\ed if the members who have tabled 
motions for reduction would only make previous enquiries from the 
Ilon’ble Minister in charge or from myself so as to obtain correct 
information on the actual items to which they desire to draw* attention. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEA: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is the hon’ble member in order in tendering advice to t lie House at 
large ? 

Mr, (J, 8. 0UTT« Well, Sir, we have so much of advice from that 
side of the House that I think we are justified in offering a little to 
them in return. 
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Bite NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Can. ho take *o much time over 
this Ra. 8,000? 


Mr. C. 8. DUTT: Sit, it ha* liecn asked why I am taking so 
much time. I was Mtnph trying to explain that if the incut hers wotihl 
adopt the procedifre 1 have suggested in jegurd to other motions then 
a ^reat part of the time of this House would la* saved and it would 
really go to effec t a gieut isononix of time undei the other head**. 
My |M>int, Sir. is, that this question of travelling allowunee is a 
matter in which Oovei nmeiit ought to ha\e the s\mpufh\ of the House 
and I think the House will allow it. 1 hope the member will with- 
draw his motion. 


Rat HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : May I speak, Sn ? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Khan Bahadur Mtulvi Emaduddin 
Ahmed): A ft ei the othcial tepl\ has been gi\eu, l am afraid, 1 cun- 
lint allow any other memhet to speak. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Mux 1 ask a question, 
Sir? 


Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT : ot eouise, that you ran do. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Max I enquire as re- 
puds this item i elating to the tiaxelimg allow mire of the Commis- 
sioner of JC\use what jelieie hment has heeli elicited since the Re- 
trenchment Committee made their ic« ommendatious in respect of this 
item? I should like to know exactly what let lenehment has been 
effected ? 

Mr. C* 8* DUTT: On whoh item? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On the item of hovelling 
allowance. In parograph ot their jeport the Retrenchment ('inn- 
mittee said: *’ in the matter ol Hovelling allowance we shall (five our 
projmsals in another chapter, but we think it deni ruble to note here 
that t he tiaxelling allowance charges ot this department have doubled 
in the last six years That is evidently an implied recommendation 
that the charges under this head should Ik* reduced. 

Mr. G. 8. DUTT: On that point. Sir, I again suffer from the same 
difficulty which 1 was trying to explain. If members suddenly spring 
upon the unfortunate omi punts of these benches impromptu ques- 
tion» on matters of details and exjiect us to give detailed answers that 
in hardly fair. If our friend had taken the trouble to come and u«k 
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me about it this morning in office, I would have gladly given him all 
the information he wanted. 

Maulvi ABUL KASEMs I want to •raise a point of order. If the 
Government were in difficulty it waa'their business to ask for notice 
and when they have failed to do that they have no reason to complain 
now. 

Mr. C. 8. DUTT: The question is what retrenchments have been 
made under thin head of travelling allowance since the recommenda- 
tions of the Retrenchment Committee. I can give the lion’ble member 
to-morrow the exact figures and the decision arrived at by Government 
on the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee. If he will 
however, only refer, to the budget estimate he will find at least a 
partial answer to his question. He will find that the actuals for the 
year 192f>-20 under this head were Rs. 11,179, the budget estimate for 
1920-27 was Rs. 14.500 and the revised for 1920-27 was Rs. 10,000. 
Therefore for the next year the estimate being Rs. 8,000 only the 
enquiry scarcely arises. I would again request the members to take* 
the trouble of looking at the budget estimate before asking such 
questions and that would certainly save considerable time and trouble. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 8,100 under the head “ 0A.— 
Excise Superintendence Allowances ” he refused was then put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 


Ahamad, Maulvi Alimuddin. 
BagBhi, tabu Roma* Chandra, 
■anarjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 
■anarjaa, tabu Pramatha Nath 
Bannarjaa, Babu Jitandralal. 
Bam, Mr. P. c. 

Batu, Mr. tarat C. 

Sitwat, Babu turandra Nath. 
Baaa, Mr. ». c. 

Chattarjaa, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 
Ohaudhuri, Rai Hartndranath. 
Oatta, Babu Ahhil Chandra. 
Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra. 
Outt, Babu ftarai Kumar. 

Ohaaa, Babu Amarandra Nath, 
ttupta, Mr. Ja«aah Chandra. 
Maqua, Kaxi Imdadul. 


NO Eft. 

Addama-Williama, Mr. c. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kaairuddin. 

Chakra varti, tha Hanbla Mr. Byamhaa. 
Ohaudhuri, tha Han*bla Nawab Bahadur 
•aiyid Nawah AM, Khan Bahadur, af 
Obanbari. 

Caban, Mr. O. 4. 

Caapar, Mr. C. B. 

Crawfard, Mr. T. C. 

Oa» Mr. K. 0. 


Day, Mr. Q. a. 

Dana Id, tha Manila Mr. 4. 

Drummand, Mr. J. ft. 

Outt, Mr. ft. t. 

Kddia, Mr. A. MaD. 

Parraatar, Mr. 4. CampbatL 

Ohaah Mautik, Babu Batyaaira Chandra. 

•huxnavi, tha Nan*hta Nadji Mr. A. K. 

Ahu Ahmad Khan, 
ftilahriat, Mr. R. N. 


AYES. 

Haaam, Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul. 
Husain, Maulvi tyad Maqbul. 

Kasam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muauam All. 
Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, Srijut Taraknath. 

Naximuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Rauf, Maulvi Syad Abdur. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Or. Btdhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. n. 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

San, Babu Napandra Nath. 
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Ma***» Kfcaa BaBaBur pUutvi AiiM 
HmmUi, Maulvi utifai. 

Oaaaavmy, Mr. 4 . H. 

KBaa, Mr. Autur RaBmaa. 

Lakiri, Mr. Miuiti Kuatar. 

UH Mr. R. B. 

liimtif, Uautaaant-Cataaai 4. C. M. 
UBBatt, Mr. H. C. 

LiaUaay, Mr. 4. H. , 

Macuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MaxuaMar, Rai Bateadwr JadunalB. 
MaCluakia, Mr. C. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Matarly, (Ha Nan’bla Mr. A. N. 
Margaa, Mr. a. 

Nan**, Maliaraj Kumar Srii CBaatfra. 
Oataa, Mr. I. f. 

OrtfiaB, Mr. 4. C. 


PAatpa, Mr. Trvvar 4, 

AMIt#, Me 4 . V. 

Praatiaa, Mr. W. 0. R, 

RaBmaa, Mr. A. F. M. ABBurs 
Baikal, Mr. Fraaaiia Oak. 

Ray, Babu NacaaBra Narayaa. 

Ray, lAa Maabia Makaraja Bakaiur 
KaBawaiaB CBaaBra, af NaBia. 

Ray CBauaiiuri, Mr. K. ©. 

Ray, Mr. B. N. 
laaAaa, Mr. F. A. 

Aaayat, Baku BaaBiaBra Narayaa. 
tattar, Khan BaBiB Maulvi ABB a*, 
taa, Mr. Balia* CBaaBra. 

Bluart Wilhama. Mr. B. 0. 

Tkampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travan, Mr. W. L. 

WaatfBaaB, Mr. 4. A. 

WardiwartB, Mr. W. c. 


The Ayes beinjr 3, ‘I ami the N<h*s i>4 the motion wus lout. 


Adjournment. 

The Council wae then mljourneil till ‘J-.’JO i* m., on Turmlay, the 
22nd March, lJt‘J7, at the Town Hull, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Thu Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 22nd March, IM27, at 2*30 p.m. 


Present: 

The llon’lde the President (Kuja Manmatha Nath Kay CHArimi'Rl, 
of Nantosh) in the (’hair, the four Hon'ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers and 111 nominated and elected 
members. 


GOVERNMENT BU8INE88. 

Demands for grants. 

6.— Excise. 

Maulvi ASIMUDDIN AHMAD moved that the demand of 
Kk. 1,14, (HK) under the head (IA. — Superintendence ” be refused 
(puge 38, Civil Estimate). 

He spoke in Bengali the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

“ I rise. Sir, to protest against the excise policy of Government. 
I do not know that the country deri\es any benefit by maintaining 
an Excise Department and I do not know whether Government obtained 
the sanction of the people when they first staited this department. 
Sir, I am sure thut no section of the people supports the excise policy 
of Government, because it is a source of great evil and is responsible 
for the ruin of numerous families. 

Sir, what are the duties of Government? Is it a duty of Govern- 
ment to induce the poor people to take to drugs and thereby to ruin 
their character and their career? And how do Government spend the 
money received from excise duties? They spend their ill-gotten money 
on unworthy objects and not on ameliorating the miserable condition 
of the people. Instead of lifting up the people from immorality to 
morality, from ignorance to literacy and from evil to goodness, they 
allow sign-hoards to be put up on public streets to show that intoxi- 
cants are sold there. 
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Sir, thi# exciw policy of Government is responsible for many 
social evils, acts of hooliganism, riots and even occasional murders. In 
1924 a token rut of Re. 1 was passed by the House to express dis- 
approbation of Government** exaisp policy but it produced no effect on 
Government. We see that instead of penalising the habit of taking 
intoxicants, Government directly encourage it b\ legalising then 
sale. Such action is really unjust and offensive. Intoxicants aie pro- 
hibited Imth b\ Islam and Hindu religion. 

Under these circumstances I think that nolhaly will oppose the 
present motion, f reque-q mv Muslim friend*, m paiticuiai to support 
it.’* 

Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I siippoit tliis motion 1 am sorry 1 wiw 
not present in ill** House when the Hou'ble Minister in cdiaige of the 
Local SelM »o\ et mnent Dcjmi t ment made his statement on the i| nest ion 
of the exeise pi d icy of the Government, but 1 have lead very care- 
fully that statement as lepoited m the papers. 1 am coustiained to 
say that it is imjrossihle to find out from that statement what the 
pc d icy of the (ho eminent is hi this very impoitant umttei. He says 
the 4 Goxetnment is not convinced, at any rate the Ifon'hle Ministei 
is not ronximed. that piohibitiou is the tight policy to adopt in 
Bengal l 4.m understand that hut I ask the House how man\ Indians, 
>edu< (tied and thoughtful Indians, are there who think the same in 
this mattei as the Goxriutncnf does. I *u\ hnrdU any. There may 
la* a few exception-. Hut 1 do siv Itoldly that the ev< i-e policy of 
the Gowniineiit inns couniei to the sentiments and deep-rooted eoii- 
\ i< v f »* *ii - of the Indian communities * Hindus and Muhammadans. 
Then it h.is been eery diffii till bn me to find out what the Govern- 
ment has been able to effect b\ wav of minimising the consumption 
of liquor in tliis province. The Ilon’ble Ministei ha- siji t <1 that they 
have been tiwng t c * gi\e effec t to the pc d try of locul option. Hut 
what has been the result!" He does not tell i|s that there has been 
any dimintiation in the consumption of iiquoi, if there 1ms been any 
dimimiation in the outturn it is due to (lie communal ijots but not 
due to any change in the policy of Government in this respect. What 
is the good of talking alrout local option and regulating the sale* 
when as a matter of fact there is us much as if not more liquor 
consumed now than ever before in this province? Hut, Sir, the 
question before the House is one of even greater importance than pro- 
hibition and it is this — is the Government of Hengnl justified in carry- 
ing on trade in liquor in this province — because its policy is nothing 
abort of this. The Government is carrying on trade in liquor because 
it yields considerable revenue. The Ilon’ble Minister says that j * 
is not a question of revenue, if is not the policy of Govern men t that 
the Excise Department should be curried on for the sake* of revenue. 
I am afraid. Sir. in Maying this he is speaking only from a brief. He 
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really does not know the facts, I am absolutely sure that the Gov- 
ernment would give up this excise but for the revenue they derive 
from it. If that were the policy of the Government, !.<?., if their only 
anxiety was to diminish and regulate the sale of liquor and other 
injurious and intoxicating drugs in this country, the question still 
would be, should the Government be allowed from any consideration 
whatever to carry on trade in liquor? Have they not established 
distilleries every-where? Have they not been licensing shops? Have 
they not been licensing agents for the sale of liquor all over the 
-country? Is this to lie permitted in India, in Bengal? I submit it 
is a policy which must be put a stop to at once. I do not think in 
any civilised country Government carries on trade in liquor. So far 
as I am aware it may not prohibit the manufacture and sale of liquor 
but for u civilised Government to carry on such a trade is inconceivable. 
2-45 p.m. 

It, is a fact that without excise the revenue ot the Government of 
Bengal would suffer by Its. 2 crores or a little more. I say, even if 
that be so the Government of Bengal ought to go up to the Govern- 
ment of India with this pioposal that Bengal does not want to make 
revenue out of the trade in liquor but that the Government of India 
must adopt other means to make up the loss. Take, for instance, the 
imjMirted liquor — that does not touch the poor and ignorant classes. 
I say that, the policy of the Government in this respect is all the more 
unjustifiable because it affects injuriously the poorer and ignorant 
classes. The Government of India can make up the loss that would be 
incurred by giving up their excise policy in this province by raising 
the duty on imported liquor. That at any rate would not in any way 
affect, the poorer classes in the country. I say, Sir, this is an immoral 
traffic, it is an immoral trade that is being carried on by Government 
and it is profitable to Government because it is a monopoly of Gov- 
ernment but the sooner it is put a stop to the better. 

Kaxi EMDADUL HOQUE: In days of yore, I mean in pre-British 
days, India was a land of »hadus and sauyati.* — pirs and fakirs — The 
generality of the people of Indiu were of religious temperament. They 
were unused to inebriating drugs and narcotic*, and unused to exhilara- 
ting drinks, nay, they considered it to l>e a great sin to be addicted 
to such things and ceremoniously avoided all sorts of intoxicants. 

But with the advent of the British people in India a change has 
pome over in the temperament of her innocent children. Surely it 
was not a change for the better. The British people whose sum mum 
bonum of life is eat, drink and lie merry, brought in their train a 
number of social evils which at first effected the aristocrat* of our 
country but have since then percolated through the different strata 
of our society and eventually overtaken the poor peasants in their 
sequestered retreats. 
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Nosr let me not he misunderstood for aught I speak ** inveighing 
against Christianity or the Founder of that Religiou laird Jesus Christ 
(peace of God he upon him and his descendants* for I as a Mussulman 
must have a profound reverence for him hut my invectives lire directed 
against the latter-day Christians who fell from the lofty standard of 
morality preached and taught by that Saviour of mankind. 

Sir. it i.* Wlieved that the Government is the defender of the faith 
of ilo peoples and the protector of their religion hut the Government 
of this country never scruple* to ride roughshod over the feelings and 
sentiments of its Indian subjects. And although the Hindu and the 
Muslim religions condemn the use of iutoxicating drugs and drinks in 
unmistakable terms and make it sinful for their votaries to indulge in 
them yet the Government studiously hoodwinks its follies and induces 
the people of this country to fall into the grip of moral turpitude. 

No doubt there are excise advisory committees attached to every 
local and district Inmrds hut with what result? These local bodies 
pass resolutions recommending the ulsdition and reduction of excise 
shops hut their recommendations have had the honour of being trampled 
down under the gigantic feet of the humiuciacv. And notwithstand- 
ing the clumoui of the people of tlii* country every town is Iwdiig dotted 
with taverns and even village is being sprinkled with grog and opium 
shops. 

At Nnogaon subdivision in Rajshahi, Government has Iregun ganja 
cultivation on an extensile scale and it is to its credit that tire people 
of that subdivision have within a short spare of time l»een able to 
kick at the injur turns of t.he Koran and the Hadis and the Vedas and 
the Curans. It certainly redound* to the glory of the British Raj that 
claims to he the* custodian of the People’s faith. 

Now t lie Government of our country has no rest'd for our 
feelings, and cures not for the injunction* of our religions, hut it allow* 
the immoral and illicit traffic to la* carried on notwithstanding our 
protestation. 

Sir, the Government of this country is a foreign Government. Its 
solicitude for the people of India is merely superficial. It is bent 
upon enriching England and improving the conditions of the white 
people inhabiting every part of the globe. If in, doing that it im- 
poverishes India it does not care. Wherever we cast our look we find 
that the Bureaucratic Government established in this country has been 
exploiting us for the benefit of the white races including the trans- 
At lan tic tribes. 

There are white people in England and in other parts of the globe 
who work at distilleries and wine factories. Their interest must be 
safeguarded. 
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It is an indisputable fact that England is not like India a shitjala y 
shufain and m*hya nhyamala country. There can be no denying the 
fact, also that she is not a self-contained country but has to look upon 
other countries for her existeiue. To .solve also this economic, problem 
of that country our Government has decided to give full scope to 
immoral drug traffic at India's cost. Uh ! crores of rupees are annually 
conveyed to the houses ot the white manufacturers of wine, etc., and 
by opening an Excise Department here in India the Government has 
been giving the European officers holding eminent posts of that depart- 
ment full facility to draw upon India’s resources and to c arry as much 
wealth home as they can. 

Sir, I know that our erics will lie lost in the wilderness but we have 
no other alternative but to denounce the action of the Government in 
all possible* ways we can and to face this question with strenuous opposi- 
tion. The world-wide agitation set on foot by Mabatma Gandhi 
against intemperance proved barren and his sublime* teachings fell flat 
on the big ears of the white bureaucracy who have brutally treated 
the leaders and volunteers of that agitation and incarcerated the whole 
lot of them for the unpardonable guilt they have committed by 
imploring their countrymen to give up drinking and smoking. 

Sir, the* moral degradation of our people has reached its climax and 
if we yet sleep over these moral disease** that have been eating away 
our soul and body, then this fair land ot ours which was once a land 
of shad Inis ami sani/ast. v, p/rv and fakirs, will be a rendezvous of the 
safaris and devils. I dare say, Sir, if we do not move in the matter 
then yc»u and we shall all be accountable* to God for our culpable 
indifference. With these few words I wish to support the motion. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI*. Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has just 
pointed out that no other ci\ilised Government encourages sale and 
manufacture of coimtn liquor through so many agencies as the Gov- 
ernment of ltengal, but that is not the fact. If he will kindly come 
with me to French (’hander n a gore he will see that an up-to-dute Gov- 
ernment distillery supplying country liquor to more than 26 shops, 
and the beauty of this is that the people of (’handernagore do not 
drink — it is the outsiders who come there that patronise the shops. 
The Hon’ble Minister in c harge* of Excise deserves our best congratula- 
tion for stating the excise policy of the Government. That portion 
of his speech indicating high rates of taxation cm intoxicating articles 
and thereby reducing consumption is most welcome to the advocates 
of Temperance. I am not one of those impatient idealists who want 
to see India dry within a few days or month* by statutes or ordinances. 
I believe in strong propaganda and soc ial service to spread the grow- 
ing temperance movement in villages and in industrial areas and I 
would like to see that Government conies forward with funds to 
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encourage the activities of Temperance societies and Federations func- 
tioning in this city as well as in the uiufusaal. The HmPble Minister 
promises to take steps for extending popular control over licensing 
through Excise Advisory Corn mil tees and Licensing Hoards and giving 
non-official majority to the memliers. This is no doubt right steps 
towards local option. Hut I must, however, ask the Government to 
reconsider the question of the power and policy of these committees 
and lw>ards. I honestly Indieve that reduction of liquor or drug 
licenses, sav in this city of ('ulcutta, or approval and disapproval of 
sites where intoxicants are sold <»i proposed to In* sold does not appre- 
ciably advance the cause of Temperance for the simple and patent 
reasons that the addition of a liquoi -hop in any particulai area is 
invariably followed by proportionate ineiease in consumption of liquor 
in shops in the adjoining area. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sit, I rise to a point of order. 
Is the lion’hle member entitled to discus* the whole excise policy while 
we are on this motion!* 

Mr. PRE8IDENT (the Hon'ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chatldhtiriy of Santoah): A memls*) may not he entitled; but it is in 
my dis< return to allow lmn to do mi Hi* ma\ be allowed to speak on 
the general demand. 

:t r.M. 


Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: 1 am inclined to think that 
leduitmn of licence*, under the pieM*nt condition only amount-* to 
robbing Peter to pa\ Paul and e\»*rituallv lead** to concentration of 
the tiade in intoxicant- in the hands of a few. There are uliout 4>1 
opium simps within tin* excise juii-dietion of Cab utta including the 
su buibs and the town- of How tab and Hally, and the total sale per 
year is alwiut 11 ,A00 seer- or an axetage of *Jfi7 seels of opium per sllop. 
Suppose the Lieen-ing Hoard, in order to allay public agitation decides 
to reduce opium shops from 4d to *ff> — the result will la* that Id vendors 
will go to the wall ami the surviving dO will have their incomes in- 
creased by 1 d. As a matter of fact there are individual opium shops 
in Harrison Road licensed to luckx xendors who drive nlwmt in cant 
and whose individual sales and profits are enormous compared with 
those of owner* of dozen* of shops in different parts of the city, who 
cannot even afford to keep bicycles. The same analogy applies to 
country liquor and ganja shops. I must urge the Government not 
to follow* blindly a policy of robbing Peters to pay favourite Pauls 
and I would like to see that the large country liquor and drug shops 
arc split up so that vendors get more or less uniform allotment of 
articles for sale a* far as practicable. 

I must also sound a note of warning to the Excise authorities and 
the licensing board* and committees not to attach undue importance 
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to objection 8 against sites almost invariably engineered by interested 
parties or by parties imbued with a bit of blackmailing spirit. I take 
this opportunity to state what happened last year in connection with 
a proposed site within 50 yards froip Lalbazar Central Police Office 
for removal of a country liquor shop from Colootala. This particular 
site was approved by the Police, by the Excise Commissioner and 
finally by the Licensing Board but a petition of objection against this 
site alleged to have been signed by the shop-keepers of Territv Bazar 
and Chinese residents of the locality was lodged at the eleventh hour 
and a deputation headed by influential men waited on the Government 
wd<h the result that the site was rejected, inspite of the fact that the 
Licensing Board, with the largest majority of non-official members, 
have twice decided in favour of the site. The cat, however, was soon out 
of the bag and it transpired from personal enquiry made by the members 
of the Board that the man behind the move was a rival vendor and 
that names of some of the signatories of the petition were forged. 
Sir, things are not what they seem and let not the public be bluffed 
by so-called -teps taken to enforce temperance or reduce consumption. 
In French Chandeniagore, only 8 square miles in area, with less than 
80,000 population, there are 20 shops for sale of special brand of 
country liquor, but the people of Chandeniagore do not patronise these 
shops, but most of the patrons of these shops are outsiders. T know to 
what extent the evils of drink and drugs are playing havoc on the health 
and happiness of the industrial workers in the coal-fields, jute mill 
areas and railway centres and my views on this question of drink and 
drug facilities given to the workers are on record of the proceedings 
of the Council meetings for the past five or six years. 

T would like to give the Government a constructive suggestion for 
keeping a healthy check and real popular control on consumption of 
intoxicants in Calcutta and its suburbs. la»t us first make an experi- 
ment with drugs. The sale of opium in Calcutta and suburbs and 
towns of Howrah and Bally is about 11*5 thousand seers through 48 
shops within this area. The sale of ganja through 48 gnnja shops is 
about 11 thousund seers and the sale of bhang is about 8 thousand seers 
through 22 shops. The total receipt from sale of these three drugs 
in Calcutta and suhurlts are just a little over 2G lakhs of rupees and 
the total nett profits*' after paying establishment and other charges 
earned bv the 110 licensed vendors exceed two lakhs of rupees cal- 
culated at rupees nine as nett profit per seer on ganja, rupees six on 
opium and rupees four on bhang. My proposal is to entrust the sale 
of opium and gnnja and bhang and other hemp drugs with a public 
Board of Trustees who will invest capital and control the sale in the 
interest of the public consistent with the policy laid down by the 
Teague of Nations Opium Committee at Geneva. One of the special 
objects of this proposed Trust would he to see that opium is used for 
scientific and medical purposes and to prevent the abuse of opium 
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practised ail over the country e.g., (1* opium given to children, 
(2) opium used ns a palliative against a specific disease, <3) opium 
used a» a pleasure-giving drug. There is nothing new in the scheme. 
Glasgow has adopted it to check sale of drinks and the Scotch Trust 
is ('ailed the Public House Trust with some of the best Temperance 
men as Trustees* Apart from the question of checking the sale of 
opium and hemp drugs to bring them within international obligation 
the nett profit of two lakhs that now goes to the pockets of vendors 
may be made available for deserving charities. The nearest approach 
to this kind of scheme is the ('nlrutta Turf ('bib. The (\ T. though 
it encourages a vice, rt:., gambling, pays very large amounts to 
deserving charities and that is the redeeming feature of the Trust 
known «ns the ('alcutta Turf Tilth with some of the finest sportsmen 
on its Hoard. If my scheme is adopted and if the Drug Trust succeed 
from the jwiint of view of chec k on consumption and offences against 
the Excise Laws the next step would Ih> to constitute a Liquor Trust. 
I hope the Government will see its way to ap)x»itit a Departmental 
Committee to investigate tin* prospects outlined by my speech and 
adopt nr icjec t my proposal according t»> the decision of that Committee. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Mr. President, you have ruled 
that a memfwi ran g<* into the met it* of the excise policy w hile we are 
on a paiticular question. Hut when the question of voting comes, 
it max be diffic ult f<n mcmlxMs to vote in favour of this motion, Wcause 
it seeks the abolition of some* staff, although they may he prepared 
to vote on the question of excise* policy. I do not see bow we are 
to get members to vote on one side or the other, is they may* not )w* 
clear as to the issue l*efore them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Strictly speaking you are not correct- I have 
only allowed the member to speak on the general demand. When 
members are called upon to vote in regard to a particular motion, the 
issues are put clearly before thorn in the terms of the motion, which 
circumscribe the issues involved in it. Hut while a member is allowed 
to go beyond the motion to speak on the general demand itself, he 
naturally attempts to make an exposition of the policy, which is involved 
in the demand. In doing this he can, of course, have the latitude to 
cover a greater range. Rut that should not obscure the issues involved 
in a motion, which may then be under discussion. 

BalKl dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Sir, in delivering his care- 
fully measured philippic against the excise policy of the present Govern- 
ment, Sir Abd-ur-Rahim seemed to 1*» labouring under a tiny* little 
misapprehension. He seemed to have taken it for granted that the con- 
sumption of spirituous liquors and injurious drugs must necessarily he 
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regarded an a moral evil by itself. But he forgot that tastes differ and 
so also do the standards of life. He seemed specially to forget that, 
amongst the super-civilised people who have now' the moral guardianship 
of Iudia in their trust, drink is regarded not as a mark of degeneracy but 
as a mark of high civilisation. Owen Meredith says that civilised man 
cannot live without cooks. Sir, we know that Owen Meredith' was an 
authority upon many things, including the frontier policy of the British 
Govern merit and the comparative merits of different types of liquid 
refreshment. He may have gone further and said: “what is civilisa- 
tion without drink. 4 *” I know that the example ot America which has 
so unaccountably gone dry might be cited against me. But the case 
of America is not in point or rather is very much in point. We have 
been told that, physiognomicully, the America is going hack» to the 
type of his lied Indian ancestor, and similarly, morally and spiritually, 
perhaps the American is going hack, retrograding, to the type of the 
East Indian. Therefore, Sir, taking all things into consideration and 
seeing that force always prevails in the world, it must lie admitted 
that drink is a mark ot civilisation. The more you drink, the more 
civilised you are; the larger is your drink hill, the higher rises the baro- 
meter ot your civilisation and culture. Therefore, if the English people 
muy he regarded as having introduced the habit of dnnk in India - a very 
questionable fact — perhaps they have unconsciously conferred a blessing 
upon us. The English uie well known tor their altruistic proclivities; 
t he\ go\ern us, altruistically, to our benefit, and they make us drink 
also, altruistically, to our benefit. They ha\e civilised the Australian 
huslinmn out of existence, and they have civilised the Bed Indians 
out of existence. Why should they not be mote logical in pursuing 
their excise policy in India and try to civilise ii» too out ot existence? 
Why should the work of mcjr\ stop short ot extinction in our case 
alone? Let us all be drowned in oceans of liquor, let us all be stupified 
with the fumes of ganja and opium, and, in the state of nirvana that 
would result, tin* lion will lie down with the lamb, the political agitator 
will be no more, and the peinuineuce of the British Government will be 
ussuied. 

•Mo i\m. 

Mr. F. E. JAMES: Mi. President. I not ire that on the discussion in 
regard to the excise policy we have almost reuched the ideal of every 
Bengulee, namely, a purely indigenous Government. The Treasury 
benches had been represented, until Mr. Lindsay came in. by two Indian 
Ministers ami one Indian member of the Indian Civil Service. 
Mr. Lindsay has now’ spoiled the picture. But, 1 trust, the absence of 
the other Members does not show, or indicate, their entire indifference 
to the feeling of many memliers of this House in regard to excise 
policy. 
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I regret to observe, Sir, that hitherto the speeches in regard to tlie 
excise policy have indicated either a general levity or a personal pre- 
judice against a particular Minister. I have not heard from any of the 
members, who have so far spoken, in any part of the House, 
any constructive suggestion regarding the practical problems which 
face any temperance reformer iu dealing with this excise problem. 
Government are in a perfectly secure position. They are accustomed to 
draw a certain amount of revenue from their Excise Department. One 
cannot expect any Government to In* philanthropic or to be deeply 
imbued with temperance ideals, and, therefore, 1 do not wonder that 
year after yeui the Government survives the annual attack on the excise 
policy and that very little improvement is shown in the general 1*011* 
dition rt»gurding the consumption of 1 i«|Uoi in this province. 

Sir, I feel very st rough that the root of the matter lies with us and 
with tho**e, who, in Hengal. are charged with the initiation of educa- 
tional or social reform. I do not believe — and I challenge any one to 
disprove my statement ~1 do not lielieve t hut any single party in this 
House has as yet put forward a construc tive excise policy whic h could 
l>e taken practically as a substitution feu the present policy of the Govern- 
ment. If I find in any part of the House such a policy I shall la* the 
very first, in niv individual capaciU. to endeavour to support that policy 
to the best of my ability, but so f a 1 there never has 1 h*cii from any Mid** 
of the House any practical scheme put foiward. And, I say . Sir. that you 
cannot expect the Government to ac t on its o*n initiative. There must 
lie on the putt of all who dislike, disapprove of. the present policy of 
Government in regard to excise, steady, lelentiess piesstue in the Coun- 
cil. and outside by public opinion, and that pressure must )*e bucked 
up by some definite const 1 uctive scheme. The question of excise is not a 
political one : it is an administrative one, and it is a social one. And I do 
not think it is impossible that memlccrs from every party in thin House 
could !*• found to unite upon a policy which would bring alwnit Imth social 
and ttdministiative reform in the direction which wc all desire. I throw 
forward that suggestion, and 1 again refer to the pro|»oMul I made two 
years ago to the Government that in the absence of any action on the 
part of the elected lepresentatives on their own initiative would it not 
lie wmth while for the Government to anticipate the strength of feeling 
of public opinion and to call together representatives from various 
quartern of the House to discuss this whole question of excise adminis- 
tration and excise policy. It is difficult in the present state of debate 
to get any constructive proposal put forward any where, hut a number 
of representatives from every party of this House round a table with 
the facts before them, and the Members of the Government present to 
give them information, would, I believe, very soon make its influence felt 
and produce something better than anything which has yet been 
produced, in the way of constructive proposals regarding the exeiaa 

25 
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administration of this province. I trust, Sir, that the Government will 
give consideration at least to this suggestion, and that possibly a way 
may be found to accept the proposal. 

• 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I have listened very carefully 
to the statement made by the Hon’ble Minister regarding the excise 
policy of the Government, and I have also made u cutting of the speech 
which appeared in the papers, in which I find one sentence in which 
he, as a popular Minister, seeta to put fojward the policy of the Govern- 
ment, apart from what has been put forward by Mr. Dutt in a resolution 
which appeared in the issue of the Calcutta Gazette of the 2nd December, 
1920. The Hon’ble Minister said: — 

“If we were convinced that prohibition was the right policy I would 
assure the House that Government would definitely work towards it.” 

Mr. .lames has just now’ asked where is the constructive policy with 
regard to excise emanating from any party of t lie House. I might say 
at once that the only policy which we look forward to for the Govern- 
ment to lay down definitely is that it is committed to a policy of prohi- 
bition not to be achieved to-day, but certainly the first steps ought to be 
taken from this point of time. Sir, in tbe communique issued by 
Mr. Dutt 

Mr. C. 8. DUTT: On a point of order. Sir. Ma\ 1 explain 1 hut that 
communique was not issued by me. It was a resolution of Government, 
and my name only appeared as a matter of formality. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Do \ou disown your res- 
ponsibility? 

Mr. G. 8. DUTT: It was on the responsibility of tbe Government : 
it was a Government resolution. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Very well, Sir. It is a Govern- 
ment resolution issued under the signature of Mr. Dutt 

Mr. G. 8. DUTT: Not under my signature, but over my signature, 
(laughter.) 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: 1 find, Sir, that there is one item 
mentioned in the resolution which says that the number of licences 
granted have l>een growing less; I challenge this statement. I took 
some pains to find out the number of licences granted from the year 
1917 on to the year 1925-26 as they appeared in the different issues 
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of the Administration Report of the Excise Department of Bengal. I 
find that the number of country-spirit licences granted in the year 1917 
was 1,100: in the year 1925-26 it was 948. As regard* imjrorted 
liquors, the number of licences, ^rtunted in the year 1017 mas 569; in 
the year 1925-26 it mas 1 ,(125. As regards the gun jo liceucos the 
number granted iif the year 1917 was 1,867: in the year 1918 it was 
1,265; in the year 1925-20 it mas 1,215. As regards opium, the total 
number of licences granted in 1917-18 was 819; in the year 1918 it 
was 820; and in the year 1 925-20 it mas 861. Sir, 1 have quoted 
sufficient figure** to shorn that the statement in the resolution quoted 
above is not quite correct. But I shall jierhap* lx* told that although 
the number of opium licences which have t»ern granted have been mure 
in 1925-26 than those granted nearly ten years ago, yet the amount 
of consumption of intoxicating substances has been less. Is that so^ 1 
admit that so far as opium is concerned, the amount oi consumption 
is less. Rut look at the amount of consumption of liquor. It is true 
that the amount of country liquor* consumed in the year 1917*18 was 
700,900 gallon*.; m the year 1925-26 it was 682,000 gallons. A* 
regards foreign liquors particular!) Ihhi the amount cnu*umed in 
1917-18 mas 505, 000 gallon-; in the year 1925-26 it was 881,000 
gallons. Therefore*, it is not true to say that me have got a lower 
consumption in the cum* of ail department*, under excise during the 
last ten years But the significance of the |wnnt is this; If you have 
a larger numbei of shop** do you not induce people to go in for drink 
and other mtoxnuting diug* v If that lx* not no, 1 do not see the 
necessity of hating large advertisement* in shops in big shops such 
as Whiteawny's, Hall A Anderson's We know that, although demand 
is sometimes followed by supplies, if you put the supplies in front of 
the jreople, sometimes demand also follows supplies. There is a 

second statement made in the lesolutioii and that is this; “ 

total prohibition involves an unjustifiable interference with the 1 i ln*rt y 

of individuals. "I tuke the liberty in this connection to 

quote certain conclusion* and resolutions arrived at bv the j*eople in 
different parts of the country. 

The Indian National Congress, which met at Helgauin, in 
Demnlier, 1924, under the presidency of Mr. Gandhi, said ; “The 
Congress is of opinion that the jxdicy of the Government of India in 
using the drink and drug habits of the j»eople a* a source of revenue 
is detrimental to the moral welfare of the people of India, and would, 
therefore, webfime its abolition." 

The National Srxial Conference, meeting at the same time and 
place as the Congress, mith Sir C. Sankaran Nair as Chairman, 
passed a resolution urging both the Central and the Provincial 
Government* to declare their intention of adopting total prohibition 
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as early as possible. In January, 1925, the South India Social Con- 
ference resolved — 

* i That thin Conference is of opinion that the present excise policy 
«d the Government has been a failure, and that it ought to be radically 
changed, and a policy calculated to lead to total prohibition within 
a period of ten years he adopted and given effect to at once." 

Not only the social and ]>olitical conferences, but the members of 
the United Provinces legislative Council in March last passed a 
resolution in these words: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government to accept and to 
declare that total abstinence is the aim and object of its excise policy, 
and to consider favourably the proposals of the Excise Conference 
with a view to achieve that end/' 

Similar proposals have been made in the Council of the Central 
Provinces. In Madras also a strong group in the legislative Council 
brought on a debate in which the excise policy of the Ministers was 
brought under discussion, and it will be remembered that only three 
days ago it was announced that the Minister in charge of Excise in the 
Madras Presidency declared that the goal of the Government with 
regard to excise was total prohibition. Lastly comes the resolution of 
Haji Wajihuddin in tin* Legislative Assembly in September, 1925, 
which the Assembly passed by a vote of 09 to 39, recommending to the 
Governor General in Council that “ legislation lx* undertaken to pro- 
hibit the import, manufacture, and use, of all sorts of liquors in India, 
and that in the mean time he l>e pleased to direct the Local Administra- 
tions under his control, and convey the opinion of the Assembly to all 
other Provincial Governments that they should take steps forthwith t< 
grant to local bodies within their jurisdiction the right to determine the 
numltcr and location of shops within their respective areas.” 

Therefore, Sir, although there is the statement of Government 
that total prohibition will involve an unjustifiable interference with 
the liberty of the individual so far as the opinions of individuals, a* 
expressed by ditfeient conferences and h\ different legislatures, 
are concerned, they are unanimous in asking Government to lay down 
prohibition as the goal of Government in every province. Sir, thes* 
demands for prohibition do not emanate merely from politicians oi 
from social reformers, but religious conferences of the various com 
muni fin* — Christians, Muhammadans and Hindu*- have always 
regarded prohibition as the ultimate goal and have asked the Govern- 
ment to adopt it for its own use. 

3-30 r.u. 

The only question that seems to stand in the way is that we are 
told that there is a large reveuue which is derived from the sale 
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ol liquor, opium aud other intoxicating drugs which the Government 
cannot low*. Xk ith regard to Bengal the ammiut of revenue derived 
from this source in about K*. 'll crores, but if the members of Govern- 
ment would consider fur nhe*single moment they will find that if 
Government derives a revenue of Its. crores the actual consumers 
must be paying at least three limes that sum in order to indulge in 
these intoxicating drugs. The province, therefore, is poorer at least 
by K*. 7} crores and a good projMirtion of this mini as it is very 
likely to be the case is spent bv the |>oor cultivating class and the 
mill-workers. This shows, that this revenue is derived by taxing the 
poorest amongst us. Therefore, even if the Excise Depot tment is 
abolished in the next few years and even if Government puts forward 
the policy of total prohibition as its goal, and Government is able to 

convince the |»er>ple of the province that after retrenching in all the 

different departments it has not l»een able to meet the ex]M*:tditure of 
the province, even then 1 do not see much difficulty as in that case 
Government cun meet the expenditure by enhancing (axes in certain 
respects. 1 will go further and ni\ that if it is found that the excise 
revenue is essential to-day in ordei to meet the expenditure I am 
told in the com munnjm of Go\einment by the way, that the price 
of the different drugs having been increased in order to lower con- 
sumption, the income has increased cor respoudingh during the last 
10 years if it is difficult to manage without this revenue to-duy it 
will certainly !>e more difficult to manage without this ic\ciitic here- 
after. This is a problem which will have to he faced either to-day 

or to-morrow K\en if it is found necessary, in order to stop t Ii w 

revenue, that the people have to la* taxed, it is much better that they 
1 m* taxed for saving li\cs and prujierties rather than 1 m* taxed for lM*iug 
killed and their proper t u*s destroyed as happened and followed during 
and after the last World War. From all I have said, Sir, my answer 
to Mr. James is this. That it is not neressury to put down any 
constructive exci-e policy for Government except this, that the 
Government should commit itself to-day to a jMiliey of total prohibi- 
tion to come about not in a day as Mr. Hay ('haudhuri seems to 
think, but to come within a particular period of time and try to 
find out a source to meet the issue. When I nay this 1 am not 
merely putting a theoretical projwisitiou l>efore Government. When, 
the question of excise duty on cotton was discussed in the Assembly 
the member* of Government did not say ** Go and find out the money 
that we lose on this from some other source M f and when the questior* 
of steel industry came up and iMiunties were to In* given, they were not 
naked to find out the extra revenue that would be lost to Government. 
Therefore it h for Government to make good the loss whether by 
retrenchment or fome other means. What I would ask — and what 
t he country wants is that Government should declare that the policy 
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of total prohibition in the goal of Government. As this department 
is now under the control of the so-called popular Minister we expect 
that Government will not lose time to declare its policy of prohibition. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, this is a very old subject 
which has been discussed on thousands of platforms,* inside the Council 
-and in the Assembly for many years past. Now, we find that ovei 
*20 per cent, of the total revenue of this province is derived from Excise. 
It is said, Sir, that the English people are a nation of shopkeepers and 
“ shop-keepers 99 is a very comprehensive term and I think, it is better 
to call them excise vendors currying on this nefarious and immoral 
trufiic for the purpose of getting revenue. It has been said that there 
is no constructive scheme placed by the critics of the Government. 
What is the practical scheme that is necessary on this point. 4 ' A 
moment's thought will shrfw that it Government are really serious about 
it, if they me keen uh mt this problem, certainly a way can very easily 
be found out. I am not going into the details of any constructive 
scheme, but to a layman like myself it appears to me that the solution 
is very simple. Reduce your expenditure: that is the simple remedy. 
If you want princely salaries for all people —I mean the superior 
services if you incur expenditure in that way then certainly this 
revenue w ill be necessarv . As I have already said, over 20 per cent, 
of the revenue is raised from this source — Excise. Now, let its consider 
for one moment one or two things. The Members of the Executive 
Council get a pay of Us. 04,000. Why Us. 04,000, Sir* May I ask if 
people of this class, this quality, this attainment and this calibre can- 
not In* had for half the pay* The present arrangement is this: you 
well wine to the people and raise a revenue from which you pay higher 
salaries to people thun necessary for their subsistence and comfort with 
the result that there is surplus money with them and that itself will 
be uu incitement to them to drink. That is a very funny and delight- 
ful arrangement, wine begets wine as money begets money. Now, Sir, 
it has been said that the policy of Government is the maximum of 
revenue with the minimum of consumption. The question is — which 
is primary and which is secondary Y Is the maximum of income primary 
in this sense that the consumption is to he reduced to that extent only 
to which it can 1*» reduced without affecting the maximum income? 
That is the policy: the reul objective being the revenue and the con- 
sumption is to Ik* reduced only so far as is consistent with that ideal of 
maximum of revenue. So, the result is that we have got ganja shops, 
opium shops and grog shops all over the country. When you ask for 
a school for the mill people, there is no fund: you ask for a tank for 
labouring population, there is no fund. You cannot give drinking 
water to your people, but you can certainly start and set up shops for 
liquor and ganja in front of the mill gates. So, it is not a question of 
any scheme or policy, it is not a question of a constructive scheme — 



the whole question is — Are you fruitier to cut down your expenditure? 
Tlwt in the initial question and that is the problem of! all problems. 
Well, the recommend at ion of the Retrenchment Committee was to 
curtail the expenditure of this department, hut we find that instead of 
giving effect to that mommendation the expenditure is increasing front 
year to year and unless there is a real and sincere desire to solve the 
problem, it is useless to talk about this matter. 


Rli HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, as it is permissible 
to discuss the excise policy of the Government under this motion 

PRESIDENT: What «1 i <1 you su\ Mr. Chatidhuri Y 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 said that it is 

permissible to discuss flu* excise policy «»f 

Mr. PRESIDENT : \es. it is up to me to allow a memlker to discuss 
the excise policy h\ way ot speaking on the general deinatid which 
has lieen moved. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Su, as it is pel missihle 

to discuss the excise policy of the ( »ove| iiineiit under this motion and 
as it seems unlikely that I shall get an> othei <>pj>ortunit\ hereafter, 
1 projmse to bring the (iovei nineiit excise pcdicy under criticism. The 
latest exposition of the jadiev of the (ioverniueiit of Bengal is available 
to us in t lie shape of a resolution of the Government of Bengal liearing 
J^o. 55fi8 and dated the ‘J7 1 h No\enil>er, l!f?t» a resolution which 
ap|M k ured o\er the signature of the present Secretary of the Department. 
The Secretary was anxious to make it clear that he was simply 
res|M»nsihle for the signature appearing under the resoluton and I take 
it that the resolution does not convev his jw»rsonal views onlv. Now, 
$ir, the resolution logins . . 


Mr. C. S. DUTT: Gn a point of personal explanation. The hon’ble 
meinl>er seems to be under the impression that as the resolution appeared 
over my signature it does not convey my personal views only. That is 
not quite correct : it does not contain mv personal views at all. 


Rli HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: There is no point at all 
in his suggestion that the resolution simply appeared over his signa- 
ture. What is really the jaunt in his jiersonal explanation)'' Certainly 
it must la* supposed that the resolution contained the Govern men t viewxj 
but does be auggeat that the Government views are not in agreement 
with hi* personal views. 
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Mr. C. S. DUTTS On a point of personal explanation, Sir. The 
reason why I said that the resolution appeared over my signature was 
because Dr. Hidhan Chandra Hoy was evidently in error in saying that 
the resolution appeared under my signature. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. 1 thought you took exception to what Dr. Roy 
said because you wanted to get under and not go over the resolution. 
(Laughter.) 

8-4 6 p.m. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : The n solution begins ruth 
a statement of the Government policy as it was adumbrated in the 
com munujite of the 25th August, 1921. What wus this policy? The 
policy was repeated in the. following words : “ To im^se a high taxa- 
tion on intoxicating articles with a view to making them as dear as 
possible for the individual consumer and thereby to keeping their 
consumption at a minimum.” The first question, therefore, is whether 
that policy has been successful or not, whether tl at policy has gone 
to reduce the consumption of intoxicating liquor «• and drugs or not. 
The policy — mind you as it was enunciated in the August ctHniriunnjue 
of 1921. That is the question, llow t lie Government have attempted 
to prove that point in their favour in the resolution of course those who 
have read the resolution know. Government have endeavoured to prove 
their contention by quoting two sets of figures relating to widely distant 
daft*, and, secondly, by scrupulously not mentioning the figures for 
1921-22, because had the Government done so and had further quoted 
the subsequent figures it would have at once been proved that the whole 
credit for the sudden decrease in consumption Wongs to the non-co- 
operation movement uud not to the Government. What the Government 
policy is now leuding to is the annulment of the good results thut were 
hoc u red by the non-co-operation movement. 

Ia*t me prove my point by referring to facts and fi^ines. Take, for 
instance, opium. In the year 1920-21 — that is just on the eve of the 
Government communHfut of August, 1921 - the consumption figure was 
42, seers and in the very next year, that is, in 1921-2*2, it was 
40,658 seers. It will, therefore, be seen at once that a J eduction of 
not less than 2, 0(M) seers of opium consumption was secured hv nothing 
else hut the non-co-operation movement. It was only in August, 1921, 
that Government enunciated its excise jwdicy. Now what is the posi- 
tion after 1921-22? The figures show that the consumption is again 
on the increase, at least the figures as to consumption are stationary 
inspite of all the efforts of Government — alleged efforts I mean — to tins 
contrary. It will be seen that in the year 1922-28 the quantity of 
opium consumed was 40,244) seers, in 1928-24, 89,920 seers, in 1924-25, 
40,120 seers and in 1926-20, 89,945 seers. Therefore it will be seen that 



the Government policy has not made for any substantial reduction ao far 
as opium consumption is concerned. Of course, taking the figure* for 
1921-&2 and the subsequent figures into account. 

Then let us take the figures for the consumption of wine and other 
intoxicating materials. It will be seen that in the year 1920-?! 
760,000 gallons of country wine were consumed in this country but in 
the next year, that is, 1921-22, only 599,000 gallons, that is, the Govern- 
ment could only secure a reduction of about 30,000 gallons from 
796,784 to 766,572 gallons in 9 years from 1911-12 to* 1920-21, while 
the non-co-operation movement secured in a single year a decrease of 
about 166,000 gallons. Since then liquor consumption is again on the 
increase whatever the Government may say to the contrary. Thus it 
will la* seen that in the year 1925-26 no less than 632,351 gallons of 
country liquor were consumed. Just compare these figures with those 
for 1921-22. It will la* seen that inspite of the Government policy the 
consumption of country liquor is steadily increasing. 

Then let me refer to foreign liquor. The following arc the figures; 
In 1922-23, 278,764 gallons of lx»er alone were consumed whereas the 
present beer figure, I mean the figure for 1925-26, is 431,812 gallons. 

Then take the other intoxicating urtiiles into consideration. It will 
lie seen. Sir, that the consumption figure of ganju for the year 1921-22 
was 1,63.8 inaunds 7 seers, wltetcas for 1925-26 if is 1,786 mounds 
33 seers. Not oii!\ have the so-called steps taken by Government proved 
ineffective but on the contrary it may 1 h* said that the Got eminent is 
encouraging the consumption of ganju by reducing the tux from 
Us. 60'3 per seer in 1924-25 to Us, 58-7 per seer in 1925-26, by reducing 
the wholesale price fiom Us. 260 to 220 after the 30th Apnl, 1925, and, 
thirdly. h> attending to the cultivation of gunja at Nuogaon. 

Then. Sir, I pass on to the churn* figure. This is the most injurious 
of the hemp drugs. Government does not realise any large amount 
of revenue undei this head and yet the\ will not forego ibe small amount 
that is realised under this head by prohibiting the use of it. This 
is an evidence of their co-operation with reasonable temperance move- 
ment as they say! In 1921-22, 27 maunds and 28 seers of char a* were 
issued to local shops whereas in 1925-26 as much as 68 maunds and 
31 seers of chum* had been issued and the consumption in Calcutta alone 
amounted to 45 maunds 21 seers. Therefore it is uppareut that inspite 
of the increase in the price of chum* its consumption has not abated. 
In view of these figures I think he will be a Isdd man indeed who wiM 
say that the policy adumbrated in the August couimuniifuc of 1921 has 
succeeded; on the contrary I maintain that it has failed and failed 
miserably. 

Then, Sir, in the resolution under discussion Government claims 
that it has reduced the facilities for the supply of liquors and drugs. 
This is not a fact as has been shown by the figures quoted by Dr. Roy, 
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but the facilities for supply are not only not restricted but so far as the 
«ule of opium is concerned more facilities for supply are being given! 
Let me simply quote the increase in the number of licensed shops during 
the last few years. In 1921-22 the number of opium shops for retail 
vend was 820, in 1922-28, 824, in 1928-24, 882, in 1924-25, 84(i and in 
1925-20, 801 . Therefore it must be admitted that this Government is 
at least anxious to push on and is really pushing on the sale of opium. 

But the most unfortunate part of the speech that was made by the 
Hoi/ble Minister in introducing the Excise budget was the portion in 
which he took over the resjamsibility for the Government’s excise policy. 
In the statement that was made by Sir Basil Blackett in January, 1925, 
in the Legislative Assembly, he said that the provincial Minister is 
expected to formulate his policy in respect of opium consumption in 
consultation with the legislative Council, but far from taking the 
Legislative Council into confidence the Ilou’hle Mr. Chakravarti took 
upon himself all the responsibility for the present policy of the Excise 
Department. He said that if he had been convinced that the prohibi- 
tion policy was the right policy for the country then he would have 
enforced t hut policy irrespective of financial considerations. But, Sir, 
may I ask is he still a Congressman ? Does he agree with the Congress 
views? What after all is the revenue realised from opium? The 
revenue that is realised from opium does not even now exceed Ks. 45 or 
4(5 lakhs; it was something between IN. 80 and 88 lakhs even a year 
•or two ago. What was the extra amount of taxation that was imposed 
on Bengal since the Reforms? 

(Here the member reached the time-limit and resumed his seat.) 

The Hon’blt Mr. BYOMKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: I should like to 
epeuk on the motion first. 1 shall he brief. The motion is for reduction 
of the demand to the extent of IN. 1,14.000. This demand represents 
-the cost of the administrative establishment of the Excise Department, 
viz. t the Excise Commissioner, two Deputy Commissioners, one Personal 
Assistant to the Excise Commissioner, twenty-eight clerks and twenty- 
•seven petty officers. It also includes contract contingencies and other 
oout ingen t charges. 

Sir, the budget was not framed by me but it was f ruined long before 
I assumed office. The budget was there, the policy of Government 
with regurd to intoxicating liquors and dings was there and the question 
♦of a revenue of 2{ crores of rupees was also there — it was not my 
tcreation. 1 do not think my friends are of opinion that I have the 
power to stop the whole administration of the Excise Department by 
Haying “ Well, I do not want that money and Government policy is 
wrong”. Rut. Sir, this is a very much wider question. 


4 r.M. 
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At the present moment we are concerned with whether there oufttit 
to b# w» establishment. If the department be there there must be an 
establishment and that is what 1 am concerned with. I oppose this 
motion. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 1,14.000 under the head " 6A.— 
Superintendence* lie refused was put und a division taken with the 
following result : — 


Atm, Mauivi irM Md. 

A Hamad, Maulvi Aaimuddm. 

Ali, Maulvi Syad Nauahar. 

Bapahi, tabu Rwm Chandra. 

Banarjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Babu Pramatha Nath. 

Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 
laiMwrjN, Aabu Jitandralal. 

•bmi, Aabu Saai Sakhar. 

Batu, Mr. P. C. 

Biawaa, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Baaa, Babu Bajay Krishna. 

Baaa, Mr. t. C. 

Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chatlarjaa, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 
Chaudhurt, Rai Harandranath. 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Kharahad A lam. 

Oaa Oupta, Or. 4. M. 

Oatta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Dutt, Babu taral Kumar. 

Dhaaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Maqua, Kan Kmdadul. 

Haaam, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 


AVEL 


Hum In, Maulvi lyad Maqbui. 

Katam, Maulvi Abut. 

Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan tahib Maulvi Muattam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamituddin. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Maitra, Srijut Jatandra Nath. 

MukarjM, Srijut Taraknath. 

Nasksr, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Maiimuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

R shim, Sir Abdur-. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamsur-. 

Raul, Maulvi Syad Abdur. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

•attar, Mr. Abdaal Raiak Hajaa Abdaal. 
San, Babu Naaandra Nath. 

San Bupta, Mr. 4. M. 


NOEL 


Addams-Willtams, Mr. C. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kmaduddin. 
Ali, Mr. Attaf. 

Biawaa, Maulvi Abdul Latif. 

Chakra varti, tha Han’bla Mr. Byamkaa. 
Chaudhun, tha Han'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Baiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, at 
Ohanbari. 

Caban, Mr. O. 4. 

Ciapa r, Mr. C. B. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

OanaM, tha Nan’hla Mr. 4. 

Dr um man d , Mr. 4. B. 

Dull, Mr. fi. S. 

Par**ui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Parraatar, Mr. 4. Campbatl. 

Maulik, Babu Satyandra Chandra, 
•bwinavi, tha Han'bla Hadji Mr A. K. 

Abw Ahmad Khan. 

Bilahriat, Mr. A. M. 

•aanba, Rai Bahadur Badrida*. 

OaffPan, Manftvi Abdul. 

— Khaa Bahadur Maulvi Atiaul. 


Huaaatn, Maulvi Latafat. 

Jamas, Mr. P. I. 

Jannaway, Mr. 4. H. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Lahin, Mr. Baaanta Kumar. 

Laird, Mr.> R. B. 

Lataaatar, Liswtanant-c+ianat 4. C. N. 
Lttfdall, Mr. H. C. 

Ltndaay, Mr. J. H. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Maiumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunatb. 
MaCluakia, Mr. t. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mittar, Sir Pravaah Ohundar. 

Mabarfy, tba Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Handy, Maharaj Kumar Sria Chandra. 
Oatan, Mr. S. P. 

Ordtah, Mr. J. t. 

P hat pa, Mr. Travar 4. 

Philip, Mr. 4. V. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur-. 

Baikal, Mr. Praiaa a Dab. 

Ray, Babu Naaandra Narayan. 
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Nay, Maharaja 4H*4rm Nath, af Mat ar. | San, Mr. tatiah Chandra. 
Nay, Ida Han’bla Maharaja Bahadur Sfcinnar, Mr. B. A. 


Kthaunfth Chandra, al Nadia. 
Nay Cbaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Nay, Mr. S. N. 

Saabaa, Mr. P. A. 

•anyal, tabu Saahindra Narayan. 
•arkar, Nai Sahib Nabati Mahan, 
•attar, Khan Sahib Mawivi Abdua. 


Salaiman, Mawivi Muhamm ad . 

Stuart-Williama, Mr. S. C. 
Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Waadhaad, Mr. 4. A. 
Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


r i he Ayes being 45 and the Noes 61, the motion was lost. 


Mf- PRESIDENT; The time-limit is reached and I will take up the 
original motion. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 22,98,fHK) la* granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 0. — Excise ” was then put and a division called for. 


Mr # P. C. BA8U: May I ask if the popular Minister is entitled to 
ask for a division!* In England it is never done. The Treasury 
benches never ask for a division. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am not awaie of it. J think it was Mr. Dutt 
who called for the division. 1 am not Mile. I do not think the Hon’hle 
Minister rose in his place at all, although he could, in my opinion, 
rightly do so to call for a division. Any way a division was called and 
I had to allow it. 

A di\isjon was then taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Addama-Williamt, Mr. C. 

Ahamad, Mawivi Katiruddin. 

Ahmad. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. 
Ali, Mr. Altai. 

■iaaraa, Maulvi Abdul Latit. 

Chakravarti, tha Han’bla Mr. Byamkaa. 
Ohaudhuri, tha Han'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, al 
Ohanbari. 

Caban, Mr. O. 4. 

Caa par, Mr. C. Q. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. B. a. 

Oanald, tha Han'bla Mr. 4 . 

Orwmmand, Mr. 4. 0. 

Dutt, Mr. S. S. 

Paracui, Khan Bahadur K. Q. M. 
Parraatar, Mr. 4. Campbafl. 

•haah Maulik, tabu Satyandra Chandra, 
•busnavi, tha Han'bla Hadji Mr A. K. 

Abu Ahmad Khan. 

•itahrlat, Mr. N. N. 

Saanha, Nai Bahadur Badrtdaa. 

Bafran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Ha «*% Khan Bahadur Maulvi Arirut. 


Jannaway, Mr. J. H. 

Khan, Mr. Raaaur Rahman. 

Lahin, Mr. Baaanta Kumar. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Laiaaatar, Liautanant-Catanal 4. C. H. 
Liddall, Mr. H. c. 

Lindaay, Mr. J. H. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Maiumdar, Nai Bahadur dadunath. 
MaCluakia, Mr. C. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. c. 

Mittar, Sir Pravaah Chwndar. 

Mabarty, tha Han’bla Mr. A. N. 

Handy, Maharaj Kumar Srla Chandra. 
Oatan, Mr. C. P. 

Phalpa, Mr. Travar 4. 

Philip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Maulvi Atitur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Ahdwr*. 

RaikaL Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Nay, Babu H ap an d ra Harayaa. 

Nay. Maharaja Itfiadra Nath, at Malar. 
Nay, tha Han’Mt Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahauaith Chandra, at Nadia. 


Nay, Mr. g. N. 
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(MINI Mr. F. A. 

Bnnyat. Mo Bnhbindr* Nnraymn. 
tarter, Rai tel Hb Rtbui M a te *, 
tetter, Khan tehib Mvuivi AMtu. 
ten, Mr. tetiili dwan. 

Ikirnwr, Mr. S. A. 


Nteten, Mautvi M uha mma d . 

Stuart-Williamt, Mr. t. C. 
TMmpwn, Mr. W. M. 
Tram, Mr. W. L. 

W — dtead, Mr. 4. A. 
Wardvnarth, Mr. W. C. 


Moca. 


AltMl, Mautvi Ahimuddin. 

Bhfhi, Aabti Ram* Chandra, 
banarjaa, Dr. Framathanath. 
laaarjaa, Saba Framatha Nath, 
tenartaa, Mr. A. C. 
banaarjaa, tabu Jitendraiai. 

•aaw, tabu teat tehhar. 
bavu, Mr. F. C. 

•itaraa, tabu Burandra Nath. 

Bam, Babu lajay U riah na . 

Data, Mr. B. C. 

Ohahrabartty. baba Jatmdra Nath. 
Chattarjaa, Brljut Bijay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Kharvhad A lam. 

Daa Oupta, Dr. 4. M. 

Datta, baba A it hi l ctwntfra. 

Dutt, babu Bara I K u mar. 

Dhaaa, babu Amaramlra Nath. 

Hapua, Kan Emtfadul. 

Masain, Naarab Muaharruf. Khan Bahadur 


Kaiam, Maulvi Abut. 

Khan, babu Oabandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan lahib 'Maulvi Muaxtam AH. 
Khan, Maulvi TamUruddUu 
Maiti, babu Mahandra Nath. 

Maitra, Brtjut 4a«andra Nath. 

Muharjaa, Bnjut Tarahnath. 

Naikvr, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Nanmuddtn, Mr. Khvraja. 

Rahim. Sir Abd*ur>. 

Rahman, Maulvi Ihamaur-. 

Rant, Mautvi Byad Abdur. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Banhar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray. Dr. Bidhan Ohandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Banhar. 

Barkar, Babu Naliniranian. 

Battar, Mr. Abdaal Raaah Ha|aa Abdaal. 
Ban, Babu Nasandra Nath. 

Ban Qupta, Mr. 4. M. 


The A\e* being ami th»* Noe* -I l?, lh«* motion wu* carried. 

J At 4-20 p.m. thi* Council wa* adjourned ami it .re-amtemhled at 
4-40 r.M.] 

The timedimit under tin* head "0, ■ Kxei*e " having Wen reached 
the following mot ion a were not put:* — 


Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: “ That the demand of 
IU. 1 , 1 4 .CMMt under the head * HA. Excise Superintendence * In* 
reduced by He. 1 (page .48, Civil Estimate).” 


Or. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA, Babu BEJOY KRISHNA 
BOSE, Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAO and Mr. P. C. BABU: “ That 
the demand of Its. 48,000 under the head ‘ (ill. — Excise Bureau ' be 
refused (page 49, Civil Estimate I,” 


Khan Batiib Maulvi ABDUS BATTAR: ” * That the demand of 
R«. 48,000 under the head ‘ OB. — Excise Bureau ’ be reduced by He. 1 
(page 49, Civil Estimate).” 

Maulvi ABIMUDOIN AHAMAO: ” That the demand of 
Ha. 2,22,000 under the head 4 0C. — Presidency Establishment ’ be 
refused (page 40, Civil Eetimate).” 
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Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: “That the demand of 

Kb. 2,22,000 under the head ‘ 6C. — Presidency Establishment ' be 
reduced by Rs. 57,000 (page 40, Civil Estimate).” 

Maulvi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: “That the demand of 

Rs. 8,18,000 under the head ‘61). — District Executive Establishment’ 
be refused (page 41, Civil Estimate).” 

Maulvi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: That the demand of 

Rs. 2,29,000 under the head 4 6E. — Distilleries ’ be refused (page 42, 
Civil Estimate).” 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: “ That the demand of Rs. 2, 29.0(H) 
under the head 4 6E. — Distilleries ’ be reduced by Rs. 1,00,500 (page 48, 
Civil Estimate).” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI and Babu AMARENDK,' 
NATH CHOSE: “That (lie demand of Rs. 10,69,(MH) under the head 
‘ 6.— Excise— Cost of opium’ be reduced by Re. 1 (page 87, Civil 
Estimate).” 

Babu NALINIRANilAN SARKER: “That the demand of 

Rs. 22,98, 0(H) under the head ‘ 6.— Excise ’ be reduced by Rs. 1,00,(HM) 
(page 87, Civil Estimate).” 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA and Babu AMARENDRA NATH 
CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 22,98,(HH) under the head 4 6. — 
Excise ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (page 87, Civil Estimate).” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI, Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN 
KHAN, Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI, Rai JAOUNATH 
MAZUMDAR Bahadur and Khan Bahadur MAULVI EKRAMUL 

HUQ: “That the demand of Rs. 22.98,000 under the head ‘6. — 
Excise* be reduced by Re. 1 (page 87, Civil Estimate).” 


9.— Registration. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION 
(REGISTRATION) (the Hon*blo Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad Khan 
Qtliunavi) : Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, 
I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 21 .09,1 NM) be granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 9 . — Registration”. 
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Tbe expenditure is divided into two heads, M Superintendence M and 
“ District charges *\ The expenditure under ** District charge* ” has 
increased considerably this year. This increase is due in particular to 
two causes : — 

(!) payment of the a nears of rent foi JJ years to the Government 
of India for the building occupied by the Calcutta Hegist ra- 
tion Office; this amount has been estimated at He. JM.OOO; 

<^) the increase in the nite of remuneration to the extra copyist* 
in the Registration offices. 

This increase of pay has l>oen urged for many years, ami 1 am glad 
that it has fallen to my lot to lie able to find money for the lowly paid 
copyists. Their present rate of pa\ is 10 annas 8 pie* for 1,000 words in 
the sttdni registration office*; the same rate foi word* is in the mufas- 

sal registration offices. \\\» now propose to give them He, l for .1,000 
words in all office* except in Calcutta. In Calcutta we propose to pa\ 
at the rate of H*. Id foi l.tNHI word* Theie i* no doubt that this 
*mall te\ t*ion will be much appteciated b\ copyist* throughout Hengal. 

The following motion ua* called but not mo\ed : — 

Maulvi A8IMUDDIH AHAMAD: ' That the demand of lis. 80,000 
under the head ‘ 0A. — Supei inteiidence ’ be refused*'. 

Maulvi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD nimed that the demand of 
H*. Jilt, 1*1 1 .000 umiet the head “ OH.— District charge* " lie refused ( page 
dv, Civil Estimate). 

4-45 r .M. 

He addressed the Council in Bengali the English translation of 
which is a* follows: — 

“ I move this motion on the ground that this department is a cause 
of additional taxation upon the poor rural j>eoplp who huve in the daily 
transactions of their life concerning tran*fer of land and Unrowing of 
money, to pay a lot of mone\ for stamp*. By increasing stump duty, 
Government have placed a heavy burden upon them. In preparing a 
legal document concerning a little propel tv. a great portion of the value 
of it i* spent in the process. 

I am aware that the motion will lx* opposed by many of the memlrer*. 
But it remain* true, nevertheless, that it is very difficult to have any 
document registered without giving brilre* to the clerks of the registra- 
tion offiee. Secondly, Government by inereasing registration fees have 
made the people doubly loser*. It will Ire said that this department i* 
very necessary as it safeguard* the properties u f the people. If that 
is so, why have Government increa*ed duty on stamps and registration 
fees}' Is not this step calculated to be a strain ujron the resource* of the 
poor people P 
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The practice of registration of documents creates distrust amougal 
ihe members of a family and is the cause of many quarrels anc 
differences. Instead of taking this improper measure for the preserve 
tion of records, Government should have tried to foster mutual trust 
and good will. 

I know, Sir, that the village people are often unable on account ol 
their poverty to execute deeds and have them registered. This circum 
stance often leads to legal proceedings being instituted by some of the 
parties and to the consequent ruin of all the parties concerned. 

Amongst the agricultural classes in the villages transfer of land 
is an every-day practice. From this consideration at least Government 
ought to reduce registration fees. 

1 do not understand, Sir, what puipose is served by registering docu- 
ments in this country because such documents when produced in Court 
iue not accepted us proof by themselves. The writer of a particular 
■document and witnesses for the verification of registration have also to be 
produced. A\ hat is the use in such circumstance of spending consider- 
able sums of money on the registration of documents? In the case of 
poor punlnli ladies, executing deeds for which compulsory registration 
is prescribed, the whole business is u source of endless trouble and a 
cause of much useless expenditure. 

I am able, Sir, to suggest to Government a good means by which, if 
it is adopted, documents can be registered without much expense. There 
are at present union Wards or committees in almost all the districts 
of Bengal. These Wards or committees may be entrusted with the w'ork 
of registering documents at a nominal fee. This measure will ensure 
to them a regular income which they have not got at present and ulso 
diminish the hardship which the people suffer under the existing 
arrangement. It will further put an end to corrupt practices Wen Use 
the president and the members are local men who personally know the 
party approaching for registration of a document and also because they 
themselves hold their posts by the suffrage of the local people. During 
the last two years a number of forged doouments have been registered 
within my knowledge in the village adjoining mine, and the aggrieved 
parties have in some eases failed to obtain any redress from court. If 
my suggestion is acted upon there will be no occasion for such cases. 
It may also W urged in favour of my suggestion that the president's of 
union hoards Wing independent men of position are better qualified 
than sub- registrars to perform such duties, if these are entrusted to 
them. At the first instance Government might direct that petty deeds 
executed by peasants and raiyats be presented to them for registration. 

For these reasons I beg to commend my motion for the acceptance 
of the House. ° 
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Mpbi AlOL KASEM: Sir, I very much regret that I find my- 
self in • position not to be able to support my friend who has just 
moved this motion. I feel myself bound to rise and speak because 
of certain statements made by my friend, who started by saying that 
the object of his motion wa> to abolish the Registration Department. 
He says that this Registration Department is the cause of bringing about 
bad feelings between very near relatives, and it destroy* all feelings 
of trust. To him I have to say that the Registration Department, or 
the practice of registering documents, «»r even of writing them, was 
introduced when trust censed to exist, aud not that with its introduc- 
tion a feeling of distrust was t rented : when people found that without 
registering document* they could not establish their titles, the Regis- 
tration Department had to be established. True it is that under the 
Act many petty document* have to 1 h» jegistered, but l think, if it is 
an evil, it is a necessary evil. Even with the registration practice 
in vogue there are forged document*, as my friend admit*; ami 1 *ay 
that without registration the number of such document* will increase 
considerably . (*onse<|iientl\ , Sir, if is rather loo late r ti the day to 
say — we do mu want tin* He ha* made :\ practical suggestion that 
the exHiit've of tire union hoard* should he entrusted yvilli the filiation 
of registering document* ami keeping copie* of the document* yxhich 
have been registered. In fat t what he suggest* »* that the union 
iHtnrd*, in addition to the work of sanitation, local self-guv et nmenl 
and other function* which they have undertaken, should be entrusted 
with the xxoik <»{ tire Registration Department, uml they will hr* unpaid 
servants. T am afraid there i* very great danger in that. M v friend, 
a* a great nationalist, ha* very high hopes a la tut the future of this 
country, which unfortunately I am unable to share. Tie *«y# these 
people — these elected representative* of the locality — will la* above all 
suspicion, and that the officer* of the Registration Department being 
servants are liable to corruption. I wish the case had been as he thinks, 
but I am sorry T cannot agree w ith him. I do not mean to sav that the 
representative* of the people, sitting cither on the union board*, or on 
the local boards, or on the district hoard*, or on the municipal eorjHint- 
tinn, or on the legislature, are not honest, straightforward and just, but 
we have to proceed very cautiously before we entrust these people with 
power*. Fnion boards, so far a* T know, are not yet very popular 
and they have to justify themselves. The reason i* not far to seek. 
It is not the fault of the lroards alone; the fault lie* with the adminis- 
tration also; but at any rate the union board.* are not vet very* popular, 
and Government have to create union boards and union benches with 
caution, and I think caution in this matter is fully justified. T would 
certainly oppose dnv attempt to entrust these men with the wife custody 
of deeds or with the power of registering sacred documents. That 
is a thing for which the servants of the State ought to he held respon- 
sible. We know that representatives of the people like myself end 
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nay friend over there are all very good men and true, honeat anti 
straightforward, but I am afraid we may have a very high opinioi 
of ourselves, but the public outside do not share our opinion, and 
therefore, I think that we shall bt» rather doing a hazardous thin$ 
if we accept the motion of my friend and change the whole arrange 
inent about the registration of documents. I do pot deny that then 
is some corruption in the registration offices, but I believe that nex 
to the Education Department, it is the only department which cai 
be said to be the least corrupt of all other departments of Government 
many of which, if judged bv that standard, will be found to be mor< 
corrupt, and therefore it will l>e necessary to abolish them before yo\ 
uho]ish the Registration Department. No doubt registration is th< 
root of litigation, so also the judicial courts are, and therefore befori 
you nlxdish the Registration Department, you must abolish the judicia 
courts. I think my friend was not veiy serious when he moved hi 
motion, and I think he should withdraw his motion, but I trust tha 
certain broad points about the administiation which he brough 
to light will receive consideration at the hands of Government. 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi ABDU8 8ATTAR: Sir, it is very difficult t< 
understand my friend Maulvi Asimuddin Ahnniad when he moves hi 
motion No. 28(i. He probably means that the whole Department o 
Registration should Ik* abolished. He has, of course, his reasons fo: 
this suggestion : but it seems to me that he has reached a stage ii 
this world at which one can give up all sorts of worldly attractions 
and can rely on people simply on their wools of mouth. Sir, I ask 
hna he been going on in that way in his own village ? Has he eve 
had any dealings with the people of his \illage, has he ever lent ou 
money or borrowed money, on mere words of mouth? And have thosi 
promises been fulfilled? Piobabh, my friend has been thinking o 
Vtopiu, oi of what else I do not know. What nut of swuinj 1ms h< 
been thinking of when lie will have no necessity for any kind o 
document whatsoever? Of course, we all agree that in that ease al 
the registration office* could 1 h» abolished altogether. T suggest to bin 
that lie should fully work out his scheme of such a swaraj. 
friend says that the registration work can lx* entrusted to union boards 
Then more union houtds will have to be established, and as they wil 
have to incur additional expenses on this account they will require 
funds to be provided for them. T do not think that honorary worl 
only can meet the case: perhaps, my friend thinks that it may. 

Sir, there is another thing which deserves our notice. He has beei 
complaining the other day that Muhammadans are not getting thei: 
share of appointments in the Government sendees. Here is a depart 
meat in which some Muhammadans earn their bread — aome of th« 
poorest Muhammadan clerks eurn bread for their family by working 
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I £££ ' Pr0P ° Si,,0n Whi< '. b ° n * ° an '‘“PP° rt ’ “«>. therefore, 

Sir T ? # c„ H „T ,W ? M#d,j , M , r * \ K * ABU AHMiD CHUIMAVIf 

in l { , 1 M “ ne,v h - u,d wh ‘" »y friend the mover said in mov- 
»ng hi. motion F am grateful to the previous speakers for having 
given me the benefit of understanding what actually fell from (he 
mover, and they have practically met all his , mints.' From wlmt I 
!', however, it seems that the effect of this motion would 

be to shut down the Department of Registration altogether. Hut, Sir, 
the public have already recognised the need for registration, the main 
object of which is to guard against the fabrication of documents, titles, 
etc., and to provide u conclusive guarantee as to the genuineness of all 
document*. 1 In* utility of the Registration Department in, there- 
fore, apparent. I dn not think that I need say anything further on 
this motion. In n»\ opinion it should he resisted, and T, therefor** 
oppose it. * 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 20,»»,0II0 under the heud “!)H. 
District Charges " |„. refused was then put and lost. 

I he following motions were called but not moved: 

MauWi A8IMUD0IN AHAMAO: •■That the demand of 
Hs. L'n,'J!).IKKI u II dci the lieiul ' 911. --District charges ’ Ik- reduced bv 
lfs l(t.29,(N>0 i page 52, Civil Estimate). " 


Maulvi SHAM8UR RAHMAN: •• Tim. the demand of 11.. 2<I,2!».IKNI 

umlci the head !•». Di.tii, i , hinges ' I (bleed bv He. I <p„ K ,. f,o 

Civil K'stiioatci 


,1 R . , , i re. A u ° UMA . TH MAZUMDAR 8«badur: •• That the demand of 
IK *1.MUMN) under the head * U.- Registration * he reduced hv He 1 
ifmge .51, Civil Estimate!.’ 1 

D f . PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Sir, may I move the motion 
standing in the name of Maulvi Sham«ur Rahman in hi* absence? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have already declared it ns not moved, and 
I am afraid you cannot move it. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BAMERJEA: May I then speak on th. 
general demand? 
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Hr# PRESIDENT: Yes, Dr. Banerjea, you have my permission 
to do so. 


Or. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Sir, in connection with the 
demand for grant under “Registration”, I wish to discuss only one 
point, namely, the raising of registration fees. • Nearly two years ago, 
the registration fees were considerably raised by Government by a single 
stroke of their pen. Now, was this right? The Indian Registration 
Act, it is true, gives the Government of Bengal the power to fix the 
fees for the registration of documents, but this Act was passed at a 
time when responsible government had not been thought of in this 
province. (A Voi< K : It has not been established yet.) Now that a 
partial and very ineffective and unsatisfactory system of responsible 
government has been established (Question, Question!) well, I will not 
say “responsible” (Cries of “irresponsible”) very well, a partial, and 
unsatisfactory system of irresponsible government has been established 
in the province, and that this department is under the control of a 
Minister — popular Minister CV Vojck: Alleged) — popular or alleged to 
be popular, whatever it may be, now that this department is under the 
control of a Minister, U it right that registration tees should be 
increased without consulting the legislature? 

Then, there is another point which uiises in this connection. About 
Rs. |*J lakhs was added to the annual revenue of Government by the 
enhancement of registration fees. How has this sum been spent 
during the last two years? 
f> l\M. 

So far as I know all this money has been frittered uwa\ on various 
schemes instead of the whole sum having been devoted to a particular 
purpose, say the promotion of primary education or the improvement 
of sanitation. As nothing of this sort has been done, I raise my voice 
against the demand. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: In supporting this lmdion 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V ou cannot support or oppose any motion: you 
arc now speaking on the general demand, 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: In opposing the general demand 
and in supporting Dr. Banerjea I need refer to the increase of the 
registration fees only. The registration fee has been increased and it 
is said that Government has got power under the Act to fix the rater*. 
Well, whim Government has got power to fix the rates generally and 
if any increase is made against the interests of tbe people it is the 
incumbent duty of the Government to consult the people whom such 
increase will affect. Government has done nothing of the kind. I 
want to remove the impression of the House that the power given under 
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the A#t doe* authorise the Government to increase the fees whenever 
and In whatever shape they like. If they .were decreasing the fee« in 
exercise of that power nothing can be said against them, hut when 
they increase the fees they have* to consider # that the poor people, the 
agriculturists, are affected thereby. Government, who consider them* 
selves to be the aelf-appointed trustees of the agric ulturists, owe an 
explanation as to why they thought of increasing the registration fees 
without at all consulting the people or the legislature in this matter. 
It is an unconstitutional procedure and it is a procedure which at once 
shows that Government is irresponsible and cannot claim the* coiiNidera* 
tion of the people in this matter. I think the time is up and I would 
not say anything more. 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: Sir, there were two motions asking for a 
token cut of Re. 1. Uni Jadunath Murumdar Bahadur did not move 
motion No. *J8S which stands in hi* name and Maulvi Shamstu Rahman 
left the House for some urgent business asking me to move on his 
behalf motion No. which stands m his name. Sir, I want vour 
permission to move it formally. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : V ou could not catch in v eve at the right moment. 

I have alreadv "aid that the* motion was not moved. Will you kindly 
resume your scat Y 

The motion that a sum of IN. 'J 1.0! MM Ml be granted for expenditure 
under the head “It Regulation ’* was then put and agreed to. 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: 1 ask for a di ri.inn. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V ou are again late, Mr. Kasetn. You cannot 
now c all for a division as I have already given my verdic t. 


31.— Education (Transform!)* 

MINISTER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (t*w 
Hontila Mr. Byoitikas Chakravarti): On the recommendation of Hi* 
Excellency the Governor 1 move that u sum of Rs. l,ld,Kf»,000 lie 
granted for expenditure under the head “ <il.- — Education (Transferred) ”, 
At the outset let rue explain that these budget estimates were prepared 
by Government a considerable time before I took office, oo, as Minister, 
I am in no way responsible for the proposals. Accordingly my remarks 
will be confined to calling attention to the principal points of interest 
in the estimates now' placed l**fore you. 

In accordance with the agreement reached last year we continued 
the recurring grant which was given to stabilise the finances of the 
Post-Graduate Department of Calcutta Cnivemity. The decreaae in the' 



394 DEMANDS NOR GRANTS. [22nd Mae. 

total grant to this University is due to the capital grant of Rs. 1,95,000 
given last year to complete the Asutosh Building. 

The Imperial balances which were put to the credit of Dacca Uni- 
vemity at the start of, the Reforms are exhausted but recurring 
expenses are provided for by the statutory grant of Rs. 5J lakhs, while 
one lakh has been inserted to start two capital w : orks,' the Muslim Hall 
and the completion of the sewerage scheme for the University. 

In the Financial Statements are to be found the main items for new 
expenditure on Arts colleges of which I may mention only the two 
most important, (1) provision for the re-organisation of the teaching 
staff of the Presidency College, and (2) new and increased grants-in 
aid to noii-Governmeut colleges. As the Council knows the numbers 
of students at the Presidency College have been raised and the fees 
increased and we are taking the opportunity of introducing long-desired 
improvements in the teaching in that college. Non-Government 
colleges also need our consideration und help and with the money 
provided the Director of Public Instruction will be able to give relief 
in many directions. 

With regard to secondary schools, there are two points which 
speciulh call for attention. One is the provision «f Rs. 1,50, (I0() for 
increased grants-in-nid for the pay of teachers m non-Government 
secondary schools. The Council will remember how two years ago a 
grant of It-*. *1 lakhs was made for this purpose. Jt\ tin* judicious use 
of tl»is grant Government were able to secure from the managing 
committees of the schools extra leeeipts foi the pa> of teat hers amount- 
ing to over Rs. 2 lakhs so that the provision of Rs. lakhs by Govern- 
ment enabled the pay of these teachers in secondary schools, who are 
admitted to In* lowly paid, to h»» raised by Rs. '» lakhs. By the grant 
Df this extra lakh and a half it is expected that the teachers will ugain 
benefit to a much greater extent than the mere lakh and a half now pro- 
vided. 

Half u lakh has again been provided for the introduction of a 
provident fund .scheme for secondary school teachers. The rules in 
connection with this fund have presented considerable ditto ulties but 
are now nearly complete. 

In primary education we continue the policy of the last three years 
of allotting some more money for the Biss scheme and of making greater 
provision for the pay of primary school teacher*, for which an addi- 
tional sum of Rs. 2.70,000 has been provided. Such n provision, 
although it will give relief to these most lowly paid persons in the 
teaching profession, is of course only an infinitesimal amount compared 
with what ought to be provided if funds were available. The numbers 
of children and teac hers in this branch of educatinu are so enormous 
that no real advance can W made until greater funds on a very much 
bigger scale can l>e provided. 
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Under the head ** 31 E ” a start is being: made with a comprehensive 
scheme of physical education in secondary schools, The report of thlT 
Public Health Committee of the University ami the general interest 
shown in this subject in the public press and otherwise fully justify — 
if just ificat ion were needed — u large move forward in this important 
matter. It is useless to educate boys who enter on their life's work 
more or less physically untit for hard work. By the scheme now intro* 
dured it is hoped to impart organised and thorough physical education 
in all Government schools, and to help non-Government schools in this 
direction also. 

Under head “31 B” a start is being made with the scheme for 
introduc ing an agricultural bias into selected middle and high schools. 
A total of Ks. 12/»00 is included under this head foi the pui pose, and 
provision is also made* in connection with the scheme in the budget of 
the Agriculture Department. 

Sir, I now sum in a line what 1 have said. The problem of education 
in Bengal is a verv -erious one. Then* is the question of 1 niversity 
education, theie is the question of secondary education and there is 
the question of primary education and furlhei there is the question of 
vocational training. Apait tiom all this theie i*« the* claim that is 
made for the* member* of two gieat communities for education in Arabic 
and Sanskrit Apart from that we haw* to consider the question of 
female edmution both foi the members of tire Hindu and Muhammadan 
communities. Now the problem is an enormous one and funds are 
very veiv limited, and 1 think a serious attempt ought to be made as 
fai as funds allow to ruin out these hemes. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. d.H-f,9H4 under the head "31A.- Education < Transferred) 
— University — < irant* to Calcutta University M be reduced b\ Re. 1. 

Sir, at the* very outset I wish to draw the attention of this House* 
to the changes brought about tn the University during the last few 
months. For many vents in the past the University has successfully 
resisted all attempts on the part of the Government t * * dominate the 
University, but since the appointment of the present Vice-Chancellor, 
the University has become a limb of the bureaucracy. The appoint- 
ment of the present Vice-Chancellor was designedly made with a view 
to secure this end. The Vice-Chancellor* in the past who had held 
eminent position* either in public life or in the service of the Govern- 
ment had always maintained the independence of the University. But 
the present Vice-Chancellor, who has been brought into Bengal from 
outside, with prejudices against tfye University and who had not 
ecrupled to call the members and teachers of the University as 
44 Byzantine eunuchs, sycophants, plagiarists and sluggards ,f , has 
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entered into a conspiracy with the givers of his office, the Secretary 
of the Government, and the Director of Public Instruction, to officialise 
the administration of the Univeisity. Is it conceiveable, Sir, that at 
the present day the University should consist of members, 80 per cent, 
of whom are nominated by Government and only 10 per cent, elected? 
The reconstitution of the University on elective principles is long over- 
due. But the present Vice-Chancellor has enabled the Secretary and 
the Director of Public Instruction to adopt a retrograde policy and to 
stabilize the position of Government in the University. This trio hold 
a conspiracy in Ihe dark corners of the Secretariat and on two recent 
occasions within the last four months when the members of the Univer- 
sity, 80 per cent, of whom aie nominated, were about to elect their 
representatives on the executive body and also to constitute the 
different faculties the Director of Public Instruction took the unusual 
step of summoning to his office the officials and many of the nominated 
members so that the votes might be east in a particular way. This 
dumb-driven cuttle with the exception of one or two members who had 
the courage of their convictions curried out the behests of the Govern- 
ment and with what result ? Three non-officials, one of them being 
an c.r- Vice-Chancellor who hud been a member of the Syndicate for the 
last y. r > years, were replaced by two officials and another non-official who, 
though not trusted by the people, has always claimed a monoply of. 
Government patronage. The Director of Public Instruction now rules 
supreme in the Syndicate with both of his assistants and the principals 
of all the three Government colleges in Calcutta and the Government 
now boasts of a majority in the Syndicate — an end which was never 
realised within recent memory. The fiat has gone forth that any dis- 
obedience of the Government party will incur the displeasure of the 
Government and will involve the loss of re-appointment in the Senate. 
Mr. G. C. Bose and Dr. Briihl — the former the principal of one of the 
biggest non-Government colleges in Calcutta and who was a member 
of the Senate for about twenty years and the latter a University pro- 
fessor and an t\r - Registrar of the University — have incurred thio dis- 
pleasure and they do not now enjoy seats in the Senate. Even the 
re-appointment of Sir P. C. Roy was held bac k and it was only after 
the Syndicate had entered a strong protest that the Government ulti- 
mately reappointed him as a member of the Senate. Wisdom and 
experience art 1 not now regarded as assets of any value in appoint- 
ments to the Senate and the claims of the senior teachers are often 
ignored so that room may be found for juniors in Government service 
who may be requisitioned as whips of the Government party. Non- 
Government colleges under Indian administration are wholly ignored 
and there art* only two members in the Senate out of a total which 
exceeds 100. representing these colleges. The recent nominations have 
been lurgely urban and the Government colleges have reaped a rich 
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banreet. I do not blame the present Hon’ble Minister for all theae 
acta but we ahull watch his activities in these matters to which I have 
drawn his attention. The reconstitution of the Senate is the one matter 
to which the Hon'hle Minister *aud this House should immediately 
turn their attention. The Sadler University Tom mission, which was 
brought inio exigence for the benefit of the Calcutta University and 
which involved the expenditure of Rs. 17 lakhs of public revenue, 
finished its labours eight years ago. Most of the Indian Universities — 
Dacca, Allahabad, Madras, and all the new Indian Universities of 
Lucknow*, Delhi, Nagpur and Rangoon have accepted and adopted the 
recommendations of that Commission and have reconstituted the 
Senate on democratic lines as indicated by that Commission but the 
Government of this province has been guilty of culpable negligence. 
The teac hers as such do not enjoy any franchise yet in the Semite and 
the microscopic minoiitv of ten elected members in the* Senate is a 
shame to this piovince and to this Government. Government has also 
adopted a retiograde poliry in appointing the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment and the Cnncipal of the* Presidency College as t\r-njficto follows 
in place of two of the Ifon’bb* Ministers. The appointment of the 
Secretary may be lustified but there is absolutely no rcu-on whs the 
Ptincipul of the I’lesidenev College should enjoy this pre-eminence over 
the Principals of other colleges. Vice-Chancellors of Indian Cniver- 
sities are now elec ted or aie c hosen fiom a panel and it was only in 
Calcutta that it war* possible to apjwunt a Vice-Chancellor notwith- 
standing a strong protest by the Syndicate and the outgoing Vice- 
Chancellor. 

There is a section in the community who may, for the present, 
suspend their judgment ujmui the piesent Rouble Minister. The 
Ilonlde Mr. Chaktavaiti has taken upon himself the task and the 
resjHmsibility of his ne w office. Ia»t us watch and sec if he justifies 
his ow n choice. 

6-lft I’ M. 


Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MUTER: Sir, my friend Habu 
Munmatha Nath Roy's sjceech, if shorn of its digressions, reduces itself 
mainly to three jaunts tl) ujijsmitmcnt of Fellows, <2) ajijHiintment 
of the Vice-Chancellor, and <3> why the Calcutta University Com- 
minion’s recommendations have not been given effect to in Bengal. 

An regards the appointment of Fellows, my friend Mr, Roy knows 
very well that under the present Ac t that is the gift of the Chancellor, 
Neither the Government nor the Minister has anything to do with it. 


Mil MANMATHA NATH ROY: On a point of order, Sir. U 
not the Vice-Chancellor consulted? 
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Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs I repeat it is the gift of the 
Chancellor. It is, however, open to the Chancellor to take advice 
either from the Vice-Chancellor or the Director of Public Instruction 
or Babu Manmatha Nath Roy anybody he chooses, but my point 
is 


Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Is it not the tradition that the 
Chancellor always takes advice from the Vice-Chancellor? 

Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER ' MITTER: 1 say from my own 
experience since my friend is so curious on this point that the 
Chancellor always consults the Vice-Chancellor but he consults others 
also and 1 know many instances where the Vice-Chancellor’s recom- 
mendations have been overruled. 

But my point, Sir, is that it is open to my friends opposite to 
co-operate with the Minister to frame an Act which will he a suitable 
Act according to their views. It is rather inconsistent that they will 
refuse that co-operation with the Minister and criticise the Minister 
not for his own acts but tor the acts of the past Government. And 
what was t hat past Government a reserved Government brought 
amongst others by my friend Mr. M. N. Roy. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Nobody has ever refused 
any co-operation as Sir Provash Chunder Mitter says. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You can go on, Sir Provash 

Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: It my friends opposite want 
» good Cniversity Act it is up to them. It is up to them even to-day 
to offer their suggestions and to co-opeiate with the Minister. (Inter- 
ruptions.) Am I not to l>e allowed to go on without any interruption? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! I cannot allow such interrup- 
tions. The member is entitled to a patient hearing. 

Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, it is a question too 
important to this province to }>e made a toy of party polities. I hope 
and trust that my friends opposite will do their utmost to make the 
University worthy of the province. 

Now, Sir, as regards the appointment of the Vice-Chancellor I 
hold no brief either from Government or from the Vice-Chancellor. 
But assuming that the present Vice-Chancellor is not what my friends 
would like him to be is that any reason to criticise the Hon'ble 
Minister. 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: On a point or order, 
Sir. The mover has not critioised the Ron'ble Minister. That is 
in Sir Provash Chunder Mitter's imagination. 

• 

B*U MANMATHA NATH ROY: I made it dear that I did not 
take the Hon'ble Minister to task hut I brought to the notice of the 
Hon’ble Minister certain facts so that he may take proper action in 
the future. 

Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I could not hear what 
Rai Harendranath Chaudhuti and Rabu Man mat ha Nath Roy said. 
As I did not hear them I should like to fjo on in my own wuy. 

About the Calcutta Cni verity Commission there a^ain i# the ques- 
tion as to how tlie reforms can lx* jLriven effect to in the future. It 
is no ^rood comparing Rental with the other provinces. It is no good 
com paring Rental with its deficit ot two crores ami odd with other 
provinces with a surplus ot a crore or more. What is more, during 
the last three years we had a i oust itutioie when* the repn*sentutives 
of the people had no voice. However, my object is to get things done. 
Whatever the past conduct ot the man uud parties might have Iwn 
let us all leant b\ exjHTiem e, profit h\ expel lence. 1x4 us try to do 
our best with the limited tesoitncs we have and if all sections of this 
House, irrespective ot community, iriesjicctive of political parties, 
will onl\ agiee with me in holding that this is a \ei\ important sub- 
ject and is a subject in which the contribution* of what is Iwst in this 
House is impeiatnel\ necessary I am sure we shull la* able to do 
something which will leave a lusting mark cm the educational land- 
mark in Rengal. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-30 c.M. on Wednesday, 
the 23rd March, 1927, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 23rd March, 1927, at 2-30 r.M. 


Present: 

The Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emamdmn Ahmed) in 
the Chair, the four Hon ’hie Members of the Executive Council, the two 
Hon ’hie Ministers and 10-1 nominated and elected members. 


8tarred Question 

(to which oral answer was given). 

Devolution of powers upon the appointment of District Inspectors 

of Schools. 

*55. Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZI1UL HAQUE: Will the lion hie 
Minister in chaise of the Department of Education he pleased to state 
whether any devolution of jwwers has been made consequent upon the 
appointment of District Inspectors of Schools to the Bengal Educational 
Services ¥ 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon'ble Mr. Byomkes Chakravarti): The matter has been under the 
consideration of Government for some time. No formal devolution of 
power has been yet made, but owing to the increase of work in the 
department, District Inspector are Wing utilised for certain work such 
as the inspection of high schools which formerly did not fall upon them. 


Unstirred Questions 

(answers to whioh were laid on the table). 

Alleged exodus of students from the Dacca University, 

131. Nawab KHWAJA HABIBULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware that since 
the Board for Secondary and Intermediate Education was constituted 
in Dacca quite a large number of students have gone away from the 
Dacca schools and colleges ? 

(b) If so, will the Government make a statement on the subjectf 
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(#) Will the Government further state if the Government intend 
taking any steps to stop the exodus of students? 


Thi Han’ bln Mr. BYOMKES* CHAKRAVARTI: (<i) The figures of 
attendance during the Inst five years at Dacca schools and colleges do 
not support the suggestion that a large number of students have gone 
away from Dacia schools and colleges. 

( h ) and (c) do not arise. 


Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to inform the House what are the actual figures, when they were 
taken and by whom? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BY0MKE8 CH AKRAVARTI : 1 must ask for fresh 
notice. 


Education of girl*. 

132. Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: ml Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education lx* pleased to state whether 
Government intend taking steps for the spread of education amongst 
girls*: 

(h) If the answer to (a) i«» in the atfirmal i\ e, will the Hon'lde Minis* 

he pleased to state whethei the Government .ire considering the 
desirability of establishing flee model schools (Ixdh primary and middle 
English) m ^elected Milage cehties entirely staffed hy female teachers? 

tc) Will the Hon’ble Mitiistei l»e also jdeased to state whether the 
Government have taken un\ steps to recognise the services of organisers 
and financiers of tree giiN’ schools? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: (a) Yes, within the 

limits of funds available. 

(ft) Government will considct th** suggestion, though the difficulties 
especially as regards staffing ai«* considetahle. 

(<*) Yes, #*.</., the Xari Shiksha Sumity receive* a grant for the 
ttchools under its control. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister lie 
pleased to inform the House what is the amount available for the spread 
of education among girls and if in the opinion of the Hon’hle Minister 
it i* considered sufficient. 

Tbi Hon'bM Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: T cannot tell you 
off- baud. 
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Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister b 
pleased to state whether the Government is making suitable arrangemen 
for the education of Muslim girls? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: I sincerely hope s 
but I cannot make a promise. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased t 
state as to how much is received by the Nan Khiksha Samity and for wha 
schools? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: I must ask fo 
fresh notice of the question. 

Arul “ Bil ” project 

133. Maulvi 8YED ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble Membe 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(i) what progress lias Wen made in the “ Arul Bil Drainag 

Project M in the district of Jessore; and 

(ii) what portion of the work still remains to be done? 

(b) If any work remains to be done, what action, if any, has bee’ 
taken to complete it, and when is it likely to be completed? 

(c) What is the total estimated cost of the workP * 

(J) What is the value of the work done each year during the las 
five years? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (til 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyd Nswab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur 
Of Dhanbari). (r/) (0 The work is practically completed and the* sluic 
has Wen in operation for several years. 

(ii) A small channel connecting two interior (tils. 

(h) The work will be completed before the coining monsoon. 

(c) Its. 1,95,002. 

(ft) Up to March 1922 Its. 1,00.925; 1922-23 Its. 35,532; 1923-2 
and 1924-25 Its. t- >8,217 (credit); and 1925-20 Its. 144. 

Paper-Book Department, auditing of accounts of. 

134* Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: AVill the Hon’ble Membe 
in charge of the Judicial Department W pleased to lay on the table i 
statement showing the results (deficit or surplus) of the auditing of th 
High Court account in the Paper-Book Department, Appellate 8id« 



|92tJ QUESTIONS. 40J 

each year from 1921 to 1926, showing the receipt* am) expenditure icr 
each of the said year*. 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hofl’blc 
Mr. A. N. Moborly) : The revised scheme for the Pa|>er-Hook Depart- 
merit only came iyto operation from July . 1922. 

The accounts were examined by an auditor at the beginning of 19211 
and showed an excels of expenditure over receipts of some Its. 84,000. 
The workiug of the department is however complicated, and the system 
of accounts maintained wu> such that it was necessary to work on a 
series of averages and estimates which left a very wide margin of 
possible trior. 

A new system of account** was introduced, since when the accounts 


for 1 92*1-24 and 1925-20 have been amlited. These -how 

11123 24. h*2«-2<t. 

IN. Rs. 

Expenditure on establishment 4-1.428 49,0**18 

Contingencies t No separate account) 1 ,,S85 

Receipts to! work uitunlh done dining 
the year . 41 .KM 46,198 

Ext ess of cxpemliture o\ er receipts 1 ,598 4,725 

* Bibu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Ilon’ble Member in 


charge he pleased to state when, how, and under what circumstances the 
demand tor the Paper- Book Department became rion-votahle although 
It was \ otahle lie fore t* 

Mr. H. C. LIDDELL: In April, 192*1, a <|ue**tion was raised by the 
Double t 1 m- Chief .1 list ire ;e to whether the salaries of the ilciks and 
other ministei nil oftnei** of the High Court should not la* held to come 
within the provision of section 7‘2i) i ■>') i m) on the ground that under 
clause t S of Letters Patent the Chief Justice had authority to ap|Kiint 
as many and sin h clerks and other ministerial officers u- shall he found 
necessary for the administration of justice, and that these clerks were 
under the I/etters Patent to receive such reasonable salaries as the Chief 
Justice shall upfHunt and the Governor-Genera) in Council shall approve. 
Hie matter was referred to Ilis Excellency the Governor whose* decision 
on a jmint of that nature is under the law final and, as Sir Alal-ur- 
Rahim }>ointed out in his speech in this Council in March, 1925, legal 
opinion was taken arid there was a very considerable discussion. Eventu- 
ally His Excellency' decided on the 8th November, 1924, that these 
salaries were expenditure within the meaning of section 721) U3) (ui) 
of the Government of India Act. When the budget for 1925-26 was 
framed all salaries which fell within the terms of the lietter* Patent 
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were dealt with as non-voted and among these there fell the salaries 
of clerks and other ministerial officers who had been appointed by the 
Hon’ble the Chief Justice and who were employed in the Paper-Book 
Department. The general question had been raised and had been decided 
on a general basis and the results which ensued or which were likely 
to ensue from the decision w'ere not considered until long after the 
decision w r as made. The particular case of Paper-Book Department 
was not mentioned during the discussion and its withdrawal from the 
vote of Hie Council was an incidental result of the main decision. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEA: This is interesting legal 
discussion. Did it originate with the Chief Justice or in the Secretariat? 

Mr. H. C. LIDDELLS I have nothing to add to my answer. The 
question was ruised by the Hon’ble the Chief Justice. 


Patni taluks in Noakhali district. 

135. Maulvi MOHAMED 8ADEQUE: »„) Will trie Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) he 
pleused to lay on the tuble a statement showing 

(») the amount of revenue and cess paid to Government by each 
of the zamindars in the district of N -akhali; 

(»■’) the area of land under each of the zamindars; 

(Hi) the amount of rent and cess each of the zamindars realises 
from the tenure-holders and tenants under them; 

(!»•) the number of patni taluks under each of the zamindars; 

(v) how many patni taluks* or portions thereof were sold for arreais 
under the provision of Regulation VIII of 1 HID each year 
during the last ten years; and 
(ri) what was the amount of arrears in each such case? 

(b) Will the Ifon’ble Member be pleased to state the prevailing 
rate at which patni taluks are sold in the said district? 

(o'* What i* the amount of net annual income (total rents realised 
from under-tenants minus the Government revenue and cess) of each 
of the taluks mentioned in (o) tr)? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (tha Hon' bit Maharaja Kfhaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur, 
Of Nadia): (<i) <i) to Or) There are 1,707 revenue paying estates in 
Noakhali. The information asked for is contained in the record-of- 
rights which extends to about 0X0.000 pages, and it is impossible to 
summarise the information in a form which can be laid on the table 
of the House. 
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( 41 ) (t>) and (ri) A statement is placed below. 

(5) There is no prevailing rate. 

(c) The information is spread over the record -of -rights, and cannot 
be condensed without an amouift of labour and expense which Govern- 
ment do not consider would Im* justified. The Final Settlement Heport 
of the district pives au analysis of the most important statistics avail- 
able from the reoord-of-riphts. 


Statement referral to in the rcglg to claus* s (a) (r) anti (ci) of unstarred 
question .Vo. Idd. shorn ng pat ni taluks sold under Regulation V1 11 
of IS 19 and arrears in each ease during the last ten gears. 


Number y^T- 

Number 
of putnl 
Ultik* 
•old 

Amount In rarti cw (In rtlj* , «*ii only). 

1 0 X 6- i T 


H* 5. 9 9. 2, 3. 4. 0, 14, 4. 5 2. 2. ft, 2. 5, 4. 1. 2. 2. 3. ft, 2, 2. 2. 

1 3. 1 047. \H. 43. ft. 3 2. 4. ft, 9ft. 5. 3ft. fll, 10, 12, 4. 4, 0, SO, 
3. ft. 9ft, 3. 4, 4, 42, IS, 44. 9. S. ft, 1. 6. 

10IT-1M 


ft* 17. 3. 2, 4, 2. It. ft. ft. II, 74 45, 43. 5. 23, 7, 4. 1 1. 4. 38, 19, 7, 
15 307. 2ft. ft, 34. 15. ft», 2ft ft 5. ft, l« 41, 32, 7, 9. |ft. 4, 12. 6. ft, 
21. ft, 43 17. 12. 3. 2, ft. in. ftft, 12, 4, ft.lft, 25, 7, ft, 5. ft, 3. 4A. 
2, 1ft. IQ 22 I ft 1ft. 12. X 3, 15. 113. 3ft. 1ft. 27, 3, ft. 2, 7, 8, 4, 
4. 4, ft, 13 

aoiK.10 

; 

K* 39, 14. an 19. 17, in, 7. 10, 3. 12. 22. SI. ft. 35. 43, ftft. 21. W, 

23, 12. II, 14. 42. ftft. 20 224. •*'», 293. 79. ft?. 8, ft. ft. 21, 49, 10, 

4. 13. ft. 5. ft, 4. 4rt, 19. 11, 2ft. 23. 30. (10, ft. «7. 54. 3, ft, 232. 3, 

9, 9, 11, H. 4. 5. ft, 3. 7, ft, 31. 25. 7. 7. 21, ft. 4. 4, Oft, 23. 29, 12, 

42. 19, 11 3ft, 12. 2. ft, 1ft. 1, 3. ft. 

191 9-20 

1 IW 

K» 24. 19. 9, 42. ft. ft. ft, ft. 7. 12. 23. 17, ft, 95. IS, 9. 9. M. ft. 1*. 8, 
13, ft. 7, 13, 3ft. 2ft. 7. 7, 12ft, 147, 17, 81. 07. 21. 82, 22, 3. 22, 3, 
22. 72, 29. ft. 17. 2, 7. 21. ft. 4. 12. 1ft, 15, 49, 2fl, 22, 4. ft, 23, ft, 
1«, 21, 7ft, ft. 1ft. II. 3. 40. go, 1ft. 

im 1 

34 

K» 12. 12ft, 12, to. It), ll. 42. 11. 72. 232, 11. 3. 22. 8. 17, 50, 7, 
49, 2. 12. 57. 31. ft. 6, 3, ft, 31, 1ft, ft. 9, 23, 27, 21, ft. 


30 

R* 5. 5. 14. 123. 1ft. IP. 10. 49, 4. 32. 42, 1& 9. 50. 4, 11, 6, 9, 4, 
3. 35, 11, ft, 3. 11. 24. 42. H 117, 16. 

1922-23 

| '• 

IU 34, 24, ft, 35. 715, 12. ft, ft. 15, 9, 7, 7, 1 1, ft, 5, 5, 7, 5. 5, b, ft, 
ft. 5 5, 6, 6, ft, ft, 10. 7. 7, 9. 6, 22. 27. ft, 19. 4ft. 25, 196, ft, 134, 
49. 7, ft. 24, A3. 179. A«. ft, ft, 3, 5. 43, ftft. 22. ft, 2ft, 7, 97, 19, ]«, 
ft. ft. 124, 3, 9, S, 9, 24, 4. 33. 

1943-24 

26 , 

R* 19, 17, 6, 7. 75). 5, 3, ft, 49. 4, 20. ft, 14, 10, ft 7, 3, 3, 25, *2, 
435, 11, 5, 139, S, 3. 

1944-23 

41 

llx. 17. 24. 27. 1 11, 15, 23, 30. 27, 1ft, 32, IS, 29, 40, 87, 21. S3, 22, 
194. 9, 4, 102, 5, 20, 9, 7, 104, 27, SI, 390. 4, 24, 12ft. 11, 24, 4, 0, 
ft, 13, 2ft, 2fl, 101. 


54 

1U. 11, 4, 13. 6, 3, 60, IS, 17, 3, 4, 24, ft3. *7, 19, 52. 13, £2, 12, ft, 
3, 9. ft, 14. 6, 8, 22, SO. 7. 14, 40, !2», 24, 433, 173, 3ft, ft, «, »», 
14, 9, S, 16, 4ft, 7, 6, 4, 4, 7. ft, 6, 12, 10, 7. 
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Maulvi MOHAMED SADEQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge be pleased to state if the taluks are sold in the district of 
Koakhali by private sale? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: I have no information on the matter. 


Alleged tension of feeling between landlords and tenants 
of Bhuluaya Zamindari. 

136. Maulvi MOHAMED 8ADEQUE: Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department 1 h* pleased to state whether he is 
uwure of the tension of feeling that prevailed between the Bhuluaya 
ram in dais and the Muslim tenants and tenure-holders under them 
over the question of cow-killing within the zamindari? 


MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. N. MOBERLY): I am not aware of any such tension. 


Local Board election from Cournadi Thane. 

137. Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: With reference to the 
reply given to clause {a) of uiistarred question No. 48 on the 23rd 
February, 11127, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of 1/Hal Self-Government be pleased to state who was respon- 
sible for the irregularity with reference to the election of members 
to the laical Board from the Gournadi Thana? 


MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad Khan 
Chlltvtavi): The irregularity which the Additional District Magistrate, 
found proved was that one of the successful candidates had been proposed 
by a non-voter; for this the candidate and his supjwrters must be beld 
responsible. 
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GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

Dtmtnds for grwti. 

31. — Education (Transforrod). 

* Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin 
Ahmad): We shall now resume the discussion on motion No. 291. 

2-45 p.m. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I just begun yesterday by 
saying that after wanting three precious years — 1921-1923 -in Minis- 
terial wild goose chase, Sir Provash Chandra Milter has now 'come 
* forward with a suggestion as to what we should or should not do in 
shaping legislation for the University. He did not stop to enquire 
what fell from my triend, Mr. Manmatha Nath Hoy; he did not care 
to listen all that was said by him. he found that there was a one-rupee 
cut projwised and it was being moved by a (’(ingress member and he at 
once jumped to the conclusion that it must Ih* a motion of censure on 
the Ministry. And so, Sir Prnvash, the Minister of yesterday and 
the Minister-makei of to-day, lias hastened to say that the Minister 
is not at all to blame. He at once stood upon his legs and went into 
a defence of the Minister. Hut my friend. Mr. Hoy, was particular 
in sa\ ing that he did not hold the present Minister resjMitisihle for all 
that was happening in connection with the Calcutta University. Yet. 
that did not save him from tin* criticism, ill-informed to it was, of 
my friend. Sir Prova*di. Sir Provash has given us an advice t/rutu r. 
Hut, Su, tlie public of Henga] have \et to know what was Sir Proviodl 
Mitter’s achievement as the Minister for Education during the yearn 
1921-23. How was it, Sir, that after pocketing Hs. (i4,(MMt per annum 
he did not seriously consider it worth his while to bring forward a Hill 
to amend the ('ah uttu University Act; how was it that he could not 
muture a legislation to widen and enlarge the constitution of the 
Calcutta University*' Was In* so much engaged in plotting in high 
company to bring about the ruin of the Cab utta Univeisity, to rob it. 
of its freedom, to starve it to submission that lie had absolutely no time 
to undertake legislation for the Calcutta University? I do not forget. 
Sir, that a Hill was on his anvil, hut what was it? It was certainly 
not a Bill on the lines suggested by the Sadler Com mission, it was a 
Hill to extern! the jaiweis of the I/ical Government over the University 
finances It was a Hill which in short wanted to officialise the Calcutta 
University. That, Sir, was his only achievement in connection with the 
administration of the Calcutta University while he was Minister. But 
probably I am doing him some injustice — I urn probably forgetting that 
be did some thing more — he at least inspired two Hills which rained 
indignant protest throughout the length and breadth of the country. 
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Sir, who was it that presided over the protest meeting of the Calcutta 
citizens? It was no less a person than the present Minister in charge 
of Education. IIow did he characterise these two Bills? He charac- 
terised them as Bills simply “ to officialise the Calcutta University ” — 
“ Bills highly prejudicial to the Educational interests of Bengal ” — 
I am sure I am quoting his exact language. And what was the* reso- 
lution that was passed at that very meeting over which he presided. 
Well, Sir, the resolution ran as follows: — 

“ Whereas in the opinion of the public meeting of the citizens of 
Calcutta the two University Bills proposed to be placed before the 
Legislative Council by Messrs. Jutindra Nath Basu and Suremlra Nath 
Mallik are calculated — 


' (a) to destroy the autonomy of the Calcutta University and convert 
it into a subordinate department of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion ; 

(b) to alter the fundamental character ot the University having 
for its sole object the ad\aiicement of learning; 


(c) to deprive (lie University of the pioml position as the custodian 
of the sacred cultural life of the Bengali people; and 

(<f) to cripple the usefulness of the University and kill its high 
promise to occupy not only the position of the premier 
University in India hut to take its place and rank amongst 
the advanced modern universities of the world.. 


This meeting therefore enters its most emphatic protest against these 
two Bills and urges the Government and the Legislative Council to 
throw these out entirely.” 

These two Bills were at least inspired In Sii Urovash Chunder 
Mil ter. 


Mr. DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: I notice that some meml>ers are 
going tluough newspapers in this Chamber. I would like to point out 
that it is not permissible for members to read newspapers; while the 
debate is going on. 

Rti HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI *. As 1 have said, Sir. that 
was the net achievement of Sir IVovash (’bunder’s ministry. I am 
afraid he was too much engaged at the time in plotting how to starve 
the Calcutta University to submission. He at least gained one of his 
objects, namely, he succeeded in getting Sir Ash u tosh out of the office 
of the Yice-Clmnirllor. Sir Ashutosh no doubt went out of office, hut 
he was not out of the Calcutta University, for verily the University 
was Sir Ashutosh Sir Ashutosh was the University. (Hear, 

hear.) No third rate persons, however high placed, could have brought 
that thing about. 
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Now I pass on to the motion under discussion. I support the 
motion just to draw the attention of the Hon ’hie Minister in charge 
of Education to the present sinister activity of the Government offi- 
cials in University affairs. X afa prepared to assure him that the 
Bengali public have actually grown sick of these activities on the 
part of I.C.S. and I.E.S, officials. I think no more time should he lost 
to bring forward u Bill on the lines suggested by the Sadler Commission 
for amending the Calcutta University Act. The fiist duty of the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of Education should Is* to drag out the 
University Commission report of the Secretariat scrap-heap and to 
legislate cm the lines recommended thy the Sadler Commission. 1 
hope the Hon 'hie Minister will please make that the* very first object 
of his Ministry, lie will at least try to secure for the* University a 
Bill which will widen the constitution of the Uulcutta University, 
will enlarge its jxiweis and will secure to it that very thing for whic h 
Sir Ashutosh pleaded, ruiineh . freedom and freedom fnmi official 
control. 

DIRECTOR of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION (Mr. E. F. Ottan): 

Sir. my name or rathe? my post hu* been biought into tins discus- 
sion. and s|N*akmg purely foi myself I am glad to have* this oppor- 
tunity of making a short *»tatemetit. Mr. Manniathu Nath Hoy con- 
siders that the recent elections to the Syndicate illustrate* an officialis- 
ing tendency and he seems to legunl me to some extent as the villain 
of the piece. The fad is. and it is an undisputed fad which can lie 
checked by a reference to iieunpufiers which wen* issued after the 
election, that the Syndicate to-day is a body more representative of 
the Senate* than it has been for some years. (A Voi< K : In the 
opinion of the (im eminent.) In the opinion of the .1 mnin Tiaznr 
Hatrikn, and of the Hi nt/olvr t Voices ; Yes. yes! t he Hniffnln), and 
in the opinion of some* other newspaper*. The recent elections to 
which Mr. Manmutha Nath Hoy referred and in which he unfortun- 
ately suffered defeat, returned a laxly of men to the University anxious 
to work for the raising of the* standard of education and for the reform 
of the University, and I am first to admit that some of these* men who 
were returned were officials — possibly it was their misfortune. But 
the Syndicate has always contained many officials; and it is only right 
that the Syndicate should contain a fair sprinkling of officials. 1 may 
mention that in the year 191*1 there were 9 officials in the* Syndicate; 
in 1918 there were 8 offic ials, and to-dav in spite of this alleged offi- 
cialising tendency there are only 6 officials. Mr. Mantniitha Nath 
Roy accuses me of having secured for myself a dominant position in 
the University by obtaining membership of the Syndicate for two of 
my Assistant Direc tors and two Principals of colleges who are sub- 
ordinate to myself. Well, Sir, that statement requires close exam- 
ination. After I became Direc tor, I was struck with the anomaly that 
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in Bengal college and school education was controlled by a body of 
17 men in which there was not a single Muhammadan. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: On a point of order, Sir. What 
year is he referiing to when there was no Muhammadan? 

Mr. E. F. OATEN: I was appointed in 1924. In 1925 I looked 
round and selected a suitable Muhammadan after consulting Muslim 
opinion. I found that Muslim opinion supported Khap Bahadur 
Ashanullah, Assistant Director of Muhammadan Education, as the 
most suitable person. He happened to be an official; be happened also 
to be the most suitable person. I’ nominated him; he was rejected the 
first time. He was selected the second time, and he still remains a mem- 
ber, He represents the Muslim community in the Syndicate and repre- 
sents it very well. Taking the second Assistant Director on the Syn- 
dicate, namely, Mr. Macdonald, is it suggested that 1 bad anything 
to do or that Government had anything to do with bis election? 
Mr. Macdonald represents the Faculty of Engineering and was select- 
ed by that Faculty. That Faculty contains men like Sir Gordon Hearn 
4i ml Sir Rajcndru Natli Mukherjee. Is it suggested that these gentle- 
men are undei the influence of myself or ot Government, which 'is 
<|uite untenable and insulting to those gentlemen? Then two other 
officials were elected at the recent election — the Principal of the 
Presidency Follege and the Principal of the Sanskrit College. In 
days gone by it whs the normal and ordinary thing for the Ptineipal 
of the Presidency College to he on the Syndicate, the Principal of 
the most important college in tin* University of Calcutta, and that 
day hus come again. The Principal of the Sanskrit College, it seems 
to me, i^ a very suitable ja'ison to Iw* one of the (i official members on 
the Syndicate. He is an educationist. It is very unfortunate that 
be replaces a practising lawyer hut I think that on an educational body 
an educationist is to he preferred to a practising lawyer. If anybody 
suggests that* Dr. Aditva Nath Mukherjee is under the influence of 
luvself or of Government, 1 will throw hack the challenge in his teeth, 
because there is no more independent man in the province than Dr. 
Mukherjee as l know from official fights which I had with him. 

3 r.M. 

In University mutters there is no such thing us an official vote. + 
We, officials, vote according to our own indejiedent academic judg- 
ment and have as much right to unite among ourselves with nou-offl- 
eials to carry out our views as Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy and his friends 
have. It is an insult to suggest that we are engaged in a nefarious 
conspiracy to place the University under Government. I resent this 
suggestion and 1 am sure my official friends also resent it. They will 
also resent the suggestion that they vote at my bidding. In academic 
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matters they are my colleagues amt not subordinates and on their 
behalf 1 repudiate the suggestion that the official members of the 
Senate are dumb driven cattle. Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy is possibly 
an uuthoritv on cattle or buffaloes as I have often heard in the Syndi- 
cate in connection with a certain college; hut 1 would remind him that 
the ballot in Syndicate elections is secret and any official may vote 
just as he pleases and Government never knows how he votes. {A 
"Voice: As we do in this House.) After all. even officials have rights 
as well as non-officials. They have recently asserted their rights in 
obtaining adequate representation in the Senate. Mr. Manmatha Nath 
Roy's attitude rather reminds me of the notice in a xoologicnl garden: 
“ This animal is u very wic ked animal and defends itrfelf when 
attacked ”, That is what the officials have to some extent done. 
They represented a definite element in the Senate, but have had inade- 
quate representation in recent years. They have mm six representa- 
tives out of seventeen, which is a very reasonable numlwi. What was 
done in the receut election to the Syndicate had the suppott of a very 
large section of the ]>eople in Bengal and also of sound educational 
opinion. After the election an Indian news|m|N»r observed that it 
was gratifying that the Senate of the Uni\er*ity of Calcutta was 
becoming more and more lesponsive to public opinion. The Amrtta 
Bazar Batnha also endorsed the opinion that the University election in 
many lesjiects constituted a desired reform. But on the main |m > i n t of 
Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy's argument and speaking as a private mem- 
la»r in this House und not on behalf of Government I do desire to en- 
dorse the view that the constitution of the University needs loot anil 
branch reform. Chapter XXXVII of the Sadler Commission Report 
lays down a projtosul for the le-otganisation of the Cniversitv which 
Mr, Manmatha Nath Roy and his friend* would do well to study. 
That chapter propose** a Court representing the great interests — 
industrial, commercial, professional, academic and communal — which 
the Cniversitv has to serve. 1 personally hope that root and branch 
reform with a broader basis for the Cniversit v will com tt soon but pend- 
ing that jwc have got to work the present mac hine. I deny that the 
University has m any degree been officialised in the interest of Gov- 
ernment. Certain re-adjust men t« have been made which resulted in 
certain professional educationists in the University who by an accident 
are officials obtaining their legitimate influence, but I maintain that 
they have obtained no more than their legitimate influence and in ob- 
taining this influence they bring the University more into line with 
public opinion than it was when they were excluded. And the 
dominating standpoint of that public opinion is this: that our children 
must be given the best possible education, and on this principle, *Sir,- 
my official and non-official colleagues stand. We are working for 
reform and are fighting for the good of education in Bengal. We ara 
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anxious for reform — root and branch reform — and that hour is possibly 
nearer than we hoped. Until that hour comes we must utilise the old 
machine for what it is worth and so far as we are able, reform from 
within. We are working with our eyas on distant ideals and not on 
sordid considerations of place and power, or officialisation or personal 
achievement. T do hope that the mover will find it .possible to with- 
draw his motion for I assure him that there has been no nefarious plot 
among the official educationists or on the part of Government to offi- 
cialise the University. I !<x)k forward to the day when a wider 
constitution representing every shade of opinion in Bengal will make 
it possible for all of us to take our share and that in it may be found 
room for Mr. Manmutha Nath Roy’s undevoted devotion to the cause 
of education. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Director of Public 
Instruction say if it is not a fact that he convened a conference on 
two occasions at Writers’ Buildings to influence voting the Senate ? 

(Tries of “ Answer, please ”.) 


Mr. E. F. OATEN: Tin ‘re is a question on the subject and must 
leave Government to answer that question in their own way. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: You have answered by your 
silence. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Strange things ma\ happen even to 
the most unadventurous of persons, and to-day I find myself in the 
amusing position of being prepared to support Babu Manmutha Nath 
Roy if he presses this resolution. I do not agree entirely with 
Mr. Roy; rather do I almost entirely disagree with him; but he ha* 
said one neeessurv thing and in saying that he has done a public 
serviee. I have no sympathy with his attack ujKm the Vice-Chancellor 
of tile University of Calcutta. When a distinguished Bengali gentle- 
man w'hose fame is known fur lieyoml the limits of India, is prepared 
to use the leisure of his retirement in serving our University I think 
he is entitled to our grutitude and our support, and it is a public 
calamity that certain gentlemen are carried away by feelings, which 
I know are strong and which 1 doubt not are sincere, so far as to rake 
over the past and try to discover causes of offence. I do not agree 
with Mr. Roy in his estimate of and attack upon officials in general. 
Having been an official for many years 1 can scarcely be expected to 
accept his view of either their wickedness or their unreliability. 
Mr. Roy may answer that I am not able to take an independent view. 
That of course is a fair argument, hut one which in the few minutes 
at my disposal I cannot attend to. But I will say this, that as an 
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official of Government I have never in my life been called upon 
to vote or to say anything in the University tinder orders except when 
I was, as the Director of Public Instruction, the official mouthpiece of 
Government. I will even say that I have never in my life tried or 
been asked to influence any man's opinion or vote in the University 
except in free and* proper argument on the floor. (A Voice :Thoeo 
days are gone.) Where I do agree with Mr. Roy — and this is why 
I am prepared to support him is in his view that it is gravely un- 
desirable that there should l>e any attempt privately to mass official 
opinion in the Senate. In saying this 1 am uttering no word of 
censure on the Minister, who has only just succeeded to his duties 
and as yet probably does not know all that he has inherited. I wish 
only to join my humble voice to Mr. Roy’s quiet warning that all 
is not well. Tactics are for some people a fascinating *tudy, and it 
may have suggested itself to some one that because there is an official 
bloc in this Council there should be an official bloc at College 
Square. But there is no parallelism. In the* Council Government 
is the executive, Government is resjamsible for |K>Iiry, and the bloc is 
part of our constitution. But at College Stqoarc Government is not 
the executive, Government i* not resjamsihle for policy. Govern- 
ment ha* gi\en entire control of policy to an independent 
body, ami an official bloc is entiiely out of place unless Govern- 
ment (arcs to put it into the constitution by bringing in an (unending 
Bill here and letting the matter lx* nettled in this House. What 1 
object to the private massing of opinion the attempt to make of 
all Government servants in the Senate one voice, it has always !>een 
the assumption, it has always been the practice, that Govern- 
ment. officials serving the University sene it freely only for 
purposes of education. If 20 or dO Government officials who are 
memlrers of the Senate are to s|a*ak only with one voice, if 
they are to vote under orders, and if their opinions are shaped 
by command, then I say all should go except one and let others 
come in who by exchange of views and arguments, by agreement or 
divergence of opinion, can work for the good of education. When 
I was sounded privately as to whether I wa* preparer! to join thin 
private association I was told that the object was to check certain 
individuals. (Hear, hear.) 1 was told that it was intended to 
thwart men like Mr. — never mind whom there was not one hut two 
or three Mr.’s: my point is that it was men and not principles or 
policy that was the great irritating cause. I know what disgust all 
this has caused to many, I 1io|m», to most of the Government officials 
who are in the Senate. It puts them in a ludicrous position; it 
takes away from their prestige in the University, and before long, 
if this continues they will be driven in self-respect to ask for release 
from their connection with the University. To-day I join myself 
with Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy in the hope of effectively warning 
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the Minister that there is grave danger ahead unless this can be 
■checked. We value our good relations with the University. These 
are due primarily to His Excellency Lord Lytton, who, as Governor 
and as Chancellor, exerted himself .strenuously a few years ago in 
the cause of peace. But it would be very unfair of me if, with my 
intimate knowledge, I refrained from saying that Sir Provash 
Uhunder Mitter, though in his official capacity a protagonist, devoted 
himself anxiously, with generous and industrious anxiety, to restore 
the good relations that had for the time being l>een interrupted. I 
would ask the Minister to reflect that if he does not take care he may 
lie dragged by imprudence in his own department into war with the 
University, from which this Council would not be able, and probably 
would not wish, to keep aloof. 

3-15 P.M. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, at the outset I had no de- 
sire to take part in this debate but the speeches made by Sir Provash 
Chunder Mitter yesterday and by Mr. Oaten to-day force me to say 
a few words in this connection. The warmth with which he 
defended himself 1 am speaking of Mr. Oaten reminded me of 
the animal with which he compared Mr. Manmathn Nath Roy; 
because it was he who was attacked by Mr. Roy fir>t. Mr. Oaten 
has made two statements of facts which I am prepared to challenge. 
The first one is that there are now 0 official members in the Syndicate. 
This is not correct as Professor Mahalanabis and Col. Bernardo are 
also in the service of the Government and are member* of the Syndi- 
cate. Therefore there are 8 members and not 0. 1 am prepared to 

say also that he is incorrect in his statement that there were no 
Muhammadan members before 1924. Dr. Nassau Suhrawardy was 
elected in the year 1 922-2*4 as well as in 192*4-24. No one could deny 
that Dr. Suhrawardy is a Muhammadan. But what I want to ask 
him is this: if it was his desire that Muhammadan interests should 
be represented in the Syndicate why did he not nominate a non- 
official Muhammadan ? Wus there no non-official Muhammadan on 
the Senate ? Mr. Fazlul II uq is a Muhammadan member of the 
Senate and so is Sir Ahd-ur-Rahim who had ceased to be a Member 
of Government. Either of them could easily have Wen nominated, 
but instead of doing that why did he nominate an official Muham- 
mudnn to represent their views on the Syndicate ? He has not denied 
when a challenge was thrown out to him that there was a meeting of 
Dominated member* of the Senate at the Secretariat on the two days 
dm mentioned by Mr. Akhil Chandra l)atta. 1 will give him another 
challenge. Dot's he deny that at that meeting a list of names was 
drawn up both for election to the Syndicate ami to the different Facul- 
ties of the Senate and a list of the names who should be voted for, 
was placed in the hands of members who were present at the meeting 
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by a Government servant and is it not a fact also that they were 
required to vote in accordance with the mandate of the Secretariat? 
Sir, Mr. Oaten hae said that the move taken by them was because they 
wanted to maintain a high standard of education. Is this the way 
in which Government wants to maintain the standard in the Univer- 
sity? Does he want us to believe that Dr. Nilratun Sarkar, a pre- 
vious Vice-Chancellor of the University, who had served the Univer- 
sity for the last 20 or 2o years, is not a j>erson fit to maintain the 
standard of education in Bengal and that Mr. Clmm Chandra Biswas, 
a man who is not even a teacher, is a tatter man to maintain the 
standard of education in Bengal? What was the result of the deci- 
sion arrived at the Secretariat meeting? A mandate went forth that 
they should not vote for Dr. Uanesh Crowd and Mr. S. (\ Muhnlana- 
his for the Faculty of Aits. What has been the result? Dr. Gunesh 
Prasad, the liurdinge Professor of Mathematics, has taen, during the 
past years, the President of the Board of Studies in Mathematics, a 
department under the F acuity of Arts. Now he has been driven out 
of the Faculty by the fiat of the Director of Public Instruction and 
the Secretary of the Government in the Department of Education. 
Is it, I ask. in the interest of education in the prmiucc that Dr. Ganesh 
Prasad should cease to Is* the President of the Board of Studies in 
Mathematics? Professor Muhulaiiuhis i* a Professor of Biology and 
Physiology in the Presidency College. His services in the depart- 
ments of Anthropology and ex j»eri mental Psychology, which an* under 
the Faculty of Arts, have taen invaluable and yet in* has lieen dti\en 
out of the Faculty of Arts I> it tacutise tin* presence of these men in 
the Faculty of Arts would not maintain the standard of education or 
is it because they voted in a particular wav on particular occasions 
which displeased the Director? On the other hand, we find that the 
Secretariat ordered that Mr. Cham Chandra Biswas should he put in 
the Faculties of Arts uud Law, because, forsooth, he was a teacher in 
neither of the Faculties. Is that also maintaining a standard of 
education ? 

No, Sir, the reason is plain. Mr. Wordsworth has let the cat out 
of the bag. It is not to maintain the standard of education that this 
thing was done, but this was done to control the University from the 
Secretariat, to do what was attempted unsuccessfully by Sir Provash 
Chunder Milter in the year 1922-2# during his ministry. Mr. Oaten 
has said that there is no such thing official vote, hut surely when 
80 or 90 per cent, of the memtars are nominated by Government 
practically every vote is an official vote. But I ask the ITouse to consider 
whether it is jmssihle for a man whose pay and prospects depend ujsriu 
the wishes and good will of the Secretary in charge of the department 
or of the Director of Public Instruction not to succumb to the tempta- 
tion when he is called upon by the Secretary to vote in a particular 
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way. I waH not going to refer to these matters, but since Mr. Oaten 
has chosen to refer to them I thought fit to defend the University with 
which I have identified myself for many years. Sir, the constitution 
of the Universities under the Act giveS to the Chancellor and the Vice- 
Chancellor the entire management and superintendence over the 
affairs and concents of the University. There can be no reason why 
the Director of Public Instruction and the Secretary in charge of the 
department should consider that there is a necessity of having an 
official hi or in the Senate. 

Sir Provaxh Ohunder Mitter had referred to co-operation in this 
Council. Sir, I find that there are three groups of members on the 
opposite launches whom we might characterise as J^atitudinarians, 
Attitudinarians and Platitudinarians. Sir, the members of the 
Govern men t hlor belong to the first group. They enjoy immense 
latitude and power which autocracy gives them. This is indicated 
by the fact, that they play fast and loose with the liberties of the 
]>eople of the country. And what about the finances of this country? 
They manage them in a way that their own interests are safeguarded. 
If ro-operution means “ all for each, and each for all ”, if this meant* 
working together of individuals for mutual aid and help, then, I say, 
is any co-operation possible between the hhokt.ui and I'ojyo lad ween 
the slaves and his master? 

The next group is that of the Attitudinarians. They are very 
amiable people; they sit there watching the movements of the 
Government benches, they bend their will at every nod of their 
masters; their attitude is one of purposeful subjection, they appear 
in different roles according to the needs of the hour or the bidding of 
their overlords, their fulsome flattery and unabashed sycophancy are 
a disgrace to the community to which they liclong. They are the 
veritable Juychunds and Omichunds of modern juditical life. What 
use is there to attempt co-operation with them? You never know 
what they mean to do or how they will change at the next hour. 

Then I come to the next group the Platitudinarians. They 
always indulge in platitudes and are always prepared to utter plati- 
tudes in seasons and out of seasons — they say what they do not mean, 
they mean what they never say: they are anxious to give advice at 
every opportunity and to every party but only to themselves they 
repeat the formula "* Do as I tell you, but don't do as I do What 
is the good of trying to co-operate with these people? They suffer 
from the sins of ” Inferiority Complex ”, they can never rise to an 
occasion and take the consequences of any one following their advice. 

I shall end up my little speech by making one statement. If, 
Sir Provash Ohunder Mitter, although not a Minister, but a power 
behind the throne, be piepared to bring in a Bill which will give to 
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the University full autonomy, financial ami academic, leaving to the 
teachers the final decision iu all academic questions, as is indicated by 
the University Commission’s report. if he and his collaborators are 
prepared to give us a constitution on which different interests are 
represented and not a mongrel constitution such as he and his friends 
had pro|w>sed, then the mem tiers on this side of the House will In* 
prepared to give all their co-operation and supfrort. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, 1 have to speak 
a few words on the remarks made by Sir Provash Ch under Mitter 
yesterday. Sir, Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, who seems to In* more 
anxious for the Ministers than the Ministers themselves, bus told us 
in the House — why not eo-operate with the Ministers? Why not come 
with a Hill to refoim the (’ahutta University on the lines of the 
Sadler Uom mission? It is unfortunate that Sir Provash who was him- 
self n full-fledged Minister foi three years with no trouble from any 
quarters, has bUcli a [>oor idea of the Ministers’ duties in the mutter. 
The whole scheme of responsible Government in the transferred side 
is that the Minister as the leader and representative of the majority 
in the House is in the executive, with the advantages of having the 
services of the permanent civil sei vires, to initiate measures of fropular 
benefit. It is no use shirking responsibilities and throw them to the 
door of your opponents. Hut I feel that some of us in this House* 
are willing to take up the c hallenge and bring ill a Hilt on the lines 
of the recommendations of the Sadler Commission. Hut will Sir 
Provash guarantee his good behaviour and accept the* recommendations 
of the Commission in matters concerning the representation of the 

Mussulmans in the Courts and Councils of the* University and in the 

constitution of the proposed Muslim Advisory Hoard? Possibly I will 
get an answer from echo, but not from Sir Provash. Sir, when 1 found 
my hon’ble friend. Mr. M. N. Roy tabling his motion for a token cut 
of Re. 1 from the* demand for grants to the University of Calcutta, 
I bad thought that he would bring in his eloquent censure on the 
Government of Bengal, for providing not more money for the premier 
University in India. To my utter surprise, I found him censuring 
the present Vice-Chancellor for his Ireing an official henchman, re- 
primanding the Senators of the University for registering the wishes 

of the all-powerful Mr. Oaten and characterising the University as 
gradually tending to Weoine an official body. These are very serious 
charges and it is really unfortunate that we are asked to pass our 
judgments on n body which owes its existence to a statutory enact- 
ment. constituted mostly of home of the ablest countrymen of ours and 
without having any opportunity to defend themselves at the bar of 
this House: I am much against officialising the University as my 
hon’ble friend the mover, hut I am afraid this matter should Ire dis- 
cussed not by a token cut but by a resolution bv members of the House 
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who are acquainted with the full facts and circumstances of the case. 
I can say that in a token cut like this it would be an insult to a body 
of eminent men of letters and science, to that eminent historian who 
deserves well of the country’ for his .great services in creating better 
understanding between the two great cultures of India by his studies 
and researches in the history of medieval India — to say that they are 
working under orders or inspirations. I would immediately despair 
of the future of our country if I am to think so easily that they are 
so lost to everything that they are mere pawns in the political chess- 
board of Government. A conference in the room of Mr. Oaten or some 
such thing; some criticism of University administration and my friend 
has scented the wildest conspiracy behind the veil. I would be will- 
ing to change my opinion if I find sufficient facts that there has been 
a conspiracy behind but the mover has not told us of any overt act 
in pursuance of this conspiracy lieyond some vague and general state- 
ments which are often unsuspected methods of avoiding facts. I 
think Dr. I). 0. Ray has put the things much better. Personally I 
am not prepared to censure the University after hearing arguments 
on the one side and I would be prepared to do so if both sides of 
the question are thrashed out. 

(At 3-30 i'.m. the Hon ’hie the President took the (’hair.) 

Sir, 1 am proud of the Calcutta University, the crowning monu- 
ment of Sir Ashutosh, that master architect of the University, and 
in the interest of the University itself, I deplore the speech of my 
hon’hle friend. Speeches like these do not carry us very far, but only 
result in embittering the spirit of harmony between the Government 
and the University. The Sadler Commission unanimously recommend- 
ed that in view of the fact that a large portion of university finances 
has for long to be provided by Government there should be a spirit 
of harmony between the University and the Government. Speeches 
like that of my friend will only embitter that spirit and I repeat 
again, in the interest of the University, I very much deplore the speech. 

Sir, in saying all these I do not say that I am at one wtih all 
what the Government or the constitutional advisors of Ilis Excellency 
do in matters concerning the University. The Mussulman community 
has its long tale of grievances against the present system of nomination 
and even against the University policy of Government. But that is 
no reason why 1 should easily ascrilie any motive “to one party or the 
other. I would like to say more on the subject but this is a matter 
on which free discussion is full of danger. It is good that Mr. Words- 
worth has sounded n note of warning. After the remarks of my 
friend Dr, B. C. Roy and Mr. Wordsworth T think it would be better 
that the resolution should be withdrawn. I do not think it is a matter 
which should l»e shut up from discussion but it should not be so lightly 
discussed on a token cut motion^ 
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Bafts AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: The matter that is being dis- 
cussed at the present moment is as to whether there is any tendency 
on the part of the Government to officialise the University. Thai 
being the issue before the II oust* I am going to prove by some docu- 
mentary evidence in the most unmistakable manner the deliberate 
attempt of the Government for officialising the University. I shall 
place before the House that well-known historical letter addressed by 
the Government to Sir Ash u tosh Mukherjea, That letter reads like 
thi§ — 

“ As you know, the appointment has to In* mode not by the Chan- 
cellor but by the Iswal Government, that is to say, by the Governor 
and the Minister jointly, and we both wish to know to what extent 
we can count on your co-operation. 1 am anxious to retain your set vice* 
id this post liecnuse I fed that your powers and vour attainments are 
of great value to the University and to the cause of higher education 
in Bengal. But if those powers and attainments are used in opposition 
to the Government in the ladief that you are thus serving the interests 
of the University, your continued occupation of the post would las 
impossible. 

The continuance of the course you have followed during the last 
few months would entirely predude my favouring your re-appoiut- 
ingnt. Hitherto you have given me no help; you have on the contrary 
used every expedient to oppose us. Your criticisms have lieen destruc- 
tive rather than contsTuetive ; you have misunderstood our objects and 
motives, and instead of coining to me as your friend and Chancellor 
with helpful suggestions for the improvement of our Bill, you have 
inspired articles in the Press to discredit the Government, you have 
appealed to Sir Michael Sadler, to the Government of India and the 
Government of Assam to oppose our Bill. 

1 invite you at this time when the Vice-Chancellor's office must 
lie filled anew — a time which is also one of momentous consequence 
to the University — to assure me that you will exchange an attitude 
of opposition for one of wholehearted assistance, for in our co-operation 
lies the only chance of securing public funds for the University with- 
out impairing its academic freedom. If you will do this, if you will 
work with us as a colleague and trust to your power 4>f persuasion to 
get what you consider the defects in our Bill amended, if you can 
*give an assurance that you will not work against the Government or 
seek the aid of other agencies to defeat our Bill, then I am prepared 
to seek the concurrence of my Minister to your re-appointment as 
Vice-Chancellor and I am confident that we can produce a BUI which 
will both secure the approval of the Legislative Council and lie of 
lasting benefit to the University. If you cannot conscientiously do 
this, you must make yourself free to oppose me by ceasing to be Vice- 
Chancellor.” • 
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Now I read extracts from Sir Ashutosh's reply: — 

“ I shall finally consider your offer to re-appoint me as Vice- 
Chancellor subject to a variety of conditions. There are expressions 
in your letter which imply that I am an applicant for the post and, 
I am in expectation of re-appointment. J/et me assure you that if 
you and your Minister are under such an impression, you are entirely 
mistaken. You ask me to give you a pledge that I shall exchange 
an attitude of opposition for one of wholehearted assistance. You 
are apparently not acquainted with the traditions of the high office 
which I have held for ten years. I was first called upon to accept the 
office of Vice-Chancellor by that God-fearing soldier, the late Eail of 
Minto. He did not bind me with chains but on the other hand 
expressly enjoined me to work in concurrence with the Senate in such 
manner as might appear to my judgment to be in the truest interests 
of the University. 


It was my privilege to work as a member of the Syndicate with 
eight successive Vice-rhanccllors during a period of seventeen years, 
before 1 was called upon to accept that post, and most, if not all of 
them, were eminent men imbued with t lie traditions of the office from 
the time of their predecessors. Many of the occupunts, ever since the 
days of our first Vice-Chancellor Sir .Tames Col vile, Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court, have l>een men who had t alien oath to administer 
justice in the name of their Sovereign. To them it would have been 
a matter of astonishment to l>e told that us Vice-Chancellors, they 
were expected to adapt themselves to the views of the Government, 
simply because it was the Government which had the appointment 
in its gift. I have, I maintain, scrupulously adhered to the cherished 
traditions of my office and it has never entered into my mind during 
the last two years that I was seriously expected to adapt myself to 
the wishes 

Mr. PRESIDENT (tha Hon'ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray 
Dhaudhuri, of Santosh). As what you are reading appears to be very 
long, will you now make your point clear in a short speech? 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA. I have said that I want to 
make it clear from these two letters that the tendency of the Govern- 
ment is to officialise the University, specially the appointment of the 
Vice-Chancellor. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: I)o you mean to say that you are going to 
criticise His Excellency’s action? You know that you cannot do so. 
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Or, BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY I His Excellency is alto the Chan- 
cellor and he is reading extracts from the. Chancellor’s letter, ** 

lir* PRESIDENT: Hut 1 want to know why are you reading these 
extracts. Do you want to criticise the action of the Chancellor oil 
this particular mutter? 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: My object is to prove that the 
Chancellor is trying to officialise the University . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think we have had enough of that, you should 
n<)w develop your point by vour own remark*. 

Babu Akliil Chandra Datta continued reading extracts from that 
letter, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please do not read from that any more but 
make out your case, if any, from what you have already read. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I must bow to your decision 
but allow me to make this submission — I am trying to prove my point 
by this documentary evidence. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think what you have already read is quite 
sufficient for your purpose. Tell us more about the merits of your 
case. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: But, Sir, if you allow me to 

read one sentence more it is this: 

“ You have one before you, who can speak and act fearlessly 
according to his convictions, and you nre not able to stand the sight 
of him. It may nut Iw* impossible for you to secure the services of 
a subservient Vice-Chancellor, prepared always to carry out the man- 
dates of 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is not that sentence finished? You wanted to 
read one and one sentence only. (Laughter.) 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I will finish it in half m 

minute, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not want you to read any further extract#. 
Please go on with your speech or resume your seat. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I am sorry I am driven to 
this position. I was trying to prove that the Government does not 

28 
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want ahy independent man a# Vice-Chancellor. Tliey want aub- 
aement people who in the words of Sir Ashutosh Mukherjea are 
prepared always to carry out the mandates of your Government and 
a£t m spies on the Senate. 

e 

Maulvi MOHAMED 8ADEQUE: 1 think this House has been made 
the platform for the vindication of personal grievances owing to severe 
disappointments. We all know that the University of Calcutta is an 
impregnable fortress in which no access of the Muhammadans was 
possible under the present Act. If Mr. Oaten has anyhow managed to 
get in more Muhammadans through the official door we have not only 
to thank him but we should be grateful to him because we have found 
that the claims of Muhammadans are systematically ignored. About 
Rs. 3,50,000 is spent on Hindu culture, Hindu civilisation and Hindu 
research. The amount available from the endowment funds are being 
spent solely for this purpose, but except only a paltry sum of Rs. 2,400 
which is being spent for Islamic history and culture as if the Mussul- 
mans have got no civilisation, no culture and no religion of their own, 
no other amount is spent on Islamic history, civilisation or research. 


3*46 r.M. 


Sir, it seems to me most strange that when a European gentle- 
man takes strong measures against the Muhammadans there is a certain 
section of the non-Muslim group in this House who not only eulogise 
him, but also attempt to vindicate his unjust or worng action, but as 
soon as some other European gentleman takes up the cause of the Mus- 
a&lmans on just and reasonable grounds he is not only attacked but 
systematic obstruction and criticism are directed against him. This is 
most pitiable, and I most emphatically denounce the treatment that is 
being meted out to Mr. Oaten for no fault of his own, because the un- 
fortunate Mussulmans have got in anyhow into the Senate or the Syndi- 
cate through his good administrative ability. We all know that so 
long as Sir Ashutosh Mukherjea was living this University of Calcutta 
was his monopoly and also the monopoly of his lieutenants. And to 
break that monopoly requires systematic organisation and attack. And 
if Mr. Oaten has done anything to break up that monopoly — to crush 
that monopoly — I think we should in a body oppose the motion and 
support the Ministry (A voice: Thank you.) Some gentleman ie Bay- 
ing eomething to imply that we have come here to support Ministry, but 
„ I say that some of the members have come here to oppose all motions 
by which the Muhammadans might get any advantage. 

With these words. Sir, I oppose the motion and I think that the 
members sitting on this side of the House should also in a body oppose 
this. 
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IfflV & C. BOSE: Mr. President, Sir, the late Minister of Edncntioir 

bn* spoken in a strain which I think 1 can only characterise as the t 

Galloper s strain ! The strain of the music at Whitehall is co** 

operation ; and it is not surprising that in these days of long-distance 

telephones, megaphones, and so on, that that music should have been 

echoed and re-echoed in this Council chamber. 

# 

Sir, may I remind this House that the Universities Act was passed 
in the year 1904. It was passed in the teeth of great non-official opposi- 
tion and memliers of this* House could not have forgotten (hut the 
leader of the opposition was the late Babu Surendni Nath Banerjea^ 
then the leader of Bengal if not of the whole of India. Speaking on 
a memorable occasion on the Uni versifies Bill which was subsequently 
passed into law the late Babu Kuremliu Nath Bnnerjea said: — 

I tlesire to warn our rulers that they stand before the bar ot history 
wheie all the pomp and the glitter and the circumstances of their proud 
position will avail them not He warned the Government further 
into the domain of education, the Indian nation “would permit no tie*- 
pass, none of the arts of poaching”. But unfortunately during the 
administration under the Universities Act of 1904 we have seen 
systematically the art of [Matching practised to greater and greater 
pet feet ion. We had not long ago the Minister of Education on the 
Senate. Now, Sii, the puipo'e* of the Govetnnent cannot Ite satisfied 
until they have the Secretaiy of Education Department also on the 
Senate ; because, Sir, the Minister under the Heforms Act has got to l»e 
controlled by his Secretary. Not long ago, in shaking on the motion r« i 
to whether this Council should agree to the appointment of Minister* 
speaking on liehalf of the ineml^ers on this side of the House, I said 
that we are not enamoured at the prospect of a team of two or four 
crouching, cringing slaves who would act according to the dictates of 
their Secretaries. 

Now, Sir, this ^House is also aware that the Calcutta University 
Commission submitted their report in the yeur 1919. The University 
Commission Itegan their labours in the year 1917. They travelled about 
the country collecting evidence and embodied them in their report. 
This report I may characterise as one of the most valuable reports on 
the subject of education that one has come across in any part of the 
world. At the time when Sir Ashutosh Mukherjea and his colleagues 
were touring about the country collecting evidence for their report, 
the late Minister of Education was compiling the Report of the Com- 
mittee which has come to he known as the Rowlatt Committee. In 
1919 when Sir Ashutosh Mukherjea and his colleagues produced the 
University Commission’s Report, Sir V. C. Mitter, the late Minister of 
Education, produced a Report which has earned for him from hi* 
countrymen the infamous name of “ Rowlatt Mitter”. Now, let us see. 
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Sir, how the late Minister of Education attempted to deprive the public, 
to deprive the University, to deprive the educated world, of the benefits 
«of the lecommendations of the University Commission’s Report. Sir, 
be was in office at a time when theie was no obstruction, when there 
was undiluted co-operation — co-opeiution pure and undefiled — but how 
did he utilise the three years of his official career? Sir, his whole 
career is on record. Though the recommendations ’were there, the 
Minister did not even use his brains to find out what was immediately 
necessary ami what not. Let us see hdw he utilised his official career. 
My esteemed friend, Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta, has read to the House 
the letter written by the Chancellor to the late Sir Ashutosh Mukherjea, 
apparently with the knowledge and advice of the Minister, as I find 
that the Chancellor has refeired to the Minister in the letter. Apart 
from the petty squabbles in which the Minister indulged we have 
nohtiug in the shape of “constructive work” for the University 
during the whole tenure of his official career. As I said, Sir, 
when the University Commission were busy producing for the public 
a document which was of the gneatest importance to the educated 
world, the Minister and Iris colleagues were busy in prepariq^ a 
document which is known as the liowlntt Committee's Report. They 
were busy forging weapons which would deprive citizens of their lives 
and liberties. That is the history of the late Minister of Education’s 
career of public service. 

Now, Sir, i* il not strange, passing strange that while other 
universities have adopted, partly no doubt — some more, some less — the 
recommendations of the Calcutta University Commission's Report, the 
province — the presidency — for whose benefit this report was prepared 
has not yet taken advantage of its recommendations? Is it not surpris- 
ing that though lakhs and lakhs of rupees were spent on this report 
for the benefit of the Calcutta University — the Commission itself was 
called the Calcutta University Commission — that while the other 
Universities took the cue from its recommendations and adopted them 
in practice, the Government of Bengal, and its powerful Minister of 
Education, never took the trouble to frame a Bill on the lines recom- 
mended by the University Commission. And after that he talks of 
eo-operation ! But I shall come to that presently. I shall in passing 
refer to a remark or two made by the Director of Public Instruction. 
Sir, the exhibition of manners he has shown in this Council chamber 
this afternoon, I am sure, will not I*? emulated by any one whether on 
this side of the House or the other. . Is it a matter of surprise that his 
manners proved too much for mild students belonging to a mild race? 
He has said that my esteemed friend Mr. Mnnmutba Nath Roy—- 1 
think I have taken his observations down correctly — is perhaps an 
authority on cattle or buffaloes. Possibly. Mr. Oaten felt the necessity 
of buffaloes now and again; possibly he thought that the alternate 



DEMANDS FUR GRANTS. 


1S27.J 


4 25 


kicks and goading* from the buffaloes were necessary in order to drive 
the official cattle into the path which would lead to the benefit of the 
University and university education. Possibly he felt the absence 
of these alternate kicks and goading* since the death of that great 
national leader, Sir Ashutosh Mukherjea, the pioneer of university 
education in Bengal. But, Sir. there might he another reason why he 
was thinking so much of authorities on the subject of cattle. One has 
no doubt that since the death of the great Sir Ashuto<h Mukhetjea the 
absence of somebody who could inject some hrains into the official 
herdsman of official cattle and buffaloes has U*en felt very much; 
for, unless the official herdsman was injected with some brains, he could 
not possibly take charge of his cattle and buffaloes. 

Now, Sir, I come buck to the talk of co-operation which has been indulg- 
ed in bv the late Minister of Education. Well, Sir, if co-operation means 
that the nationalist member* of this House are going to troop into the 
lobby with the Minister* to vote with them on the question of bant! 
or body-guard, or the question of see ret -service money, or on any other 
qu t gtion. the effect of which in to deprive citizen* of their lives and 
liberties, this side of the House will certainly refuse to co-operate. But 
if co-operation means the introduction of Bills which have the promotion 
of national good as their object, which will mean a new chuptet in our 
University education, and which will mean the democratization of the 
University, which will mean giving right to the graduates of the 
University to take part in their University affairs, which will give real 
responsibility to the citizens and leplace the dumb-driven, official 
cattle — if co-operation means the production of a Bill, or Bills, which 
will promote the healthy growth of the University life and education, 
then, surely, the late Minister of Education knows that the meridiem 
belonging to the Congress Party are pledged to support all such 
measures. (Hear, hear.) If we have failed to co-operate, we have 
failed to cooperate with misdeeds. We have failed to co-operate with 
the Rowlatt Report and report* like that, we have failed to co-operate 
in voting for the Governor’s band, we have failed to co-operate with 
official acts, whether it related to Univemity education or secondary 
education. But we shall never fail to co-operate in matters which will 
promote national interest, which will promote national unity, which 
will give higher and better education to lioth Hindus and Muhammadans 
and to all other communities inhabiting this country, which will 
promote the larger interests of the country as opposed to the smaller 
interests of the official cattle. 


Sir PROVASH CHUMDER MITTER: Sir, might I have your ruling 
on a certain point I understand that partly during my presence and 
partly during my absence my administration as a Minister was criticised. 
I want your ruling whether you wilt permit me to reply on that point 
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I submit, Sir, that that was not strictly relevant, but since my friends 
opposite have thought fit to go into the matter, in common fairness 
I should be allowed to reply. I am in your hands in this matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So far as 1 understood, Mr. Bose was only 
attempting a reply to t lie speech which you made lact evening, and I 
do not think that any reply on your part will serve any useful purpose. 
(Hear, hear.^ 

. Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MUTER: ] am in your hands, Sir. ( 
But may I point out that in my speech yesterday there was nothing 
ubout my administration 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Do you rise on a point of personal explanation? 

Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MUTER: 1 ii>e partly on a point of 
personal explanation, and partly on account of the new points which 
have been brought forward. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 th ink \ou <nn only lUe on a point of personal 
explanation. 

4 I’ M. 

Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: In rising to offer a personal 
explanation, I say this that Mi far as the Sadler (Commission’s Report 
was concerned, those who took the slightest interest in these matters 
and those who rushed in to speak before they bad read that report ought 
in know 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a peisonul explanation. Sir Provash. 

BibU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Mr. President. ! am sorry 
that Mr. Oaten spoke heioie me and 1 am sorry that he spoke at all. 
The provocative inannei and aggressive attitude he assumed has given 
this debate an unfoitunate turn which it might not otherwise have 
tttkeu, and portions of his speech were in exeerable taste, especially as 
coming from an official who presides over the Depuitment of Education 
and affects to understand University affairs. I do not pretend to under- 
stand the insinuation that he meant to convey by describing Mr. Man- 
matha Nath Roy as an expert in cattle and buffaloes. I think it 
beneath contempt even to try to understand the insinuation; but, Sir, 
if Mr. Mumuatha Nath Roy 

Mr. E. P. OATEN: Sir, I rise on a point of personal explanation. 
Whenever the word “buffaloes” was mentioned in the Calcutta 
University, either in the Senate x>r in the Syndicate, the members 
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understood, and Mr. Roy also understood, that the expression wa* 
nothing hut humorous. 


S«*u JITENDRALAL BAHHERJEE: If it was humour, it was 
humour of the wor*t possible description. 


Mr, E« F, OATEN: Ah 1 have said, Mr. Hoy understands perfectly 
well that the expression “ buffaloes " is a standing friendly joke in 
University circles. If it i.- taken thut there is the slightest hint of 
insult in the remark, I apologise. 


Mr, PRESIDENT* Mr. lhinnerjee, now that Mr. Oaten has so grace- 
fully apologised. 1 hope you will not pursue the matter any further. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BAHHERJEE: After what Mr. Oaten has 
said, I shall not certainly pursue the judnt any further, and I am free 
to declare that m>w at hi«<t Mr. Oaten has nIiowii some sense of 
humour. 

Sir, with one part of Mr. Munmathu Nath Hoy's contention I 
perfectly agree. 1 say that G<>\ eminent has been culpably and 
<rimimill> negligent in bringing forward a University Hill which has 
been long ovenlue during all these years. They ought to have brought 
forward a Hill, not simply for the purpose of giving effect to the 
recommendations of the Sadler Commission but also for the purpose 
of establishing the Calcutta University on a broad and democratic 
basis. As Mr. Rov pointed out yesterday, it is a matter of shame that 
here, in the premier University of India, there should still be only 
10 per cent, of elec ted members and 00 per cent, of the fellows 
nominated by Government. And after that, when 1 listened to liai 
Harendranath Chamlhuri speaking of the official isat ion of the Univer- 
sity, I doubted whether he understood what official isat ion means. How 
can you, Sir, officialise a University which has already a standing Imdy- 
guard, a isolid phalanx, of 00 per cent, of the total numlrer to bow and 
nod and vote in whnliever direi tion their masters bid them to dof* 


Rli HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: We stand corrected, Sir. 

Bibu JITENDRALAL BAHHERJEE: Hut though I agree with 
Mr. Roy's contention partly, there is a point on which I shall join issue 
with him and also perhaps with many other members of this House. 

The charge that has been brought against Sir Provash Chunder 
Mitter — I shall repeat it trwlay, even after the personal explanation 
that he has given. Sir Provash asked us yesterday — asked us, pointedly, 
the member* on this side of the House — to co-operate with Government 
in introducing a proper University eket. What was Sir Provash doing 
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himself during the 3 years of his Ministership ? During the 3 years he 
was a Minister he had ample opportunity of displaying his constructive 
legal genius. What was his constructive legal genius doing during 
these 3 years, when he had not a body, of non-co-operators to deal with 
but a complacent Legislative Council ready to acquiesce in whatever 
measures he chose to bring forward ? Therefore, if the Government is 
to blame, Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, the so-called popular Minister, 
was still more to blame. He had thq opportunity and he had the 
backing behind him, and yet he failed to utilise this opportunity of 
placing the Senate on a proper and adequate basis as he might well 
have done. Hut even Sir Provash is not the last word on the point. 
If Sir Provash was guilty, can we say that the Syndicate of the 
Calcutta University was not equally guilty in this matter? And here 
I join issue with Mr. S. C. Bose. He said that this particular Act, the 
Act under which the present Calcutta University stands constituted, 
was passed in 1904; and he reminded us that it was passed in the teeth 
of a tierce agitation led by Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea; but he forgot 
to mention that the Bill was passed into law with the help of Sir 
Ashutosh Mukherjee. Sir, more than 20 years have elapsed since 1904; 
and during these 20 yours, we had ten long years of the Vice-Chancellor- 
ship of Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee. Was any effort made then to get a 
proper Act introduced ? Then, there were 3 years of the Vice-Chancellor- 
ship of Sir Dcvu Prosad Sarvadhikari. Was any effort made then again 
to get a proper University Act introduced? Lastly, there were 3 years 
of the Vice-Chancellorship of Sir Ewart Greaves. Was any effort made 
then to introduce a proper Act? No, Sir! So long as one party was 
predominant and so long as that party could get its nominees accepted 
by the Government, so long we never heard the least whisper of a 
democratic constitution for the Calcutta University and no one stirred 
in the matter. Now that another party is in power, and one clique hac 
given place to another; one faction has been succeeded by another, 
there is a fierce and sudden outburst of democratic seal and fervour 
on the part of all and sundry, and we have a caterwauling as of any 
number of Kilkenny cats fighting on the floor. And as we watch this 
ignoble squabble between the rival factions, we, the common men of 
the street, cry out 44 a plague upon both your houses 

There is another point still on which I must say that I differ wholly, 
totally and absolutely from what Mr. Manmatha Nath Boy said 
yesterday ; and that was the attack he launched against the present 
Vice-Chancellor. There I join i<*ue with him as strongly, as forcibly 
and as emphatically as I can. I shall not pretend to say that them 
is no personal factor in the matter. There is a personal factor. I have, 
Sir, all the partiality that one teacher has for another, I have all the 
partiality of a pupil for his own teacher, for I claim Mr. Jaduneth 
Barker as a teacher of mine, and 1 'have all the partiality of as Indies 
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for another eminent Indian — a fart which some of my friends forget; 
and, 8ir f I have the natural prejudice — a common man’s prejudice— 
against the cult of the super-man. We have had super-men — too many 
of them — within recent years, and I pray for the time when, leaving 
super-men aside, we may go back to the sober lights and normal level* 
of the natural, ordinary, common man. The charge against the 
present Vice-Chancellor is that he is neither eminent nor independent, 
and that he has been officialising the University, if that is possible — 
which I beg leave to doubt. Sir, if Mr. Hoy is of opinion that 
eminence can only mean legal eminence, such eminence as he has risen 
to, then of course Mr. Jadunath Sarkar, not being within the charmed 
circle of legal iuminariftt. cannot pretend to eminence. Hut I cast my 
glance over the whole length and breadth of India, and l ask — where 
else do you find a man so gifted with scholarship, so gifted with rare 
powers of literary* and historical criticism us Mr. .Tudunuth Sarkar ? 
To deny the title of eminence to «such a man is certainly a travesty of 
language, a violation of ordinary fact and truth. Hut it is not simply 
that Mr. Sarkar has lieen denied eminence, he has l>een denied ulso 
independence. I do not know what the charge may mean. Perhaps 
it is meant that he is an official— though, technically, being a pen- 
sioner, — Mr. Sarkar ought not to he regarded us a Movent men t servant 
at all. Hut leaving the technical point aside, may I ask how many of 
your previous Vice-Chancellors have not been officials? What was Sir 
Kwart M reave*? A High Court Judge— but an official none the less. 
The leviathan may be the biggest of monsters hut is a sea-beaut all 
the same. What was Si i Ardiutosh Mukherjee himself? An official 
and a High Court Judge to the last day of his incutiiWncy of the Vice- 
Chancellorship. And should these facts be forgotten only in order to 
make a point against the much-hated bureaucracy ? 

Sir, the last charge, the heaviest that has been brought against 
Mr. Jadunath Sarkar, is that he has been officialising the University. 
As I have said before, those who bring the charge lubour under a 
certain deficiency in the sense of humour. They admit that 90 per 
rent, of the members are officials and then they go on to say: “ Hero 
is a man who officialises the University How t an he do so, how 
is it possible for him to do so? I shall be able to show from fact* 
that I have in my possession that this charge is as base as it is baseless. 
The only way in which the charge could be substantiated would be if 
Mr. Jadunath Sarkar had filled up the vacancies caused by the retire- 
meat of non-officials by officials : and I challenge any one here to prove 
that he ha* done anything of the sort — he has never done it. Looking 
at the number of vacancies that have occurred during his incumbency 
of office we nee that he ha* never placed an official in place of a retiring 
non-official. Whenever there has been a vacancy, he has filled it up 
by the appointment of somebody belonging to the same category a* 
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the retiring member. An official has been replaced by another official, 
a University servant by another University servant, a Muhammadan 
by another Muhammadan, and tso on. There has been not a single 
exception to the rule. Here I have a list of nearly all the vacancies 
that have occurred and have been filled up. There was Khan Bahadur 
Aminul Islam, a Muhammadan and an official, and in his place was 
appointed Mr. Latif'ur Rahman, another Muhammadan and official. 
There was Principal G. C. Bose and * in his place was appointed 
Mr. J. Chowdhurv — both non-officials and l>oth belonging to private 
college*. There was Mr. Abanindranatb Tagore — in his place was 
appointed Dr. Jnanendranath Mukherji — a Iiondon D.Sc., a nominee 
of Sir Ashutosh Mukherjea and Khaira professor in the Science College. 
In place of Mr. Kgerton Smith, a Kuropeon official, was appointed 
Mr. Gilchrist — another European and official. Mr. C. C. Biswas was 
appointed in place of Mr. Surendranuth Mallik. I have not much love 
for either of them — there is much of a muchnesrs between these two 
persons — und if one is culled upon to make a choice it will be difficult 
to do so. In place of Dr. Briihl, you have got Dr. Suniti Chatterji — 
both University professors. The only change i.s that, in place of a 
European, you have got an Indian — a savant of world-wide reputation. 
This is the only kind of change that Mr. Sarkar has made. In place 
of four Europeans, he has appointed four Indian*; that is the only 
change; and do you say that the change is one to be regretted? 

From talking of the Senate, let me now pass on to the Syndicate. 
Mr. Oaten has said that on this body there are only 0 officials 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Eight officials. 

Btbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I shall accept the correction 
*>f Dr. Roy that there are 8 officials on the Syndicate. But will memtars 
remember that the number was in tiie halcyon days tafore Mr. Jadunutli 
Sarkar became Vice-Chancellor? During 1914, 19 lo, 1 DIG and 1917, 
the number of officials was 9 — not 8 as now; and from 1920 to 1922 
the number was 8— not 7 as now. Therefore if there has been a 
•change, the change has been in the direction of having fewer officials — 
not of more. 

Sir, I am not called upon to pursue the matter any further. The 
charges that have !>een levelled against Mr. .Jadunuth Sarkar are 
absolutely without foundation. — Of course, T regret the way in which 
Mr. Sarkar was appointed. He was nominated by the Government, and 
I have a sort of contempt for all nominated creatures, whether 
nominated to the Senate or to the legislative Council. But there you 
tire— that is in the Act itself. And *o we come back to the root of the 
matter. Get the Act changed by*all manner of means. Unite in orier 
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to frame a proper measure ami cram it down the throat of the Govern* 
uient whether they like it or not. When that fight cornea on, you will 
not find me behindhand in the struggle; but meanwhile do not stultify 
yourselves by bringing baseless Sharpes against one who is of us and 
for us, who belongs to our very own, and who is a credit and plory of 


our University. 


4*15 r.M. 

Maulvi KA8IRUDDIN AH AM AD: Sir, l urn sorry that although 
we Mussulman* do not whole-heartedly supfiort the present Univer- 
sity policy, we cannot support the motion of Mr. Manuuithu Nath 
Hoy, who seems to 1 h» actuated h\ personal feeling in moving this 
motion of censure. The Minister is new and we do not know tliut he 
has done anything wrong und why should we censure his udmimstru- 
tion for the faults ot a pre\ious Ministei or Ministers ? I am not here 
to defend Sir Frovash thunder Mittei or Sir Ashutosh. l*et the 
past be but icd in oblivion and let ih Hindus and Muhummuduns join 
hands in promoting our mutual welfare hy promoting our respective 
culture l>oth of hIikIi have their sacred and hoary association** and 
traditions. Hindu* and Muhammadans and I add huropean* ate 
Isiund to live togethei ni tins an* lent land and let Us not rake up the 
rjuarrels ot the past and embitter oui feeling but advance on the line** 
of order, progress and mutual giwul will. ith these words 1 oppose 
the motion. 

(At 4-^t) v. m , the Council was adjourned and it ie-as*eiiiblcd 
at 4-40 i\m. ) 


8rijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: 1 !>eg to support the 
motion of my hon'hle friend Mr. Manmatha Xath Hoy. 

Sir, 1 find that some unnecessary heat has hecn created during 
the di*cuv*mn on thi*. motion. Mr. Manmatha Nath Hov strongly 
condemned the present Vice-Chancellor Some of my friends on the 
other side assumed that Mr. Itoy also condemned the present Minister. 
Ail that Mr. Hoy *aid wa» that he would cureftilK watch the doings 
of Mr. H. Chakiavai ty. There is absolutely nothing wrong in it. 
Some of my friends in their anxiety to defend the present Vice- 
Chancellor even went so far as to allege that we are refusing co-opera- 
tion. I am not one ot thine who are fighting with the present Vice- 
Chancellor within the University. 1 am not a party man and I am 
taking dispassionate view of the situation. Sir, I blame the system 
which provides for nomination of 90 per cent, of the Fellows hy the 
Government. What is the result of such a system Y The history of 
the Calcutta University during the last four years bears testimony to 
the pernicious effect of the nomination system. The different Vice- 
Chancellor* who held office of this {beat institution could not avoid 
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the evil effects of this system of nomination. So long aa the ^ice- 
Chancellor will act as a spy or at least as a subservient ally of the 
Government the Government will giv # e him a free hand in the educa- 
tional policy and internal administration of the University. But the 
moment he wants to go against the policy of the Government for the 
real good of the country, the Government would not tolerate him but 
drive him out of the University. The result is, and we find that the 
moral backbone of the whole educated* community of Bengal has been 
broken, and we find favouritism, nepotism, slavery and dishonesty 
prevailing within the University. I say again that the system should 
be changed immediately. A legislative enactment is long overdue 
and a moment more should not be lost to bring the administration of 
the Calcutta University within popular control. We do not want a 
Vice-Chancellor to be nominated by the Government. Nomination is 
bad. It brings with it the badge* of slavery and the personnel of tihe 
Vice-Chancellor becomes immaterial. He will either be the tool in the 
hand of the Government or an autocrat in unholy alliance with the 
Government. Not to speak of a pigmy like Mr. Jadunath Sarkar, 
even great giants eould not avoid the evil influence of it. The stag- 
nation, the filth, poisonous gas that have accumulated within the 
precinct# of the holy temple of learning should at once he removed 
and it should be freed from all these evil influences, the inevitable 
consequence of the present system, and righteousness, honesty, 
morality, and piety should he the qualification of those who hoa^t to 
be the votaries of this temple of learning. 1 repeat again that the 
moral backbone of the educated community in Bengal has been broken 
and the present system is mainly responsible for this crisis and any 
legislation to improve it would he welcome. I condemn the system 
ami I say that the system should be changed immediately and freed 
from official influence. I therefore suggest that all personal questions 
should for the moment lx* hushed up, all party considerations should 
be given up, and everybody should join hands to save our Alma mater 
from the present danger. But one thing I tell plainly that in 
attempts at improvement we should take special care that we may 
not fall again under the influence of the Government. I can assure 
that everybody will have the support from this side of the House 
if there is really an honest endeavour to improve the University and 
if it be freed from the official control; he will have our co-operation 
if he really wants it. But if the present voting during the different 
grants by the other side of the House be an indication of t be standard 
of self-respect, we have great cause for apprehension and it is for 
them to remove the cause of apprehension. Sir, we value self- 
respect more than anything else, and if anybody can bring in a 
legislation that is consistent with the self-respect of the educated 
Indians that would free the University from the control of the 
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Government Secretariat that would free the system from it* present 
cliques, he will have the support not only of this side of the House 
but of the whole of educated Bengal. 

But before that is done and ^o long as the present administration 
continues we have no other alternative than to sup]>ort the motion of 
Mr. M. N. Roy. 

Sri Jut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I desire to support the 
motion that my friend Mr. ^tanmatha Nath Boy hus brought for- 
ward as a protest against the reactionary policy that is being pursued 
at the present moment in regard to University matters. It is often 
declared by re.'jKUisible jieople that the settled policy of Government 
in regard to transferred subjects now is that their administration 
should 1 h» shafanl more and more in accordance with the wishe* of 
the jieople. What is, however, being actually done as is known to 
pei'M»ii« familiar with the manner of administration of Calcutta 
University i> the adoption of steps and this is being effected quietly 
and in a perfectly ingenious way I mean, the adoption of steps 
whose e fleet has lx*en the virtual transfer of the guidance and control 
of the nffuir»- of the University from College Square to Writers’ 
Building*, and it' comersion i n to an annexe of the Secretariat. 

Sir, as \ou are all aware, Calcutta University is administered under 
the provisions of an Act which was revised and planned about a 
quurter of a century ago with t he avowed object of placing higher 
education in India under effective official control. Some of you 
must have a vivid recollection of the strong opposition that the measure 
aroused and of the vigorous protests that were made against the pro- 
jected officialisation of our University by such eminent Indians aa 
Sir Gurudas Banerjee, Dr. M ahead ra Lai Sircar, Mr. Gopal 
Krishna Gokhale and many others. It is natural that I should feel 
myself proud of the fact that my grandfather Jtaja Peary Mohan 
Mukherjee was also among those who were far-sighted enough to raise 
♦heir voice of protest against the policy of ls>rd Curwit’s Govern- 
ment in the matter of higher education on the eve of its initiation., 

In most of the provinces the new educational policy of Govern- 
ment had the inevitable effect of restricting the spread of higher 
education and bringing it under official control. Bengal was, however, 
able to withstand the effec ts of this sinister movement because of the 
boldness and courage of Sir Ashutosh Mukherjea. It was, in fact, his 
ftkilftil handling which saved the situation in our Province. Now that 
Sir Ashutosh is no more no steps are being spared by the authorities 
to realise the original object of J>ord Curaon’* policy. People con- 
versant with the room of events in connection with Calcutta Univer- 
sity during the last few years need not be told how persistent and 
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strenuous ha* been the opposition of people in authority to tbe policy 
of de-officialisation and Indianisation started by Sir Ashutosh. 

While University education in most of the other Provinces ia 
being brought more and more under r popular control, we find that in 
Bengal the autonomy of Calcutta University is being gradually under- 
mined under its present subservient administration. It is preposterous 
that decisions on important matters relating to the University should 
be dictated from the Secretariat. The recent nominations to Univer- 
sity fellowships, in which connection we remember that Sir P. C. Roy 
was not le-nominated until there whh a chorus of protest against his 
projected removal from the Senate and that an experienced and 
independent educationist like Principal (i. C. Bose has not yet been 
re-nominated shows that the poliey followed in the matter has been 
brought into line with tlie poliey according to which Government now 
make their nominations to other self-governing bodies from among 
people who might he expected to cam* their behests. 

Education is an affair of the people. It is naturally demanded 
therefore that in a matter like this which is of such supreme import- 
ance to the future progress of the Province, the voice of the people 
should prevail. A Senate of which SO per cent, of mem Iters are 
nominated by Government and to which nominations have begun to 
he made in such a way as to arouse suspicion and public disapproval 
cannot he regarded as a self-governing institution capable of carry- 
ing out an independent |K>Iicv. We remember that Justice Greaves, 
himself a high Government official, on the eve of his retirement from 
the post of Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University did not hesi- 
tate to sound a note of warning against the (lunger that threatened 
the University owing to the present attitude of Government in regard 
to its administration. The situation demands that the University 
should he constituted on a popular basis, the Vice-Chancellor should 
be an elected officer enjoying the confidence of the public and 
Government should contribute more liberally towards the maintenance 
of the University. All these steps should he taken without any 
further low of time, if the future of higher education in Bengal is 
to be safeguarded. 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I rise to support this 
motion not because I want to reduce the grant to the University by 
even one rupee but because I want to suggest that this grant be 
increased. The Senate of Calcutta University, some time ago, demand* 
ed that it was essential in order to carry on the work of the Post- 
graduate Department, that Government should make a grant of 3 lakhs 
of rupees. This Council also passed without a single dissentient voice, 
a resolution to the effect that Government should grant Rs. 3 lakhs. 
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Now, Sir, Government accepted that recommendation only in a half* 
hearted manner and gave partial effect to it. Thia cannot hut be 
regarded a* petty-mindedneaa on the pail of'Govertiment and I urge 
that the full demand of Its. 3 lakhs be grunted. 1 also urge that the 
Science College which is in need *of improvement, particularly in res- 
pect of equipment, should lie granted at least hull a lakh - of rupees. 

As regards the 'amendment of the constitution of the Calcutta 
University, it is recognised on all bunds that this reform has long been 
overdue. But why has this reform not yet been taken in hand? 
Some of my friends have suggested that Sir 1’rovash ('bunder Mitter 
was responsible for the delay; others have suggested that the Univer- 
sity itself was not fiee from blame. Now, Sir, with regard to the 
point which was raised by my friend Huhu Jiteiidrulul Bunnerjee l 
have <o point out that he is under a misapprehension. During the lust 
four years the University did prepale a Bill foi the lecoiistrm tion of 
the University. The representatives of the Univeisity met Government 
several times; but they were not able to satisfy the Government that 
the Bill proposed bv them was a good measure. That was not the 
fault of the University. The fait is that tin* Uiii\ersity and the Gov- 
ernment have not seen e\e to e\c in this matlei. But you should not 
blame the University for its negligence. When Mi. B. N . Basil was 
Vice-Chum ellor \ the repiesentatives of tin* University of whom 1 was 
one. met the Government of Lord l.ytton. Then again, during the 
Vi< e-Cham ellorshiji of Sir Kwait Ureuvos, we had seveiul conferences 
at Government House but Goveiniuent was unable to appieciate our 
view-point. Therefore, the Univetsih was not able to nirry out its 
definite proposals. But, any way. it is high time that the constitution 
of the University should lie amended; and I hofie the amendment will 
be on such lines as will secure the representation of the educated com- 
munity and also the representation of teachers in schools and pro- 
fessors of colleges and of the University, and will ensure for the Uni- 
versity the fullest measure of independence and freedom from outside 
control. 

4-45 r.M. 

Bltotl BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Sir, as the time-limit is fust near- 
ing its end I do not like to enter into the details of the administration 
of the Calcutta University or the policy of Government with regard ta 
it. I rise only with a view to speak on two things that have been said 
by my learned friend Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee. Mr. Banner jee has 
said that the other Vice-Chancellors of the Calcutta University were 
officials including Kir Ashutosh Mukherjea and Mr. Justice Greave* 
who were the predecessor* of Babu Jadunuth Sarkar. To say, Sir* that 
a Judge of the High Court is a part of bureaucracy is a slander pn the 
High Court, because these Judges are appointed by the King-Emperor 
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jmd they are here to administer law and they do not form either a part of 
the bureaucracy or any cracy. But what we want in an offieer is that he 
has not a bureaucratic instinct and whether he has it or not is a question 
of mentality. The first thing that can be said with regard to the appoint- 
ment of Babu Jadunath Sarkar is thifc : that he was nominated by Gov- 
ernment and he is the person who in the columns of the daily papers 
and in monthly magazines attacked the administration of the Calcutta 
University; and what I beg to submit is, that a man like him who was 
prejudiced against the administration of the Calcutta University ought 
not to have been appointed by Government. Secondly, Sir, is it not a 
/act that the present Vice-Chancellor Babu Jadunath Sarkar goes to 
ihc Secretariat in order to see the Secretary to the Education Depart- 
ment and the Director of Public Instruction, perhaps to take inspira- 
tion fiom them, and 1 want to know whether any other Vice-Chancellor 
had done so before. I want also to know' whether it is not a fact that 
Babu Jadunath Sarkar is seen in the corridors of the High Court with 
an umlielln n* his armpit in order to have an interview with the 
Hon* lie Sir George Rankin, the Chief Justice of the High Court, and 
waiting outside the Registrar’s room for the purpose. These are, as 
I have said before, matters of mentality. If we find the Vice-Chancellor 
going ou 1 of his way to see the Education Secretary and other officers 
and to consult the Judges of the High Court und waiting there liko 
ordinary c lients 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order : order. Will you be justified in casting 
any reflection upon Mr. Sarkar in his private capacity. 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Certainly not. Sii. But I say, 
Sir, that if he visits the High Court 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think Mr. Bose you had better not do that 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: I was going to submit and 1 
hope you will kindly allow me to say this that he does not go there in 
his piivute capacity and 1 do maintain that he goes theie as Vice- 
Chancellor: especially as these visits are followed by meeting of the 
Governing Bodies in the chambers of the learned Judges. I am asking 
the department whether when he goes to the Secretariat or to the High 
Court is it for the purpose of exchanging interview's or for any other 
purposes Y 

Then with regard to the Bills attempted to be introduced by the 
members of the Syndicate, 1 am afraid, my friend Mr. Bannerje*.' is 
entirely wrong. Perhaps be is not aware that two Bills were pre- 
pared-private numbers’ Bills, by Babu Surendra Nath Mallik and 
Babu Jatindra Nath Boae. These Bills were considered and they were 
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opposed, and Sir Ashutosh Mukherjea had taken great pains to prep*] 
a Bill and that Bill was discussed in the University and subsequent! 
sent up to Government, hut they could not come to an unanimity i 
regard to it. Therefore it is idle to say that the University Syndicat 
took no steps whatsoever to infrodu«‘e a Bill for the amendment of th 
constitution of the University. They did it. 

My thin) complaint is alrout the want of physical instruction an 
military drills. T have been tabling a resolution for the last two yeai 
but the freaks of the ballot did not allow that resolution to come u 
before this Council. Excepting the appointment of a so-called Physic* 
Director no attempt has been made to introduce physical training i 
the schools or military training in the colleges. In Nugpur and i 
Bombay the Local Councils have adopted resolutions in favour c 
physical instructions and military training. Hut in Bengal we hav 
not got an opportunity of moving a resolution and 1 hope the l)ii*e<t 4 
of Public Instruction will take step* in the matter. 

Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Sir. I think, this is on 
of those motions which will not hurt anybody except one gcntleimt 
who is not a member of this House — I mean the Yice-Chnncelloi 
Professor Judunuth Kurkar. He is not here and cannot defend htmsel 
Lots of things have been said against him, about his going to the Wig 
Court and the Secretariat as if my friend liabu Bejov Krishna Bose i 
not in the habit of going to tin* High Court or to the Secretariat. 

Baku BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: If l get money I will go. 

Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Is it an offence to m 
the Chief Justice or the Education Minister Y 1 do not think that 
an offence. [ do not hold any brief on l>ehnlf of the Yire-Chancello 
hut I know him through his works and I knew him irrniix \eaia ago wire 
he was a Professor in the Metrojuditnn College and have seen him j 
several important Irterun conferences. He is a very learned man- 
man who has devoted his whole life to Islamic culture. We (rug] 
to thank the Uo\einment for having npjiomted such ait education!! 
to the post of Vice-Chancellor and we should not condemn his appoin 
ment. If we are really to raise this question we should raise it sorn 
when* else and not in this House. 

The Hon’bto Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: Sir, I have listen, 
with great attention to the remarks that have been made both on th 
side and the other side of the House and I can assure the House th 
my intention is to put the question of education ami the University < 
a sound and proper basis. I can assure my friends that I shall 
extremely obliged to them — all of them — if they will help me eitb 
jointly by a conference or separately by notes. In fact I have aski 
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very many of my friends to give me notes, because this is a subject 
which would require a sufficient amount of knowledge, to- deal with 
effectively, and because they ha v e got a great deal of experience in 
regard to the administration of the University. I can assure my friend 
Mr. Roy that I want to introduce with his help and with the help of 
the other hon'hle mem 1 m* is of the House a pioper Bill which will satis- 
fy the requirements of .the situation. After the assurance I have given 
I hope he will see his way to withdraw' th$* motion. 

The following motion was then put and lost: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 3,84,984 under the head ‘ 31A. — Educa- 
tion (Transferred) — University — Grants t.o Calcutta University ’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (page 140, Civil Estimate).*’ 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 1,00, (MH) under the bead “ -11 A. — Education (Transfer- 
red) — University — Non-recurring grunt* to the Dacca University " be 
reduced by Re. 1 (page 140, Civil Estimate). 

As the members of this House are aware out of this Rs. 1 lakh, 
Rs. 60,000 represents the initial contribution of Government towards 
a sewerage scheme and Rs. 50, 000 for the cost of a Muslim hall in the 
Dacca University. At the outset let me assure my colleagues in this 
House and specially my Muhammadan friends that I yield to none 
in my desire to advance the cause of Muslim education in all possible 
maimer and I think that all possible facilities should 1m* given for 
the education of the Muslims in this province. I foi one firmly believe 
that unless the backwardness ot the Muslims in respect ot education 
can 1m» removed we cannot expect them to march apace in the fight for 
freedom und self-government in India. 1 therefor** support all measures 
eulculated to advance the cause of Muslim education. To my mind 
the most effective step for this end would he to cheapen t he cost of edu- 
cating the Muslim hoys especially when the majority of the students of 
East. Bengal come from ptMir Muslim families. May 1 now just instance 
to you one of the first acts of Government towards facilitating Muham- 
madan education y Instead of doing anything towards cheapening the 
cost of Muhammadan education we find that the Government con- 
structed a hall called the Dining Hall for Muslim students. I shall 
usk the members of this House to imagine what is may be and 1 
dan* say those who have not seen it cun not jsissihly imagine what 
that white elephant is. I may tell the House that the original 
estimate, for the Dining Hall for the Muslim students, whose number 
.at that time when the hall was constructed, was about one hundred, 
was Rs. 85,000 and when the dining hall was completed the revised 
estimate came to something like Rs. 1,10,000 or at least well over 
Rs, 1, lakh. I do not know whether the Government, if it meant 
really to advance Muhammadan education should not have been well 
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ad vised to grant stipends to Muhammadan 'Students instead of build- 
ing a ball for the Muslim studeuts. Now, 1 understand that the 
present scheme of the Muslim hall is going to leave that dining hall 
alone. The Muslim hall that will Ik* const noted will not be able 
to utilise that dining hall and jmssibly it will be left alone just to 
set up that expenditure whenever some member questions how* 
much are you sending for Muhammadan education f* Well, we 
spent Ks. 1,10,000 for u dining hall. If 1 am right the present 
scheme leaves that hall alone and they are going to make some 
expenses on bricks and mortar. I should say that Government will 
not Ik* advancing the cause of real Muslim education by spending 
several lakhs more through the Public Works Department which is 
known as the public; waste department and which is notorious for 
doing things at at least 50 j>er cent, higher rate than the ordinary 
rates of other builders. So, I want to emphasise this and I ask my 
Muhammadan brethren in tins House* just to consider whether they 
should not utilise some of the huge amount that they are going to 
spend for the Muslim hall by economising the cx|H*ucliture cm the 
Muslim hall and by not allowing (lie Government to embark <fn such 
extravagant and avoidable expenditure in building a dining ball at 
an expenditure of a lakh or more. 
f» r m. 

If I revnemlier aright, the present Secretary of the Education 
Depuitment was for some time tin* treasurer of the Dacca University. 
Of course, I will stand corrected if it is not a fac t. Some of us know' 
that there aie man\ huge buildings in tin* Dacca University area 
man> of which have not lieen utilised since the* (iovernment shifted 
from Dacca, and it would Is* advisable for the Secretary as also for 
the me in 1 m* r for the Dacca University and other Muhammadan 
councillors here to put their heads together to find out whether they 
could jeossibh utilise any of the* building'' for the locution of the 
Muslim hall. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. We have reached the time- 
limit, I must put your motion forthwith. 

The motion of Mr. logesh Uhamlru Gupta was then put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Us. 1,13,H5,0()0 1 m* grunted for expendi- 
ture under the head ** 31. — Educ ation ( Transferred) ” was then put 
and a division taken with the following result : 


AcMmu Wimawt, Nr. 6. 
(MwaW, Miitvi KniniWtoi 
Afcawt, KMm — Natf ar ■JCttfvi 


AYES. 


Maiflvc AMu! Ultf. 
CMkravarti, U»i Hwi’fc* *»r. N yw hw, 
OnmNAhH, ttw 


All, Mr. Altai. 

AtKrvtlaA, Nwtii tyM M. 


DSmSari. 
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••IWW, Mr. 0. /. 

C — » f , Mr. C. 0. 

0* Mr. K. C. 

Mty, Mr. 0.0. 

0***ld, the Hm%Ii Mr. 

Ortti—I, ' Mr. 4. 0. 

Mutt, Mr. 0. S. 

Finqui, Khan Bahadur K. Q. M. 

Mheth Mautik, 0«bu Batytftdra OhaiNlra. 
Mhujftavi, th« Haa*M« Madji Mr. A. K. 

Abu Ahmad Khan. 

Mttffirtot, Mr. ft. N. 

MabtbuiHMi, Na*ab JCImj*. 

Maaain, Mawab Miftharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
'ftiMain, Maulvi Byad MMibul. 

Hu— in, Maulvi Udatat. 

Jamw, Mr. F. I. 

—«ay, Mr. 4. M, 

Lahiri, Mr. Baaaau Kumar. 

Laird, Mr. K. B. 

La i — ta r, Uaat — diaiaaat 4. c. N. 
Liddell, Mr. H. C. 

Llntftay, Mr. 4. H. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mawla, Maulvi Ohaudhury Qalam. 
Maiumdar, ftai Bahadur dadunath. 
MaClutkia, Mr. K. T. 


MViMar, *M r. C. C. 

Mittar, 3ir Prevath Cttunddr. 

Mabarl y, the Man’bla Mr. A. N. 

Handy, Maharaj Kumar Br* Mhaadra. 
Oatan, Mr. C. F. 

Ordith, Mr. 4. B. 

Pbatpa, Mr. Travar 4. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. 0. It. 

Hafmtan, Maulvi Avimr. 

Hatha t, Mr. Freinnna . Dab. 

Hfcy, Babu Naaaodra Narayan. 

Hay, Maharaja BaHindra Nath, afNatm 
Hay, the Hmt’Ma Maharaja Bahadu 
Kahaunith Chandra, at Nadia. 

Hay Ohaadhari, Mr. K. C. 

Hay, Mr. B. N. 

BaahM, Mr. F. A. 

Badtque, Maulvi Mahamid. 

Baayal, Babu Baahindra Narayan. 

Barker, Rai Bahib Nebati Mahan. 

Battar, Khan Bahib Maulvi Abdua. 
Sinha, Haja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayav 
af Nathipur. 

Btuart-Williama, Mr. B. C. 

Thomp—t, Mr. W. H. 

Travar*, Mr. W. L. 

Weed head, Mr. 4, A. 

Werdmrth, Mr. W. C. 


NOES. 

■anerjee, Babu Framatha Nath. | Ray, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

The Ayes being 01 and tlie Noes 2, the motion was carried. 

The time-limit under the head “ 31. — Education (Transferred) 
having Wen reached the following motions were not put 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That the demand ( 
Rs. 4,88,000 under the head ‘ 31A. — Education (Transferred) — Univei 
sity — Grunts to Universities ’ he reduced by He. 1 (page 140, Civj 
Estimate).” 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: That the demand c 
IN, 13,30,100 under the head *31A. — Education (Transferred) — Univei 
sity — Government Arts Uollcges * he reduced hy He. 1 (page 148, Civi 
Estimate).” 

R«i HARENORAKATH CHAUDHURI: “That the demand c 

IN. 4,21,000 under the heat! * 31 A.— -Education (Transferred) — Univei 
*»ity — Grants to non-Goverument Arts Colleges * be reduced hy Be, 
(page 148, Civil Estimate).” 

Maulvi MOHAMED SADEQUE: " That the demand of Rft. 26,12,30 
under the head *31A. — Edhcation (Transferred) — University’ b 
reduced by Rs. 300 (page 140, Civil Estimate).” 



1«7.] 


demand* mm (jhanh* 
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SHf* TARAKMATH MUKEMBAt “That the demand of 

Re. 26,12,000 under the bend * 31A. — Education (Transferred) — Univer- 
sity * be reduced by Re. 1 (page 146, Civil Estimate). 1 * 

Mm MANMATHA NATH ROT and Maulvi AML NASCM* 

"That the demand of R». 27,62,d00 under the head ‘ 31B. — Education 
^Transferred) — Secondary * l»e reduced by Re. 1 (page 161, Civil Esti- 
mate)." 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUICERJEA, Maulvi ABUL KA8EM and 
BibM MANMATHA NATH ROY: " That the demand of R«. 27,50,000 
under the head 4 31C. — Education (Transferred* — Primary ' be reduced 
by Re. 1 'page 15d. Civil Estimate)." 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: 44 That the demand of IN. 1,66,000 under 
the head ‘ dll). — Education (Transferred )— Special — Mudi'iisea* 4 be 
reduced by Re. 1 (page 158, Civil Estimate)." 

Rat HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI, Baku JITENDRALAL 
BANNERJEE and Baku ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: 4 That the 
demand of IN. 3,39.(100 under the head * dll). — Education (Transferred) 
— Special — Direct ( i rants to nondtoverunient specuil schools * be reduced 
by Re. I (page loft, Civil Estimate)." 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: “ That the demand of IN. 12.93,000 under 
the head * dll). — Education (Transferred) — Special be reduced by Re. 1. 
(page 1 . r >4 . Civil Estimate)." 

Br. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: “That the demand of 
Re. 1 ,35,000 under the head 4 31 K.— Education (Transferred \ — ( Dilu- 
tion) * l»e reduced by IN. 50,000 (page 160, Civil K*ti mate). " 

Baku NALINIRANJAN 8ARKER: 44 That the demand of 
its. 1,35,000 under the hear! * 31 E.-- Direction * be reduced by Rh. 100 
(page 160, Civil Estimate)." 

Or. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: 44 That the demand of 
Rs. 11,91,000 under the head * 31 K. — Education (Transferred) (Inspec- 
tion) 4 be reduced by Its. 2.00,000 (page 161, Civil Estimate)." 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM and Baku ROMES 0HAN0RA BACCHI: 

“ Thai the demand of R*. 11,91,000 under the head 4 31 E.— Education 
(Transferred) — General Inspections ' be reduced by Re. 1 (page 161 , 
Civil Estimate)." 
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Mtulvi ABUL KA8EM: “ That the demand of Rs. 2,80,000 under 
the head ‘ 31E. — Education (Transferred) — General — Scholarships ' be 
reduced by Re. 1 (page 161, Civil Estimate)." 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 27,000 under the head ‘ 31 E.— Education (Transferred) — Rewards 
and stipends to Sanskrit tols ’ he reduced by Re. 1 (page 162, Civil 
Estimate)." 

Rti HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: "That the demand of 
Rs. 1,36,000 under the head ‘ 31 E. — Education (Transferred) — 
General — Miscellaneous — Allowances, etc,', be reduced by Re. 1 (page 
162, Civil Estimate)." 

Babu AMARENORA NATH CH08E and Babu AKHIL CHANDRA 
DATTA: “ That the demand of Rs. 1,13,85,000 under the head ‘ 31. — 
Education (Transferred) ’ be reduced by Its. 100 (page 145, Civil 
Estimate)." 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE, Mtulvi ABUL KA8EM, 
Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR and Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA 
GUPTA: " That the demand of Rs. 1,13,85,000 under the head * 31. — 
Education (Transferred) ' be redu<vd by Re. I (page 145, Civil Esti- 
mate)." 


32. — MMboal. 


MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (MEDICAL) (the Hon’Me Mr. Byomkos Chakra- 
varty): Sir, on the recominemlation of His Excellency the Governor 
1 beg to move thut a sum of Its. 45,87,000 be granted for expendi- 
ture under the head " 32. -Medical ” (page 163, Civil Estimate). 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 6, 10, 5(H) under the head " 32A. Medical Establish- 
ment " l>e reduced by Us. 1(H) (page 164, Civil Estimate). 

The ITon’ble Mr. Chakruvarti is now bidding the portfolio of the 
Medical Department, to minister, as he said some time ago, to the 
diseased people of thi> province. But 1 suspect that on a nearer 
view, he has discovered that there is nothing for him to administer 
then*, but that he has simply to sit at the top as an ornamental 
figurehead while the actual work of administration is carried on by 
the Indian Medical Service officers led by the Government of India 
and the Secretary of State. lie has in fact no control over the agents 
through whom he is supjmsed to minister to the medical needs of the 
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people* This is really a transference of power and responsibility to 
the people with a vengeance. The whole medical department is under 
the permanent control of the Surgeon-Tlener*!, a member of the 
Indian Medical Service, nor are even the district medical officer* in 
any way amenable to the authoVity of our so-called jtopuiur Minister* 
For the Minister has no control over the pay of #ervi<*e provisions 
of his so-called wuhordimites. Kven in the matter of transfer and 
lasting he has but little jKJwer. I rite a concrete instance to illus- 
trate this ludicrous state of Ministerial helples^ne**. l)r. .logetidra 
Nath Mitra was for some time the officiating C’lvil Surgeon of 
Mynieusingh. He was the heart and soul of the Mymemtinglt 
Medical School and Hospital. His services in the cause of these 
institutions was acknowledged and praised even by His Kxcellency 
the Governor. Hut when the* j>eople of Mvmensingh approached the 
then Minister Babu Suremlraiiath Mullik to keep him there for some 
time longer so that the Medical School and Hospitul might be placed 
on a permanent foundation through his valuable service#, the 
Minister, however, willing he might have been, or whatever preten- 
sions to jes|»o»hihilitv be sought to claim, was powerless to give effect 
to his own judgment and the voire of the Surgeon General, ami of 
the “ steel frame ” clique, prevailed When there was no Kuropeun 
available the posting of an Indian in a comfortable and lucrative 
place like Mymeiisingh was a necessary evil. Hut when such a one 
was reud\ the only business of the Indian was to make way for him. 

Sir, it i- ilearlv not a case of the superior man overfilling the 
inferior but of colour dominating colour. Recently, Sir, an opjKir- 
tuiuty again arose, ami again on behalf of the people of Myniensingh 
the Hon'lde Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia and the Surgeon General 
were approached, but it was again the old story the claim of the 
white man prevailing over that of the coloured man. 

Now, coming to the budget itself you will find that out of a total 
exfienditure of Rs. lakhs, R*. 11 11 lakhs are non-voted, and 

represent roughly the emolument* of a handful of Indian Medical 
Service men. Why this waste, when you cannot find money to 
render medical aid to the rural areas where millions are dying like 
cats and dogs? This expenditure can hardly fa* justified on the 
ground of their heavy duties or that *uch duties cannot lx* adequately 
discharged by Indians. The jioaition cannot be justified either on 
the ground of efficiency or high qualification; becuuse, except a 
solitary Roger* here and there, the average Indian Medical Service 
men are not in any way better than our own distinguished graduates; 
for, in their independent practice, where merit is the side test, they 
cannot compete with their Indian rivals. Need I point out, Sir, that 
medical knowledge and skill does not depend upon the colour of the 
akin, but upon ed unit ion and the capacity to profit bv experience? 
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And we have yet to learn that the colour of the akin i& a bar to 
acquiring a correct knowledge and experience of the ailments of one's 
fellow countrymen. We have in this city of Calcutta quite a large 
number of doctors who are far better .physicians than any officers of 
the Indian Medical Service of the present day. 

6-15 r.M. 

They huve not only distinguished themselves in their profession in 
this country but have won distinction even in "Western countries. In 
such circumstances this indiscriminate preference given to the 
European members over their Indian professional colleague*, is nothing 
if not outrugeous. The guiding principle has been according to the 
Jiec Commission, “ to secure choice of treatment by men of their own 
race ”, Sir, can this be a rational proposition that in every town, 
every city, where there is u single European officer there should he 
a European doctor attached to that town or city; and where there are 
none M travelling allowance for the officer or his family should he 
granted to und from the nearest station where there is a medical officer 
and alternatively if more convenient; or if the patient is not fit to 
♦ ravel, the expense of the medical officer’s visit should he defrayed 
by the Government If there is to he in every town a European 
Civil Surgeon for one or two Europeans a hundred Indian Civil Surgeons 
in that same district should on the same principle have to he appointed 
for the Indian population. They accuse us of having a racial feel- 
ing against the European — I ask, Sir, who is it that is responsible 
for carrying racial feeling to such extremes? 

Another plea is bawd on military grounds. It is said these officers 
serve as a reserve in times of emergency. If you study the history 
of the Great War you will find that this plea has no force. During 
the last War the services of a huge number of private Indian practi- 
tioners were requisitioned, and were highly appreciated; while so far 
as Indian Medical Service Officers were concerned, very few of them 
actually went to the field. If the Government is really serious about 
creating n reserve to he utilised in times of emergency, far better 
results may l>e obtained by making the whole medical profession res- 
ponsible for proper medical help in times of war. In fact if India 
is to have a national army, medical conscription will have to he enforced 
on occasions of national emergency. This plea of maintaining whit© 
elephants on military grounds is on the fate of it untenable as an 
honest one. 

To put the matter bluntly, the anxiety of the Government to salve 
the problem of white unemployment has resulted in n permanent first 
mortgage of our resources to provide for their inflated salaries — a con- 
dition of things which is the largest contributory to the hollowness 
of the reforms and the impotence to which even the r most yirile of 
Ministers is reduced. It is well-known, Sir, that the late Sir Surendr* 
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Nath ||aaerjea attempted to take a definite step in the Indianuatiom 
of tke medical serv im, He has himself given us in his book, " A 
Nation in the making 11 the full story of his attempt in this direction^ 
He tried, to remove certain plates in the Medical College from the 
list of offices reserve^ for the Indian Medical Service as also to reduce* 
the numerical strength of the cadre of the Indian Medical Sendee on 
the Bengal Establishment from 40 to 24, and he even obtained tho 
sanction of the Secretary of State in this t*»half. But you have only 
to look into the latest Civil List # to find that the number has not yet 
decreased, and that his efforts only met with the usual lack of success. 

Regarding the withdrawal of certain appointments in*the Calcutta 
Medical College from the list of places reserved for the Indian Medical 
Service we understand that the perpetuation of this inquitous monopoly 
of the Indian Medical Seivice officers has l>een one of the first acta 
of Mr. Chakravarti's ministership. He has only recently put his hand 
und seal to some appointments of Indian Medical Service men in the 
Calcutta Medical College. To those* who can read the politico] situa- 
tion in the Council to-day thi* will hardly come as a surprise. To 
refuse to oblige the Reserve side of the Government is out of the 
question for one whose only support for the continuance of his ministry 
is the solid block of official and European votes. This is the first time 
in the history of the Reformed Councils when the Council has beet? 
so powerless as not to be able to throw out even one of the many 
obnoxious demands for grants put forward by the Bureaucracy. The 
Minister's pat tv have given their full support to Government it? 
resisting all the demands which the country has Wn making for n\er 
half a centurv. for they know that it is the only price which will 
serve to secure them the official vote*. Thus does the inordinate desire* 
to cling to office without considerations of principle, reveal itself ter 
the world in its true character. What a pitiful sight it is to find t» 
Minister standing against the very popular demand which he ns an 
ordinary member of this Council had emphatically supported only a 
year ago. 

In eonclusion I should like to make it clear that I do not grudge* 
to the I. M. S. men or any section of Europeans any reasonable gain 
that may result from any services they may render to India. Any 
racial feeling or consideration is far from my mind. What I do plead 
for is equal opportunity for our qualified men, both as a measure* 
demanded by our National self-respect as well as on the ground that 
the problems of our country can be best understood and devotedly 
solved by its own sons, who themselves are the victims of the adverse* 
conditions that are sought to be remedied. 

Or. KUMUD SANKAR ROY: T do not want to detain the House* 
at tfyia late hour with a long speech on (he subject. The demand in 
lor the medical establishment including tie medical officers of the 
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district* and of the Presidency Division and also of the Surgeon 
General. I submit that the duties of the Surgeon General and of these 
medical officers are not merely the treatment of the patients under 
their care in hospitals and dispensaries in different parts of the province. 
They have also a further important, duty of advising the Minister in 
charge on the serious problem of medical needs *>f the province. I 
submit in the latter duty they have miserably failed as it is evident 
from the manner in which the budget has been presented to us. A 
careful study of the budget will reveal the absolute inadequacy of the 
provision under practically all the heads of expenditure. No doubt 
the Government have made a few allocations and some allotments for 
fighting muluriu, kalazar and a few other items, but the,, amounts 
allotted are so meagre that it will not even touch the fringe of the 
whole problem. I maintain that the Government has not taken a 
wider view of the whole situation, for is it not a well known fact 
that thousands of people aie carried away by malaria, kalazar and 
tuberculosis and although some provision has been made for malaria 
and kalazar nothing has been done for the treatment of tuberculosis 
oases. About a lakh of people die of tuberculosis every year and this 
numlwr will go on increasing year after year unless something is done 
to prevent the disease from spreading and to treat the people actually 
nuffering from it. It may not be sufficiently known to all of us here 
that it is not possible if not absurd to treat tuberculosis patients 
except in special hospitals and sunataria. May I ask Government and 
its advisers whether any thought has l>een given to this subject ? I 
find no provision in the budget for combating with* it . T can multiply 
instances to show that many other important items have been left out 
in the budget which is l>efore us. For instance for a hospital for in- 
curable diseases no provision is to l>e found in the budget although 
the subject has been agitating the public mind for many years. There 
is also no provision for treatment of cancer cases although a large 
amount of money is spent every year in the treatment of lunatics. 
I submit that in Bengal the total number of eases of lunacy would 
not go up to more than two or three thousand at the most. Several 
lakhs of rujMM's are spent for them but there is no provision for treat- 
ment of tuberculosis although a lakh of people die every year from 
this disease alone. In every other part of the world, in every other 
country there is an agreement that seamen suffering from venereal 
diseases are entitled to free treatment at the cost of the State at all 
the imjMirtant ports. The British Government is also a party to that 
international agreement hut I ask what has the Government here done 
to fulfil their obligation and what arrangement has Keen made for the 
treatment and the prevention of venereal diseases. The whole secret 
of this short earning, in my opinion, lies in the fact that the persons 
responsible for the administration of this province usually select the 
very persons who are strungers to this province. I submit thAt the 
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appointment of a stranger as the Surgeon Genera! of Bengal i» un- 
desirable, he cannot solve the medical problems that face Bengal 
being thoroughly ignorant of the needs of the province and it takes 
bim 2 or 3 years to get himself acquainted with the subject under his 
care and probably at the end of* this period when he is in a position 
to do justice to th$ work before him he is compelled to retire. The 
time has come and, it will not do to delay this matter any further, 
a radical change must be made and a comprehensive scheme including 
all the tital problems ought to be taken in hand immediately. We 
are now simply tinkering with* them. The study of the budget .will 
show that it simply provides for the opening out of a window in one 
hospital and a door in another, it provides nothing for dealing with 
the real problems that face the country. I think it is the business of 
the Government who maintain such a large medical establishment to 
take the matter up seriously and put up a comprehensive scheme More 
the Council before long. With these words I support the motion of 
my friend Balm Nalinininjan Sarker. 

The motion of Ruhu Nalinininjan Sarker was then put und lost. 

Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till 2*d0 j«. M . on Thursday the 
24th March. 1927. at the Town Hull. Calcutta. 



PHMtodbig* ef the Miftal UsMrtivt eouviiH under tbr 

provisions of tho C o t oifim ertt of India Aot 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the 24th March, 1927, at 2-30 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhttri, 
of Snntosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’hle Members of the Executive 
Council, the two Hon’hle Ministers, and PH) nominated and elected 
members. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Electric generating plant at Dacca (Manipur) Farm. 

138. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: (a) With reference to the reply 
given to starred <|uestion No. 19 on the 23rd February 1927, will the 
llon’ble Minister in churge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries In* pleased to state whether any estimate was taken of the cost 
of erecting electric generating plant at Manipur Farm at Dacca? 

(b) If so, what is the amount? 

(c) If the answer to (o) is in the negative, will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state why no estimate was taken before the order for 
carrying the line from Dacca to Manipur wa" placet!? 

{d) Who is the proprietor of the firm that was asked to carry on 
the work? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon*bla Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan 
Chuxnavi): un Yes. 

(/>) An isolated plant to supply both the Dacca Central Farm and 
the promised Agricultural Institute was estimated to cost Us. 2,59,4*34 
(not including cost of buildings for power house, workshop, quarters, 
etc.). 

(c) The question does not arise. 

{<D The Dacca Electric Supply Company. This is a limited company 
and its Managing Directors are Messrs. Octavius Steel and Company, 
Limited, of Calcutta. 



©BRANDS Ft)R GRAifTO. 


am.) 


m 


M niw t i Boarding Hottai attaohad to fatmkMi 
Jubilaa Inatitutian. 

a 

m Rmi BATYENORA NATH ROY CHOUOHURI Bahadurt Will 

the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Department of Education b® 
pleased to a&at® — 

(i) whether there is a NVxuaaudra Boardiug Hostel attached to 
Patuakhali Jubilee Institution; 

(it) whether a corrugated shed was constructed by the committee 
by contracting debt; and 

(iti) whether the house is about to be sold for satisfaction of this 
debt ? 

MINISTER in ohargt of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Mon’ble Mr. Byomket Chakravarti): (n Yes, but for want of Naina- 
sudra students, the Boarding House is vacant. 

(it) Yes. 

(in) Yes, 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

Demands for grants. 

32.— MedtOal. 

Maulvi MOHAMED 8ADEQUE: i beg to mme that the demand 
ot Its. lo.O.ViOO under the head ’* 320 — Hospital* and 1)i« (am suites — 
Presidency Hospital* and I)isjH*ns*»ncH '* In* i educed by It*. 200 (page 
1 TO. Civil Estimate). 

Sir, the total e\|>niditurc undei the head ’* Ho«pitaU and Dispen- 
saries ” both voted and non-voted is Its. 24,32.000 and out of that 
Rs. Hi. (>9,000 are *pent for Presidency hospitals and dispensaries and 
only Its. *1,10,000 are spent from the Transferred side for the entire 
Bengal and a paltry mini of Its. 53,000 from the reserved side, which 
is realised from municipalities and district boards. It is curious, 
therefore, that not a single pie is sjxoit fiom the Reserved side, and 
why should nothing be realised from the Calcutta Corporation? Out 
of Rs. 3,10,000 spent from the Transferred side you realise Rs. 1,23,000 
from district boards and municipalities, but why the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion is not regarded to maintain hospitals and dispensaries as are done 
by municipalities and district boards? Now-, I do not object to your 
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upending lavishly for the dispensaries and hospitals in Calcutta, but 
what 1 object and resent is that you do not pay greater attention for 
the hospitals and dispensaries in the inufassal where the need is much 
greater and where the people also pay taxes and where there is greater 
necessity of hospitals and dispensaries for saving the people from 
malaria, kala-azar and other diseases, and still you do not spend a 
single cowrie there. I object to your making this invidious distinc- 
tion between the people in Calcutta and those in the inufassal. I want 
to know from the Hon 'hie Minister in charge whether he is prepared 
to pay greater attention tor the uncared for people of Bengal where 
sympathy and help is indeed needed. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (MEDICAL) (the Hon*ble Mr. Byomkes Chakravarti): 

I can assure my friend that I shall deal with the question he han raised, 
and I hope I shall be able to satisfy him. 

The motion of Maulvi Mohauied Sadeque was then, by leave ot the 
Council, withdrawn. 

245 i\m. 


Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Ks. 22,00,700 under head “ 92B. — Hospitals and Dis- 
pensaries” he reduced by Hs. 10(1 (page 109, Civil Kstimate). 

Sir, I move this in order to hn\e an opportunity of discussing the 
policy of tlie Medical Department so far a* it relates to hospitals and 
dispensaries and generally to the medical relief that is at present 
available to the rural population and that of the city of Calcutta. It 
is usual for Government to tr\ to re^Ut all our isditieul and economic 
demands with the parrot cry of the interests of the masses in danger, 
but when we actually look into the medical administration in the rural 
and inufassal areas we find that the attitude of Government is one of 
utter callousness to the sufferings of the people. 

The policy of the Government is to spend the greater part of the 
available monies on the city of Cah utta and even in the city the Presi- 
dency General Hospital where admissions are restricted to Europeans 
only takes a proportionately larger share. The disparity between the 
expenditure on the Presidency General Hospital and that on the 
Campbell Hospital is a key to the secret of the medical policy of 
Government. The city has the sum of Rs. 1 (’>,59,000 set apart for itself 
while all the rest of Bengal has to be content with less than a fourth 
part of this. In other words while a rupee and a half is spent per head 
of the population in Calcutta the rural population has to he contented 
with the magnificent grant of a couple of pies per head. I recognise 
that a part of the medical expenditure in Calcutta is intended to serve 
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the whole of Bengal a * in the case of such instruments, apparatus or 
installations of which the whole province cannot afford to have more 
than one or two. But this cannot sene to explain away the whole 
position as it exists; unci even affer making all due ullowames, it is 
impossible to shirk the conc lusion that the medical needs of the rural 
[M>pulation is a matter of no concern to the Government. 

In 192*1 the Presidency General Hospital maintained 2»V» beds. 
The daily average ol indcMir patients was 17*'» 47 and that of outdoor 
latients . r i*2(i onlv. Gf the total expenditure on the hospital in that 
rear the Government contribution to eac h bed was about Rs. 1.200. 

In the Campbell Hospital in 1922 there were 72*1 heels. The daily 
iverage of indoor patients was 418*22 and that of outdoor patients 
1*12. Of the total expenditure the Government contribution was. 
Rs. *1110 only per bed. This is exclusive of the outdoor patients of 
whom this dispensary has to look after 2* r > times more than the Presi- 
iency Genera! Hospital. How is it f hn t while there is one nurse for 
S‘HJ7 patients in the Cunipheil Hospital there is one foi 2*22 patients 
mly in the Presidency General Hospital? Medical officers, nurses, 
cervants, diet, medic ine, even thing’ is on a lavish scale in the latter. 
It is a matter of common knowledge that Mr. J. Chaudhuri, by no 
means a native of the* nigger vuiiety, not a jxditician of the fire-outing* 
irder. Mr. .1. Chaudhuri of all people wus refused admission into this 
hospital when he sought treatment for an urgent case of acc idental 
food poisoning. And hitters have appeared in the Press times without 
number accusing the authorities of a very despicable foim of ruce 
hatred bc‘ing curefulh fostered in these* institutions. All I say now 
is that the hospitals maintained l»\ public funds should be thrown open 
lo all without auv distinction of luce or colour. 

A perusal of the* Civil last leaves one with a most depressing feel- 
ings. In everv institution all the top rungs are occupied by Europeans 
with no better qualifications than many of the Indians. In fact no 
meastire of Indianisation has at all taken place. Prestige is proverbially 
blind. Else it were imjsissihle to explain the retention of the present 
incumbent of the* office of the Head of the Medical College Hospital. 
His one ac hievement is that of having risen to prominence by sheer 
inefficiency. He has an increasing share of the attention of the Press. 
I wonder why the claims of a qualified Indian has not yet been recog- 
nised for this post, of which this province has now plenty. It should 
lie the aim of the Government hereafter to fill up these |K»sts with 
Indians of standing and approved merit in the independent medical 
profession. It should also he made a condition of the grant that the 
hospitals should be open for admission in more adequate numbers to 
the men of the medical profession of repute as honorary visitors, phy- 
sicians and surgeons* This will ultimately contribute to a gradual 
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decrease in the number of paid officers required. The combined super 
vision by officials and non-officials, the representatives of the Govern- 
ment and of the people, will be a potent means of stimulating honest 
and regular work in the hospitals and in the schools attached. It will 
jalso have to be niude a condition precedent to the grant that facilities, 
*o far as possible, should be given for the clinical training of students 
at such hospitals. 

Though tuberculosis is taking its heavy toll of a lakh of lives every 
^ear f the Government has not yet thought fit to start an institution 
for the treatment of the victims of this fell disease. They have not even 
cared to help private institutions founded for this purpose though 
they have not been slow to recognise the necessity of a huge mental 
hospital for the treatment of about a thousand people suffering from 
dementia, or contributing here and there to institutions like the Eden 
Sanitarium, the Calcutta Hospital Numes* Association and the like. I 
may inform the House, Sir, that my friend J)r. K. S. Ray, a member 
of this House and our Deputy Trader Dr. B. C. Roy have started an 
institution at Jadavpur within an area of six miles from the Government 
House. They are struggling under financial and other difficulties and 
I do not understand whv the public revenue should not go to their 
nssistance to make t ho institution successful and useful to the people. 

Then as regards provision for medical help in the mufussal ami 
rural areas a local dispensary lias to serve on the average an area ot 
7M square miles and nearly iiO.OOO persons look up to a single dis- 
pensary for t heir medical relief. One can well imagine the sense of 
duty that a single practitioner attached to such a dispensary with the 
meagre remuneration that lie gets, can bring to hear on his work. N*> 
wonder it happens so often that the whole locality is thrown on the 
merries of an ill-schooled compounder: while the equipment of thes* 
dispensaries and hospitals in the matter of medicine and apparatus i- 
indeed the lust word in shahhitiess. This is merely an ujwdogy for 
medical help, or the lack of it, as legards the rural population. 

It is necessary that the district towns and rural areas should have 
better facilities than they enjoy at present. As a first step the hos- 
pitals in the district towns should he so extended and fully equipped 
that the people may not have to run to Calcutta even for uu ordinnn 
major operation to say nothing of minor diseases; and the local dis- 
pensaries which are at present controlled and financed by the district 
hoards should have also some improvement in better equipment of 
medicine and other necessaries. For these purposes I would press that 
n sum of Us. t?f» lakhs he set apart from the surplus of about rupees 
*2 mores for the medical equipment of the district hospitals and the 
dispensaries in the rural areas. 
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A popular medical policy must recognise the value of the Ayurvedic 
and the TTnani systems of medicine. As the Lee Commission wants to 
aecitte choice of treatment by men of the patient's own race* why 
should we not follow the same policy of securing the choice of medi- 
cine from our own indigenous drugs as far as possible. So it is 
necessary that a central college aud hospital of indigenous medicine 
nhould l>e established which will carry on research work in these 
systems and at the same time offer treatment to the diseased. Instead 
of showing their interest in th#m by fits and starts the Government 
must take a definite step just us they have done in Madras by establish- 
ing a central Government College of indigenous medicine. 

Lastly, the administration and management of hospitals receiving 
Government grants should 1 h» vested in a statutory governing body 
consisting of officials and non-officials, medical men, business-men and 
other lepresentative people. Let me, Sir, take this opportunity of 
pointing out that this is eminently one of the fields of activity in 
which our ladies can render good service and women members should 
therefore also be added to such a body. There should be a majority 
of elected members in this committee. This committee should have 
statutory power to raise funds for improvement ami control the expen- 
diture and take all steps necessary for the extensions or improvement 
and conduct of the institutions. 


Ra|« BHUPEMDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Naahlpurs 

Mr. President, Sir, I rise to support the cut made in the Medical 
Department grant; to me it appears that some sort of censure should 
:h* laid on the Department, not only for this sin of commission, hut 
dso for those of omission. It is true that we have a number of dis- 
pensaries in the province, but are they sufficient to the needs of the 

province h Bengal compares very lamentably with the medical work 
lone in the West. From the little money which we have in hand for 
he maintenance of charitable dispensaries and hospitals it is sur- 
prising to find that about 00 per cent, goes to establishment, towards 
he pay of the medical officers, compounders and ho on; and only 
0 per cent, is set apart for medicines and other forms of medical 
vlief. I have personally examined the budgets of the Distric t Board 
•f Murshidubad and the municipalities of that district, as also the 
pudgets of local boards of other districts, and I was struck to find 

bat in all cases the proportions of the amount spent under medical 

reads, were invariably the same as I have indicated. I did not think 
hat this policy of spending only 10 per cent, for medicine is at all 
proper. If he place the highest authority, a great physician and 
urgeon with the meagre sum of 10 per cent, of the total amount of 
he expenditure for the purchase of medicines, he would not be much 

80 
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benefited by his services. He would do no better than a mere apothe- 
cary placed in his stead. I appeal to the Hon'ble Minister to see 
that at least 25 per cent, of the total sum which we set apart for medical 
relief be spent on medicine, especially in the mufassal. 

There is another matter 1 should also like to allude to. Training as 
a doctor under the western system of medicine is not an easy task; it 
is spread over a number of years and the cost is prohibitive in most 
cases. In our medical colleges and schools the students complain, and 
are often forced to leave, owing to lack of funds because of the cost 
involved and the many years they have to spend. In addition, it is 
well known that admission to medical institutions is strictly restrained, 
owing to the want of proper accommodation, all this goes to lessen 
the number of persons who eventually pass out as qualified* physicians. 
As a matter of fact to get admission into a medical institution is often 
more difficult than to pass the examination itself. The seats Wing 
thus limited for students, we cannot expect a sufficient numWr of 
physicians to be turned out to meet the requirements of the people. 
I do not desire to introduce economy at the expense of efficiency. Our 
object is to give medical relief to the people as much us possible, no 
matter what system we adopt. We have other systems of medicine 
more congenial to the country and less expensive. 1 allude to the 
Ayurvedic and Fnani systems, as systems of medicine, these are at 
present decried, because, forsooth, a few Englishmen do not believe 
in them never mind what we, Indians, may hold as our belief. I imagine 
the Hon 'hie Member is not one in this category of blissfully ignorant 
people. He, I understand, is a great admirer of other systems of 
medicine also. The work of our kavirajee is pooh-poohed, though the 
present allopaths are prescribing and using very frequently Kaviraji 
medicines. From my own personal experience 1 have found some 
eminent allopaths speaking highly of Mukarudhaja, a well-known indi- 
genous medicine. Yet in the face of these things the veriest tyro of an 
apothecary of the West has his prescriptions honoured and his nostrums 
swallowd by a set of credulous people, who think they are getting 
Wtter, until it is too late to think at all. At the present time Honupo- 
pathy in America and Germany has supplanted the worn-out and 
effete system of Allopathy. I would then urge upon the Government 
the necessity of subsist ing the Ayurvedic* colleges here and chiefly the 
one which the late Knvirnj Jamini Rhushnn Hoy gave his very life to 
establish. I appeal to the linn 'hie Minister to encourage these indi- 
genous systems of medicine, by establishing a few dispensaries even 
though it W as an experimental measure. 

lake also the case of training of our Aim. In the villages they are 
allowed to go about, without any proper training, beyond wdiat they 
get from their old grandmothers. The result is that they toy with 
humun life and the colossal loss of child-life in Bengal is Wing more and 
more borne upon us. We may have our Baby Weeks to serve aa 
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periodic reminders, fo stir us from our state of lethargy, hut we noon 
go to sleep again. Every effort should he made by the Government to 
hive a aeries of lectures given to these people, who dabble, at present, 
in human life with os much sen^e of responsibility as some of ns dabble 
in politics. Most of our charitable dispensaries could with profit 
set apart some time and space for this useful work and the Government 
could well arrauge a series of lectures <0 be given at such centres. 
I know that l)r. Bamandus Mukherjee has started to trail* <ltm % in 
his native village at Murshidahnd and the result is must satisfactory. 
His work is worthy of emulation. If the Government is in right earnest 
about it, things will be readily done; os for me I cannot think of a 
better nation-building department than this which seeks to build the 
nation, by protecting it from the scourges that are now enervating oud 
emasculating it to a state of inefficiency and helplessness. 

I emphasise the needs of the department, which call for immediate 
attention. 

8 V.m. 


Raj HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: ] rise to support the motion 
that has Wen moved by my friend Buhu Nulinirunjun Kurker. In 
doing so 1 desire to invite the attention of the Council to the Medical 
budget for the coming year. It will W seen on referring to page f».1 
of the Financial Statement that the provision for hospitals and dispen- 
saries in the coming \ear comes up to IN. ; whereas the provi- 

sion for hospitals and dispensaries for the current year, that is, 
was IN. that is. IN. 2 lakhs less lias been provided for the 

coming year. Whether this has been done as a response in anticipa- 
tion of the co-operation to 1 m* received front the llon’hle Minister in 
c harge of the Department or not, I do not know, hut the fact stands that 
less provision has Wen made for hospitals and disjiensaries so far as 
the coming year is concerned. 

Now, Sir, the next thing to which 1 desire to draw the attention 
of the Council is the {tositinn of Bengal so tar as the State hospitals 
and dispensaries are concerned. It will he seen on a reference to 
statistics that in Madras there are 47 State or public hospitals and 
dispensaries; in Bombay no less than 4b hut so far as Bengal is con- 
cerned, there are only 10. Whether this is an enviable position for 
Bengal or not I leave it to the members to say. Whether simply the 
hand and the l>odvguurd* alone can maintain the status of Bengal os 
the premier province of India or not, I also leave that to the member* 
of the Council to der ide. 

In this connection I would also like to jwiint out what contribution 
is made by the people towards the maintenance of the hospitals and dis- 
pensaries in this province. Again, it will W seen on referring to the 
Statistics that so far as the veur«1924 is concerned the income from 



4ft0 


DEMANDS POE GBANT8. 


[34th Mae. 


local and municipal funds for hospitals was Rs. 13,50,000 and the 
income from Government contribution was Rs. 2,68,000 only. It will 
thus be seen that the people of Bengal contribute at least five or six 
times more towards the maintenance of hospitals and dispensaries than 
the Government. But what is the proportion so far as the other pro- 
vinces are concerned ? In Bombay the income from Government funds 
is Rs. 14 t 39,000 and wbut is the income from loc.nl and municipal 
funds Y Only Rs. 10,89,000. Thus the Government of Bombay provide 
more towards the hospitals and dispensaries than the people of Bombay. 
Take the case of Madras. There also the income from Government funds 
towards this end is Rs. 15,84,000 whereas the income from local and 
municipal funds is only Rs. 20,13,000. That is, the income from Gov- 
ernment funds is almost 75 per cent, of the income from the local and 
municipal funds. But as I have pointed out before, in Bengal the 
position is altogether reversed. Here the Government contribute only 
one-fifth or one-sixth of the total income of hospitals and dispensaries. 
After placing these figures for the consideration of the Council I resume 
my seat. 

The motion of Balm Naliniranjan Sarker was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Bftbu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: “That the demand of 
Its. 1,70,000 under the head 4 820. — Grants for Medical Purposes ’ be 
reduced by Its. 100 (page 173, Civil Estimate). 


R«i NARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : I l>eg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 45,87,000 under the head “ 32. — Medical ” be reduced 
by Re. 1 (page 163, Civil Estimate). 

In moving this motion 1 am actuated by the desire to get certain 
information from Government. In the first place 1 want to know what 
effect the Government is going to give to the recommendation of the 
Lee Commission so fur as the Medical Service is concerned. It will 
be in the recollection of many of us that the Ijce Commission recommend- 
ed that altogether a new service- — Civil Medical Service — should be 
instituted. They further recommended that the Indian Medical Service 
should lie gradually nhsortad in the Royal Army Medical Corps, hut on 
referring to the Civil List I find that the strength of the Indian Medical 
Service is almost the same as it was when the liee Commission's Report 
saw the light of day. Not only, that, Sir, I also find that the cadre of 
the Indian Medical Service has been further strengthened. I therefore 
■wont to kwv\ what effect, if any, is going to be given to the recom- 
mendation of the I^ee Commission that there should be a Civil Medical 
Service for the province? I suggest that it should lie instituted as soon 
as possible. 
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•f CRETAN Y to GOVERNMENT, LOCAL SIL F-CCVE RN MINT 
DEPARTMENT (Mr. J. C. P ry wm w d)t In reply to the question of 
Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri I may say that no decision has yet bwn 
reached on the subject as this Qovemment is still awaiting the ordera 
of the Secretary of State. It is a very difficult and complicated 
question and it is still under examination. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: May I speak on this motion Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hobble Raja Maranatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri, 
af tantoeh): I am sorry I cannot allow you to do so as the debate is 
supposed to be closed after Government reply. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Is not the honide member 
entitled to speak on this motion. Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not unless there aie exceptional reasons Govern* 
merit fnust have the last m»v and Mr. Drummond was authorised by the 
flon'hle Minister to speak on behalf of Government. 

The motion of Hui Harendranath Chaudhuri was then put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Its. 4o,87,000 he grunted for expenditure 
under the head “ TJ. — Medical ” was then put and agreed to. 


33.— Public Health. 

MINISTER in oherge of DEPARTMENT off LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (PUBLIC HEALTH) (the Hon’bJf Mr. Byomket 
Chekraverti) : On the recommendation of II in Excellency the Governor 
I l>eg to move that a sum of Its. .'{2,67.fi00 la* granted for expenditure 
under the hem! ** -Id. — Public Health” (page ISO, Civil Estimate}. 

In connection with this matter I waut to state to this House that 
about three years ago a ref ill ring grant of Its. 3 lakhs was made for 
5 year*. No advantage was taken of that because the scheme which 
was required had not been completed. When I assumed of! ice I found 
that the grant for the year 1926*27 would also lapse. Upon that I 
spoke to the Health Officer, also to the Director of Public Health 
and to the Finance Department with the result that we were able to 
frame a scheme which would apply to the whole of Bengal necessitat- 
ing an outlay of about Re. 12 lakhs from the fund* of Government 
to be supplemented by R«. 6 lakhs which in provided by the district 
boards. The plan is shortly this; that the prevention of cholera* 
small -pox, kala-acar and malaria and other disease* which, if neglected, 
would a hr u me an epidemic character should be at once attended to. 
The main idea in to divide the whyle of the country into units on the 
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system of thanas. There are roughly speaking about 650 thanas in 
this province and we shall require for the purpose of working out this 
plan 600 medical officers — assistant surgeons. In addition we should 
require medicines, disinfectants and # so on. I cannot go into the 
details of this scheme but any hon’ble member of this Bouse who 
desires to study more accurately and in detail the plans of Government 
he will be welcome. The working out of this scheme* must necessarily 
require a certain amount of time. We have made enquiries and we 
find that we can get those 600 doctors,* one in charge of each thana, 
but however, as it has been delayed, we thought, therefore, that a 
beginning ought to 1 h* made and a beginning will* be made at once, and, 
us the materials are available, the whole scheme will be given effect to 
for affording medical relief which has been long overdue. 

3-15 c m. 

Maulvi 8YED MAQBUL HU8AIN: Sir, I beg to mo\e that the 
demand of Hs. 1,00,440 under the head “ 33 A. — Public Health 
Establishment — Pay of Assitant Directors of Public Health and other 
Gazetted Officers ” be refused (page 183, (’ivil Estimate). 

Sir, in moving this motion my object is not obstruction or any 
scathing criticism but active and wholebeaited co-operation with the 
department, that is, by means of the saving which would Ik* effected 
by the refusal of tin* pay of these Assistant Directors of Public Health 
and other Gazetted Officers more funds can be allotted for the purposes 
of public health. Now, Sir, these officers — the Assistant Directors i if 
Public Health and other Gazetted Officer?* — ate merely advisory 
officers: they have no executive functions. At present, I think the 
members of the House know, there is a health officer in even* district 
board and municipality, and also a sanitary inspectoi, and the public 
health work of the district is carried on by them. Now, the function 
of these Assistant Directors of Public Health is that during the course 
of a year they once visit a district board or a municipal area, and 
sometimes they consult the chairman of the district l>oard or the muni- 
cipality, and with that their activity ceases. I submit that for this 
purpose so many Assistant Directors of Public Health and other 
Gazetted Officers are not at all necessary. It appears that liefore 1623 
there were three Assistant Directors, hut since that year the number of 
Assistant Directors has l*eeii increased to seven and that of the other 
Gazetted Officers to eight. Now, the functions of these officers, I 
submit, are not clearly known. It sometimes appears that some letters 
or circulars from the office of the Director of Public Health are issued 
under the signature — or over the signature — of these officers. My 
submission is that since there are district health officers and munic ipal 
health officers in all the districts, this money which has been allotted 
for the pay of these officers can be easily spared and used for the 
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puifNMft ol public health. Further, the work of the#* district and 
municipal health officer# are supervised by the chairman and the vice* 
chairman, and other officers, as well* as by the member# of those bodies, 
and that is quite sufficient. For the purpose of simply giving advice 
so many officer# are not necessary, and I think 1 am supported in 
this contention of mine by the Report of the Bengal Retrenchment 
Committee. I find 'that next year no allotment ha# lieen made for the 
purpose of providing 1 anti-cholera vaccine. During the current year 
Km. 15,000 ha# been allotted aud*for the next vein, c.c., 1927-28, there 
is to Ih* no allotment. F«»i the purchase and distiihution of disinfect- 
ants and anti-cholera vacc ine Rs, 20,000 was allotted for the current 
year, while for the next year, 1927-28, nothing has been provided. 
Now, my submission is that instead of maintaining so many Assistant 
Directors of Public Health and (curetted Officers, n:., 7 and 8, we 
should reduce their number to the minimum and utilise their pay for 
the purpose of augmenting the funds for public health work. In 192*1, 
the Bengal Retrenchment Committee reported: 


‘ As regards it* getieiul activities uc have 1h*ch informed that no 
great benefit iH discernible in the districts, and that in ordinary matter# 
of public* health, the health officers employed by district Imai'd#, the 
Oivil Surgeons, and non-technual local officers of Voiiitnoii-«etise can 
accomplish all that the available fund# will permit. In a purely 
advisory department we consider that there is no need for maintaining 
a local staff of assistant directors. These officers, cd whom there are 
four, inspect municipulitic» and assist local Icodics in comliafiiig 
disease*. Then have no part in the preparation of water-supply or 
sewerage schemes, and ihcv have no executive function#. They make 
simple and general observations on the sanitary conditions of muni- 
cipalities. which for the most part, we believe, are not lcevond tin* 
powers of the local nori-technicnl inspecting officers to make. Where 
a technical point of diffic ulty arises it could Im* dealt with by an officer 
deputed cn/ hoc by the Director. A# regard** epidemic# tin* proper 
function of the department is to advise as to their prevention and 
treatment, but the executive action based on such advice must test 
with the local authorities. The Public* Health Department, moreover, 
i# not concerned with the treatment of individual case# of disease 
resultrtig from an epidemic, nor should it lie responsible for the pro- 
vision of medical officer# for epidemic work. We accept the evidence 
that the local assistant director# can quite safely lx* dispensed with, 
and we recommend that their posts lie abolished. M 

This Report was submitted in January, 192-1, and I submit that 
no action ha# been taken upon this recommendation. Tn fact, it 
appears that these officer# am* maintained with little benefit to the 
country. If the money which is spent on these officer# lie utilised for 
augmenting the funds of the district board# and the rnuniripalitie#. 
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then I believe much good would be done to the public. Sir, with these 
words I move this motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. President, Sir, I 
thought that I should not speak on this motion, but now I think that 
I should be failing in my duty if I do not say something about health 
officers. Sir, as member of a district board, I may say from experience 
that many district boards do not require the services of such health 
officers. Sir, before the non-co-operation period I was a member of the 
district board for five years, and during those five years we passed 
resolutions in the district board refusing to have health officers, but 
the Government of the time threatened us with the abolition of the district 
board and thrust upon us health officers. 

Sir, the services of a health officer for a district like Faridpur are 
not required, becuuse we find that his duties are very simple which do 
not require such a fat-salaried man to perform. Sir, the only thing 
that we find him doing at present is to go round the villages at the 
time of cholera epidemics and tell people that they should drink 
boiled water. Sir, it does not require a health officer of Hs. 4(H) or 
Its. r >(M) to go round the villages and ask the people to drink tailed 
water. Hut there is no water for drinking, and yet the health officer 
goes on asking the people to drink boiled water. Sir, foul water even 
by boiling does not become good. We require good drinking water 
and if w’e get it cholera will vanish in no time, and there will be no 
necessity for the health officer to go round the villages instructing the 
jwople to drink boiled water. So, Sir, instead of spending money over 
these white elephants, I would request the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
to make enquiries whether the districts really need the services of 
these health officers. 1 do not grudge the services of these health 
officers to those districts which really need them. Hut I submit thut 
there are many district boards — I can cite at least one example, that 
of Faridpur — which do not require the services of a health officer. 
The district lamrd may, with the approval of Government, employ ordin- 
ary doctors during epidemics, and they can tour in the villages for the 
purpose of treating diseased patients. This i" a thing for which I appeal 
to the Hon’ble Minister in charge to take action on the lines I have 
suggested. 

With these word", Sir, I Wg to support the motion. . 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I have to differ 
from my friend the mover of the motion as regards the utility of 
the health officer in the districts and the need of supervision over them 
by experts. I remember the Hon’ble Mr. Chakravarti himself pro- 
testing against the appointment of a health officer at a time when 1 
was merely a visitor in this House. I was also of opinion that the 
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health officers were more or leas useless, but being in office I hero 
come round to the view that there is great scope for the work of health 
officers in .the present circumstances of the country. Sir, if you 
remember the present duties entrusted to them in Bengal, you will 
find that as a matter of fact they are entrusted with the duty of 
combating diseases like malaria, kalu-axur, small-pox, cholera, 
etc. I have just Yome back from my district and I found there had 
been certain epidemic diseases such as choleru and small-pox. I know 
this from my own experience. * 

Sir, it is impossible to deal in *uch matter's adequately without 
the health officer and in the matter of supervising and co-ordinating 
the different activities of the department. I do not say that the 
health officers arc fully doing their duties at the present moment, but 
I do say that given proper scnjn* and facilities they can effect a lot 
of improvement in the public health of the villages. I would only 
inform my friend the mover of the motion that through the heulth 
officer aud the sanitary in**|H*ctor we are examining the scheme of n 
touring exhibition in our district which is exacted to bring about u 
little more knowledge of sanitation and hygiene in the villages. Bui 
the question of finance stands in the way of our giving effect to the 
scheme. When an epidemic occurs, tin* health officer is there to look 
after the sending of doc tors and to see whether the doctors are doing 
their work properly. Moreover, the present regime of non-official 
chairman, and vice-chairman, requires that so fur as public* health, 
sanitation aud hygiene are concerned tbeie should be a sort of inspect- 
ing stuff uh technical adviseis to the board in these matters. In these 
cin uiffstances, although I mwlf was at the beginning against the 
entertainment of health officers, I think that it i* not the proper time 
now to consider whether they should W abolished, tar less any super- 
vision over them. On the other hand. I think that greater effort* 
should Ih» directed towards utilising them fully so that more work 

d-dU r.M. 

could be got out of them. I still believe that they will be able to dcr 
more work for us, specially hygiene and in matters of inspection. 
Probably the hon’ble members will remember tffnt kalu-axnr and anti- 
malarial centres have l**en opened with subsidies of Government and 
district board grants. There is absolutely nobody to inspect these 
knla-axar and anti-malarial centres unless the health officer* do it. 
There are Civil Surgeons I know but it is difficult for them on account 
of the multifarious duties they have to perform to do this work. Just 
now we were considering as to how far it is possible to give a little 
more power and responsibility to the health officers to utilise their 
•ervtcea fully in this work. 8ir. I do not agree with the mover of this 
motion that inspection work over these health officers are not needed* 
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I am also* connected with one of the district boards and I hold quite 
the opposite view. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi ABDU8 8 ATTAR : I fully agree with Khan 
Bahadur Azizul Haque and am not in a position to support my friend 
who has moved his motion for this simple reason that, as Khan Bahadur 
has told us, although with regard to the appointment 'of many of these 
health officers in the beginning we looked with suspicion that they 
would be of no use to us, that they would be as so many white elephants 
but gradually as they have been working we find that they are doing 
really good work uud for this particular staff of people my friend the 
mover should not have taken any objection. Although the Retrench* 
ment Committee recommended their abolition it was so far back as in 
192*1, but since then their usefulness have been proved and if these 
posts are abolished now it is not known where these officers will go 
or what they will do. Therefore my submission is that us this depart- 
ment is under the control of a Minister, we can go up to him. T*et 
us do this and make suggestions with regard to this department, let 
us, if we can, minimise the number of diseases. It is no use this House 
moving a cut and removing these people. It i* theiefoie difficult for 
Us to support this motion, and I oppose it. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I want to know whether in 
this motion we are discussing the pay of public health officer* or the 
health officers appointed by the different district boards in general. 
I believe there is a very restricted outlook in thi> motion. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: A* I read this motion I think 
the grant includes the pay of the Assistant Directors of Public Health 
and other gazetted officers. The district Iniutd health officers are 
partly Government officers and partly district hoard officers because 
half of their pay is contributed by Government and the other half is 
borne by the district board. 

Maulvi 8YED MAQBUL HU8AIN : This motion refers to the 
pay of Assistant Directors of Public Health and other guzetted officers. 
There is another item*in which the health officers who are partly paid 
by Government and partly by the district hoard are shown. 

8ECRETARY to* GOVERNMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. <1. A. Woodhaad): May I explain the position, Sir. This motion 
only refers to the pay of the Assistant Director of Public Health aud 
other gazetted officer*. District health officers of district boards are 
printed under another item — Contributions to the |>ay of health officers. 
The motion moved has therefore no reference to district board district 
health officers. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: I think the issue involved in the motion is 
now dear. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUpTA: Sir. it is in regard to the 
Assistant Directors of Public Health that l want to say a few words. 
It pains me to find that criticisms are directed towards these officer* 
as being useless amt unnecessary. There is u great confusion in this 
criticism. These gentlemen ure not unnecessary or useless hut because 
there is no scheme to work ujmn, because the Government is tor the 
last three years or more undecided as to what steps they should take 
for public health, while 4,000 Minis are dying daily in Rental that 
these officers are not proving necessary nor useful. I further note that 
these officers are still now regarded as temporary officers, they are 
not being made permanent so there is some force in the ctiticistu that 
they are useless and unnecessary though at the same time they would 
be useful and necessary if there is M»me work to <1«» and if the Govern- 
ment will make up its mind to do something towards the public health 
which really will benefit the public. 

I think that what 1 have got to nay. 

The motion ot Mauhi S\cd Macjbul Husain was then put and lost. 

Sri jut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: 1 move that the demand of 
Kk. 7,‘JG.fM Kl under the head “ TIA Public Health Establishment ** 
be reduced b\ He, 1 (page lSl, (’i\il Estimate). 

Sir. the object of this motion i- to protest against the way in which 
this most imjMirtant department a department whose activities most 
vitally affc< t the futuie welfaie and progress of the pimple of this 
province is Inong admini-tcied. 

The total grant under this head is Rs. 32,07,000 out of which 
Rs. 7,20,000 is demoted to establishment charges. This means that 
the establishment charges alone amount to uhnut 22 per cent, of the 
entire grunt. 

I do not promise to take up the time of the House bv discussing 
in detail the different grants under this head. I will leave it to 
this House to consider that in a province where, according to official 
estimates, on an average, deaths of so many as 1,500 persons occur 
even* day from malaria alone, in addition to the deaths that are 
due to cholera, small-pox, kalu-azar and such other preventable 
diseases, the sum of Rs. 80,000 has been provided for anti-malarial 
measures in rural areas. One fails to understand w-hat effective 
intensive anti-malarial campaign ins jmesible in the vast rural areas 
of this province with this magnificent sum through the agencies of 
medical officers and village workers. ^ 
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A sum of only Rs. 2,60,000 has been provided as grants to local 
bodies for improvement of rural water-supply in a province where 
the problem of rural water-supply is daily becoming more and more 
acute. The estimated grant for this purpose in 1926-27 was 
Rs. 2,84,000 and we find that the revised estimate for the same year 
rose to Its. 8,07,000. There can be absolutely po justification for 
the reduction that has been effected in the budgeted grant for the 
purpose. Pure drinking water is the most crying need of the people 
living in villages and you can touch only the fringe of this problem 
with this amount when you take into consideration the fact that 
we have over 80,000 villages in Bengal. 

A sum of Its. 8,00,000 has been provided for Public Health 
organization in the district* of the province. An explanation is due 
to this House why out of Its. 3,00,000 granted for this purpose only 
Its. 1,00,000 could be spent during 1926-27. 

A sum of Its. 1.90.000 has been provided to earn’ on a vigorous 
unti-kula-aznr campaign in the different parts of the province in 
place of Us. 2,00,600 budgeted last year. The reduction in the 
amount of the grant for anti-kalu-uzar campaign is indefensible. 

I move this motion to place on record our most emphatic protest 
against the actions of the Government for providing such quite 
inadequate and insufficient funds for such works of vital importance 
resulting in the alarming increase of our sickness and poverty and 
consequent national degeneration. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Sir, in view of malaria and other 
diseases that, have been in existence here for a number of years th# 
most needed tiling at the present moment i* the establishment of-is#!*! 
health societies throughout the whole country. But for this 
Government has got no money. A year ago the Government issued 
a circular stating that if the local people would want the establishment 
of health societies and contribute a certain amount of money towards 
it, then the Government would be prepured to pay double the amount 
raised. That was a great incentive no doubt, and the |>eople began 
to establish village health societies in the district**. But no sooner 
these societies had been established than the Government made a 
limitation mam its grant. Government then said that they would 
pay only Ks. 100 as the maximum suui. So it will be seen that a 
limitation has been put upon th.e Government grant. 

Sir, it is of vital importance that health societies should be 
established throughout the province. But for this Government pays 
very little money. Government has not got any interest in our 
health. If the Government maintains this department it is main* 
taining it not for us but for the white people who are inhabiting this 
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country. Our European friends here and those of their calibre think 
that ire swarajists are out to hurl our invectives and vituperations in 
season and out of season and they see no reason why we should not 
co-operate with them. I submit that in this matter we are not at 
fault. If any change in our mentality has been wrought it has been 
wrought by your Government ami by those magnificent potentates 
who are the props *aml supports of Government. We swarajists are 
not constitutionally disloyal. 

3-45 p.m. 


We swarajists are not disloyal constitutionally, but you have 
created that provocative instinct in us. You bad seen for yourselves 
how the sacred memory of Queen Victoria has been enshrined in our 
recollections. Even now we are generous, ami we give you a warn- 
ing that you have come to the brink of the precipice. If you take 
heed ami mend matters and avoid going on in this fashion it is well. 
If you <lo not your fall is inevitable and not only the jieojde of 
Bengal, but the people of tjie whole of India will seriously think 
whether they .should not subscribe themselves to the swurojyu creed 
ami liecoine swarajists in principle. 

Tlie motion of Si i jut Taraknatii Muketjeu was then put ami lost. 


Baku NALINIRANJAN BARKERS 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 20,49,000 under the head “ .'W, — Public Health — Grants 
for Public Health purpose* ” l»e reduced by Rs. KMI (page 180, Civil 
Estimate). 

Aly object, Sir, in making this motion is to draw the attention 
the House to the s up i lienees of Government in regurd to this vital 
jpfrrtp of public health. 

■#r far the Government huve maintained an attitude of apathy 
Srhich is hard to distinguish from hostility regarding question* of 
public health. What interest they have taken by fits and starts has 
resulted in the grant of small sums which could not eveu lie spent 
for want of projier schemes. 

I have only to quote a few figures to enlighten the House about 
the alarming state of our public health. The normal test of the 
health and vitality of a people are the birth and death rates, the 
infantile mortality and the exjiectation of life. The average death 
rate in Bengal for the three deceuniul periods starting from 1894 stand* 
at 32 7, 31 *5 ami 30 G per mille respectively, and the percentage has 
shewn a decline only of 0*4 during a period of 30 years. At this 
rate it will take more than two centuries to approach the rate of 
England and Wales. In fact our death-rate is the highest in the 
world. In 1923 which was characterised as a “ singularly healthy 
year** no less than 34 *0 per cent, of the total deaths occurred among 
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the children under the age of 5 years. Out of 1,000 children under 
one year of age 132 succumb to an untimely end and of the other* 
less than 50 per cent, of the children born ever reach the age of 10. 
These figures are a significant commentary on the claim of the 
British Government that India is materially progressing. 

If the waste of children is sad, the shortage of human life is 
appalling, so much so, that longevity is practically unknown; for the 
figure of the average expectation of life for Bengal now stands at 
21 years as against 03*8 in England where the figure was steadily 
raised from the low level of 34 0 — an achievement which English 
sanitation may ever be proud of. On the other hand, but little is 
gained in this country from the high birth rate of 29*9,* in itself an 
index of the jwiverty and low vitality of our people. It is a well- 
accepted scientific fact that both the birth-rate arid the death-rate 
fall pari passu with the increase in the standard of living and the 
physical well-being of the people. If this country is to have any 
future then it is of the utmost importance that we should do some- 
thing to restore the balance between rate of births and infantile and 
generul mortality. The life and health of the children which, as a 
British statesman once said, are the best assets of a nation, depend 
upon the condition of living of their parents, their food, clothing, 
housing and habits of life. You cannot, therefore, improve their 
health so long as they are brought up in dirt and destitution. The 
sanitary conscience will have to l>e aroused in the minds of the 
people and the necessity of raising the standard of living must he 
widely recognised and worked for. 

Ah for the general mortality two-thirds of the death* are caused 
by preventable diseases many of which have either been completely 
eliminated in more advanced countries or have undergone a great 
reduction. The same policy of carrying on somehow has been 
pursued in this case, and some tardy steps have recently lieen taken 
in the way of preventive measures, but hardly anythiug has really 
Wen accomplished as yet. 

The failure is due to the lack both of u clear policy of public 
health reform, and of the necessary machinery to grapple with the 
problem boldly. We are glad to be told that the policy of the late 
Mr. Das’s scheme has at last Wen adopted, and a provision of rupees 
three lakhs has Wen made to give effect to that scheme which will 
entail a recurring expenditure of aWut Rs. 12 lakhs per year. Ijet 
me point out to the members, however, that the central idea of 
Mr. Bus's scheme isi that a statutory Ward of trustees is to be 
created with power to them to spend moneys in such banner as they 
think necessary in the iuterests of the people. We have not Wen 
favoured with the detail* of t tlie scheme and we hope Wfore the 
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ftofame is actually put into operation the same will be published lor 
public criticism, so that at least we may be certain that tjiia is not 
a were empty bid for popular favour, but has something real behind 
it. 


Devised after careful consideration a well-conceived scheme of 
public health organisation in Bengal can be made to look as attrac- 
tive as the best commercial proj position. Specialists in this sphere- 
have already made a rough estimate of the material loss that our 
country has sustained by allowing epidemics to ravage the country 
unchecked. 4 * It is calculated that the direct mutual cost of sick- 
ness and death resulting from malaria in India is l>etween f»0 and lift 
million jtounds sterling and this, 1 h» it noted, is but the direct los* 
taking no account of the even greater indirect losses due to the 
resultant impaired productive jatwer of labour/' 

Now, Sir, it is not enough to make more or less futile attempts 
to give effect to the recommendations of Dr. Hen t ley on the basis of 
Mr. Das’ 's scheme. 

I would further press the necessity of having a Public Health Act 
of Bengal to remove the chaotic state of the putdic health administra- 
tion in Bengal. A Central Board of Public Health should Ik* created 
and all the jmwers and ie«|H»n*ibilities in connection with public health 
exercised by any particular department or sulwlepart incut of the 
(io\ eminent, should Ik* transferred to this Board. The organisation, 
direction and final control of all public health matters should be 
vested in them. The actual execution of the sc heme should Im* vested 
in the local sanitary authorities contemplated in Mr. Das's scheme. 
A separate fund should be created for public- health purposes to U* 
administered by the Central Board, the tiovernment contribution 
towards which may Ik* supplemented In privute donations and receipt* 
from t other sources. I definitely projs»M* that at least IN. dO luklu 
out of the available surplus of IN. 2 crore* Im* put in for this purjMise. 
Given the requisite funds and the proper machinery what task would 
Im* more glorious than the* mission of Public Health where there are 
millions to Ik* reclaimed from dirt, disease and death!' Every w'ork 
has to Ik* begun from the tieginoing for no *pudcvwork has been done. 
Schemes of maternity and child welfare, training of nurses, and 
inidwives, propagation of the rudimentary knowledge of hygiene, 
improvement of housing in urban areas, prevention of epidemic 
diseases, the improvement of rural water and milk supply, initiation 
of institutional treatment, insurance scheme* for unemployment, sick- 
ness and old age it were idle to try to catalogue the various require- 
ment* that are lacking in this country. 

I now want, Sir, to say a few word* on the policy regarding grants 
for public health purposes as is now in vogue. The giant for public 
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health purposes is quite insignificant. Besides, the allotments include 
items such as augmentation grants to certain district boards, etc., which 
do not properly pertain to the public health but hare bee® set down 
to make up an attractive array of figures. 

I, therefore, recommend that the Government should, to begin 
with, concentrate its attention on the water question as a whole, in 
order to improve, conserve and stop the wastage of natural sources 
of supply by launching of bold schemes of irrigation and canalisa- 
tion by raising of loans; leaving the responsibility of supplying 
drinking wuter to be solved by local enterprise and restricting its 
direct financial help only to extremely deserving cases where there 
is a dearth of such enterprise. The Government’s duty in this 
direction as I view it should be on the lines of removing legal and 
other olwtacles in the way of the village people excavating tanks for 
themselves, in taking the initiative to get wealthy men to help the 
poor people in this regard, and confine their direct help to making 
it possible for the villagers to acquire tube-wells, or other mechanical 
devices, that may lw* found suitable at cheap rates or on some hire- 
purchase system. Similar also should be the attitude of the Govern- 
ment in financing schemes of town water-supply. The capital 
expenditure for initiating schemes of water works in municipal 
areas should wholly lx* made by the municipalities concerned, the 
Government’s res|>ousibility being limited to helping them with loans, 
giving assistance in technical matters, advising the local authorities 
on modern methods of sanitation, and assisting them to acquire the 
necessary appliances at moderate rates. Sir, with these few words. 
I resume my seat ? 

Sir PROVASH CH UNDER MITTER: I congratulate the mover of 
this resolution on the facts and figures that he has placed before the 
House. It is a question of vital importance to the people of this 
province, and my complaint is against the Government and not against 
tln» Hon’ble Minister who is responsible for Public Health. My com- 
plaint against Government is that far too little money is provided for 
this vital question, but it will not be fair on my part to overlook the 
important announcement recently made bv the Hon’ble Mr. Donald 
ou this question. AVe have in our closing balance a large sum of 
money. Although recurring expenditure may not be available to us, 
I venture to think that it will be possible to do a good deal of good to the 
people of this province if we are united in our action for doing good 
; to the people. I am sure. Sir. that so far as the rank and file of my 
fwarajist friends opposite are concerned, they are anxious to serve the 
^ country. Although they may differ from us in polities, I am sure 
* thetf united and concerted action will not be denied to us; and I am 
eure also that amongst those who have been elected by the swarajist 
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Mition of the people to offices in the potty will not defcy their support, 
bmmw* they stand on their title as leaders of the party, I am sfcra, 
Sir, that if Mr. B. X. Saxmal were in this House, he would not hare 
denied us his help in the xolut^pn of this problem. I would, however, 
appeal to other aspirants of leadership to title to sink all their personal 
differences and personal ambit ions. I would make a special appeal to 
niv friend Dr. Bidhun Chandra Hoy. 

Or, BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: On a point of personal ex plana* 
tion. Sir. I am not seeking for any office in the swurajva party. 

4 r.u. 

Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I did not say that. I said 
he was a seeker for leadership. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I am not 

Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: All the same he is one of the 

“ Big Five ", and I make a ini ap|>eul to Dr. Bidhun Chandra Hoy 
to direct his attention more profitably to a subject which he has a right 
to undei-tniid and le^* to uspinng to iendemhip and then 1 am mite the 
people will be !.<i letter Umefiled. Sit. the glnmuUf of leadetdtip i* 
very gieat but it i* difficult to 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I appeal to Sir Frovusb 

Chunder Mitter not to give u> an\ ail vice. hut to give us some construc- 
tive criticisin'* on public health. 

•ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I find. Sir, that whatever I 

say causes discomfoit to some of my friends opposite or at least to those 
who are aspirants to leadership. But I would like to say this, Sir, that if 
an eminent doctor like Dr. 11 (\ Hoy would pay more attention to matters 
which he understand* and would pay less attention to political matters 
in which he is a mere infant — his life in politics being only of 4 years* 
duration — and if his advent to politics wa« not marked by an ungrateful 
act of houndiug out from public life the maker of modem Indiftr-t 
mean Sir Kuretidra Nath Biintier jea 

Rai HARENDRAHATH CHAUDHURII On a point of or<£r. J» 
the speaker in order? 

Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER s I appeal tp |SwavUnt>J 

hear my nubmixsion on the point Wore he given hh^jgjp E«e& # 
criminal has a right to bp beard. 

- 31 
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I am asking for united action by which onr object can be achieved, 
and I maintain that what I am saying is relevant to the question now 
before the House . 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : May I speak on this 
motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think Sir Provash has finished with his 
speech yet. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : On a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point of order, please? 

Ral HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I submit, Sir, that Sir 
Provash Chunder Mitter is digressing: from the point before us. We 
are discussing a motion regard ing public health. Sir Provash has so 
far said nothin# up till now relevant to the subject. On the contrary 
he has vilified some members on this side of the House and he has 
characterised Dr. Hoy’s conduct in standing for election against Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjeu as base and ungrateful. Is he in order in 
making such remarks and is he confining himself to the motion now 
before the House? That is my point of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think, Sir provash has actually digressed from 
the subject under discussion and I think that, when so much resentment 
has been voiced from the other side of the House, Sir Provash had 
better cease to give them the benefit of his advice, however wise. He 
should confine hiimelf to the motion now before the Hou^e. 

•Ir PROVASH CHANDER MITTER: 1 will confine myself to the 
motion and I will not give any advice, l>e< ause good advice is sometimes 
very unpalatable. Hut I do say. Sir, confining myself to the motion, 
that if Sir Surendra Nath Hanerjea were allowed to remain Minister 
for Public Heulth and if he had not been hounded out of public life 
bv Dr, B. C. Hoy, the state of public health in this province would have 
l wen very different. And I also do say this that if Sir Surendra Nath 
Bunerjea had received the support which he had every right to receive 
from all honest men, then I say that the public health of Bengal would 
have advanced during these four years, and I feel that if ungrateful 
“people like Dr. B. G. Hoy and his companions 

Ms. PRlttOCNT: 1 think yon should not speak in that strain. (Cries 
of “ Withdraw that remark '*.) 
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Mr PROVASH CHUNDER MUTER: I do wy this. Sir, that if 
Sir Surendra Nath had been Minister for Public Health the province 
would have advanced a good deal apd I say that the name of Dr. Bidhan 
Chandra Roy, who is responsible for removing him from office, will be 
writ large by the future historian* of the province and even a Rowlatt 
Hitter will not be afde to emulate his fume nr notoriety. However, Sir, 
I am not permitted to refer to questions like that. But, Sir, if we ask 
for united action we have even * right to demund united action from 
all — from the leaders of the swaraji*t party and from those pseudo 
leaders who an* clamouring for leadership. One of the “Big Five” 
is Mr. Karat Chandra Bose, t A voice: Your nephew. 'i He is also it 
claimant for leadership and he has certainly influence ovei a section of 
the swarajiut group. If he had devoted hi* undoubted abilities not for 
creating a position for himself amongst the swarajist party 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, Sir 1'mvash, you are again referring 
to personal mutters. I think it will lie much more profitable if you 
will give your advice to the department in particular and to the House 
in general with regard to the subject which is under discussion, instead 
of casting reflections on individuals, 

•ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I must bow to your ruling, 
but may I point out, Sir, that this was allowed yesterday. Now, Sir, 
1 nay that if the pseudo leaders of the swaraj party would not lead their 
people astray, then there would lx* less difficulty aU>ut united or con- 
certed action. It is not a question of money alone but is more a 
question of men than that of money. It is a question of creating a 
feeling in the country' and of rousing the public consciousness in the 
matter of the health of the nation. Kir, if to-day 71 per cent, of the 
people of Bengal barring infuntile mortality die liefore they are 
if 85 per cent, of the people barring infantile mortality die before they 
are 40 and if 0‘t per cent, of the people barring infantile mortality 
die before they are 50 — and we alt know' for one that dies how many 
more suffer — amt if that U the state of public health in Bengal, it must 

bring tears to the eyes of all honest men to see that we are wanting 

our time iu mutual abuses and recriminations and in communal fights 
instead of putting our hands to the plough. It is not a question of 

mere money, but it is a question of self-help. Do not talk of slave 

mentality. If you feel like free men, act like free men and sink your 
differences. If you feel for the poor, work for them, never mind 
whether a particular individual is a Hindu or a Muhammadan, a 
swarajist or a non-fwarajist. That is why T plead for united action. 
Now, Sir, it is for anited ac tion, it is for concerted action that I appeal 
to all to sink our differences. If we all unite and put forward our best 
and united demand, then, I am sure we can force the Minister and even 
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itr; Donald to come to our rescue. I hope my suggestions will he 
taken in the spirit in which I have offered them. I wanted to say things 
which in fairness I thought I could, ,but I was not allowed to do so. 

Of s KIIMUO EANKAR RAY: Kindly vote with us in this matter. 

Sir PROVASH CHUNDSR MlTTER: The remark of Dr. Kumud 

Bankar Ray shows that he is a mere child, an absolute novice in politics.- 
I will not vote for you because the object of a token cut is to draw* 
the attention of Government and not to actually reduce the grant. I 
will not vote for you for another reason and that is the Hon’ble Minister 
is not responsible for this budget. The whole object of Dr. Euinud 
Nunkar Ray is to place the Minister in a position of difficulty and not 
to get any work done by him and that is an additional reason why I 
will not vote with him. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: We, on this side of the House, 
have been* wondering us to what could be the reason of this exercise of 
lungs of Sir Rrovush (’bunder Mitter. The motion before the House — 
the matter for consideration — i* public health organisation. Sir 
Rrovash is certainly entitled to u^k for united action, but what is the 
occasion for this outburst when he knows that, from the very first 
moment, the distinguished patiiot who laid down his life in the service 
of the country put before the Government a scheme of district public 
health organisation which has not been acted upon nor any step has 
Ifbeh taken bn it, knowing that fully well we cannot understand why 
Sir* ProvnshVas 

Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, l want a ruling: you 
were very strict alwut m\ referring to personal matters and I hope 
you will be equally strict now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, if be refers to you, and not to your speech. 
Y*ou have risen in protest perhaps too early. ft- 

Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 would only draw your 
attention to the fact, Sir, that it was not «loi»e yesterday. ' . * 

Mr. tJOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: 1 would only ask the last 

speaker, because I will not utter his name, as hh does hot desire it — 
I will only ask the last speaker to forget that here we have not come fo 
bid for leadership, to bid for supporting or opposing the Ministers, 
but here we have all come to do our little bit in the interests of the 
'Country. If one speaker on this side has criticised" the public health 
budget ]by giving tort* and figures, when the speaker bus eloquently 
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placed before the House -the facts wfioh show how.#t are neglecting 
a department which should be the first and main concern Qf the Govern- 
ment to look after, he would not, if he had appreciated this speech, 
come into this House with an idea that all that we arc speaking is only 
to place the Minister in an awkward position, 

4-16 p.m. 

Sir PROVA8H CHUHOER MITTERl 1 do not aspire to tie a 
leader; it is beyond me to be a Tender; we are then to jilease so many 
people. 

Mr, dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: 1**t u* now <nii»idcr the motion 
before the House. The Hon* hie Mr. Donald wn* pleased to toll us the 
district public health organisation, which is being taken up now, was 
the scheme prepared at the instance of the lute Mr. (\ K. Das. I 
could not understand — in this connection. I will not la» personal — the 
reference to the late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea or how Dr. Bidhatt 
Chandra Hoy did commit a crime in being elected bv the votes of the 
people who sent him to the Council. I will only give one instance. 1 was 
interested in this public health matter and as u memliei of the District 
Bourd, Dacca, 1 had occasion to draw the attention of Sit; Surendra Nath 
Banerjea to public health matters. He is dead and his illustrious ser* 
vices to the country should not lie belittled es|s*ciallv when he has 
departed his life, but may I give this information to Sir Piovash 
C'huitder Mitter that we did not get much ahead. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr (Dipt a I would advise you not to cast any 
reflection on the illustrious dead. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: However 1 was only going to 
say that in this matter 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I say again you had better not do that. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: I am not referring to that 
matter. I will any this that in the matter of public health each an4 
every member of this House and each and every citicen of Bengal 
should realise that not a day should be lost, not the least endeavouf and . 
effort for strenuous work, should be spam! by anybody towards doing* 
something to improve the appalling situation in Bengal. I really com** 
plain that the Hon’ble Finance Member did say that much of the money ' 
could not be spent though there were all these crying needs. Now r 
what is this sctane of the district public health organisation f • We d 
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this aide of theApuse are anxious that Government instead of doing 
nothing shotthl make it their paramount duty to grapple with this 
problem. If ^hfe^dp that they will be doing something: they will be 
justifying their Existence to some extent at least in the public estima- 
tion. At present as they are going 90 in the interest of the people — 
be it public health, be it industries, be it agriculture — nothing is being 
done. As I have, pointed out this budget shows that for this Public 
Health Department a lesser amount has been provided. Why, T do 
not know. I have already referred to the fact that during the two years 
the department was administered without any Minister more money 
had been spent. I do not know whether this lesser amount is pro- 
vided in anticipation of the Ministers that are coming in, so that the 
same old story of the Ministers may be repeated. So there will be no 
dearth of co-operation on this side of the House and I want everybody 
in this House to join with one voice and bring it home to the Govern- 
ment in whatever way we can. We know our voice is not heard in the 
same way as of those on the opposite side and if they are really anxious 
and sincere in this matter 1 cannot understand why they should refuse 
to cast their votes with us on this question. If they care only to sup- 
port the Government or the Ministry in anything they say, if they 
would be gramophones merely ; then of course 1 can understand their 
refusal to vote with us. Ilut if they reully agree with us that some- 
thing must l>e done then there is the patent fact that nothing has been 
done as regards public health in these yeuis. That is why they should 
walk with us to the same lobby and show that they are sincere in what 
the\ profess. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HOQUE: 1 "here is u saying that 
there is none so blind who will not see and 1 find with extreme defer- 
ence that Sir l'rovash rhunde! Mitter is one of them. If you will 
kindly look at the list x>f motions which have been brought forward 
by the swarajya party you will be able to read the sign of the times, 
namely, that the swarajya party, whatever might be their difference of 
political opinion, have come to the Council this time at least to do a 
certain amount of work even on the transferred side. I take it that 
the motion of Babu Naliniranjun Sarker of a cut of rupee one is merely 
to draw the atteutiou of the Hon’ble Minister to certain features of the 
public health programme of the Government of Bengal, and intended 
to improve the health of Bengal. Ih this connection, Sir, nothing has 
pained me so much as the bitterly personal tone of the debate between 
member and member, and as one who comes to this House for thfi first 
time I would appeal to you, Sir, and even to Sir Provash that if we 
want here co-operation between one party and another, such a bitter 
and personal tone should be as much as possible, be absent from our 
speeches. 
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Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER! My origin*! w~. li on Edu- 
cation was not at all a personal one. But as personal issues were 
raised fiy speaker after speaker, I had also to be personal. Had they 
refrained, T also would have refrained. But so far us I am concerned 
I hate»personal references, Sir. 

Khan Kftadtir Maulvi AZIZUL HOQUE: 1 thought. Sit. Sir Pro* 
vash who has seen so much of .political life would be generous enough 
not to reply to them but instead of maintaining silence, I find that he 
has answered them with vengeance. However, as he has guaranteed 
his good behaviour I will not refer to that. 


Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Not an unconditional guar* 
antee. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HOQUEs Pouting hack to the motion 
before the House I want to rail attention to the smallness of provision 
for publicity work of the Public Health Department. There is no gain- 
saying the fad that publicity uoik in public health is extiemeK essen- 
tial und indisj>en*ihle and yet all that is sfietit by "Uovernment in the 
matter of publicity work comes to only ulsuit Hs. HtMl j**r month. T 
think. Sir, the House has a right to request the Minister t/» in* tease as 
early as possible the staff now employed on public health work. The 
4 or 5 officers at present engaged are not sufficient for the touring work— 
thev have got to tour thioughout the presidency of Bengal. They 
have to go to the remote villages to do pro|>ugumla work and the pre- 
sent staff is not at all sufficient for the purpose. 

I join with my friend Babu Naliniranjan Satkei in saying that the 
time has come when there should be a Public Health Ad for Betigaf. 

I think it is known, at least to some member* of tin* House, that 
Mr. Ooodc was appointed a social officer to draft a Public Health Htll_ 
and the Hon’ble Minister should bring it out from the archives of the 
Secretariat. We consider it to Is* high time, Sir, that such a Bill 
should lie placed before the Council and discussed in all its aspects on^ 
the floor of the House. 

There is another mutter to which 1 would like t« draw attention. 
In order to swell the allotment under the Public Health Department, 
the expenditure on the Bacteriological laboratory and the Pasteur Insti- 
tute has been shown in the Public Health budget. So far a* I knew. 
Six, these two have nothing to do with the Public Health Department — 
in fact the Pasteur Institute is not even controlled by the Di rector of 
Public Health, and they should properly come under the Medical 
budget. 
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Sir, when j re are^to^ anxious that Bengal should advance in public 
health matters, it is really regrettable that the Director of Public 
Health should not be a member of this House. It is vety much neces- 
sary that he should be in touch with public opinion and also be able* to 
influence it. But unfortunately while all sorts of people are domin- 
ated by Government to the Council we do not find the* Director of 
Public Health neither Director of Agriculture in this House. At a 
time when m> much has to be done in these departments, it is very much 
desirable that these two officials of Government should And a place itt 
the provincial legislation. 

I also wish to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister' and of 
this House U> the very smull grant provided for the District Boards of 
Bengal, and in this connection I must also call the attention of the 
Council to a circular of the Public Health Department in which Gov- 
\,Urnment have laid down that they will not contribute their share of 
the pay M the health officer when he goes on leave but only when he is 
actually doing the work. I fail to understand this. Sir, the district 
boards have to accept the leave rules of Government and I do not see 
what justification there is for Government to enunciate such a rule and 
not to pay its share of contribution. I supjwrrt the motion of my 
friend with the above remarks. 

(At 4-27 r.M. the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 
4-40 P.M.) 

Rli JADUMATH MAZUMOAR Bahadur: Sir, I would that we were 
as much alive to the question of public health outside as we seem to be 
inside this House. 1 agree with Mr. Nuliniranjun Sarker that the 
sanitary conscience of the people must be roused. It is a matter of 
regret that the people of Bengal have not yet developed their sanitary 
conscience. No amount of effort on the part of Government or on the 
part of district boards or municipalities can do any good to the people 
unless the people themselves have roused their sanitary con- 
science. I speak from personal experience as a member, 
of the district board of Jessore and as its first non-official 
Nihgmnan for many year* that not only in the district of Jessore 
but m tsikar districts also the majority of the people are fouud entirely 
wanting in what is called sanitary conscience, and what 1 mean is this: 
If a good tank is dug in any village in no time the tank will be defiled' 
and soiled with all sorts of nuisances. Reserve a tank an<L.th& people 
wilHfcot allow you to keep it reserved ; they will grumble and eomplai&t 
against it. Sir, what are the essential necessaries for public health T 
Sir, they are good air, good water and good and unadulterated food, but 
so far as pure drinking water is concerned our people require their saai« 
tary conscience to be roused. The Bengalis as a rule do not insist upon 
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having pure drinking water nor do* they insist pe their tanka being 
roaemd lor drinking purposes only. I have *e*a in the beat village* 
inhabited by edited people that they drink from the same tanka which 
are uaed lor washing and bathing purposes. Whenever cholera breaks 

/nit in any part of the country we* find that it is carried by river water 

and if you ask « the people to desist from drinking river water without 
boiling it, they wiH not listen to it. They have not the sanitary con- 
science to realise that. They do not know that by drinking that 
water howsoever much pure it may npfxou at the first sight they are 
drinking poison. To explain these things to them it is necessary to 
semi itinerary teachers to all parts of the country to introduce sanitary 
books in all primary schools, secondary schools as well as middle 
English schools, in order to acquaint the people with the sanitary needs 
of the country. Mere provision of good drinking water will do no 
good — we Want patriotism 1<> la* developed. Sir, the fhuinnun of the 
24-Parganaa district hoard will I tear me out when 1 say that though he 
has sunk hundreds of tube-wells in his district he finds it difficult to 
maintain them as they are all intentionally broken by the people them- 
selves as if in ordei to deprive themselves of the souices of good drink- 
ing water. 

4*4o p.m. 

Sir, I have seen the same thing in the distrn t of .1 ensure where 
we have provided lots of puna wells; these /ntrra wells ure defiled 
intentionally by the people who do not think either for themselves or 
for their neighbours. So I say that not only the sanitary conscience 
of the people should be roused but also their patriotic con alteration 
for others, for they have no consideration either for themselves or for , 
others. Therefore, I sav, the whole question revolves upon the edu* 
cation of the people. 1 believe that niv friends on the other side would 
do well by not contenting themselves with agitating the question hef# 
only, but that they should, when they go out to the country, preach 
to their constituencies the necessity of what is called pure drinking 
water and pure air, w ithout which no amount of help given either by 
the Government or by the district board will be of any avail, because 
they do not know — will not know' — their great utility. 

Sir, we have heard a lot of acrimonious discussion to-day in thin 
House and I think that my esteemed friend Sir Provash Chtmder Hitter 
baa misunderstood the swarajist motions. I believe that these motion# 
art friendly in character : they are not intended to em barman, or con- 
vey censure on, the present Minister but they are intended tv censure 
the pnat administration of public health in this country and nobtdy 
can say that the public health of this country ha# been well looked 
after by the Government. Bir, I have been crying in the wilderneae 
daring the bat 40 years for the improvement of public health in til# 
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yjountry and I have received no response eii&r ifoto &e people or from 
the Government. If the Government is to blame/ the peopie~hlso are 
equally to blame, because if the people unite their ym^ no Govern- 
ment, however bureaucratic and however onsyhipatiietjc, can resist the 
claim of a united people. ' ij" *** 

Sir, I come from a district where the population wadi about lakhs 
in 1881, whereas it is now about 17 lakhs only: the population has 
come down by 4 lakhs during the course of the last 40 years. This 
fact alone should bring shame upon Ihe Government of anycpttntry. 
There is no denying the fact that the people of this country *are dying 
out gradually. This is not only true of the district of Jessore, but 
it is also true of other districts, viz Murshidabad, Hooghly, the 24- 
Parganas, etc. All these districts of Bengal are deteriorating more or 
less every year. Tf you look to the figures for agricultural crops* 
published by the Government, you will find that the average area under 
crops in every district of Bengal is going down. 

Now, Sir, Bengal has four natural divisions, viz., the eastern divi- 
sion, the northern division, t he central division, and the western divi- 
sion. The eastern division has got ample water, it has still got live 
rivers, and, therefore, the eastern division is the best division now. 
But even that eastern division is deteriorating in point of health and 
agriculture. Then comes the northern division which is better than 
the central division hut is worse than the* eastern division. Then comes 
the central division — I mean the Presidency division — which is worse 
than the northern division comprising of Rangpur, Malda, and such 
other northern districts. And last comes the western division — I mean 
the Burdwan division — which is the worst as regards health and agri- 
culture. And we find that wherever the rivers are dying, agricultural 
prosperity is also going down, and that the average area under agri- 
cultural crops is also going down, and whether 

Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
Are we discussing agriculture? 

Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: No, not agriculture. 
But if you consult an expert like Dr. Bentley you will find out that 
agriculture and sanitation are so intimately connected with each other 
that wherever there is good agriculture there is also good sanitation, 
and that wherever there is no sanitation there is do agricultural 
improvement. 1 say that sanitation, agriculture, and water-supply, 
t.e., good rivers, are no intimately connected with each other that you 
cannot speak of one without speaking of the others. 

Sir, 1 maintain that in this country whatever you may do, how 
many doctors — he they legion — you may employ, how many tona of 
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quinine you mm$ provide, it will never me in the ecale of hea)th~q§t 
will ngvcr attain ite old prosperity — unless you revive the dying rivers. 
This Is the Crucial question, and we all, whether inside the House of 
outsiitft, should concentrate our attention on this aspect of public 
health ind sanitation. * By this*! <1*> not mean to say that we should 
not appoint more doctors, or that we should not have more dispensaries, 

si*; i am one*of those who sat on the Water-supply Committee o? 
Bengal wljieh was appointed by the late Lord Carmichael. Under the 
auspices df that committee a #ater survey of the country was made, 
blit then it came to nothing. The government wus apathetic and did 
not care fpr the supply of good drinking water in the villages. I may 
add that what is being done now is being done in so Inmueopathic a 
dose that the people do not know when they will get good drinking 
water in the mufassal. 

Then aa regards the sanitary organisation of the Public Health 
Department, I may suy that I was also one of the members of the 
committee which was responsible for the present organisation of the 
•Sanitary Department. We decided t lint there should be sanitary 
inspectors or sanitary officers in every district. For the district of 
Jessore we have got a health officer, but what cun he do alone Y Hs 
is the only available officer and is posted at the headquarters: he 
cannot look aftei the sanitation of the* entire* distric t with u population 
of 17 lukhs scattered over a lurge area. So there must not only needs 
be a large number ol health officers, but also sulmrdiniitc officers, in 
order that they might tour from village to village, and preach to the 
people how to meet their sanitary needs, how to keep their personal 
health, how to keep their surroundings clean, and o forth. I say, Sir, 
that, in order to improve the public health of the country, ail these 
may be necessary — in fact all these* are necessary — and they are good 
things in themselves, hut weunust go to the root of ill-health in this 
country, which i* nothing hut the* dying rivets of Bengal, and, I 
maintain, that if vou do unt attend to that question, no amount of 
sanitation will help you. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Bit, I rise to c nngratulate 
the Government, not the past reformed Government nor even the 
present reformed Government, hut the re-transferred Government, for 
placing in the budget for 1927*28 a provision of Hs. 3 lakhs for the 
initiation of district public health organisation. Such a scheme, Sir, 
could not be initiated during the first three years of Ministry in Bengal, 
nor such another scheme would probably he undertaken even during 
the coming years of Ministry. It was only when there was the Eclipae 
of Ministry, when there was no Minister in the province, that the 
Government thought of providing in the budget Rs. 3 lakhs for district 
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pubHc health organisation; and that too, Sir, not at the instance of 
any co-operator, but on the instance of that arch non-co-operator, that 
distinguished patriot, Deshbandhu Das. 

I "clearly remember, Sir, that the three hew taxes, which were 
jwposfejl on Bengal with the acquiescence of the then Ministers, were 
first conceived as temporary expedients by no less a person than the 
then Governor. I remember Lord Ronald shay speaking in the Council 
auid thfitt three new taxes would be imposed as temporary Expedients. 

If those three new taxes were imposed on a permanent basis, it was 
because the then Ministers persuaded the co-operating Counci) to 
accept these three taxes permanently. It must be admitted to the 
eternal credit of the then Ministers that but for their co-operation, but 
for their acquiescence, three such big and additional taxes would not 
have been imposed on Bengal. I also remember why Sir Surendra 
Nath Banerjea pleaded that those three new taxes should be accepted 
permanently. He hoped that if the Bengal Council enacted the new 
Taxation Bills on a permanent footing, it would he possible to launch 
grand loan schemes, which would help the Minister to drive malaria 
nut of Bengal in no time. But, Sir, we find that after so m airy years 
the Government has come forward with a scheme of Rs. 12 lakhs only 
and has provided for the initiation of such a scheme only Rs. 3 lakhs 
in the budget for the coming year. I only hope, Sir, that this provi- 
sion, which has been repeated from the year 1926-27, will not irffeet 
with the same fate as in the current year. Let me hope that this pro- 
vision will not on revised estimate dwindle down to Rs. 30,tHMTatul 
that it will not prove after all a vote-catching measure. Now, $jr, 
admitting what Government has done for the initiation of the district 
public health organisation, I do not know why we should not be allowed 
to criticise the Government’s ac tion with regard to some other portions 
of the public health budget. Is it to he supposed. Sir, that because 
fhe Government has provided Rs. 3 lakhs for initiating district public 
* health organisation in the next year, we mUftt be satisfied with less 
grant for quinine 5* Is it to be supposed that because Government is 
contemplating the initiation of a public health organisation in dis- 
tricts, malaria will immediately be driven out of this land and that the 
provision for quinine grant may safely be reduced by Rs. 30,000# 
Ixmking at the budg# you will fipd that in the year 1026-27 no leas . 
Sir amount than Rs. 1,50,000 was provided for quinine grant: that 
even, so far as I remember, did not meet with the wishes of the"CounciI 
and tktre was much criticism that the grant should have been larger. 
But what do we find in the new budget P We find that in the coming 
year the Government is going even to reduce this grant by Rs. 30,606 
by providing only Rs. 1,20,000 for quinine grant. There „ is 
Another item : I find on page 69 of the Financial Statement thmtthe 
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contribution toward* the anti»kala*sar campaign has also been 
reduced from Us. 2,00,500 to Rs. 1,90,000. Is it again to lie suppceutfL 
that because the Government is contemplating the initiation of a 
public health organisation in th& districts, the death-rate from kala-asar 
will at once show a tendency to decreased Otherwise how can it b«h 
explained that the anti-kala-uxar campaign will require Re. 10,000 la# 
in next year than in the present year? With these few mnarks I 
conclude my observations on the Budget for the Public Health Depart- 
ment. 


Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashipur! 

I rise to show the Government in the Department of Public Health 
how woefully neglectful it is with one of the most essential brunch** 
of administration. We hear u proud deni of the building up of the 
nation and of MinLtei* pledged to this high purj>ose but how different 
art* actions to cutch-cries! I rememl>er that prince of Indian orators, 
when he wib among u«. the lute Sit Surendra Nath Banerjeu pro- 
claiming with great emphasis, in thi* Council, when he was Minister; 
“Give me time, give me money, uud I shall drive imilana ftom the 
confines of Bengal." Alas! Sir Surendra Nath is no more, but 
malaria, with the other scourges, whose name is Legion, still stalks 
through the length and hreudth of Bengal, taking its precious toll /of" 
human life. It is all very well for those in power to say there aitt, %, 
no funds; that L evading the i>si;e. No i*o«>t, no labour is t«*o high to- - 
save human life. We should strain every nerve to see these pests 
removed, in oidei that the fair fame of Bengal should be what it was; 
and our men and women be what they were in those days, when Bengal 
was the golden province of the country, and our men and women hut} 
constitutions of iton and hearts of steel. :l 

I do not wish ti^iHlnte on the laches of the Government, I have 
done so previously/ yet f do wish to protest against what l have de*» 
cribed ns the pat* h-uork poltcv of the Government. If the cry from 
the Council* at one session be for g*n>d drinking wafer, there appears 
in the follow ifcg year an extra amount devoted to that, as a sop to 
5 Cerberus. Xh^mext year the cry j* for veterinary hospital* and some- 
thing wore is given for that. The following year it is forex peri ngp till 
farms' uud the Government yield to popular clamottr,^ Take* jititces* 
site budgets and you will see, running through Jhe whole, no, definite, 
clear-cut policy. * i ' 


MJn the Public Health Department, what is wftnted is a dearly out- 
lined policy and A insistent carrying out of that* policy, by progres- 
stages. for instance, it is acknowledged that quinine is a valuable 
prophylactic against malaria. Fortnerly at every post office, at almost 
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every centre of importance, quinine packets were sold to the people^ 
at, the cost of a pice or two; and its distribution helped the people to 
meet the ravages of malaria. Owing, however, to some mismanage- 
ment, the distribution of this helpful drug has been withheld; and our 
villages are now the hot-beds of malaria and other like scourges. 
Why a remedy was introduced and then withdrawn, passes beyond my 
comprehension. In all our denuuications of the Government, we are 
concerned Vith the lives and property «of a few of our citizens; the 
great mass is left alone, dying in hundreds, nay thousands, and not 
a voice is raised in solemn protest. It is our duty as representative® 
of the people to press on and on, till these things are done for those 
around us. If the Government sit stolid and indifferent, the fault 
does not lie at our doors; but press we must and at all costs. It is 
for this reason I join hands with those that urge a Government or 
the people, by the people and for the people. Nothing else should, or 
will, satisfy us. 

Maulvi MOHAMED 8ADEQUE: Mr. Chaudhuri has con- 
gratulated not the past transferred reformed Government nor the 
present transferred reformed Government but the retransferred 
reformed Government for providing more funds for the public health 
purposes but in my opinion he ought to have congratulated the reserved 
reformed Government which prepared the budget in which the present 
Ministers had no hand. I for one always advocate spending of more 
money for the sanitation and public health of the villages. We criticise 
Government for the expenditure on establishment and when a rut is 
made by the Government we at the same time fall upon Government 
for curtailing that expenditure. It will be foun<4 M $it»q|'page 181 of 
the budget that under “ Pay of establishment M no less fftita R s - l,2- r >.000 
has been curtailed thereby the expenditure on es t has been 

reduced tuid consequently a reduction from the totaf has occurred. 
Therefore it is not safe to any that in the present budget there is a 
cut under the head *' Sanitation ” because it wtfR a ^ establish- 
ment alone. Then again we alwnys deplore thujL|a» placed 

as non-voted in which we can have no hearing t ^hiff IR ntm i noplaces 
of Rs. 1,48,000 which was non-votable last year, jfrt have Rs. 62,000 
this year and the balance has been placed at our disposdf^lp^tffi^cism, 
Rejection or adoption. In these circumstances I ought lons3f» con- 
‘HratuJated the Finance Member for giving us an opportunity to 
criticise in our accepting or rejecting the demand. 

Row, Sir, Rai Jadunath Maxumdar Bahadur said that the eastern 
circle or the Eastern division is rather in a better way a* regards 
water-supply and sanitation. I come from the remotest part of a 
Tillage in Eastern Bengal and can jpeak of the great wWki sea rmf 



, 1927.1 ?« Brands foq grants. m 

iii'tjfe islands and ohars, specially of the constituency which I have the 
honour to represent. There is water, water everywhere hut not a drop- 
to drink. Miles and miles you may travel and you will not get good 
drinking water within 20 or -M) miles. 

Rti JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: I did not my that 
Eastern Bengal needs no water. Of all divisions I think the Eastern 
division is the best. 

Maulvi MOHAMED 8ADEQUE: I think t h * Hai Bahadur ha* 
not been to Eastern Circle and he is no authority to snv that the 
Eastern Circle wants no water-supply. 

However, I think, it is unreasonable for us to hold the present 
Ministry responsible for the provisions in the budget because these 
budgets were framed before their appointments and in whieh they had 
no hand. 

Babi! SATYENDRA CHANDRA CHOSH MAUUK: Sir, I beg to 
draw the {minted attention of the Hon’hle Minister in charge of Public 
Health to the rules guiding the sale and distribution of Government 
quinine. In the i'alnttta Gazette we read M quinine sulphate will be 
supplied to hospitals and dispensaries of the Presidency only at con- 
cessional rates’* but from jK-rsonal exjieriencp I know private charitable 
dispensaries are precluded from obtaining it. Sir, it is an anomaly 
ami should be deprecated that while the drug it sold anti distributed 
through such agencies as post office and panchavat* — all laymen— 
qualified medical offi^eis in charge of private charitable dispensaries 
♦ annul lie tni* judicious distribution thereof. “Government 

leserve the i igliC^jUfc ultei the pi ice of the drug without notice**, so 
reads the < ah itttette of the 12th Oetolwr, 1921. During and 
after the Great War tkc price of quinine rose to lb, 50 n pound while 
the t*ost of maUufaoDirioy it was less than ID. 9. The attention of 
the Minister Hie department was drawn to this difference 

and the resnJIJWBl JB)T3$l%hibition of publication of the actual cost. 
In this m a fr si a»eV icFME <ountry of ours where the people have been 
taught to swaljpw gatmie even at the cost of their poor morsel, and 
Dr. Benft » ViWd 80 grain* of quinine per head, Government, 
which shout so much solicitude for their welfare, instead of bringing 
thi* indispensable drug to the door of the poor people free of cost in 
every possible way put* such restrictions to its supply that in most 
cases the prescription is hardly adhered to. 

# $ir r with these remarks I support die motion. 

Mb 
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The motion that the demand of Be. 20,49,000 under the hea< 
f33. — Public Health — Grants for Public Health purposes M be redttsec 
by Re. PM) wan then put, and a division taken with the following result j— 


AYES. 


Afzal, Maulvi Syad Muhammad, 
•asthi, Bahu Ramaa Chandra. 
Banarjoa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Banarjoa, Babu Pramotha Hath. 
Bannarjaa, Babu Jitandralal. 

Baau, Babu Saai Sakhar. 

Beau, Mr. P. c. 

Biswas, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Beat, Babu Bejay Krishna. 

Baa*, Mr. S. C. 

Ohattarjaa, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 
Ohaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Oatta, Babu Amulya Chandra. 

Mutt, Babu taral Kumar. 

Ohaaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Oupta, Mr. 4og—h Chandra. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul. 
Hsqua, Kazi Emdadul. 


Haaaln, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Muq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ikramul. 
Husain, Maulvi Syad Maqbui. 

Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. 

Miiti, Babu Mah andra Nath, 
hisitra, Srijut Jsgsndra Nath. 

Mukarjsa, Srijut Taraknath. 

Nashar, Sahu Ham Chandra. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur-. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamsur-. 

Rauf, Maulvi Syad Abdur. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sankar. 

Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

tarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

San Bupta, Mr. 4. M. 


NO EE, 


Atharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shashi 
Rants, sf Muktagasha, Myntsnsingh. 
Addamt* Williams, Mr. C. 

Abamad, Maulvi Kaairuddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kmaduddin. 
All, Mr. Altai. 

Atieullah, Maulvi Syad Md. 

Biswas, Maulvi Abdul Latif. 

Ohakravarti, ths Hsn'bls Mr. Byamkss. 
Ohaudhuri, ths Han'bls Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, af 
Ohanbari. 

Caapar, Mr. C. 0. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Os, Mr. K. C. 

Oiy, Mr. 0. Q. 

Oswald, ths Nsn’bls Mr. 4. 

Drummond, Mr. 4. O. 

QUtt, Mr. O. S. 

Paraqui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 
Ohuanavi, tha Han'bta Hadji Mr. A. K. 

Abu Ahmad Khan, 

OilShriat, Mr. R. N. 

HaWhullah, Nawab Khwajs. 

JSnnswsy, Mr. 4. H. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Labiri, Mr. Satan ta Kumar. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Lsis t s tar, Liautsnant-Csisnsl 4, C. n. 
Liddsll, Mr. N. B. 

Lindsay, Mr. 4, N. 


Msrr, Mr. A. 

Mazumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath. 
Mittsr, Sir Pravssh Chundsr. 

M sharl y. tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 
Morgan, Mr. Q. 

Muksrji, Mr. S. C. 

Randy, Msharsj Kumar Sriv Chandra. 
Oatsn, Mr. i. P. 

Ordish, Mr. 4 . I. 

Philip, Mr. 4, Y. 

Prsntiss, Mr. W. D. R. 


Rahman, Maulvi Azizur. 

Raikat, Mr. Prssanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Nagsndra Narayan. 

Ray, Maharaja Jstipdra Nath, sf Natsr. 
Ray, ths Han'bls Maharaja Bahndur 
Ksbaunish Chandra, a« Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. S. N. 
taahss, Mr. F, A. 


Sad aqua, Maulvi 
Sanyal, Babu fdal 
Sarksr, Rai Sahib 
Sattar, Khan 
San, Mr. SatHh 
Stabs, Raja Bi 
sf Hasbipur. 



Stuart- William*, Mr. t. C. 

Thompson, Mr. W. N. 
Travsrs, Mr. w. L- 

Wood turns, Mr. 4, W 


The A yea being *16, and the Noe$ £>6, the motion was lost. 

The motion that a sura of R.v 32,67,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head * 33.— Publfe health " was then put j|nd 
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, The time-limit under the hend “ Public Health ” having been 
Weaohed, the following motion* were not put: — 

TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: “ That the demand of 

JU. 20,49,000 under the head M:t. Public Health 4 Irani* for Public 

Health purposes ’ be reducer! by lie. 1 (page 180. Civil Estimate).'* 

* 

•abu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: “That the demand of 
Il». 4,20,000 under the head *’WB. ExjiemteH in con nett ion with 
epidemic disease* ’ lie minted by Its . 100 (page 185, Civil Estimate),” 

Maulvi 8HAM8UR-RAHMAN, Maulvi TAMIIUDOIN KHAN, 
Matilvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI, and Ral HARENORANATH CHAU- 
DHURI; “That the demand of Ra. 4,20,000 under the head ' 

Public Health — Expenses in connection with epidemic dine use a * )># 
reduced by He. 1 (page 185, C'ivii Estimate).” 

Maulvi 8HAM8UR-R AMMAN, Maulvi TAMIZUODIN KHAN, and 
Maulvi 8YEO NAU8HER ALI: “That the demand of Ha. Id, 000 
under the head ‘ »W(\ Public Health Bacteriological Laboratories’ 
be reduced by He. I (page 185, Civil Estimate).” 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE, Mr. dOCEBH CHANORA 
GUPTA, Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur, Maulvi TAMIZUD* 
DIN KHAN, Maulvi 8HAM8UR-RAHMAN, Maulvi 8YED NAU8HBR 
ALI, and Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Naahu 

purs “That the demand of Ha. 712,67,000 under the head Md, Public 

Health (Reserved and Transferred) ' lie reduced by He. 1 (page 180, 
Civil Estimate).” 

34*— Agriculture. 

MINISTER in eharga of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE «nd 
INDUSTRIES (tho Honlilo Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad Khan 
Gbuntavi): On the recommendation of Hi* Excellency the (Jovernor, 
l move that a sum of Ha. 21,27.000 lie granted for expenditure under the 
head “ d4. — Agriculture (page 187, (’i vil Fist i mate)”. 

Sir, it will be observed that there are motion* for the refunal or 
reduction of grant* under this head : I am therefore inclined to think 
that a genera! explanation may help to clear the air and to remove 
misapprehension* and perhaps induce the hon'ble member* in who*e 
name* thoae motions stand not to move them and thus save the valuable 
time of the Council. 

While speaking of the departments which have been committed to 
J*y I cannot overlook the important fact that the entire field of 
opetniions of the Agriculture, Veterinary and Co-operative Depart- 
Mgftf i* now, under a sifting enquiry by the Royal Commission on 
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Agriculture. To my mind it was high time that an enquiry was made 
into the working of these departments by a body of experts. I am 
sure every one will ugree with me that the enquiries which are being 
made by the Commission are likely to lead to. a proper appraisement 
of what is good and what is bad in the present system of working of 
the departments, and of the problems that lie before us in our endeavour 
to promote the welfare and prosperity of the great mass of the agri- 
cultural population — the real backbone of the country. 

The “ Veterinary Charges ” budget which provides for the normal 
expenditure of the Civil Veterinary Department and of the Bengal 
Veterinary College calls for no remarks. The only noticeable item 
in the budget estimates for 1927*28 is the provision of Its. 1,20,000 on 
account of contribution to the Calcutta Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals under the new' Act. 

The value of the work of the department in relation to the live- 
stock in this province on which its agricultural prosperity chiefly 
depends cannot be over-estimated. The serious economic loss which 
would have followed but for the services of the officers of the depart- 
ment can Is* easily realised from the fact that out of 1 j lakhs of bovines 
inoculated during outbreaks in the course of last year tl92* r )-26) about 
1,000 or 0*6 per rent, only died. 

Turning to agriculture proper, 1 would say that agriculture is 
and must always la* the mainstay of the rural population in Bengal; 
and the aim of the Department of Agriculture in Bengal, as in other 
civilised countries, is the general improvement of agriculture so that 
the income of the cultivator who forms the great bulk of the population 
may be materially increased. It is idle to contend that the Agriculture 
Department has been barren in result. I am prepared to concede that 
much remains to be done for the agricultural development of the 
country, but the results already obtained by the department are 
sufficient to earn the whole-hearted support of those who are interested 
in the welfare of the country. I would only mention some of the 
results obtained which though not widely advertised have been none 
the less striking. 

There are 2} million of acres under jute in Bengal. If all this 
area could be made to grow departmental races of jute, the increased 
net revenue of the jute cultivator at Rs. 20 per ncre would be 5| crores 
of rupees per annum. The cultivation of departmental jute means a 
higher yield of fibre per acre. There is already a growing demand for 
departmental jute seed, and instances have come to notice in which 
unscrupulous persons have tried to pass their seed as departmental 
seed. 

There are roughly 12 millions of acres of high land <i*m and traiw- 
planted aman paddy in Eastern #and Northern pengal and in tfc$ 
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Presidency Division. The produce of a large proportion — say two- 
thirds- — of this area could be increased by something like three maunds 
per acre by growing improved races of paddy already evolved by the 
Department. 

The departmental varieties of sugarcane have also Ihmui mu im- 
portant factor in materially increasing the profits of the cultivator. . 

Turning to the provision of R*. 40,804 for the Agricultural 
Engineer, I need hardly justify the necessity for the appointment, 
Ail the other major provinces have now their own Agricultural 
Engineers, but Bengal is still lagging ladiind. The result is that 
very little progress has so far been made in the province in the direction 
of introducing labour-saving machinery ami appliances in agriculture 
which is one of the most important elements in agricultural improve- 
ment. It is only a whole-time Agricultural Kngineer who can study 
the needs of the different parts of the province in this resjM*ct and make 
necessary recommendations as well as carry on propaganda w'nrk for 
the introduction of improved methods. Mechanical water-lifting by 
tube-wells and pumps is also essential for the purpose of irrigation. 
The appointment will, however, la* made as an experimental measure 
for a period of five years, and if the experiment proves a success, the 
question of making the post permanent will la* considered. 

Nor has the important question of agricultural education been lost 
sight of. A scheme for an agticulturnl institute at Dacca has la*en 
under examination for some time, and it has now been definitely 
decided to proceed with it. As the Roval Tom mission on Agriculture 
is likely to make valuable recommendations in regard to this Institute 
scheme, it is promised to await their recommendations before actually 
starting the institute. Meanwhile it is decided to proceed with the 
construction of buildings which are essentially necessary, 

Next in importance is the scheme for the introduction of agricul- 
tural classes in middle and high English schools for which provision 
has been made in the Education budget. In the Agriculture budget 
Rs. 5,$i0 has been provided for the training in Agriculture of teachers 
deputed from the schools participating in the scheme. It is not 
intended that the pupils passing out of the high English and middle 
English schools will lie complete agriculturists, hut it is believed that 
the course of agricultural training they will receive will have so 
widened their outlook that they will go back to the land with a recep- 
tive mind, able to apply what they had learnt in school and to tackle 
new problems which arise in the course of their work. 


The need for providing a simple and inexpensive system of training 
in the elementary principles of agriculture has not also been overlooked. 
It is proposed to start three elementary agricultural schools in selected 
rural areas to provide practical instruction in agriculture to youths 
after they have finished their prtm|i7 education and have bad some 
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experience of work on the land. Enquiries are now on foot with a 
view to selecting suitable places where three farm schools of this 
description can be started os an experimental measure. 

The problem of water-hyacinth naturally looms very large before 
the public eye now-a-days. Government have l>een accused of inaction, 
hut this is hardly justified. Detailed preliminary enquiries have been 
made and a mass of in format ion has been collected.' During my recent 
tour at Madaripur, I was pleased to find that the District Officer was 
taking a great deal of interest in this (fuestion and he was able to throw 
a flood of light on this problem. The question of the policy to be 
adopted in fighting this pest is at present engaging our anxious con- 
sideration. It is an admitted fact that the problem is vast and very 
difficult to tackle and requires cautious and careful handling. Hasty 
or ill-conceived action is doomed to failure as without the co-operation 
of all concerned no useful results are likely to be achieved. I would, 
therefore, ask our critics not to force our hands, but to allow us time to 
consider the various aspects of the problem before we come to a 
decision. The time that I ask for is not very long. T hope that in the 
course of this year we shall be able to decide what line of action we 
should pursue and then commence work accordingly. 

I now t ill'll to the Co-operative Credit budget. Cudouhtedly the 
provision of easy credit facilities for the cultivators is essential, but 
if an all-round improvement in their condition is to he secured, they 
should In* taught to purchase their necessaries and to sell their produce 
on a co-operative basis. A recent development in this direction is the 
establishment of co-operative sale societies and a great deal depends 
on the success of them* experiments. 

The movement is able now to attract with ease sufficient capital 
for meeting the seasonal requirements of agriculture and to do without 
outside assistance. 

As to the budget itself, I would content myself bv saying that 
public money could be *|>ent on no letter object than co-operation. 

The only item of new expenditure is Ks. ‘1,000 for revision of the 
pay of auditors of co-operative societies. These officers have hitherto 
been entertained from year to year on a fixed pay of Rs. 75. It is now 
proposed to raise their pay to Rs. 75 — 1 \ — 150, and to place their post* 
on a permanent and substantive basis. This revision is long overdue. 
The expenditure on the audit staff, however, is not entirely a charge 
on provincial revenue, but is mainly met out of the recoveries made 
from the societies in the shape of audit fees. 


At 5-30 r.M. Council was adjourned till 2-00 r.n., on Friday, the 
26th March, 1827, at the Town Hall, Calcutta, 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Connell anemhled undsr me 
provisions »of the Cpve mment of India Aot. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Friday, the 25th March, 1927, at 2-30 pj. 


Present: 

The Hon hie the President (Baja Manuatha Nath Hay CiiAruxitmi, 
of KunLosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ ble Memliers of the Executive 
Council, the two Hou’lde Ministers and JIM noininated and elected 
memliers. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on tha table). 

Working of rule IS of the Devolution Rules in Bengal. 

140. Maharaja SASH I KANTA ACHARJYA CHAUDHURI, of 
Muktognoho, Mymeneingh: to) Will the Hon'ble Member in charge of 
the Department of Finance la* plumed to state whether the attention of 
the Government has l**en drawn to the discussion in the legislative 
A.Hsemtd> on th» working of l)ev<dution Hule No. 16, as published in 
the Assembly Deflates, dated the 7th March, 1925, at |mge 2120)' 

(6) When was the attention of the Go vein men! of Indiu first 
drawn to the effective working of the said Huie in Bengal, and what 
action has been taken by Government to have it remedied)* 

(r) Did this question crime up for consideration at the last Con- 
ference of Provincial Finance Memtars, and, if so, with what result 
so far as Bengal is concerned ? 

(d) Hus the attention of the Government been drawn to the dis- 
cussions made by the Taxation En(|uiry Committee on the subject of 
their report, and the observations made by the Hoti’ble Sir Basil 
Blackett in the Legislative Assembly on the 19th August, 1926, in 
the same connection ?. 

(e) Have Government sent any reply to the letter of the Govern- 
ment of India referred to by the Hon’ble Sir Basil Blackett in the 
Legislative Assembly on the 19th August, 1926 (vide page 132 of the 
Assembly debates of that date)? • 
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(/) If 80 , to what effect? 

MEMBER in oharg» of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon ’Me 
Mr. J. Donald): (a) Yes. 

( b ) The attention of the Government of India was first drawn to 
the probable inadequate nature of the relief to be obtained by Bengal 
from the working of thin rule in December. 1920. The local Govern- 
ment made a further protest in January, 1921. The attention of tbe 
Government of India has Wen drawn on several occasions to the 
inadequacy of the revenues of Bengal as laid down by the Meston 
Committee, and the question is now Wing considered in connection 
with the report of the Taxation Enquiry Committee. 

(r) Yes. The views expressed at the Conference are under the 
consideration of the Government of India. 

01) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The mutter is still under consideration. 


KalMzar and infant mortality in Rangpur. 

141. Baby JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: (a) Will 

the llon'hle Minister in charge of the Department of Ix>ca1 Self- 
Government (Public HcaltlD W pleased to state what steps have 
been taken within t he last three years to investigate the causes of 
kulu-ujsur and infant mortality in the district of ltangpur? 

(It) What is the result of such investigation? 

(r) What steps, if any, have been taken to remove the causes? 

MINISTER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT (PUBLIC HEALTH) (tho Hoft’bto Mr. Byomkot 
Chakravarti) : oi) No special ste]>s huve Wen taken in the district of 
ltangpur to investigate the causes of kala-aear and infant mortality. 
The cause of kalu-asnr is not yet known with certainty and is still 
under investigation. It is presumed that infant mortality in ltangpur 
is due to the same factors as in other areas, i.e,, ignorance, poverty, 
social customs and lack of qualified medical men. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(c) The only means of removing the causes of kala-axar that has 
hitherto been found is to reduce the number of persons suffering 
from the disease and thus spreading infection. With the help of a 
grant of Its. 9,000 from Government, the District Board has opened 
33 special kala-axar centres this year. 
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To remove the causes of iufaut mortality, the elementary train- 
ing of indigenous dais has been started and publicity work is being 
carried on t>y means of Bttby Shows, lantern lectures, cholera postern 
and vernacular leaflets. 


Hoads and Putolio Works 6000004 

o 

143 . Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINHA Bahadur, M 
NnMpur: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem law in charge of the Dc)*itt4ncnt 
of Revenue (l*and Revenue) la* pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing — 

ti) the total amount of the roads and Public Works cess 
collected in Bengal for the year 1925-20; ami 
( 11 ) the total umouut that hail l>een paid to the funds of District 
Boards out of the said collection during the year? 


(b) Will the Ilou’hle Member l>e pleased to state the percentage 
which Government charged for the establishment of the collection of 
the mud* und Public Works cess for Urn years 1923-24, 1924-26 and 
1925-20 Y 

MEMBER i«t charg# of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (LAND- 
REVENUE) (tho Hon’ble Maharaja Kahaimiah Chandra Ray Bahadur, 
of Nadia): (a) u) Re. 81, 2*, 799. 


(tt) Rs. 76,01,074. 


(b) The charge is not mude on any jiercentage basis. Deductions 
made are specified in Rule 142 of the <V»« Manual, 1919, and 
Appendices 1), K and F, under that Rule, and Appendix F of the 
Certificate Manual. Total collections and deductions during the 3 
years are given l>elow : 

Collection*. Deduction*. 


1923 24 

1924- 25 

1925- 26 


Re. Rs. 

78,27,586 . . 4,29,505 

81,83,844 .. 5,89,464 

81,28,799 .. 5,27,725 


Grants for Rural Water-supply. 

IAS. Babu ROMES CHANORA BACCHI: Will the IWble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Ijocal Self-Government (Public 
Health) be pleased to lav on the table a statement showing— 

(i) the amount of giant for rural wuter-aupply during 1924-25 and 
1925-26 in the province; 

(ti) the amounts allotted to each division ; 
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(Hi) the amount actually paid to each district; and 
(tv) the nature of schemes in each district for which such payments 
were actually made? 

The Hon ’Me Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: <») 1924-25— 
Rh. 50,000; 1925-26 — Rs. 2,50,000. 

(**) — 



1924 25 

1925-26. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Presidency 

20,000 

75,000 

Burdwan 

30,000 

75,000 

Rajshahi 

Nil 

50,000 

Dacca 

Nil 

30,000 

Chittagong 

Nil 

20,000 

(//») and itr) A 

statement is laid on the Library 

table, 


Council of Medical Registration. 

144. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: (<>) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of Department of Local Self-Government (Reserved Medical) 
be pleased to stute how the expenditure of the Council of Medical Registra- 
tion, Bengal, is met? 

(It) Is any grant mad * from the provincial revenues? 

(c) H so, what is the amount of that grant? 

Ul) Will the Hon’ble Member lie pleased to state whether the 
proeeedings of the meetings of the Council are published? 

(r) ]f not, have tlw* medical public any opportunity of studying 
those proceedings? If not. why not? 

MEMBER in Ohargt of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOVERN- 
MENT (RESERVED MEDICAL) (tho Hon*blo Mr. A. N. Moborty): 

(a) The expenditure of the Council of Medical Registration is met from 
receipts realised from registration fees of medical practitioners, the 
sale process of the Annual Medical List, etc., and Government grauts. 

{ 6 ) The answer ia in the affirmative. 

(r) Rs. 5,600. 

(d) and (r) The jiroceedings art* not published at length, hut 
abstracts are furnished to medical journals lor publication when 
desired. 
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GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

•Demand*, tor C rants. 

34, — Agriculture. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AIIZUL HAQUE: Sir, when 1 gave notice 
of this motion, f wa> under a celtaip misapprehension an regards thin 
demand. Since then the matter has Imhmi satisfactorily explained to 
lire, and 1 prolate, with your leave, to withdraw* thin motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have not moved yout motion. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: No, Sir 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Then why did you speak oil itP (Laughter.) 


The following motion w*a* therefore not moved: - 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE and BMmi AMARENDRA 
NATH CHOSE* ‘‘That the demand of Its, 1,20,000 under the lonid 
‘ 34A. — Veterinary ('halves (Rebelled) • Su|h*i intemlence (front* to 
C. S. IV C. A.’ l>e ref lined (page IMS, Civil Estimate).** 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I he# to move that 
the demand of Its. 1,82,500 undei th * head “ 34 A. - Veterinary 
Charge* —Veterinary Instruction ” lie reduced by He. 1 (]x»ge 190, 
Civil Estimate). 

in doing* so, I want to draw the serious attention of the House to 
certain statistical figures which will show' that so far us the* Veterinary 
( ’allege is concerned there is something wrong there. This statement 
of mine is lxiaed on the figures which I have just now seen in the 
Annual Kej>ort of the Bengal Veterinary College and of the ('ivil 
Veterinary Department, Bengal. I find that in the year 1921-22 the 
total number of students in the Veterinary College wus 143. Next 
year it decreased to 139, year after to 137, next year to 132, and in 
the year 1925-26 the figure came down to only 100, This is the total 
number of students in the college, and ibis i Deludes not only students 
from this presidency alone, but also from Bibar and Orissa and other 
provinces. When I come to the Bengal figure, i find that during the 
year 1921-22, the number of student* was 71; next year it was 72; tbe 
year after it was 60; next year it was 49; and this year it has come 
down to the magnificent figure of 2 % And for this college we are 
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spending Its. 2,24,492, with only Rs. 53,000 as the total receipts of 
the college, including the hospital fees. Sir, I think, this is a very 
serious matter, and it deserves a thorough enquiry on the pert of the 
Hon’ hie Minister as to how it is that the efficiency of the college has 
!>cen so much reduced, if statistics is to b? the basis of judging — as 
i believe that all efficiency is judged by statistics nowadays. 

Sir, 1 say that from another point of view also there should be an 
enquiry. I hear that the Government />f Bihar and Orissa is proposing 
to start a college of its own from the year 1929, and, if that lie true, 
then you will find that the number of students from Bihar and Orissa 
and the other sister provinces will decrease, so that the Bengal figure 
will be reduced to the minimum. Sir, in the resolution of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal oil the Annual Hejant of the Bengul Veterinary College 
and of the Civil Veterinary Department, issued under or over the 
signature of Mr. G. S. Dutt, it has been stated that the falling off in 
the number of Bengal students upjieais to be chiefly due to the failure 
cd the district 1 nail'd s in employing veterinary graduates up to the 
piescribed standard and to the stopjsige of stiiMMids granted by the 
Government in pursuance of the recommendation of the Bengal 
Retrenchment Committee. Sir, 1 do riot think that this statement of 
fuels is strictly tiw, for the simple reason that if you comjxtre the 
figures you will find that though the Government of Bengal has stopp'd 
the stijiends, yet the total number of stipends has not been reduced, 
for i find that in the year 1921-22 Government gave 24 stijiemls while 
the district Iwmrds gave 28, making a total of 52, and in the ]rre»ent 
yeai the district ls.ards alone have given 53 stijtends: so the sum total 
remains the same, rU., in 1922 the Government and the local bodies 
contributed 52 stijiends amt this year the district IkmihIh alone have 
granted 53. So the statement contained in the resolution is not quite 
coneet. The other incorrect statement is that the falling off in the 
numlier of students is flue chiefly to the district boards of Bengal not 
employing veterinary graduates up to the prescribed standard. Sir, T 
have some exjierkuice of district boards, ami I do not think that the 
Government is justified in making this statement. 1 think that there 
is a tendency on the j>art of the Government to shift as much responsi- 
bility as possible on the district hoards without giving any correspond- 
ing accretion of income to supplement their resources. The District 
Boards Act was passed in 1885 and their financial possibilities were de- 
viated in 1883-84. With such limited financial resources and occasional 
doles, they are required to do all sorts of works. In spite of this attitude 
of the Government, the district boards have done their work with credit, 
and so far as 1 know they are employing as many veterinary graduates 
as possible with the limited means at their disposal, ft is said that 
the district boards are reluctant to employ veterinary graduates. Now, 
Sir, I come from the district of Nadia, and the Hon' hie the Maharaja 
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Bahadur will kindly rememlier that when he was the Chairman of the 
district board of Nadia in tin* year 1920, Government in very sweet 
words asked the district board to employ two more veterinary gradu- 
ates. The district bnafd agreed 4o do this. At that time nothing was 
mid as to what would pay for them. And from 1921 to I92T the Veteri- 
nary Deportment has sat tight over the matter. About ten days back 
the district board was naked by the Accountant-General, Bengal, us 
advised by the Government in ^he* Veterinary Diqwirtment, to pay, l»e- 
to»e the dlst of March, the sum of Its. 8,000 as its contribution from 
the year 1920 to thi* year 1927 on this account. Now, Sir. since the 
law is there, over which, 1 think, even the Hon ’hie Memlmrs of the 
Executive Council have no control, and when the Accountant-General 
asks us to pay, the only course left to us, whatever might la' our rinsing 
balance, whatever might Ik* the state of our finances - we are to pay 
the sum. Sir, district hoard* art' not likely to Is* very enthusiastic 
if Government takes money in the above manner. Government should 
he pleased to consider what policy should la* udojded in the matter of 
employing veterinary graduates by the district liourds. Hut to come 
more to the |m>i fit , I submit that the numlier of veterinary students has 
fallen off not liecause of the lease. is alleged by the Government, but 
because of the rumours which are being circulated — and 1 think 
rumours are sometimes tiue thut ludli the Principal and the Vire- 
Prineijwd of the college, who diaw fat salaries, do not do any teaching 
w'ork or any hospital work, and beyond going round the veterinary 
practical classes they do not do any other work. As a result, the 
teaching of the college has deteriorated considerably. 1 do not know" how 
far these are true, hut I have given out the rumours so that the Hot)' hie 
Minister may enquire into this matter, which, after all, may affect 
the present jiosition of veterinary instruction in Bengal. I am refer- 
ring to this matter in order that the Hoti'ble Minister may Is* able to 
find out some means by which veterinary instruction in Bengul may 
be improved and may yield results commensurate with the expenditure 
incurred. 

Sir, with these remarks 1 move my motion. 

2-45 p.m. 

ftUtftti TAMIZUDDIM KHANS I intend generally to apeak on 
tke whole demand and not on the particular motion just before the 
House. In a country where 90 per cent, of, the population defend on 
the proceeds of the soil, agriculture 

ftflf MARENORANATH CHAUOHURI: May 1 rise to a point of 

order. Is the sp ea ke r entitled to discuss the general agricultural policy 
of Government under this motion P • 
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Mr* PREllDEMT : It is ill my discretion to allow or not to allow him 
to speak on the general demand. Having regard to the time at our 
disposal, I think he should better confine bis remarks to the motion uuder 
discussion. , * 

Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan thereupon resumed his seat. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azixul Haque was then put 
and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: “That the demand of 
Ra. 4,9fi,lMM) under the head ‘ 84 A. — Agriculture — Veterinary Charges 1 
be reduced by Us. 1,50, (MM) (page 187, Civil Estimate). ” 

Btbu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE moved that the demand of 
Its. 4,fMi,(KM) tinder the head “ 84 A. — Veterinary charges M he reduced 
by Us. KM) (page 187, Civil Estimate). 

He sjtoke in Bengali in support of his motion. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: 1 am in sympathy 
with the mover when he says that more money is necessary for the 
Veterinary Department, and 1 l>eg to draw the attention of the 
Hon'ble Minister and es}H>< iall v of the Hon'lde Mr. Donald to the 
suggestion that serum ought to he given to the District Boatds free of 
cost. Cattle are valuable things to cultivators and the district boards 
are sometimes culled upon to juiy charges for serum, which they fiud 
it difiieult to meet, and they are unuble to successfully grapple with 
the situation. So I earnestly appeal to the Minister to see that serum 
may Is* distributed to the district boards free of cost. 

With regard to veterinary instruction, I find thut the number of 
students who have been takiug admission into the Veterinary College 
is dwindling down and 1 may 1** permitted to make one suggestion 
that the i/unla* who do the ordinary work of the veterinary doctors in 
the country may 1 m» given some instruction here in this college; at 
least they may la* tuught inocculntion, so thut when necessary they 
may also do something in that direction. 

1 have one more observation to make. In case of epidemics it 
waa formerly the rule that certain veterinary assistants were kept 
reserved and when necessity arose, and as sown as a telegram was sent, 
men were at once available, but now this has been done away with. 
The result is that whenever any requisition is made a man has to be 
found out ; it generally takes fifteen days to find out a man, and by the 
time be reaches the district board headquarters the epidemic has pro- 
bably ceased. So I think at least* some veterinary assistants should 
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be kept reserved so that when necessity arises they may at once be 
deputed to the spot. 

MINISTER in charge el DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 
tml INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan 

Ghumavi): I am very much obliged to the hoti’lde members who have 
drawn my attention to the various points with regard to the Veterinary 
College and other matters. These will receive my careful attention. 
I may just mention one thing and thiW is. that Government propose to War 
the entire cost of serum. I think this will satisfy the members. 

The motion of Balm A mu rend m Nath (those was then pti t and lost. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 5!) ,200 under the head " HIB.- Agricultmc - Pay of 
othei (rare tied Officers *' be reduced by Its. P2.000 ( page 1 5>7 . Civil 
Estimate). 

In the Gazette of \e*terda\ a small paragraph in two lines has 
appeared to the effect that under order No. 1620, dated 17<h March, 
Mr K .1. Gossip is apfsiintcd to be Cultle Kxjictt h\ the Govettimetit 
of Bengal, with effort from the 2nd March. I flV?7 . It appeuts below the 
nano* of the Hou’ble Minister and over the signature of the Secretary, 
Agiiculture and Industries Deputt ment . 1 was really mum zed to find 

that although the Hon’ble Mr. Donald in his Budget Speech Inst year 
leferred to the pro|>oscd appointment of a Cattle Kx|s*H for Bengal to 
studv the condition of cattle, it has taken them a Near to give effect to 
that proposal. 

.1 I'.M. 


I find that this pro (sisal which was made in February, 1926, ban 
materialised in March, Pf27. The reason of my moving this motion is 
that I am in favour of a total cut to the extent of the pay of this 
gentleman. Sir, 1 have lieeti studying the Agricultural Reports of 
the Government of Bengal for the last few veins, and I find that under 
the head “ Cattle Problem in Bengal ” the reports refer to the suitable 
food-supply as the paramount necessity for the improvement of cattle 
as also to the need of improved animal both as regards stature and 
milking capacity, and, thirdly, to the milk-supply problem. So far as 
No 1 is concerned, t.r., the suitable fodder-supply for the cattle in 
Bengal, 1 do not know how far the appointment of Mr. Gossip will help 
us. Further, I do not think he will be able to do anything so far as 
No. 2 is concerned. We have been hearing ever since the year 1922 
that the Itangpur Dairy Farm has taken up the project for the improve- 
ment of tbe cattle both as regards stature and milking capacity, but I 
do not know liow the appointment of a Cattle Expert will suddenly 
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improve the stature and the milking capacity of the cattle. There is 
another reason as to why I want ho much information about the 
appointment of Mr. Gossip. So far as I have been able to know — and 
in this matter our knowledge is mostly <onfi?ie<} to the rumours in the 
streets of Calcutta and from people in railway train* — this Mr. Gossip 
is a gentleman who, for all we know, was merely a sergeant in some 
Military Dairy Farm. 1 want to know as a member of this House as 
to what are his qualifications — whether he is something more than a 
common <jo<ihi or whether he has a superabundance of that knowledge 
by which he is expected to improve the cattle breed in Bengal. There 
is another reason : I am not raising any racial question. If there are 
Europeans available with better knowledge and qualifications, their 
claims should l>e considered, but certainly I will not yield to a fourth 
class European superseding the claims of fully qualified Indians. 1 
understand that there was a public advertisement and, as a result of 
that, a number of gentlemen applied and would it In* news to hear that 
although there were several highly qualified candidates who had been 
sent to the continent and for whom Government had spent lots of 
money, their claims were superseded bv the appointment of Mr. Gossip? 
Is it not u fact that there was also a Muhammadan candidate, 
Mr. Baluch, who had the best recommendation from the Government 
of Bomhuy as the best Cattle Expert in India? I do not know how 
far that is true, but I want to know from the Hon’ble Minister as to 
who wor»» the candidates who applied and with what qualifications ? 
What was Mr. Gossip l>efoie his appointment, and with effect from 
what date has he been appointed? Has Mr. Gossip any academic or 
technical qualifications in any recognised school, college or institute 
which will serve the purpose* of the post to which he has been appoint- 
ed? I want a statement from the Hon’ble Minister that in giving this 
post to Mr. Gossip he was satisfied that he was the best candidate. 

Sir, a sura of Rs. 12,000 will be spent for this Cattle Expert, but 
Government has not yet put forth any programme as to what will be the 
duties of the Cattle Expert in Bengal. I do not think that Govern- 
ment is justified in appointing a Cattle Expert or, for the matter of 
that, any expert without preparing any definite programme of his work. 
The history of the technical experts shows that they are hopeless in 
drawing up a programme of their own work, and from that point of 
view I want a statement from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department whether a cut-and-dried programme has been drawn up for 
the officer. There is another reason why 1 object to his appointment. 
Is he sufficiently acquainted with the vernacular of the province «o as 
to be able to preach to the masses, or will bis activities be merely con- 
fined to farm work-in some dairy farm either at Rangpur or in Dacca? 
We have already got a good number of men possessing professional 
knowledge and some of them are very good in research work. Rut 
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what We really want is that there should be men well verged in ver- 
nacular to carry on the propaganda work throughout the country and 
preach to the mas net*, ho that their knowledge may permeate to the 
masses aod may be absorbed by them. 1 want the Una ble Minister to 
make a statement as to how far these things have lieen satisfied. 

Sir, I must say in fairness to the lion'ble Minister that he had 
nothing more to do in this matter than I had to do. and I am quite 
prepared to abrogate him of all the responsibilities in the matter which 
he has brought upon himself by appointing the tattle Kxpeit, but 1 
hojie he will lie able to graze the (’uttle Kxpeit properly as 1 do not 
want any cattle to In* let loose on public fields to graze at the eost of 
the nite-payers’ money. Last year, this very question was taken up 
hv ])i. Moieno, and 1 find that his statement was that when he asked 
for hieud he was given stone, and he said that what was wanted was 
not a multiplication of experts, hut to see that some tangible thing is 
done in a practical form. From the same point of view 1 would like 
to know if the Hon* hie Ministei j* personally satisfied that this expert 
the people of the countrv. I should also like to know whether the 
will he able to do a certain amount of a oik which will really benefit 
Cattle F\|M*it is going to In 1 utilised in full and that the mnnev we are 
going to sj*end over him is not wasted, and whether the- ap|M»intuient of 
the Cattle* Kx|s*it was made by NU|S‘iseding fly* claims of competent 
Indians. 

The Hon'ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVIt 

Mu v I assure the Khan Bahadur through you that J am not pctsouully 
responsible for the ap[M»int nient of Mr. Gossip as Cattle* Kxjs*it. lfe»w- 
cver, I might say this that this jxest of livestock expert was voted by 
the Conned last year. There was some delay in recruiting a suitable 
officer for this [nest, and Mr. Gossip has joined only recently. The 
post was widely advertised and applications were received from can- 
didates from various parts of India. The candidates were interviewed, 
The selected c andidate, Mr Gossip, has had considerable expetietice of 
livestock work while employed as Assistant Imjverud Dairy Kxpert in 
Bangalore, and he was considered bv the experts to be the most suitable 
candidate 1 can assure my friend that 1 shall look into his work and, 
after I have done so, I shall be hi a position to express an opinion. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque was then put and 
lost. 

The following motion was not moved: — 

llai HARKMDRANATH CHAUOHURIi “ Thai the demand of 

Ra. 3,80,000 under the head 1 34 B. — Agriculture (Tranaferred)— 
Other Supervising Staff ’ be reduced by Ba. 60,000 (page 197, Civil 
Estimate),” 
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MNl NALINIRANJAN 9ARKER: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 10,57,600 under the head ** 34B.— Agriculture ” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (page 193, Civil Estimate). 

The Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture has presented us with a Igng 
list of matters which the Department has not overlooked. And the 
promises which he has held out are more than suificient to cover the 
present shortcomings. T can in these circumstances well appreciate 
the concern which he expressed for conserving the valuable time ot 
this House. Lest his misapprehensions should go further- -lest I up- 
set the mental balance of a great Minister let me hasten to assure 
him that my motion if accepted by this House will not endanger the 
rich chances that there are at present of the Minister resuscitating the 
agriculture of this province. 

The work of the Agricultural Department is so vitally connected 
with the people that one needs no special study to estimate the real 
measure of its success. Every one in India is so keenly alive to the 
agricultural needs of this country, that the Minister had perforce to 
speak in an ii]K>logntic strain. 

There is naturally no difference of opinion in regard to the funda- 
mentals. It is accepted on all hands that “ Agriculture is and must 
always romain the uminstuy of the rural population in Bengal." 
Government and people alike derive their sustenance from it and the 
welfare of the nation is indissolubly bound up with the progress of 
this basic industry. Nevertheless, it has been languishing day by day. 
That our system of agriculture is in urgent need of improvement is 
undoubted. The pressure on the land has increased for well-known 
economic causes. The soil has lost in fertility for want of manuring, 
and proper irrigation. The raiyat is sunk in indebtedness. His beasts 
of draught are as weak and emaciated as his own starving self. 
Improved mechuuical implements are entirely out of his reach. The 
ravages of the water-hyacinth on his crops still remain unchecked. 
And the shrunken harvest such as it is, is at the mercy of the shrewd 
monopolist abroad. No wonder, agriculture is un remunerative and the 
peasant lost in overwhelming poverty. Sheer self-interest should impel 
the Government, as the biggest landlord, to do its best for the agri- 
culturists. 

3-15 r.M. 

But what has actually been the attitude and policy of the Govern- 
ment? They have consistently grudged expenditure on agriculture. 
The actual expenditure on the Department since 1921 has fluctuated 
between 18 and 19 lakhs of rupees, of which an average of 9 lakhs 
represented the earnings of the Department itself. The budget provi- 
sion for the next year is practically lees than that for the current year, 
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though the Finance Member hat hidden the fart by the inclusion in 
it of expenditure of the C. S. P. l\ A., Calcutta. The allotment i. 
hardly sufficient to touch the fringe of the problem*. 

Sir, countries like Japan, Italy and Denmark had problems similar 
to our own. \\ ithout preaching the policy of ImMti+fmr? to the help- 
less peasantry, they improved their agriculture within a period of 

50 years. Our Ghvernment merely marked the time while the Gov- 
ernments of those countries were busy removing obstacle after obstacle. 

The Hon'ble Minister has referred to a new seed for jute which 
would augment the national wealth by 5J croies. To my mind, the 
Hon ble Mi uister has relied too ntueh on the i/w of the depart- 

mental experts and has fuiled to see the weakness in every one of the 
links in the chain of the reasoning, the validity of which he takes 
for granted. In the first place I prefer in this ease to argue back- 
wards from the conclusion the Minister has passed over the euoimity 
of the if which precedes the increase of the natural wealth by 

5 1 erores. As we aie left in the dark as to tin* machinery and the 
method of propagandising this Aladdin's lamp, we arc unable to share 
his enthusiasm in the mutter. 

The Minister has not thought it necessaty to see whether the Depart- 
ment stood on sure grounds in their conclusion us to either the area 
cultivated with the now seed or the improvement in the yield thereof. 
If the Department had made their calculations on the basis of the 
official forecast, then l must hasten to tell them that they cannot aland 
on more treacherous ground. The murgin of error in these estimates 
sometimes covers the entire page. It is imjHmsihle to muke u reason- 
able estimate on the basis of the figures that are liable to an error of 
«‘M) to tiO |>er cent. To assure himself of the vulidity of this charge 
the Minister should make another search through the pigeon-hole* of 
the Secretariat the same as he made to find the scheme of Xawab 
Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri. This time I guarantee him success 
in his quest — for a complaint from a genuine trader will lie found 
pointing out the disparity between the estimates and actuals of jute 
production. 

1 may also suggest a short cut ami refer the Hon’hlc Minister to 
the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council of 17th August, 
1923. Again the credulous nature of the Minister and the convenient 
optimism of the Department have alike thought it unnecessary to 
reflect upon the true cause of what increase there may lx* in the annual 
yield in jute. It suit* them to appropriate all credit to the new seed 
that their farms have evolved. Unfortunately, the claim cannot go 
unchallenged. The set of intricate natural laws which are referred 
to by experts as “the cycle of yield per acre” would award no small 
•hare of the credit to inexorable natural causes which act independently 
of the inventions of agricultural institutions. 
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In a severely technical matter like this I must fight shy of deep 
waters and content myself with referring those interested to a special 
article from the pen of Mr. J. Bowie, in the Capital of the 17th instant. 
Even assuming that the yield per acre is the t direct result of the 
deliberate action of our Department, ‘there is one other point which 
i must mention in this connection, though 1 am sorry to disturb so 
tudely the facile optimism of the amateur Minister and his expert 
subordinates. The attention of the Committee of the Indian Jute Mills 
Association was drawn to a percentage *>f worse brittle fibre in certain 
deliveries of Kakya Bombai jute which, it says, was selected as the 
most suituhle variety as a result of considerable expense and years of 
hard work on the part of the Government Agricultural Department. 
Tlmy were convinced, later, that the gain in quantity has been at the 
expense of quality. Is not this a case in point, going to show the 
value of these general statements so highly made by the Government 
Departments, so weightily put forward by their trusty henchmen, the 
Ministers Y 

While speaking about jute cultivation and the duties of the Gov- 
ernment theieto, there is one point which 1 imiM mention now. The 
telecast* are meant no doubt to serve the eonsuming ami l he trading 
desses. But w'hat service do the Govern men t render to the masses 
who produce this commodity Y Cun they not, with the means then 
possess of acquiring intelligence, ascertain the probable demand of the 
coming season ami advise the cultivator in advance as to the aiea he 
should sow for the year? It is, of course, not difficult, to understand 
why the Government have not done so, for the master that they really 
serve is not the people of this country. Will the Minister have the 
courage to take from the exploiters* pocket to fill the starving bellies 
of his own countrymen? 

It is a truism of Indian agriculture that the raiyat is lost in debt 
The Co-operative Department has not yet imparted the true co-opera- 
tive spirit. The raiyat is, therefore, unable to stive himself from the 
evil effect* of usury and is forced to sell at the price dictated. by his 
buyer who invariably acts in conjunction with his money-lender. In 
countries like America and Egypt, the Government offers every facility 
and advises the farmer as to the coming of better prices, I leant 
from responsible j>eople that if the Government should lend its support, 
any amount of credit can he secured for the jute in the country which 
commands an international market. But this would run counter to 
the interests of Clive Street and no member of the Government or 
Minister can so much as think of moving his little finger in this 
matter. 

Then, Sir, the Hou*ble Minister has told us that before initiating 
further reforms, he is awaiting the report of the Royal Coramimkm 
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from whom he expect* very valuable recommendations. Valuable, 
indeed: if we remember the economic theory which lays down the cost 
of production a* the measure of value, the leporl will ut» doubt 
represent a value of £96^000 as estimated by the Secretary of State, 
with further capacity of usual cxjftmsion in the revised estimates. It 
will be of actual value, too, to muiiy British industries for which 
the report will ornate a valuable market in this country by its recom- 
mendations for mechanical appliances. Valuable also to the British 
youths who will find an honoured •career as expert* in the Agricultural 
Department which the rejiort will surely widen. But to the Indian 
raiyat, the only value will come in ns the “ value payable " in the 
f»haj>e of contribution to the cost* mentioned uImivc. 

I could wish that the lion 'hie Minister had not so sharply changed 
the views he held in 1!LM regarding the necessity for agricultural 
education, for the amounts that have Ihm'u allotted are obviously too 
small to serve any immediate useful purpose. In tact, it is yet t«»o 
early to attempt to impart agricultural education to the ilhteiute musses 
in the oidinun class-room wav. The easiest is what is known as the 
“ visualising method." The ordimitv people will gittsp fart?* bet tin 
from an exhibition of lantern slides, telling j«o*tcr* ami cinema films. 
An efficient organisation foi working out this idea "ill entail a capital 
expenditure of IN. 20, (MH) and a m iming cX|K*nditme of H*. 50,000 
both of which can Ik* suitably shared with the Public Health Depart- 
ment. 

It is the aim of the Dejmit mint of Agriculture in every country 
to increase the area of arable land and deviease the cultivable waste. 
But in Bengal cultivable waste land has not only decreased but it ha* 
uctuall) increased from 4,050,000 acres in 1017 to (1,200,000 acre* tit 
1024. In addition to this, tbeic is another 4,00(1,000 acres lying 
fallow at the present time in Bengal. The reason for this is the lack 
of sufficient moiwtuie for raising the ciopv Vet every year an enormous 
volume of water runs down the »ivci* and wastes itself in the *et». 

The neglect of irrigation in Bengal is well known: but on that the 

Minister is silent. For he is the Minister of Agriculture Irriga- 
tion, which is on the reset red side. Iii place of big project* of irriga- 

tion, the Minister need* must Ik* content with experimenting with 
tube-well** and pumps for which he wants sjiecial Agricultural Engi- 
neer*. From our pa*t experience we cannot help thinking that thi* 
expert will be more an agent of British manu fart u ring firm* than an 
officer serving Bengal. 

In order to make a Micro** of this Department it is necessary to 
institute travelling research scholarships by which the Indian* of 
ability would he enabled to travel to the foreign countries and acquire 
the necessary knowledge. We have a* the result of rqieated tbmfi ot 
bitter experience lost all confidence in the foreign experts, and if thp 

** a 
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Minister would initiate such a system of creating local experts, I venture 
to predict that be will be able to command the support of the house. 

Regarding the scourge of the water-hyacinth, we learn that after 
spending so much time and money on Mr. Griffith’s spray, it has been 
found that the spray will kill more men than water-hyacinths. And 
now the Hon’ble Minister wants us to bask for* another year in the 
M flood of light ” “ thrown on the question by the activity of a certain 
District Officer”. If he will listen 'to a suggestion of mine, I would 
say that the best thing in these eiieumstanees is to finance a “catch 
and kill ” programme. It should lx* made the legal duty — a curious 
but perhaps the only form of conscription for a disarmed country 
to put forth combined efforts of the Government and jieople on a 
stipulated day to drag out and destroy all the hyacinths in the water. 
This has a much better chance of success than any formula so far 
purchased by Government. 


Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Sir, on account of the bad acoustic properties 
of this Chamber I found great difficulty in hearing a good deal of what 
Mr. Sarker said. I rise to criticise under this motion the agricultmal 
policy of Government and, in doing m>, I wish it to he understood that 
I am not attacking the new Minister who bus just taken his office 
But on the other hand. I am quite ccitain that in speaking, a> I did 
last, year, about the purpose and the policy of Government in tin 
Agriculture Department, 1 am speaking for a very great number of the 
educated people of Bengal, and What I say with great emphasis is that 
the progress of this Department is very slow. I recognise that in the 
Budget of this year there is a provision for an Agricultural Engineer— a 
very necessary and desirable appointment as we who are up-country arc 
aware. There are also other signs of development, hut these are ven 
•low. Now, Sir, wheu you have an agricultural population of i \ le sire 
cf that of Bengal, I say it is essential that there should be progress; first 
of all to make the people more healthy and reduce the death-rate. Then 
theie must be improved agriculture, in order to increase the wealth of th« 
cultivators and to allow the general standard of the people to, lie raided 

As I have made these criticisms, I wish to make one or two con 
struetive observations. Having studied agriculture and being an agri 
culturist myself, in my opinion at the present moment the least tbai 
Government should do is to spend a sum of Rs. 2} lakhs more per annum 
That would be an expenditure which would be immediately payable. Firsi 
of all the meu at the head of affairs in the Agricultural Departures 
ore too absorbed in the routine work of administration. They havt 
really no time for various research and demonstration works wkiel 
haa been handed over to them. <A8 I said last year, and as I say again 
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that to begin with an expert— it does not matter to me whether he is an 
Indian or a European if he is a good man — an expert is required for sugar 
alone* The prospects of sugar in this province are most favourable. 
There is a lot of laud wlfich will ^row sugar profitably and which will 
not grow lice, and why should not that lund be employed? It would also 
save lakhs of rupees, being drained out to Java and other countries for 
the import of sugar. An expert can increase, in my opinion, the output 
of sugar in this province by 2f> per cent, at least. That is only the 
minimum. • 

Secondly, as I said last year, another man is required to develop 
the cotton industries in Bunkum and Birhhuni; on the uplands of those 
districts which at present grow no crops at all and which experiments 
have shown art* most favourable in regard to the growth of cotton. 1 
know that these expeiiinents are going on. hut they are going on far 
tts) slowly. It will pay Government to employ a good man and to 
push on that work as mpidi\ as jmssible. 

There is a good deal more to he done in demonstration and, in my 
opinion, what we want in demonstration is not the old class of demoustra- 
tion officers who were very |mmu and inefficient. We want men who are 
well trained and know their work thoroughly. 1 think that the staff 
under truining should be immediately inn eased. I hope, Sir, before the 
Budget is introduced next year, the llmi'hle Minister will please make up 
his mind and will bring up a thoroughly efficient programme in this 
Department. 


3-30 in. 


Mr. P. C. BASU: Sir, in supporting the motion of my friend, 
Babu Naliniranjan Surker, may I raise my voice of protest against 
the inaction ou the pail of the Government in the field of agriculture? 
I go further and say that the Govern men t is guilty of culpable 
negligence. Bengal is pre-eminently an agricultural province where 
agriculture is the principal item. But T am sorry' to find that the 
Bengal Budget depicts demand on agriculture as a minor head Bo 
long as this system of administration will remain, so long at the 
extravagant system of expenditure will la* tolerated by this House, eo 
long as the expenditure on Police, C. I. D. t body-guards and band* 
will be tolerated by the House, we shall find that this system will go 
on. One of the principal and main items of income of this province 
is land revenue which comes to over 3 crore* of rupees. Further, there 
is the income derived from jute — duty on export of jute — which is 
swallowed no doubt by the Government of India. The export duty on 
jute amounted to nearly Rs. 3,71,00,000 last year. The income of the 
Government from agricultural produce was, therefore, nearly 7 emus 
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of rupees. But what has the Government done in respect of agricul- 
ture P 1 find, Sir, that a sum of Rs. <39 lakhs is spent by this Govern, 
meat for the Land Revenue Department, but the demand on agricul- 
ture only come* up to Rs. 12 lakhs.' May I enquire, Sir, through you, 
what has the Government done in connection with the improvement ol 
agriculture? Have they done anything? On Ahe contrary, 1 will 
show from the Government reports that agriculture has been thoroughly 
neglected in the past. Can the Government produce any tangibh 
evidence to show that they have 'done anything in this respect? The 
Department of Agriculture ought to he the principal department o! 
the province. The Government which derived its principal income 
from this source ought to devote its whole attention for the amelioru 
tioh of the peasunts’ condition. As you know, Sir, the peasants ol 
Bengal are suffering from overburdened taxation and from the ravage* 
of malaria, kula-uzar and other diseases caused by the inefficient system 
of embankment for the protection of railways and roads and which 
affect adversely the agriculture and health of the people. I do not tot 
a moment suggest that these impro\ pineals are not necessary. Eat 
from it. But I say that in doing so Government must do it in such 
a way that agriculture or health of the people do not suffer in any 
way. Sir, look ut the appalling condition of the lands on the south 
of the river Dumodur in the Burdwan district where hundreds ami 
hundreds of highas of lands have been devastated. The Hon 'hie 
Nawub Bahadur Saiyid Nawuh Ali Ohaudliuri informed this House the 
other day that an area of nearly 6^ square miles of land, which was oner 
fertile, has now' become barren and fallow’, and nothing can he dour 
there now. That is due to the inefficient system of emhunkmeut which 
is to a certain extent responsible for it. We find that in other 
provinces and other countries embankments have been constructed in 
such a way that floods an* prevented from causing any damage to the 
country. May I offer a suggestion, Sir, that the Departments ol 
Irrigation, Public Health and Agriculture ought to collaborate ami 
work up a scheme for the welfare of the province, but I regret t< 
find that there is no love lost tatween the departments in Bengal! I 
am glad that after a long protracted agitation, the Government of 
Bengal has launched a scheme for the irrigation of the Burdwan 
district, namely, the Damndar .scheme of which the estimated cost b 
Rs, 78 lakhs. I do hope that the scheme would not turn out like the 
Grand Tiunk Canal scheme, a punte of all times to come. I find that 
some criticisms have already Wn levelled at it by Dr. Bentley. Witk 
the leave of the House may T refer to Dr. Bentley’s remarks at pag« 
184- of his Report on Malaria and Agriculture in Bengal? This is 
what Dr. Bentley says: — 

u Recently, a scheme was drawn up for irrigation in the Burdwan 
district where irrigation is a fiioet imperative necessity But 
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this schema was based on wrong principles and a complete mi winder 
standing of the real needs of the country. Consequently, although il 
would have been much better than nothing at all, it would not have 
been so useful as it might easily be made/’ 

But the result has been that Burdwan which was formerly one of th* 
healthiest and rii*hest districts of Bengul is now one of the poorest and 
the most malaria-stricken pluces in Bengul. Dr. Bentley has also 
mentioned that within a period of dO years, owing to the lack of water, 
nearly 50 j>cr cent, of the net crop of the areu has been reduced. At 
page 1ST of the same book, Dr. Bentley further says: — 

“ Every possible encouragement should lw given to private person*, 
public bodies and voluntary institutions to push forward irrigation 
projects of every jmssible kind, including the construction and restora- 
tion of irrigation tanks, the excavation and re-excavation of khul* und 
waterways of all kinds, and the care and conservancy of river channels 
generally.” 

But nothing litc* heen done even after Dr. Bentley rejairted as above. 
Further, Sir, the encouragement advoeuted by Dr. Bentley bus not been 
given by the Bengal Government. Then ut the conclusion of his 
rejM»rt, Dr. Bentley *ay* that with the strongest fxmsihlf emphasis at 
his command he would urge the need fur the appointment of nil 
Irrigation Commission for Bengal. In doing so, he says: “This is 
all the more necessary because, I ladieve, Bengal does not possess at 
the present time a single officer who can claim practical acquaintance 
with the innundation irrigation systems of the Punjab and Sind 
respectively.” Dr. Bentley also recommended that the Hush irrigation 
system is the only thing that could 1*» done in Bengal. In these cir* 
cumstances, Sir, I hojie that the Government of Bengal ought to lake 
into consideration the real needs of the country where agriculture is 
the principal industry. I think the Hon’ble Minister will say that 
there is a Royal Commission on Agriculture which is now touring all 
over the country. We have wen many Royal and other Commission* 
like the Decentralisation Commission, the Muddiiuan Commission, the 
I<ee Commission and many other nun missions which have been net up 
lief ore. But have we ever la*en benefited by the recommendation* <*f 
any of these commissions!'' So long a* the recommendation* of a com* 
mission are favourable to the services they are accepted, but tho*e 
recommendations which are designed to benefit the people of the 
country* are always rejected, and the reply always i* “the lack of 
funds On the contrary, whenever there is a recommendation made 
for the benefit of the services, funds are always forthcoming. 

With thse few word*, I would support the motion of Bahu 
Naliniranjnn Barker. • 
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Raja BHUPEMDRA HARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of KniMfNar: 

Sir, we are very thankful to the Hou’ble Minister for the announce- 
ment he made yesterday with regard to starting of agricultural schools 
in selected rural ureas to provide practical instruction in agriculture. 
These we wanted for a long time, and we are thankful to the HonTde 
Minister for the steps he is taking in this direction; hut I am sorry 
1 cannot agree with him when he says that the results already obtained 
by the Department are sufficient to earn the whole-hearted support 
of those who are interested in the. welfare of the country'. In this 
connection I beg to say that this Department has always been regarded 
as a useless Department and a losing concent. Though the Depart- 
ment has been working for a long time, I am sorry it has not achieved 
any success; as a matter of fact, il 1ms not Wen able to gain the 
confidence and faith of the people of Bengal. There are experimental 
farms; demonstrations and experiments have Wen carried out, but 
it is much regretted that the results of those demonstrations are not 
sufficient to encourage tin* people to adopt their methods and advice. 
The produce of the Department obtained after long experience and 
after many experiments is costly; and people naturally do not care to 
adopt their advice, unless the grounds are economical and the results 
indicate cheapness from the commercial jxiint of view. To me it 
appear! that to achieve success in the Department the miniWr of 
experimental farms should W increased giadually and that these farms 
should not W placed in the heudquaiters of the districts hut in mufass&l 
centres where there are more peasants and more cultivable lands. I 
do not agree with the Hon 'hie Minister when he says that the produce 
of a large proportion of the area could he increased by growing 
improved races of paddy already evolved by the Department. Theoreti- 
cally, it is all right, but in practice we find there are great difficulties. 
First of nil the paddy supplied by the Department is not sufficient to 
meet the demand of the country it is very small in quantity and it 
does not keep up to the requirements of the country. Secondly, this 
paddy is supplied fiom the district headquarters. To me it appears 
that unless it is supplied in the villages, to the presidents of panehayaU, 
and to influential men of the villages for sale and distribution, it is 
of no use at all. You cannot exj>ect the villagers to go to bead- 
quarters to buy or to secure those improved races of paddy. I appeal 
then to the Hon*b!e Minister that in future this paddy should be sent 
to the villages to the presidents of |>anchuyats and other influential 
men in the villages for sale and distribution, so that the villagers may 
have an opportunity of getting a good supply of poddy seedt. Then 
they can avail themselves of this advantage. 

3-45 p.ii. 

R«i MARIN DRARATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. when I think of 

Bengal with its 77,000 square miles and a population of million 
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souls* stove than 90 per cent, of whom are agriculturists, I wonder 
how can a Min inter of Agriculture of such a province come forward 
to introduce the Budget for the Agricultural Department, providing 
for R#. 12, 36, (MX) with* anything hut an tiureaerved a]K>logy. For, 
indeed, the Agricultural Budget covers only ahout 1 per cent, of the 
total expenditure qf this province. Yet there in no end of »i>ecial 
pleading to justify the working and existence of the Department no 
end of pompous pretence about, its achievements. Year after year 
Kakya Bombai and Chinsura (ireen/lndrasail and Kataktnra are held 
up before us as instances of its e}>och-making discoveries, and the 
Dou ble the Minister in charge of the Department upturn to think 
that these specimens will War rejietition till the very end of time. If 
there be any department which is more concerned with its establish- 
ment than with its activities, it is the Agricultural Department. It 
has a few researches to its ctedit, but no appreciable results. It under- 
takes demonstration, though only to prove that agricultural farms are 
to lie run at a loss ! It carries on experiments and propaganda, though 
the jwople ure unaware of them. It maintains un agricultural school 
at Dacca which, according to its own admission, ** is producing results, 
in that it is in process of demonstrating that there is no demand for 
education in practical agriculture unless (iovernment employ is in 
view at the end of the course *\ A matter worth demonstrating indeed! 
It Wats holloa AlnuKrat's dav-dreum in its calculation of what would 
W the increased income of the province if all the 2} million acre* 
under jute ami 12 millions acres under highland A us and transplanted 
A man paddy be made no one knows how and when to grow depart- 
mental seeds, yet its provision for the sale of departmental seed* is 
fast dwindling, am! it is anxious to make exjierimeut* with less and 
less funds. 


Now let me quote ceitain facts ami figures 
tent ion. Let us take the outturn of jute to w 
foreign trade the greatest attention has l»een 
culture Department : 

in supfiort of my ron- 
hich in the iuterest* of 
bestowed by the Agri- 

Year. 

Are* rnlttvftteri. 

Outturn, 


Acre*. 

Bah*. 

1919-20 

... 2.458,900 

7,567,832 

1924-25 

... 2,357,600 

7,165,668 


Thus, it will be seen that there ha* been no improvement on the 
wkole in the jute position. Take the rice position. There ha* Wen 
®° improvement so far n* the area under rice is concerned. In 2919-29 
the area cultivated was 20,940,090 acres and in 1924*26, 20,808,700 acres. 
And then take cotton. The total outturn of cotton in 1918-19 was 28,713 
bales, and in 1924-25 21,440 bales, het me then take the area under 
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sugar-cane. It was 218,900 acres in 1918-19 and it is 206,200 acres in 
1924-25. 

My next point is, as I have said before^ that the demonstration 
farms under the Department have not been a success. What is demons- 
tration for, if you cannot show that you (tan work the farm with 
profit? What lessons do you expect to impart tv> the people P The 
latest results of the depui tmental working of some of the farms are 
given below : 


NamtH of fane*. 

Long. 


Rs. 

Suri 

... (1,455 

BerliamjKirp 

... 5,585 

d ensure Kb us Mahal 

m 

Coin ilia 

... 2.37(1 

Mymensingh 

550 

Bari sal 

500 

Dhaiibari 

570 

Jamal pore 

351 

It uugjHue Demount? at ion 

... 1,115 

Bui it hat 

... 4,093 

Bogra 

.. 2,000 

Palma 

1 .522 


I mean to show that alt the farms have been running nt a loss. 1 
will not quote the figure tor the Dacca Faun, because it mav Ik* 
quoted in reply : “ Both the Dacca and Hnjshuhi Farms are experi- 
mental ones, and it is inevitable that they should show some profit f \ 
What an army of Directors, Superintendents, District Officers and 
Demonstrators will avail if the propaganda they have to carry on 
centres round a programme of demonstration which is but a series 
of eostly losses? 

It appears to me. Sir, that our Department of Agriculture is still 
groping in the dark. It has no appreciation — much less seisin — of 
the factors standing in the way of the agricultural development of 
the province. It pins its faith to committees and commissions and 
seeks for light in their report*. But what on earth, Sir, can give 
vision to those who will not use their God-given eyes? Have they 
even cared to follow the recommendations of the various committee* 
which reported in the past on agricultural matters? In 1919 the Indian 
Cotton Committee recommended that the botanical survey of cotton 
tracts of Bengal should be competed . What effect has been given by 



DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 


!«*.] 


511 


the Agricultural llepartment to that recommendation? A resolution 
was moved in this Council in 1925, drawing the attention ol the 
Government to the recommendation. Has the survey been completed 
even now? Is the Government even now sure of its mind regarding 
the line to be followed in the matter of improvement of cotton cultiva- 
tion? In 1906-0tf the Department of Agriculture in Bengal had decided 
that if anything was to l>e done towards the improvement of cotton 
cultivation it would be liest tg work on the indigenous varieties. But 
in the latest rejxnt we see that the jaiHsibility of replacing the local 
cotton in Hill Tippera by American will be encouraged, although the 
investigations regarding the Hill cotton of Bengal have not yet been 
finished. In 1920 the Indian Sugar Committee made certain recom- 
mendations. May we know what effect has been given to the other 
recommendations than the projxwal to increase the noire of the Deputy 
Directors? Has not Bengal to cover much of the loss in respect of 
sugar? Is it not a fact that 25 \ ears ago it was easily tin* second 
among the provinces of India in the matter of sugarcane cultivation? 
You have discovered Yellow Tuna you say. Is it really an improve- 
ment on the West Bengal Samsoiu? lias it led to any appreciable 
improvement in the sugar position of Bengal? 

The Department i*» prohuhh now awaiting in masterly inactivity 
the recommendation* of the Royal Commission. We do not desire to 
anticipate and prejudge them. The }»eople, however, will lx* thank- 
ful if the lecommemla turns of the Commission do not o|»eu up further 
avenues of exploitation. 


But our greatest grievance is in the matter oj agricultural educa- 
tion. This Government has systematically ignored it, even in the 
recent puxt. As tar back as 1901 pr<>)x>*mU were made at an educa- 
tional conference at Simla for affording i nr reused facilities for agri- 
cultural education, and we find in the departmental report that as an 
exjreriment Government sanctioned the ojxmitig of agricultural classes 
iu secondary schools in Bengal. Soon after they- changed their mind 
and attempted to introduce nature study in the curricula of primary 
schools. Even so late as iu 1924-25 no decision was arrived at iu 
regard to high schools. On the contrary, Nawah Sahib's ministry 
issued a resolution which, if I reiuemlier aright, insisted that the 
institution for agricultural education should W water-tight compart- 
ments. Even primary schools were a voider! they say, "as it was con- 
sidered that the removal of illiteracy must absorb the whole energy 
of these schools Iu the same breath they tell us that so far as 
serirultural education i* concerned, the primary school* at Piasbari, 
Amriti and Kumarpur are doing good work. In addition to primary 
education, they say, children are taught the rudiments of modem 
sericulture. They should, therefore, when they grow up remember the 
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improvement ft advocated by the Department and be more amenable to 
propaganda. They say that there is “an immediate possibility of 
adding Its. 10 crores per annum to the net income of the province. 
The realisation of this enormous increa.%? requires* no outlay of capital. 
But the only hindering factor is that the process of educating the 
cultivator is slow/’ Again, the next moment their regret vanishes 
into the thin air, and they say that knowledge of improved agriculture 
is a “ subsidiary asset." 

When such is the case, when it is apparent that the Agricultural 
Department does not know its mind, it is only natural that they will 
dangle only a few thousand rupees before us and advertise that provi- 
sion has been made in the Education Budget for agricultural classes 
in middle and high schools in Bengal. Thus, after wasting about two 
decades which have seen the development of agricultural education 
in other provinces, the Government of Bengal is announcing with 
fanfare its return to the programme of introducing agricultuial courses 
in high and middle schools in Bengal, with a magnificent provision of 
ulxuit ItH. Id, 000 in the Education Budget of the next year. Is it not 
a sorry spectacle, Sir, that while other provinces, even provinces like 
the Punjab, are pushing forwaid with a definite scheme for agricul- 
tural education, our Government is still uncertain in its |X>licy and 
hesitant in its programme. While Bombay, Madras, I'nitcd Provinceft 
and even the Punjab can ls»ast of un ugiicultnrul college, Bengal has 
nothing of its kind. On the contrary, a committee was constituted to 
investigate the system of agi iciilturul education as it prevails in the 
Punjab. The labours of the committee are yet unknown to the public 
and their rejmrt has not yet seen t he light of day. hut one thing is 
certain that Bengul is not leading in such a matter of vital concern 
to the jieople. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (Mr. G. 8. Dutt): Kir, the 
fact that so many s|>eukers have spoken on this motion is a 
welcome sign of the increasing interest which the people 
of our province are taking in the matter of agriculture. 
The chief difficulty, Kir, us is well known and as was clearly 
brought out in the evidence given before the rnemployment Commit- 
tee, is that the educated jteople of Bengal do not take sufficient interest 
in agriculture an an industry. (A voice : Question.) That in the chief 
reason of the decline of this industry. I shall not go into the reasons 
for this state of things, but the unfortunate fact remains that the 
educated people do not take sufficient interest in agriculture, and it is 
recognised as a primary factor that the system of education is at fault. 
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Therefore, it is much more difficult to improve this industry in 
Bengal than in any other province of India. I am replying on be- 
half of the Hon’ble Minister whom my friend, Bubu Nalinimnjan 
Sarker, has describe^ as an amateur Minister. The Hon’ble Minister 
says he has no objection to tfiis term, but apparently it seems to me 
that that side of the House to which Mr. Sarker belongs has the ideal 
before them, of if professional Minister. All I can say. Sir, is that the 
Hon’ble Minister is known to be an agriculturist with a large bum 
of his own which cannot be sjfid 4 ^f very many member* of the educated 
class in this province, and I do not know if any of the speakers who 
have spoken on this motion are so keenly and practically interested 
as he is in the practical side of agriculture. 

However, I now pass on to (he Agricultural Budget, and here 1 
wish to clear the position by saying that a great deal of the criticisms 
levelled against the work of the Agricultural Department is due to a 
non. realisation of the fact that agriculture can only Is* improved by 
those who take it up as an industry, and the function of Government 
in relation to agriculture is analogous to the function of Government 
in relation to other industries. Government cannot conduct an 
industry; it can only help people with adviee, guidance and educa- 
tion, and by means of demonstration and research. Government can 
conduct research, and they are conducting research. But when they 
employ more research officers, the erv is at once raised that they arc 
spending more money on staff than is necessary. Bescarch is a most 
important thing for an industry, and it is so for the agricultural 
industry as well. The complaint has lieeti raised that Government 
farms do not pay. Well, Sir, they are not meant to pay. This com- 
plaint, again, is due to the non-realisation on the part of the public 
of Bengal of the object of these farms, and of the function of Govern- 
ment in relation to the agricultural industry. They ask- What an* 
Government farms for, and why are they lieing multiplied in the 
districts? The answer is — They are there because their chief and 
legitimate object is not that Goxernment should conduct farms on a 
paying basis, which as I have already pointed out is not the primary 
function of Government, but that they should investigate info the 
agricultural possibilities of every district and conduct research. If 
you conduct research, you cannot make it pay. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: But incur loss. 

R«i JADtfMATH MAZUMDAR laMirt I understand that the 
tJove mment farm* are merely experimental and demonstration farm*. 

Mr. C. S. OUTTi Yes, only a portion of these farms, about one* 
fourth, one-fifth or one-sixth, is set apart for demonstration purposes. 
You cannot expect that this on^-fifth or one-sixth will pay for the 
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whole expense of research conducted in a farm. If the hon’ble 
members will only take the trouble to read the report of the Agricul- 
ture Department, much of these uninformed criticism against the Agri- 
cultural Department will vanish. 

Mftlflvi ABUL KA8EMS They are not worth the paper. 

Mr. C. 8. DUTT! Sir. I was pointing out the function of Govern- 
ment in relation to agriculture. Next 6> research is the question of 
demonstration. (A voice : To demonstrate loss!) 

In regard to demonstration, Sir, Government fully realise its 
importance and the only wav they can demonstrate is by employing a 
staff, but when they do that, they are criticised. I am glad to see that 
Mr. T ravers appreciates the importance of increasing the demonstra- 
tion staff. Government have recently come to the decision to increase 
the staff for demonstration by about seven more District Agricultural 
Officers. My friends on the of her side would probably say that 
demonstration is of no use to cultivators and that the staff of District 
Agricultural Officers need not be increased, but I say that the insistent 
cry of the people for the employment of these officers— which Govern- 
ment find it very difficult to meet — is in itself a sufficient answer to 
this criticism. 

Next to demonstration which Government arc frying to meet by 
increase of staff comes the question of agricultural education. I had a 
great deal to say almut this, Sir, but mv time is short. But T mav 
say that schemes for agricultural education in this province have 
failed, because of the disinclination of the bJwtJralok to take to a 
course of agricultural education. Government have sanctioned a 
scheme 

Khan Bahadur Mftlltvi AZIZUL HAQUEs On a point of order, Sir, 
may 1 point out to the Secretary that Mr. Finlow only reports 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order. Please take your 
seat. 

Mr, G. 8, DUTT; Those who complain of the inadequacy of the 
expenditure on agricultural education will be glad to learn that Gov- 
ernment have decided to make an early start with the Dacca Agri- 
cultural Institute which will cost Rs. 14 lakhs in capital and Rs. 2 
hkhs in recurring expenditure. 

Then, Sir, com plaint has been made of the inadequacy of provision 
for irrigation in the Agricultural Budget. I should explain hem that 
allotments for irrigation schemes are made, not in the Agricultural 
Budget but in the Irrigation Budget, and in this year’s Irrigation 
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Budget Government have made provision for initiating the Ganga- 
khali-Soadighi scheme in the district of Midnapore which will cost 
about Hs. 9 lakhs, half of which will l>e met by Government. Then, 
again, it is well known that the co-operative irrigation societies in 
Western Bengal and nofably in the districts of Bankura and Birbhum 
are carrying out a large* number of irrigation projects, and already 
the total area irrigated through the activities of these co-operative 
irrigation societies amounts to no less than 70, (XX) bighax. Govern- 
ment have been helping these societies with expert staff for organisa- 
tion and supervision, as well as with expert engineering advice in 
carrying out their schemes, and in some cases Government have also 
lent capital on specially favourable terms to co-operative irrigation 
societies. Several irrigation schemes have now been taken up nudes 
the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act with capital 
advanced in the first place by Government, and several others are 
expected to mature shortly. It is, therefore, not correct to say that 
Government are apathetic in the matter of irrigation amt are not 
taking sufficient steps to promote irrigation in this province. 

With regard to Mr. Travers’ suggestion about a sugar exj»e!t and 
another officer to develop the cotton industry, 1 may say that Gov- 
ernment are qiufc alive to the need for increasing the demonstration 
and research staff, but in this matter as in many others. Government 
are awaiting the Hepoit of the Royal Agricultural (’ommissinn before 
they decide on further lines of advance. In the meantime, Sir, Gov- 
ernment are not sitting idle. They are going abend with various 
other schemes of de\elopment which 1 have explained to the House. 

I repeal, Sir, that it is not the business of Government to conduct 
agriculture. It is their business to conduct research and to help with 
expert advice, for which there is a great demand among real agri- 
culturists, and to provide proper and suitable methods of agricultural 
education in which we arc now experimenting. J have explained, 
Sir, that the difficulties in the way of imimrting agticultural education 
tn this country ait* due to the peculiar social conditions prevailing iti 
Bengal which makes it difficult for Government to evolve a proper 
system of agricultural education which will appeal to (he educated 
classes. 

Raj HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIl What about water- 
hyacinth f 

Hr* €U •» DUTT: As regards water-hyacinth, Sir, the Hon’ble 
Minister has already said that the subject is a most difficult one, but 
it is receiving the earnest consideration of Government, and it is hoped 
that a policy with regard to action to deal with this pest will be shortly 
enunciated. 
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While on the subject of agricultural improvement, I cannot but 
mention the activities of the Co-operative Milk Union in Calcutta and 
tiarasat which are the outcome of initiative on the part of Government 
(Ironical, jeers of “ Magnificent, magnificenj ” from the Swarajist 
members.) 


I do not know if members have eared to pay a visit to them, bat 
they are really magnificent. There is no such thing like it to the 
east of Suer, and the members of the Royal Commission on Agri- 
culture who ought to know were extremely pleased and gratified with 
this institution. 


I had a great deal more to say, but time will not permit me to do so, 
but in conclusion let me say that the money spent on the Agriculture 
Department is spent to good purpose, and we should be able to spend 
much more with advantage as funds become available and as the 
scheme now under consideration mature. 

The motion of Jlabu Naliniranjau Sarker was then put and a divi- 
sion taken with the following result: 


AYES. 


Altai, Maulvi Byad Muhammad. 
Ahamad, Maulvi Atimuddin. 
Bacahi, Babu Ramaa Chandra, 
■anarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 
Ranarjaa, Bahu Pramatha Math. 
Bata, Babu Saai tafchar. 

Baau, Mr. P. c. 


Bata, Babu Bajay Krishna. 

Ohaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Caapar, Mr. C. 0. 

Oatta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Owtt, Babu Ural Kumar. 

0haaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Biibla, Mr. da§aah Chandra. 

Naaua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi A tint. 
Maaua, Kati Cmdadul. 

I)*!*** Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur 

Hub, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Bkramul. 
tlamaa, Mr. F. I. 

Katam, Maulvi Abut. 


Khan, Babu Otbandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan Uhib Maulvi Muatzam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. 

Laird, Mr. n. a. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, trijut Taraknatb. 

Naskvr , Babu Ham Chandra. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur-. 

Rahman, Maulvi thamaur-. 

Raul, Maulvi Byad Abdur. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Unkar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Unkar. 

•arhar, Babu Naliniranlan. 

Ulta^ Mr. Abdaat Raaafc Ha|aa AbdaaL 
Un, Mr. Utiah Chandra, 
tkinnar, Mr. S. A. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


NOES. 


AMPlU C ha u d h u ri, «ahara|a 
IlMta, at Muktagaaha, 
Addama-Wiltiama, Mr. 0. 


A ti b u ltah , Mau lv i Byad Md. 

Abdul Util. 

*• «ba Mau*h«a Mr. hi 
tha mm*** ttauab 


addin. 


mm 


Cuban, Mr. O. i. 

Mr. K. C. 

Oay, Mr. 0. 0 . 
Obnaid, tha Hun'bta 

Outt, Mr. 0. 0 . 



Bbuanavi, tba 
Abu Ahmad Khan. 

r. N. N. 


•r. A. K. 
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PrtnHe* Mr. W. 0. H. 
ftakman, Maetvi Atinir. 

Ir. A. F. M. AMurs 


H attain* Maalvi Latafat. 
jannaway, Mr. 4 . H. 

KMfh Mr, Riaur RaAmaa. 

Lataaatar, Liawtanant-Calanal 4 . C. H. 
LMtfall, Mr. H. C. . 

Lindsay. Mr. 4 . H. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Harr, Mr. A. 

Haiumdar, Rai gakadur.tladunath. 
MaCluakia, Mr. ft. T. 

Makarty, tka Han'kla Mr. A. N. 

Handy. Makaraj Kumar trit Chandra. 
Oatan, Mr. C. F. 

Ordisk, Mr. 4 . C. 


Ray, Baku Nagandra Narayaa. 

Ray, tha Han'kla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kthaunith Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray Ckaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. S. N. 

taahsa, Mr. F. A. 

tad aqua, Maulvi Mohamad. 

ianyal, Baku taahindra Narayan. 

Sarhar, Rai tahik Rakati Mahan, 
tattar, Khan tahik Maulvi Akdua. 
tluart-Williama, Mr. t. C. 

Waodhaad, Mr. 4 . A. 


The Ayes being 42 and the Noes 49, the motion was lost. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 21,27,000 In* (granted for expenditure 
under the head ‘ r 34.— Agriculture ” was then put and agreed to. 

The time-limit under the head “ 14.— Agriculture ” having been 
reached, the following motions were not put: — 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA, Rai HARENDRANATH 
CHAUDHURI, Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN, Maulvi 8HAMSUR* 
RAHMAN and Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: “ That The demand 
of Rs. 10,07,500 under the head ‘ 1411. Agriculture* be reduced by 
Re. 1 (page 190, Civil Estimate)/’ 


Babu NALINIRANJAN 8ARKER: “That the demand of 
Rs. 5,05,000 under the head ‘ 14C. Co-operative (’redit * lx* reduced 
by Rs. If K) (page 202, Civil Estimate).” 


8rijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 5,05,000 under the head * 14C. — “Agriculture — Co-operative Credit ’ 
be redueed by Re. 1 * page 202, Civil Estimate).” 


Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 21 ,27, (KM) under the head * 04.- Agriculture * be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (page 187, Civil Estimate).** 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE, Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN 
KHAN, Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI, Maulvi 8HAMSUR- 
RAHMAN, Brijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA, Maulvi M0HAMBD 
8ADEQUE, Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY, Babu ROMiB 
CHANDRA BAGCHI and Rai JAOUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: 
“That the demand of Rs. 21,27,000 under the bead * 14. Agricul- 
ture (Reserved and Transferred)* be reduced bv Re. 1 (page 187, Civil 
Estimate) .” 


1 At 4-18 p .si. the Council wan adjourned and it re-axsembled at 
4-10 F.M.] 
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35. — Industries. 

Tto Hoft’bto Hadji Mr, A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to 
move that a huiii of Its. 11,85,000 }** granted for expenditure under 
the head “85. — Industrie** ” (page 204. Civil Estimate). 

I am responsible for the transferred side of this? Budget, of which 
the main heads are “ Direction,” “ Industrial Development ” and 
” Industrial Education.” 

This Department was established only in 1020, and is was handi- 
capped until recently on account <d its being undermanned in its 
superior staff It was only about the middle of 1025-20 that the full 
complement of its staff was appointed; and the Industrial Chemist and 
the Industrial Kngiiicci have just been provided with a properly 
equipped laboi utoiy. 

Besides normal expendit ui e, the Budget provides tor only three 
new schemes. The fiist of these is a provision of Its. 80, (Kit) for 
additional grants-in-aid to technical and industrial schools. Govern- 
ment decided, on tin* recommendation of the Bengal Retrenchment 
Committee, to adopt the policy of stimulating technical and industrial 
education by a system of grants-in-aid, the existing Government 
institutions being retained as models for non-Goveinment institutions. 
As the amount of the annual grant placed at the disposal of the 
Director of Industries is insufficient to meet the normal demands tot 
grants-in-aid to non-Government institutions, we propose to supplement 
the existing grant by a sum of Hs. 80,000 a year in arithmetic pro- 
gression foi the next three yeais. The additional annual grant will 
thus, at the end of the triennial period, rise to Ks. 00, (KM) a year. 

Next comes the provision of Its. 15,000 for additional grant-in-aid 
to the Elliot Technical School, Comilla. This i# in connection with 
the remodelling of the school on the lines approved for Government 
technical schools. This school had its origin mainly in local efforts, 
and hitherto Government were making an annual grant of Rs. 1,908 
to the school. As the district board is at present unable to contribute 
towards its improvement, we propose to make a non-recurring grant of 
Rs. 14,000 for building's and equipment and an additional annual 
grant of Rs. 1,582 towards the recurring cost of the school, provided 
the district board, when its financial condition improves, carries out 
further improvements. The annual recurring grant will cease when a 
fee is realised from the students after the improvements have been 
effected. 

The lust item is a provision of Rs. 10,000 for the establishment of a 
weaving school at Dacca. Dacca was once an important centre of the 
weaving industry in Bengal, blit this industry is now in a decaying 
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condition. The aim of this scheme is to help in the revival of thai 
industry. Provision is l>eing made for imparting at the achool more 
advanced training than that given at other district weaving schools,, 
and the co-operation of the distiiet inianl and the municipality toward* 
the provision of bousing ucrnifttn mint ion for the school has been 
secured. Although provision was made in the current year’s Public 
Works liud^gt for* he construction of the buildings the work of con- 
struction was retarded by the necessity foi the selection of a Miitnbh 
site. It is now projmsed to posh on the building operations and to 
stait the school dunng the ensuing* \eur. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Sit. 1 Iveg to move that the 
demand of Its undei the bead ” #T».V (/>>.— Industnes iTi.uis- 

fened)” he i echo ed hv Re J ( page i/Oti. Cm! Fist Dilate 1 . 

Sii, ilu* ((iicstiun is v bat the Government ought to do as regards 
imlustnes ut ibis pioume The answer will tiaturallv depend ujmn 
abut Is i ottsuho t'd t « » he the dut\ of i ion el nnient toward* the |M*ople 
of tills | > i o \ i Hi e (I it i> the dill \ nf Government tn do its utmost for 
tlie industrial ptos|* nt\ ot the people, as is tecoguisecl tn U* the duty 
of ait responsible t internment s, if the solution of the set toils piohlcm 
of mtemf'bo inert flu- i m.secjtifnl di*afTet lion is a inattet of the 

utmost . mu ern for the administrators n« is the case where the adminis- 
tration is earned on in the inteiestw of the people, there can be no 
two opinions m this House that in that case the Government has been 
guilt\ of criminal inaction with icgaid to the policy followed in resjjeet 
of this Depni fluent Hut ori the othei hand, if it is the dutv of the 
Government to see to the mdustiial pios|»eiitv of oilier* who must 
market then goods here arid if the Government thinks that it need not 
help the ) mm i pie in their industrial development, if it is no com cm of 
the Govjo nun-tit to do its best to diminish unemployment and to pre- 
vent disaffection, and if the t iov rt nnient considers that peace, order 
and good Government cun In* enforced hv the increase in the cost of 
administration- the cost of the Police* and hv the application of the 
Bengal Online me Act. then I he Government need not do anything 
more than what it is doing now for the industrial development. Govern- 
ment in that case need only turn down the suggest ion *— the abomin- 
abh* suggest ioris of tin* Retrem hment Committee, preponderated by 
men. i n com jm* tent and unpractical men, m the opinion of Govei nnient. 
like Sir Rajendra Nath Mukherji and Sir Campbell Rhodes, or do noth- 
ing a* regards the spread of technical, vocational and industrial 
education. 

But though the Govet uineni has not thought fit f<, accept the recom- 
mendations of the Retrenchment Committee as regards the policy to 
be followed in the Industries Department, vet the Government lias 
observed the spirit of retrenchment in providing IN I2JJ00 for the 
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industrial development of Bengal. Everybody in this House will know 
that even private companies spend a hundred times more than that 
amount on research work for industrial development of the particular 
concerns they are managing. That being the position, let us now 
find out whut should he the policy of the Government. Well, we 
find that in spite of the persistent clamour of these people and possibly 
being afraid that if men with scientific training or* industrial educa- 
tion Ik* placed at the head of the Industries Department the steel frame 
may possibly he twisted and possibly may yield to the clamour of this 
side of the House regarding the development of industries — we find 
that instead of having any man with scientific or industrial qualifica- 
tions, there is a member of the Indian Civil Service at the head of that 
Department. And one will not he surprised if in this Department 
instead of any practical scheme being worked into action, only some 
file work is done or schemes or proposals discussed from time to time 
only to he shelved for some difficulties that cannot he solved! by the 
Department. 

It is u well-known fact that general edtfcation has l>een discredited 
andi it is also well known that only 5 out of 100 can earn their liveli- 
hood and the remaining Ob meet with disappointment. 

There can he no doubt that the paramount duty is to provide edu- 
cation — technical, industrial and vocational — pan passu with cultural 
education that is being provided. I would suggest that for some 
time to come let not the Government think about the cultural institu- 
tions. The provime of Bengal has got more cultural schools than 
there are such schools in the rest of the provinces of India put together. 
It will also ap|K»ar that cultural colleges in Bengal are more than those 
in the other three provinces put together. This policy has led only to 
earn the stigma for the Bengalis as a race of clerks. You cannot ex- 
pect anything otherwise, unless you provide letter facilities for indus- 
trial, technical ami vocational education. I think it is high time, if 
the Government vlants really to justify its existence and specially if 
the Minister wants to justify the position he holds, that a Board for 
the promotion of industrial education consisting of competent men, 
who can advise as to what should he done immediately, la* formed and 
then some action la* iniincdiatelv taken. Would it he too much to 
expert that at least in every district headquui ters there should be a 
technical school and in every subdivision there should la* artisan 
clashes and artisan schools. 

Well, I have heard sometimes from the members of the treasury 
bench, that there is a general apathy amongst the people towards tech- 
nfcil education. What wonder is there in this if there are no facilities, 
if the few technical schools that there are. an* insufficiently equipped, 
and if the teachers and others who are provided in these schools do 
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not belong to any higher service than the Subordinate Educational 
Service. If no facilities exist regarding examination and granting of 
diplomas which will carry weight with the employer, is it a mutter of 
wonder that there is same apathy}' It is nisi) sometimes said that they 
are apathetic to manual labour. That also will not stand scrutiny. 
We now find the sons of hhadraloks hawking about many things, curry- 
ing the load on their shoulders. So, that explanation also will not hold 
good. The fact — the outstanding fact — remains that Govern merit has 
not got any definite policy ; the Government has not any scheme which 
is sufficiently attractive and beneficial. Government must change that 
policy if it really wants to do anything for the development of the 
Industries Department. As regards the question of cost, 1 do not 
think there is any plea available to the treasury benches on that ground. 
There are unspent balances we know. There is only one instance that 
I will give. There is a technical s< hoo! at Mytneusingh arid out of 
the products mntiufai tured there, there is an imomeof about Its. 14,000 
annually. 

4-45 I’ M. 

No technical school < an possible cost tunic than Its. 20.000 to 
Rs. 25,000 annually, and if in these technical schools you can get out of 
the products of the school an income of about IU 1 1.000 managed by 
the distric t boards. why could not that be done* in other district schools? 
1 can see that the time is ven shoit, and I get an indication from the 
Ohair that I should < u t short tnv sfwerh to allow others to s|s*ak. I 
will sit down with an np|**nl to the Minister in < barge and to the Gov- 
ernment lienches to do immediately all that the\ i an, leaving aside the 
routine woik, to get through some m heme and have a discussion on it 
across the table and put it into wmk, instead of doing idle file work in 
a corner of the Net retariat and saving that this arid that is being done, 
while nothing practical is done. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir. I support this, because I 

got a very valuable statement to make. 1 suggest that one industrial 
school Is* established m every sulxlivision, but I am afraid that my sug- 
gestion will iru*et with the same fate as the suggestions of my other 
friends, bemuse I heard just now as 1 heard from the Hon’lde Mr. 
Phaknivurti the other day that they are not responsible for this Rudget. 
Certainly they are not, and I think they will never be. Sir, it is really 
a fight between us and the European memlieis of the treasury benrhen, 
but 1 know the fate of our motions. This reminds me of a story, and 
I hope you will permit me to narrate it. 

A father and a son had to go to a distant place bv a boat. Thev had 
tber bout at the ghat. Jloth father and son got on board the bout, but 
it was fastened to a fade. The father held the oar and the sou was at 
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the helm. Throughout the night they rowed and in the morning the 
father who was a smoker wanted to smoke. The father went out of the 
boat saw a house similar to his own and asked the woman of the house 
to give him some fire, addressing her^as mother. She was astonished 
and said: “ You went away to some distant place by the boat, and how 
is it that you are here addressing me as mother?” The man was 
astonished to see t fiat they were rowing all night and yet they moved 
not a step. He went to the boat and saw that it was fastened to a 
pole. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : On the last da\ ot the session, one may feel 
sleepy and relish your stoic. (Laughter.) Rut, “Mr. Riswas, I do 
not think I should allow you to waste more time. Our time is ceitain- 
ly valuable. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: All light. Sir 

The same is just the case with us. We hate ciitieised the Budget 
year after year, but the Budget has not unproved a bit. When I fame 
to this House, I was glad that l would be able to criticise a Budget of 
Its. Id e lores, as pieviouslv being a membei of a distiiet board I was 
concerned with a budget of a few lakhs. Sn, I thought I would get 
something out of it. Sii Brovash (’hundei Mittei found fault with us 
for not co-o|>eiating with Government. 1 want to appeal to the mem- 
bers of the House that we want to co-opeiatc it we are given the full 
scope for co-operation. We have made oui suggest ions and let them 
art up to it. 

Sir. we want productne education We ale quite tiled of Lniver- 
sity education. Wo have had much ot it. The Lniversit is turning 
out thousands of graduates, but what peicontage of that nutnbei has 
been able to earn then lmdihood not more than 10 per cent. 1 think — 
and 00 per cent, aie staivmg and dung. I learn horn one English 
MAN. fiiend that in England 25 pet cent, of the boys go to the colleges 
and the other 75 pel cent, go tor pincticul naming, and the Govern- 
ment there gi\es these students wide scope tor practical training, hut 
in this" hopeless countn of oui> there is no such scojm*. If w~e had 
power in our hands — but l am sorry to say we have none — the first 
thing in this directum would l>e to demolish certain of the Arts 
colleges, excluding a \ery few for boys with silver sjHKurs in their 
mouths, and to have them replaced by industrial institutions. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURl: Sir, I want to put two 

direct questions. In the first place we know that the Government has 
got in its possession two very important reports — one the report of the 
survey of small cottage* industries which was carried out in 1921-23 and 
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the ether report, rtr., the report of the Committee which wtui appointed 
by Government to enquire into the problem of employment of educated 
Bengalis and Anglo-Indians. What action has been taken or the Gov- 
ernment contemplate taking with.regard to these reports* 

In paragraph 75 of the Bengal Administration Report of lftiM-X’5 we 
notice these remafks: The progress in the establishment ot small 

industries has ln*en lmm|»ered for the uhsence ot un\ legislation for 
State aids to industries.** A Ihll Joi State aids to industries is now 
under the consideration ot t vote! nnient. When will that Bill be placed 
before this Council* 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA : So mv tnend Uai Haien- 
diauatii Chaiidhun has nientioned thiee impoitant points, and I wish 
to mention one more. With tegurd to the last point I nun point out 
that most ot the other piovimes have since the intiodm ttoii of the 
Kefoims intiodined legislation foi gianting State aid to industnal 
schools. Will Bengal leiuain hatkuatd in this icspeet * 

My .second jxmit is that some of the pirn lines are thinking of 
stalling high glade industnal and teclmieal colleges. Is it not dcsir- 
alde that industiial colleges gi\ mg indiistiial education up to the high' 
est stundaid should he opened m this provime* 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVIs 

Sn, Mi Gupta m moving his motion has ohseived that the giant for 
tin* development ot industnes is quite insulin lent 1 hn intinmn 
would he justified it the sum of 1U. l‘J.O()ll which is shown undei this 
head was the entile giant available foi the purpose. That is, how- 
evei, not the case. It is meleh a lump allotment tot meeting the cost 
of new and tmfotesecn schemes ni (onneition with the development of 
cottage mdustiies. As a matter of fact inclusive of this item, there 
is e total piovision of Its. 77.IMM) undei the main head 44 Industrial 
Development And this piovision is exclusive of the pay and allow- 
ances of the industnal Chemist and the Industnal Engined whuh have 
linen provided under “ liner turn ”, wheie also apjM*si?s the annual 
giant made 1 1 » the Bengal Home Industries Association which m en- 
gaged in the task of matketing the piodutts of cottage industiie* in 
tile province. Moieover, demonstrations in weaving, which form an 
essential pait of tin* activities of the Depuitruent towards the develop- 
ment of the weaving industry, are carried on h\ the Supci intendenf of 
Textile Demotistiat joii» assisted by three demonstration parties, whose 
headquarters are at Nerampore, and 'pfnrfkioit fftr whom appear** under 
the head 44 Technical and Industrial Schools f \ In fact, the object of 
the entire grant for 44 Technical and Industrial Education ” is to fur- 
ther the industrial development of ^re province. 
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It has further been suggested that there is no well-thought-out 
scheme ot industrial employment. I hope the Council will remember 
that at the instance of its predecessor a committee was appointed to 
enquire into the question of unemployment amongst bhadralohs and 
Anglo-Indians, which recommended 'among ot\ier things the establish- 
ment of an employment bureau for securing employment to unemployed 
youths. Government are now awaiting the advice of the Director of 
Industries and of his Advisory Board as to the proper lines on which 
action in this matter is possible. • 

Then I think a reference has also been made to the striking insuffi- 
ciency of the facilities for technical education as compared with those 
for cultural education. This is, however, due not to any inaction on 
the part of Government. As I have already said, the policy of Gov- 
ernment is to stimulate the establishment of such schools by grants- 
in-aid where local efforts are forthcoming. As regards weaving educa- 
tion, 14 new peripatetic weaving institutions have been sanctioned dur- 
ing the current year, and it is intended to start at least one such school 
in every district as soon as there is co-operation of load bodies in the 
matter. A scheme has been sanctioned for the further improvement, at 
a total cost of Us. 2 ,*'15 ,000, of the Seram {am* Weaving Institute, 
which has iw»en already playing an important part in the development 
of the hundloom weaving industry in the province. It is proposed to 
find suitable accommodation for the school and to install power-looms 
in it. A sum of Us. dtl.OOO has been provided under the head “ 41. — 
Civil Works ” in the Budget as a first step towards the construction 
of a school building and workshop. The Calcutta Technical School is 
now an ncmmplished fact. 

There me now nnn-Gnvenitnent technical schools in several centres 
of the province, and steps are being taken to improve their condition. 
The attendance at these schools is. however, limited, and this has been 
ascribed to the fact that parents are rathe! leluctant to send their boys 
to these schools on payment of tuition fees which they readily do in 
cultural institutions; on the other hand, they expect a return in the 
shape of workshop allowance of their boys. Cntil the people suffi- 
ciently tealise the inquirtunce of technical education, there is hardly 
any prosjiect of finding any appreciable increase in the number of 
pupils attending these institution*. Progress will, in these circum- 
stances. Ik* natuialh slow, but in the meantime the Department of 
Industries is doing all that it can to popularise these schools 

6 r.M. 


Hr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! As the time-limit has been reached, 
I will put the motion forthwith. 
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The motion of Mr. Jogeeh Chandra Gupta was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, ordei ! Cnder sub-section ( 3 ) of sec- 
tion 9() of the Bengal legislative Council Rules and Standing Orders, 
I will forthwith put all original demands only which are still out- 
standing, without any discussion. The other motions relating to these 
demands will automatically fail. 

The motion thut a sum of JIIk. 1 1 .85,1)00 1** granted for expenditure 
under the head ” 85. — Industries ” (juige 204, Civil Estimate) was 
then put and agreed bo. 

The following motions failed : — 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 11, 85, (KK) under the head * 85. — Industries ’ he reduced by 
Rs. 100 (page 204, Civil Estimate).” 

Rat HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI, Rai JADUNATH 
MAZUMDAR Bahadur, Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA, Babu 
MANMATHA NATH ROY, Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI, 
Maufvi 8HAM8UR-RAHMAN and Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 

” That the demand of Rs. 1 1 .HT>,CMK) under the head ‘ 85. — Industries 1 
be reduced by Re. 1 (page 204, Civil Estimate).” 


37. — MisoeUaneout Departments. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 2, 87, (KM) be granted for expenditure 
under the head “87. — Miscellaneous Depait incuts (page 211, Civil 
Estimate! was then put and agieed to. 


41. — Civil Works, and 8©.— Civil Work*— not ohargad to Revenue. 

The motion that a sum of lls. 1.05. 2b. (MM) W granted lot exjiemli- 
ture under the heads “ 41. — Civil Works ”, and ” CM). — Civil Works — 
Not charged to Revenue” ( page* 21b and 218, Civil Estimate) was 
then put and agreed to. 

The following motions failed 

Srifut BIJAY KUMAR GHATTERJEEl “ That the demand of 
Rs. 50,000 under the head ‘41. Civil Works (Reserved)' for work* 
in connection with Government Houses' he refused (page 96, Civil 
Estimate).” 
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•rij ut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: “That the demand for 
Rs. 1.88.800 under the head ‘41 — Civil Works ’ in respect of original 
works for General Administration (not commenced) be refused (page 
11, 1*. W. D. 41 — Civil Works Estimate).” 

Sri Jut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: “ That „ the demand for 
Rs. 1,91,500 only under the head ‘41 — Civil Works’ in respect of 
original works for the Administration t of Justice (not commenced) he 
refused (page 15, P. W. 1). 41 — Civil Work'' Estimate!." 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI and Mr. P. C. BAS 

4i That the demand of Rs. 50,0011 under the head ‘41 — Civil Works — 
Construction of buildings foi a new police line at Ropin' le lefused. 
(page 99, Budget).’’ 

Mr. P. C. BA8U and Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 

Thut the demund of Rs. 1,50,000 under the head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — 
Construction of quarter* for married officers in the Lai Bazar Police 
compound’ he ret used (page 99, Budget).” 

Snjut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: That the demand of 

Rs. 1,50,000 under the head ‘ 41. — Civil works — Construction of quarters 
for married officers in the Lalbazui Police compound ’ he reduced by 
IN. 50,000 (page 99, Budget).’’ 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI and Mr. P. C. BA8U: 

That the demand of IN. 1,00,000 under the head * 41. — Civil Works — 

( oust ruction of quarteis tor married seigeants at Kapulitollah ’ he 
refused (page 99, Budget*.” 

8rijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: “That the demand for 
its. 5,74,000 under the head ‘ 41. — Civil Work"’ in respect of original 
works for Police (not commenced) he letu-ed (page 19, P.W.D. 41. — Civil 
Works Estimate*.” 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 

Rs, 2,tHUM»0 under the head ‘ 41. — Ci\rl Works — Construction of buil- 
dings for Burraluizni Police-station at Mallick Street ’ Ik* refused (page 
99, Budget).” 

Srijut BIJAY kUMAR CHATTERJEE: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 1.82,000 under the head * 41. — Civil Works — Reconstruction of the 
reserve lines ut Barisal ‘ be reduce*} by Rs. 50,000 (page 99, Budget).' 1 
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trijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: “ That the demand for 

Rs. 2,lft,6u0 in respec t of original work under the head ’ 41 * — l^i vil 
Works (not commenced * ’ in respect of oripnul work for medical Ik* 
reduced hy Rs. 1,89,00Q (pap* 27 1% l*. W.D. 41. — Civil Works Estimate).” 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: ” That the demand of 
Its. 85, (MM) under*the head * 41. —Civil Works— Construction of a 24- 
feet wide tai macadam road with 8-feet footpath on either side with 
feeder, etc ., and also fm a 24-7 eeu wide load between Calcutta Cluh 
and Leadsmen Appieiitires’ «|uarteis* lu* refused (pap* 108, Rudp*t).” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : That the demand ot 
Its. 2, (>2.000 under the head '41 Civil Woiks Improvement of 

* Mainapiri-Dhupgui i Road im lading construction of lowet Jhaldhakn 

Rtidp* and suhdivisjonal buildtnp ' he refused (pap* 104. Rudp*t>.” 

Maulvi MOHAMED 8ADEQUE; “ That the demand of 
Its. 98,87, (KM) undei the head * 41. Civil Works “ he refused (pap* 210, 
Civil Estimate).” 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: That tin demand o{ 

Its. 98,87,000 under the head 4 41. --Civil Woiks (Resened and Trans- 
ferred)’ he i educed h\ Its. 25.00,000 (pap* 210. Civil Estimate)/' 

8rijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: “That the demand oi 
Rs. 98, 87, (MM) undei the head ‘ 11. -Ci\d Works’ he reduced hy 

Rs. 8, 87, (MM) (pap* 210. Civil Estimate) 

Babu NALINIRANJAN 8ARKER : “That the demand cd 
Rs. 98,87,(MMI undei the* head '41 0ml Works ‘ he reduced hy 

Rs. 1 (HI (pap* 210. Civil Estimate).” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: That the demand cd 

Rs. 2.(M),(MM) under tin* head 4 0*).- (’nil Works not c liaised to Revenue 
— Construction of \eu (\mm il Chamlcer for the* Rental Lepslnt ive 
Council at Calcutta ’ he reduced h\ Re. 1 (pap* 105, Budget).” 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA and Babu AMARENDRA NATH 
CHOSE: “That the demand <d Its 0,89, (MM) under the head ‘ 00.— 
Civil Works * la* reduced hy Its. 100 (pap* 21S, Civil Estimate).” 

43. — Famine Relief and Insurance. 

The motion that a sum of IN. 50,000 tie panted tor expenditure 
under the head ” 48. — Famine Relief and Irieurnmne " (pap* 219, Civil 
Estimate) was then put and agreed ty. 
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45.— 8uperann ration and SOB. — Payment eff eemmuted value of 
Pensions. 

Ihe motion that a sum of Rs. 59,97,000 l>e granted for expenditure 
under the heads “ 45. — Superannuation ” and “ 60B. — Payment of 
commuted value of Pensions ” (page 221, Civil Estimate) was then 
put and agreed to. 

The following motions failed : — 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 
Its. 52,95,000 under the head ‘45. — Superannuation, Allowances and 
Pensions’ be reduced by Re. 1 (page 221, Civil Estimate).” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of 
Rh. 7,02,000 under the head 4 GOB. — Commuted value of pensions — 
Not charged to Revenue’ be reduced by Re. 1 (page 221, Civil 
Estimate).” 


48. — Stationary and Printing. 

The motion that a sum of Its. 21,07,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 40. — Stationery and Printing ’’ ( page 222, Civil 

Estimate) was then put and agreed to. 

The following motions tailed : — 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: “That the demand of 

Hs. 11,44,700 under the head 4 46A. — Stationery and Printing — 
Government Presses’ be reduced by Re. I (page 222, Civil Estimate).” 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: That the demand of 
Rs. 21,07,000 under the head 4 46. — Stationery and Printing (Reserved 
and Transferred)' be reduced by Rs. 5,00,000 (page 222, Civil 
Estimate).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN, Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI 
and Maulvi 8HAM8UR-RAHMAN : “ That the demand of Rs. 21,07,000 
under the head 4 46. — Stationery and Printing' be reduced by Re. 1 
(page 222, Civil Estimate).” 

47.— Miscellaneous. 

The motion that a sum of Rs, 4,42,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head '* 47. — Miscellaneous " (page 2*10, Civil Estimate) waa 
then put and agreed to. 
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Tbe following motions failed:— 

•HJttt TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: ‘That the demand of 
Ra. 6,000 under the head ‘47. — Miscellaneous — Durlmr Presents' be 
refused (page 2*10, Civil Estimate).” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 
Rs. 2,59,500 under the head ‘47. — Miscellaneous — Miscellaneous and 
unft^ieseen charge* lie letluced* bv Its. l.tHI.000 ([‘age 2*10. Civil 
Estimate)." 

Exptnditurt in England, 

. The motion that a sum of Ks. 5,7d.(HHI In* granted for expenditure 
under the head “ Expenditure in England ” (page SS, Budget ) was 
then put and a division taken with the following revsults: — 

AYES. 


Addama-Wtlliams, Mr. C. 

A ha mad, Maulvi Katiruddm. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Imaduddm. 
Atiqullah, Maulvi tyad Md. 

Banarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Biswas, Maulvi Abdul Laid. 

Chakra varti, lha Han'bls Mr. Byomks*. 
ChauBhuri, Rai Harsndranath. 

Chaudhun, tha Monbis Naarab Bahadur 
taiyid Maarab All, Khan Bahadur, af 
Ohanbari. 

Caapar, Mr. C. 0. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

Oanaki, lha Han’bls Mr. a. 

Oult, Mr. 0. t. 

Partqui, Khan Bahadur K. O. M. 
Farraatar, Mr. d. Campbell. 

Qhutnavi, tha Han’bls Hadji Mr. A. K. 

Abu Ahmad Khan. 

Dtlabrisl, Mr. n. N. 

Oaanka, Rai Bahadur Badridas. 
Habibuliah, Mawab Khwaja. 

Husaain, Maulvi Latafat. 
damas, Mr. F. E. 
dannaway, Mr. d. H. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

t ar a a a tar, Liawtanant-Daiansl J. C. H. 
UddalL Mr. H. C. 

Lindsay, Mr. d. H. 


Maauirs, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Maxumdar, Rat Bahadur dadunath. 
MaCIUtlos, Mr. C. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C 

Millar, Sir Fravash Chundar. 

Maharly, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Morgan, Mr. 0. 

Handy, Maharaj Kumar Iris Chandra. 
Oattn, Mr. C. F. 

Ordith, Mr. d. E. 

Fhilip, Mr. d. V. 

Prtnltaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. 

Raikal, Mr. Fraaanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Magandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Han'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kshaunish Chandra, af Hadia. 

Ray Chawdhun, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. t. H. 

Saahsa, Mr. F. A. 

Sad aqua, Maulvi Mohamad. 

•arkar, Rai Sahib Rabat i Mahan. 

Sailor, Khan Sahib Maulvi Abdut. 

San, Mr. Satiah Chandra. 

Stuari Williama, Mr. S. C. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. t. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travars, Mr. W. L. 

Waadhaad, Mr. d. A. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


NOES. 


Aaharjya Chaudhwri, Maharaja Shaahi 
dl Muktagaoha, M y ms ns ingh. 
•••■hi, tabu R mm Cbandra. 

Ban arjaa, P r am at ba Math. 

•aaa, Babu tasi Sakha r. 


Biswas, Babu Sursndra Hath. 

Datu, Babu Ahbil Chandra. 

Dull, Babu laraJ Kumar. 

Obaab Maulifc, Babu tatyaudra Chandra. 
Gupta, Mr. dagaab Chandra. 
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Roy, Bobu Mon mot ho Noth. 

Roy, Or. Btehon Chondro. 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiron tonkor. 

Sonyol, Bobu Soohimlro Noroyon. 

Sartor, Bobu Nolinironjon. 

The Ayes being 58 und the Noes 25, the ruction was carried. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, on a point of personal 
explanation. By mistake I went into the “ Ayes " lobby. I wanted 
to go to the “ Noes " lobby and vote against the motion. ** 

Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: 1 think that for the first 
time my hiend has erri'd on the light side. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : I do not think that the Division List can be 
altered, bill 1 will have your statement recorded. 

The following motion failed: — 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 

11h. 5,75,000 tinder the head 4 Expenditure in England- Estimate of 
leave and other allowanees pa\able in England ’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(page 88, Budget).” 


NUB, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul. 
Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Maitra, trijut Jagandra Nath. 

Naahar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Ray, Or. Kumud tanhar. 


Loans and Advances. 

The motion that a sum of Ks. 10,81 .000 be granted tor expenditure 
under the head “ Loans and Advances" (page SO, Budget) was then 
put and agreed to. 

SUPPLEMENTARY OR ADDITIONAL ESTIMATES OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL FOR 1926-27. 

Demands for grants. 

20. — Interest on Other Obligations. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: On the recommendation of 11 i» 
Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of IN. 4,tHMl be 
granted under the head 44 20. — Interest on Other Obligations ” for 
payment of interest on the deposit of Its. 50,000 made by the Jain 
communit\ . 

A memorandum has already l>een circulated to members explaining: 
the neeAtoity for this demand. I have nothing further to add to it. 

The motion \Vas put and agreed to. 
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43 — FamiiM Ralitf and liwiranot. 

The Hon’bto Mr. J. DONALD: (hi the ret-ommendntiou of Hi* 
Excellency the Governor. ! hep to mo\e that a sum of Its. 1 ft ,000 be 
granted under the head “ 4d. — Famine Itelief and Insurance ", to 
meet relief charges in connection with the floods in the Midnajmre 
distiict. * 

The motion was put and agteed to. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 have an annoum ement to make. His Excel- 
lent y the ttiaernor will addic-t*. the Count il at lO-.'lU v.m., to-morrow. 
Tin Council will, therefoie. meet at 10-J0 * m. 

Adjournment. 

Die Count d was then adjourned till Itl-'JM i.m., on Saturday, the 
vtifli Match 10*J7, at the Town Hall. Calrufta, 
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Prootedings of the Bongtl Legislative Council assembled under the 

provisions of the Government of India Act 

> 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Saturday, the 26th March, 1927, at 10-20 a.m. 


Present: * 

The'Hon’ble the President (Raja Maxmatha Nath Ray' Chau- 
dhuki, of Santosh) in the (’hair, the four Hon’ble Members of the 
Executive Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers and 74 nominated and 
elected members. 

At 10210 a.m. the Registrar to the Council announced to the Hon’ble 
the President that His Excellency the Governor was without. 

The Hon’ble the President then left his seat on the dais and met 
His Excellency at the head of the staircase. His Excellency then 
entered the Council ChumlKT with the Hon’ble the* President, and, 
at the request of the Hon’ble the President, took his seat in the Presi- 
dential (’hair, the Hon’ble the President being seated on His Excel- 
lency’s right. 


His Exoellency the Governor’s Address. 

HI8 EXCELLENCY the GOVERNOR of BENGAL (the Eerl of 
Lytton): Gknti.kmkn, — I have come here to-day to bid you farewell 
ami through you, its representatives, to hid farewell to the province of 
Hengal with which I have been intimately associated for the last five 
years. At such a moment I wish to divest myself of the official limita- 
tions attaching to inv office and to address you for the last time not 
as a Governor hut as a friend. It bus been my privilege to be 
associated with some part at least of each of the fir<t three Councils 
elected under the revised Constitution of 1919. On former occasions 
1 have addressed these Councils on specific matters connected with 
* legislation or with the policy of the Government of the day. To-da\ 
I shall make no reference to particular questions except to thank 
you for having passed the budget and for the provision which you have 
made therein for the various departments of Government during the 
coming year. Nor shall I attempt a general survey of the last five 
years. Those years have now passed into bistory and must await the 
verdict of posterity. I stand in the presence of the representatives of 
all the political parties in this province. I want, if possible, to say 
nothing which can be controverted by any one of them. The period 
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ill which we have been brought together and worked either in agree- 
ment with or in opposition to ouch other hue been * transition*! 
period in which sonic here tried to prow the value mid other* the 
futility of the present constitution. I re<*ogni*e that both have been 
sincere. It will be itiy endeavour, when I return to England, to be 
equally sinceie and to interpiet a * fairly ns 1 can to my own country* 
men both the merit* and the defect* of the system of Government 
which after full enquiry in tin* country they hoped would In* found 
suited to exiting < onditio»s. # I tm*t \«»u will ague that I have 
lightly interpreted the fact* of the situation, if I tell them that, while 
all parties in India desire the main principle* of the British ('(institu- 
tion to Ik* applied in this country a* nearly a* possible, no constitution 
is likely to lie acceptable, which proceed* on the assumption that the 
, political conditions in India aic *iniilui t . » thonc which exi*t in Great 
Britain, and equally no constitution is likely to work well, which ia 
huaed more upon an abstract political theory than on a study of the 
actual jMilitical condition* of the country. The existence of an 
Executive which cannot lx- mno\ed by the legislature and of a legis- 
lature which cannot l»* tenmved by the Executive is not calculated to 
produce harmony* between the two and without hummus lietwcen the 
legislature and the Executive efficient Government i* impossible. To 
ensure harmony an elected legislature require* an Executive respon- 
sible to it and removable by it, and an irremovable Executive requires 
a nominated legislatuie. A *\*tem which secures the supremacy of 
the Executive not bv the support of the legislature, but hv the exercise 
of an over-riding authority i* not. I think, plowing the !***< prcpnrn- 
tion for full lesponsible Government. It will lx* agreed, T think, by 
nil that we have had x difficult machine to woik und the machine ha* 
lieen more difficult to work in Bengal than elsewhere la*enuse of the 
inequitable financial basin on which the new Government won estab- 
lished in fhis province. The Menton Settlement has lieen a mill- 
stone round the necks ot successive Gotet nnient». tendmed all the 
heavier by the period of tiade depression which followed the inaugura- 
tion of the Reforms. The remission of all provincial contributions 
which we are promised in the near future will not help but only ac- 
centuate the handicap which hits fx-en placed upon Bengal, for the 
inequity consisted not in the amount of our contribution to the Gov- 
ernment of India, but in the inadequacy of the sources of revenue 
biade available fo the province. Th<»*e who criticise the failure of 
the Reform* in Bengal must not, therefore, ascribe it to any special 
perversity in the Bengali race, but should reeogniae that apait from 
the defecta of the Constitution itself which Bengal has shared in 
common with other parts of India, this province ha* been placed 
under * handicap peculiar to iteelf. 

The Reserved Departments of Government have naftened because 
they are feaerved and therefore attractive targets for criticism and 

35 
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the Transferred Departments have suffered because there wan no- 
money for their development. There liaa been little attraction to 
political parties to undertake responsibility for administering depart- 
ments that could not be adequately developed and party unity has 
been impaired by the rivalry of individual ambitions. Such condi- 
tions have facilitated political blackmail and led to charges of corrup- 
tion — evils which must l>e attributed not to the country but to the 
system. In (treat Britain during the evolution of the Constitution in 
the 17th and 18th centuries when powerful families contended for 
power similar evils were prevalent to a far greater extent. The 
remedy was ton ml in the extension ot the franchise and in the growth 
of organized political parties. The same remedy will no doubt be 
found in India, but an extension of education is an indispensable 
preliminary to the first and adequate resources for the development, of 
local needs are necessary for the second. 

I am perhaps emhaikiug on rathei a wide Held in making these 
remarks, but I am anxious that the attention of the public, both in 
India and in (Leaf Biitain, should lx* directed to what appear" to me 
to bo some of the fundamental and little recognised causes of the 
failure to turn to the IxM account the present stage in the political 
development of India. 

During the life-time of this Count il a new Parliamentary Com- 
mission will airi\*» in India to study the expeiience of the last eight 
or nine years and to heat opinions Imm all sections of t ho population 
regarding the alteration", if any, which aie desirable in the Constitu- 
tion of BMP, During that enquii\ yon will have an opportunity of 
explaining the past and of recommending changes in the future. May 
1 suggest to you, in the capacity which I have asked you to allow me 
to assume to-day, that the larger the measure of agreement you can 
secure the greater will lx i the value of the evidence you can give on 
both these points? It is for this reason that T have ventured to express 
an opinion on some ot the laigei issues in\ol\cd in the flaming of a 
Constitution in ordei that in the time that remains you may be con- 
sidering these issues and ‘Tvstallizing opinion upon them. 

I have spoken of one aspect of the problem which has been 
particularly marked in this province. ‘May T mention another diffi- 
culty which is also es[>ecially acute in this province and for the study 
of which Bengal offers very full material? I refer to the difficulty 
of reconciling the rival interests of Muhammadans and Hindus. These 
two communities are divided in nearly equal numbers in the province 
and the political rivalry between them — in itself a perfectly natural 
and healthy symptom —has led during the past year to very deplorable 
local riots. To say that such rivalry is an insuperable obstacle to 
any constitutional advance would be absurd, but to ignore altogether 
eueh a fundamental fact would be equally foolish. I welcome the 
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fellowship movement which has been started in the last few day* 
with the object of effecting a greater tolerance on the part of each 
community towards the religious susceptibilities of the other, but 
that movement will fail in its object if it refuses to recognise that the 
animosity which has iWently become so marked is political even more 
than religious in its origin. So long ms either community aims at 
utilising the machinery of the constitution for the purpose of domi- 
nating the other, the antagonism will not merely persist but increase. 
The only road to peace which offers any hope of success is the one 
which the late Mr. C. It. Das tried to follow and which l have equally 
tried to follow in the formation of Ministries, namely, the organisa- 
tion of parties on political rather than communal lines. How (tent to 
frame a democratic constitution, which will facilitate this object, and, 
whilst safeguarding the due icpresentation ol all communities, especially 
those which are in a minority, to make all the representatives answer- 
able to a mixed rather than to a (oitimunal electorate, is, therefore, 
another issio* which I commend to \our sjiecia! consideration. If the 
leading men of all parties and all communities in Bengal will con- 
centrate their attention upon this problem with which they aic so 
special! \ qualified to deal instead of waiting for outside suggestions 
which each »an rntinxe tioin then respect i\«» points of view, I feel 
-me that a solution will Is- found even liehue the l*ai liuiueiital t (’otti- 
luission imives and hi that case Bengal will justify the claim it it 
pioiid to make of leading t h#* political thought of India. The sug* 
gestion that the British Parliament must decide the time and form 
of each successive "fage m the development of the Indian Constitution 
i- often resented in this count! v and in one sens#* veiy naturally 
lesciited. lint, gentlemen, there is no need to wait for Parliament 

if you can vom selves find a solution of the admitted difficulties which 
U*#et the path of constitutional development. The ratification by 

Parliament of agreements reached in this country would be an east 
matter and tntohe no humiliation. It is oi»l\ attempts to force 
prematurelv a one-sided solution l»v violence and intimidation that 
bung stiife and humiliation. 

In conclusion, 1 desire to assure you that nothing which has 
happened during my term of office in this province ha« at all shaken 
my faith in the necessity for developing the Indian constitution a* 
rapidly as possible on lines which will provide for national self- 
expression. I may have found the difficulties to la* greater than I knew 
before I came here, but difficulties me made to la* overcome. Tt is 
the test of statesmanship to recognise them and with unwearing 

patience and un^hniniwhed faith to overcome them. I have made 

many friends in the last five years. Their friemUhip I value highly 
ant) shall strive to retain. For this country I shall ever retain a 
genuine affection and I count it a high honour to have been allowed 
for a short time and however imptjrfeetlyio serve it. 
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Gentlemen, 1 bid you farewell and I wish you one and all success in 
your efforts to advance the interests of your country and ita people. 

His Excellency the Governor then left the Council, preceded by 
the Hon’ble the President. 

c 

(On the return of the Hon’ble the President.) 


Prorogation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor to announce that the Council stands prorogued. 


B* G. * ft A. G» 
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Aided high English sc ho ol s 

Any rules for, 279 



vol. XXV. 1 INDEX • vii 


Ofttritt InmUin « wrnii 

Devolution of power* upon the appoint- 
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im of the two Munster*, 109. 

24.— High Court Original Side— Re- 
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geanu. 273. « 


Dfatafttnt i Ofrr/udfd. 

% 

Demand* for grants — totchJtJ 
28 A, — Presidency Police, 2S5. 

26 B.— Police— Superintendence, 303, 

26 K —Special Police, 331. 

26 G —Criminal Investigation Depart- 
merit— Secret Service money, 343. 

31 Education (Transferred), 439 
33 -Public Health — Grant* for Public 
Health purpose*, 484, 

31 li Agriculture, 516 

Expenditure in England, 529 

Donald, Hon bt# Mr. 4. 

Adjournment, motion for, 17, 282. 
Aximgunj city rail* ay *tation, 238, 
324 

Bn mat to Hularhat, steamer i onto 

from, 12 

Bill Extra* t Form, 234. 

Budget inrrettion, 50, 52, 53 
Cah utta Murshidabad railway service, 
239 

Dat* U’('ntf utta mail steamer*, 11 
Demand* tor grunt* 

7 - Stumpy 175 

7 A NoruJudn tal stair p*— Super mten- 
dence, 177, 17 m 

27 Port* and Pilotage, 316, 349 
•30 — S< lenlific Department*, 350, 351 
31, Education (Re*erv«*d), 351, 355. 

Devolution Rule*, working of rule 15 
of the in Bengal, 490 
Inland *teamcr aervice for paa«enget* y 
alleged inconvenience in, 240. 

Khulna and Madartpur, inland »team- 
vewscU plying from, 13. 

Legislative Department and Legnda* 
live Cornu il in Bengal, combined 
office of the, 9. 

Katkhira-Khulnn projected railway, 74, 
Stenographer* in the Bengal Secre- 
tariat, 10. 

Suhdiviftional headquarter*, prop oval to 
connect police-xtation* te|egrapl>* 
cally with, 241. 
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Donald, Hon’bla Mr. 4 .— concluded. 
Supplementary demands for grants — 

20. — Interest on Other Obligations, 530. 
43. — Famine Relief and Insurance, 531. 

Tangail, railway project to connect, 
72. 

Drummond, Mr. 4 . 0. 

Demand for grant — 

32, — Medical, 457. 

Dutt, Bobu Barit Kumar 

Demand for giant — 

25 A.— Jails, 263 

Dull, Mr. 0. B. 

Demands for grants -- 
6 A. — Excise — Superintendent — Allow- 

ances, 357, 358, 351*, 360, 361, 302. 

34 B. Agriculture, 512, 513, 514, 51V 

Editor* and prmtari of nowapapori 

Prosecution of, 9 

Education of girt*, 4ol 

Eloetion to tho Bongal Logialativa Court* 
oil, 34 

E loot ion* to tho Bongal Lagialat ivt Coun- 
cil and Logialativa Ata*mbiy, 23, 34. 

Faridpur diatriot 

State prisoners and other detenus of, 
18. 

Water-hyacinth in waterways m, 234. 

Pen) Co-opera t ivt Control Bank, 157 
Fcothpatha, obstruction of 

»f Calcutta 

Oaumadi Thant 

Local Board election from, 406 

Ohooo, Babu Amarondra Nath 

Demands for grants — 

5 C. -Surrey and Settlement. 166. 

24 F. — Civil and Sessions Courts— Re- 
muneration to Copyists. 247. 

26 t\— District Executive Force, 304. 

34 A.— Veterinary Charges, 496. 

. Tnngait, railway project lo connect. 
72 


Ghost Maulik, Babu Satyandra Chandra 

Demand for grant- 

33. — Public Health — Grants for Public 
Health purposes, 483. 

Qhumavi, Hon’ bis Hadji Mr. A; K. 
Abu Ahmad Khan 

Amta Drainage Scheme, 4, 237. 
Birbhum District Board, alleged elec- 
tion propaganda work on behalf of 
the chairman, 2. 

Burduan District Board, augmentation 
grant to, and unspent balance of, 17 # 
18 

Dacca (Manipur) Farm — 

Ayrshire bull for, 240. 

Elect ru generating plant at, 448 
Milch kiwh in, 236 

Demands for grants — 

9. Registration, 3*6. 

9 B — Registration —District Charges, 

391. 

34. —Agriculture, 48-5. 

34 A — Veterinary Charges, 497. 

34 B —Agriculture— Pa> of other GAiet- 
tod Officers, 499 

35. — Industries, 518 , 523. 

Fandpur. water-hyacinth in waterways 
in, 235, 236 

Koni Co-operative Central Bank, 157. 
Gaunmdi thatia. Local Board election 
from, 406 

Leather tanning demonstration party, 

1 v> 

Maldn, yield of silk thread from 
cotoon* in, 232. 

Mil Ida and Murshidabad, lac industry 

m, 3. 

Rampurhat and Birbhum Sadar Lodi 
Boards, reconstitution of, 3, 4. 

Royal Botanical Garden. Superinten- 
dent of, 21. 

Water-hvannth, 234. 

Girl* 

Education of, 401. 
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•apta, Hr. ittmtt Ctuntn 

Dacca, Mu Haifa' eour (a at, location of, 

* 74. 

Dace*, Traffic Police iu, 16. ^ 

Dihih l’niwrsity, Alley'll exodus of 
student* from the, 401. 

Demands for grant* 

0. Registration, 392. % 

15 Irrigation Other Revenue Ex-* 
ponditurc financed from Ordinary 
Revenue (Reserved) A Irrigation 
Works, 192, 193, 194 

15 Irrigation Other Revenue Expen- 
diture financed from Ordinary Re 
venue (Hewervod) II. Navigation , 
Embankment and Drainage Works, 
202 


22 A 

Stall 

and 

Household 

of the 

(*m i 

ernoi 

Rand 

Estahlishnu i 

lit, td 

22 A 

Siaff 

and 

Hous.hol i 

id the 

(m»V « 

[•» nor 

liosl x guard K*tubl 

ishlitem, 

04 





22 E 

Mu,o 

si* 1 s , 

lot 


31 A 

Edo. 

at mil 

(1 randoms 

||) Till 

versitv N 

ion-rec 

urring grants to th** 

Da. 

IM III 

tv»-n*it 

y , 13“ 



.'ill Puhln Health Grants for Publn 
Health purpose*, 172, 173. 

33 t Public Health Establishment 
Pav of Assistant Dins-tors of Pub 
In Health and other (insetted 
Officers, 462, 463 

3i \ f //> Industries (Transfer ret! I, 5l9 

Education of girl*. 401 

HaMbwtlali, Nswsb Khwafa 

Dacca l T mver»it>, alleged exodus, of 
students from the, 400. 

H4M9M, Khan BaMr Mmdwi Attari 

Avsistaut Dirts tor of Puhlie Itwtruc- 
tion for Muhanmadau Education, 
tour bv, 279. 

Bengal Civil Service, Minirtorial 
Officer* and, 29 

Bengal Secretariat, AmiiUut Secrr- 

ttriw in the, 73 * 


Hnqut, Klun ii N K ur MaiM ABwB 

roaWndrd. 

Demands for grant*- 

5 (V Survey and Settlement, 100. '■ 

22 A Staff and Household of 
(Governor Subwription to Indian 
News Agency Telegram*, 54 

22 E. M mutter*, {*4. 

26 A. Pretudeney Point*, 294, 

*31 A Education (Transferred) I'ni* 
verutv 0 runts to the Calcutta I ? «ai- 
versitv, 117. 

;43 Public Health Grant* lor Public 
Health purpose*, 17 4, 475 

*13 V. Public Health Katubludimont 
Pav nl AsMiKtaut |)irtH tnre of Pub- 
In Health and other (iaartted 
Olfiters, 460 

31 A. \ . te rmary Charge* Veterinary 
I nst i union, 493 

31 11 \gt culture Pay of other (f*act» 
led Oflio’is. 497. 

Distrot Inapoetor* of School*, devolu- 
tion of powem upon the- appoint 
ment of, 100. 

Nadia, grant for Muhammadan hontol 
m, 27 * 

Rall.igh.it. slit drjMinlts (Uotiud tho 
pillar* of the railway bridge near, 
322 

High Englttft tahonl 

Secretary to the Managing Cnmmitt** 
of an inch'd, 323 

Hmutsingka, Babti Prabhu Oayal 

Demand for grant 

26 A Prnaidenry Police, 291, 293, 299, 

Hindus and MuMntmadana 

Proportion of literate among, 2H0. 

Proportion of chaukidari and union 
rate paid by, 23. 

Hnng hl y tl i d rw h, 157 

Htqut, Ktxf E mit did 

Demand* for grant* 

6. Kxctwe Superintendence, 300. 

33 A . -Public. Health Kata bliah man t, 
464. 
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HMpw, KmH CmdMM — concluded. 

Dissolution of managing committees of 
aided high English schools, anv 
rule* for, 279. 

Education of girls, 401, 4f)2. 

Managing committee of an aided high 
English school, secretary to the, 1123 

Primary education, 21)8. 

Teachers’ Provident Fund, 156 

Hotain, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur 

Demand for grant 

5(1. Survey and Settlen ent, 159. 

Ilulurhat, Htcamor route from Buri«al 
to, 12. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul 

Hill Extract Form, 21)1) 

Demands tor grunts 

5. Land Revenue, 171). 

8 |l . I) Establishments, 1HG. 

26 E Special Police, 1)28 

leather tanning demonstration party, 

155. 

la'gislutue Department and Is-gisla 
live ('ouneil in Bengal, combined ofle e 
of, 9. 

Midnapore, ahandoinmmt of certain 
embankments in, 21)2 

Husain, Maulvi Syad Maqbut 

Demands for grants - 

15 I). Navigation, Embankment and 
Drainage Works, 196. 

Dll A. Public Health Kst a hi i -diluent - 
Pay ol Assistant Directors of Public 
Health and other (Jaaetted Officers, 
458, 462. 

Indian Msdioal Bars lot 

Posts reserved for the members of the, 

16 . 

Infant mortality 

Sr? Hangpur. 

Inland Btaamar Barvtsa far pit aa n gr* 

Alleged inconvenience in, 339. 

Jabuna B a h a m a, 154 . 


Jama*, Mr. F. E. 

Demand for grant — 

6 A. Superintendence, 372. 

t 

t 

Judicial and axaoutiva functions, 236, 237 
Kala-azar 

>h:r Rangpur 

Kasam, Maulvi Abut 

Adjournment, motion for, 47, 48, 49, 

116 , 128 , 111 ) 

Budget < omnium, 51) • 

Demands tor grunts 
5 A (’bulges ol Administration, 147 
9 B. Distrnt Charges, 389 
22 A Stall and Household of the 
(to\en:or Siihseript ion to fndmn 
News Agency Telegranis, 51 
22 A Stall and Household of the 
(•oveiimr Bodyguard Establishment, 
64 

21 F (‘ml ami Sessions Courts, 249. 
26 C Distrnt Executive Force, 1113 

Hooghl\ Madrasah, 157 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzant Ali 

Mnluaporc, abandonment of certain 
embankments in, 233. 

Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin 

Demands lor grants - 
21 F. ('nil and Sessions Courts- Re- 
muneration to Copyists, 2H 
26 A Piesidency Police, 286. 

26 (’. Distrii t Executive Forex* , 325 
26 K. -Special Polio**, 327. 

Nadia, grant for Muhammadan hostel 
in, 278. 

Water-hyacinth, 234. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur R ahm a n 

Indian Medical Service, pasta referred 
for members of the, 16. 

Royal Botanical Garden, Su|*erinten- 
dent of the, 20. 
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Khulna Agricultural and Industrial Ex- 
hihiticn 

Alleged contributions by gun licensees 
to meet the cost of, 85e % 

Khulna and Madaripur 

Inland steam-vessels flying from, 12. 

Lac industry in Malda and Murahidalpd, 

8 . 

Leather tanning demonstration party, 

155. 

Legislative Assembly 

Election* to Bengal Legislative Council 
and, 28, 84. 

Legislativa Department and Legislative 
Counoil 

Combined office of, in Bengal. i* 

Lepers in Calcutta, 822 

Liddell, Mr. H. C. 

Demand for grant - 
24 G. Court of Small Cnuva, 21*1 

Paper Book Deputtmeiit. auiitmg of 
accounts of, 4t>3, 464 

Literate among M indue and Muhammadans 

Proportion of, 2*0 

Local toard election from Oaurnadi 
Thine, 406 

Magistrate of Malda 

Bail granted to persons convicted by, 

a~> 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Demand for grant — 

81. —Education (Reserved), 853, 355 

Managing Committee of an avdad high 
English s c ho o l 

Secretary to the, 323 

lac industry in, and Murshidabad, 3. 
Yield of silk thread from cocoons in, 
282 


Mazumdar, Rai gahadur Jadunath 

Bengal legislative Council, election to, 
34. 

Demands for grants — 

15 — Construction of Irrigation, Navi- 
gation, Embankment and Drainage 
5Vork>, 20*. 212 
22 K - Ministers, 104 
26 C Distrut Executive Force, 310. 
312 

26 G. Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment SsM-ret Service monev, 38*1 
31 A Education (Transferred) Cm- 
versify —Grants to Calcutta Cniver- 
s»t \ , 437 

33 — Publu Health Grunt* for Public 
Health purposes, 476, 47* 

State prisoners and other detenus, 21 

McCluahie, Mr. E. T. 

Demand for grant - 
81 Education < Reserved), 3'«2 

Medical Rogistration 

Coil mil of. 41*2 

Mambara 

Attendance of, 1, 72, 116, 154, 102, 232, 
27**, 822, 364, !«>*«. 44*. 4*0. 582 

Mtdnaport 

Abindotitnent of certain ein bank men ts 
in, 232 

Mimotinai ofAotra and gongal Civil hr* 
vioo, 2<* 

Mittor, gir Prpvahi Chundor 

Adjournment, motion for, 125, 126, 12*. 
12 * 

Demand* for grants 

31 A.~ Education (Transferred) Cm- 
remity -Grants to Calcutta Cniver- 
ally, 3'*r7, m. -W, 425, 426. 

83 — Public Health -Grout# for Public 
Health purpose#, 46*, 464), 470, 471 
472, 475 
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Motoerly, Hon' bit Mr. A. N. 

Adjournment, motion for, 134, 142, *143. 

Bengal Civil Service, Ministerial 
Officers and^ 20. 

Bengal Civil Service Examinations, 
nomination of Muslim candidates to 
sit at, 73. 

Bengal Legislative Council, election to, 
9,-34. 

Bengal Secretariat, Assistant Secre- 
taries in, 73. 

Bhuluayu Zuminduri, alleged tension of 
feeling between landlords and ten- 
ants of, 406. 

Calcutta, prosecutions lor obstructions 
of footpaths by hawkers in, 323. 

Chaukidari and union rate, proportion 
of, paid by Hindus and Muham- 
madans, 23. 

( Imukidari tax and revenue in Contai, 
remission of, 11. 

Con niunal disturbances in Pnbna, com- 
pensation to sufferers during, 6, 7 

Council of Medicul Registration, 192 

Dacca, location of Munsifs' courts at. 
74 

Dacca, Traffic Police in, 16 

Demands for grants 

22. General Administration, 53. 

22. General Administration Military 
Secretary, 58 

22 A. Staff and Household of the 
Governor -Subscription to Indian 
News Agency Telegrams, .54 

22 A.- -Stuff and Household of the 
Governor — Private Secretary, 56. 

22 A. Staff and Household of the 
Governor -Military Secretary Tra- 
velling allowance, 56. 

22 A. —Staff and Household of the 
Governor Band Establishment, 61. 

22 A.— Staff and Household of the 
Governor — Bodyguard Establishment, 
64, 66, 68, 7(L 

22 D,— Executive Council, 80, 82, 83, 

86 , 86 . 

22 E. — Ministers, 103, 107. 


Mtbtrly, Hon’Wi Mr* A. N. — continued, 

% 

Demands for grant* — concluded. 

22 E.— Ministers (Transferred) — Salar- 

* ies of two Minister^, 109. 

24.™ Administration of Justice, 220. 

24. — High Court —Original Side — Re- 
gistrar, 222. 

• 24 A —High Court — Appellate Side- 
Registrar — Purchase of books and 
office expenses and miscellaneous, 223*. 

24 A —High Court— Appellate Side- 
Registrar, 224 , 226, 227, 229, 230. 

24 B. - Law Officers— Legal Remembran? 
cer— Fees to pleaders (other than 
Government servant*), 241 

24 C. — Pay of Administrator-General 
and Deputy Administrator-General, 
242 

24 K. —Civil and Sessions Courts— Re- 
muneration to Copyists, 247, 248. 

24 F. - Civil and Sessions Courts, 253, 
254 

24 G. Court of Small Causes, 255. 

26 A — Presidency Police- Pay of Ser- 
geants, 273. 

26 A Presidency Police — Calcutta 
Police, 275. 

26 A - Presidency Polic e, 28-5, 295, 298. 

26 B. Pohce— Superintendence, 302. 

26 C District Executive Force, 305, 
319, 321, 324. 

26 E— Special Police, 330. 

26 G Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment-Secret Service money, 340, 
341 

Detenus, 4, 5. 

Editor* and printers of newspapers,, 
prosecution of, 10 

Elections to Bengal Legislative Council 
and legislative Assembly, 23, 34. 

Faridpur district, State prisoners an<f 
other detenus of, 18. / 

Judicial and Executive functions, 337- 

Khulna Agricultural and Industrial 
Exhibitions, alleged contributions ny 
gun licensees to meet the cost of, 36. 
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«M tarty, Han’M* Mr. A. H^-rancMut 

0 

Malda, bait granted to porwons con- 
* victed by the Magistrate of, 35. 

Pabna riots, 14. * « 

Paper-Book Department of the High 
Court, officers employed in, 37 

Paper- Book Department, auditing oi 
accounts of, 403 

State prisoners and other detenus, $2 

MaHra, Srijut Jogandra Nath 

Communal disturbance* in Pabna, com- 
pensotion to sufferers during, 6, 7 

Demand for grant - 

* 26 G --Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment, 344. * 

Muhammadan Education 

Tour by Assistant litre* tor of Pubic 
Instruction for, 279 

Muhammadan hoatsl 

Grant for in Nadia, 27* 

Mukarfoa, trtfut Taraknath 

Demands for grants 

6 A Kx< ise Superintendence Allots, 
antes, 357, .TV* 

7 —Stamps, 177 

22 A -General administration Body- 
guard Establishment, 67. 

31 A. Kducation tTrunsferred) I'm- 
venuty Grants to Calcutta Cnirer- 
mty, 433 

83 A. — Public Health Establishment, 
463 

Elections to Bengal legislative Council 
and Legislative Assembly, 31. 

Ruthra-Konnagore Municipality, chem- 
ical works within, 2. 

Munattr aaurta at Oaoca 

Location of, 73. 

Lac industry in Malda and. 3 

Ste Calcutta-Murshidahad Railway Ser- 
vice. * 


Nadia 

Grant for Muhammadan boat*) in, 278. 

Namaaudra ga acdtng Naatal attaohid la 

PatuakhaH JuMtat Inatitutian, 449 

Ntndy, MthtrapKumar gria Chandra 

Atimgunj city railway station, 236. 

Ilhagirathi river, 239. 

Calc uttu-Murshidabad Railway Service, 

23 * 

Newspaper* 

Preset ution of editor* and printer* of r 

9. 

Ncakhali diatriat 

Putin taluks in, 404 

Oattn, Mr. E. P. 

l)« maud for grunt - 

31 A Mutation < Transfer! ed) I'm- 
\.T«nt\ Grant* to Calcutta I'imt r 
sit>, 409. 4)0, 412, 426, 427 

Oath or Affirmation, 1, 

Pabna 

Compensation to sufferer* during com- 
muiml disturbance* in, 6, 7 

Pabna riot*, 13 

Paper Bock Doper t men t 

Auditing of at fount* of, 4 (Kl. 

Officers employed in the, 36, 

Patni taluks in Noakhali district, 401 

Patuakhaii dubilss Inatitutian 

Namnsudra Boarding Hostel attached} 
to, 449. 

Psddar, Mr, Artanda Mahan 

Oiaukidari and union rate, proportion 
of, paid by Hindu* and Muham- 
madan*, 23. 

Literate among Hindu* and Muham- 
madan*, proportion of, 290 
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xir 

President (HonWs Raja Mamnatha 
Nath Ray Chaudfturi, of gantoah) 

Adjournment, motion for, 47, 48, 49, 
60, 116, 126, 127, 133, 131, 136, 137, 
139, 141, 142, 143, 146. 

Announcement regarding application 
for the allotment of an extra day for 
undisposed of resolutions, 59. 

Ruled that n member cun go into the 
merits of the excise policy while dis- 
cussing a particular question, 369 

Ruled that a Secretary to the Govern- 
ment when authorised by the 
Hon'ble Member can speak on his 
behalf, 203, 211. 

Ruled that each of the budget motions 
relating to one head should be taken 
up for discussion separately, 162. 

Ruled that members cannot refer to 
the circumstances relating to the 
transfer of Paper Book Department, 
which is a non-voted item, 223, 227 

Ruled that members should not refer 
to persons in the visitors’ gallery, 
319. 

Ruled that members speaking need not 
take any notice of the remarks made 
during their speeches by other mem- 
bers, 262. 

Ruled that questions which will not 
1m* put through the Hon’ble the Pre- 
sident to the member while he is in 
possession of the Hons*' need not he 
answered, 170. 

Ruled that when the Ml will cease 
ringing after an adjournment the 
members should quickly come back 
to the House, if possible, 220. 

Primary education, 238. 

Prerogation, 536. 

f Rahim, Sir Abd-ur 

Adjournment, motion for, 49, 50, 122, 
134. 141, 146. 

Demands for grants— 

S9C ‘aauapuajuuadnjj — asioxg — V 9 

32 A. — Staff and Household of the 
Governor — Bodyguard Establishment, 
63 


Rahim, Sir Abd-ur— concluded. 

Demands for grants — concluded. 

22 D. — Executive Council, 79. 

£2 E. — Ministers, 98. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamaur 

Demand for grant — 

8 B. — B. — Forest — Establishments, 186. 

Railway 

See Satkbtra-Khulna projected railway 

Railway project to conntot Tangail, 72. 

Raina and Jamatpur thanaa of lurdwan 

Agricultural calamity of lands within, 

5. 

Rampurhat 

Reconstitution of, and Birbhum Sadar 
Local Boards, 3 

Ranaghat 

.Stlt deposits around the pillars of the 
railwuy bridge near, 322 

Rangpur 

Kala-nzar and infant mortality in, 490. 
Outbreak of malaria, etc., in the, 18. 

Rauf, Maulvi Syad Abdur 

Arul “ Bil ” project, 402. 

Bridge near Chandpara oft Eastern 
Bengal Railway, Government contri- 
bution for construction of a, 157. 

Demand for grant — 

26 K.— Special Police, 3214 

Ray, Dr. Kuntud banker 

Council of Medical Registration, 492. 

Dacca (Manipur) Farm— 

Ayrshire bull for, 240. 

Electric generating plant at, 448. 

< Milch cow# in, 236. 
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Ray, Or. Kama* ta nkM—tonduM. 
Demands for grants— 

32 A. — Medical Establishment, 445. 
55.— Construction of Irrigation, Navi- 
gation, Embankment npd Drainage 
Works not charged to Revenue 
< Reserved), 219. 

*• 

Karidpur, water-hyacinth in water* «\w 
in, 2; vi, 235, 236. 

Khulna and Mndaripur. inland steam- 
vessels plying from, 13 

Way, Hon 'bit Maharaja Bahadur Kihau* 
rush Chandra, of Madia 

,Bhuluaya Estate, 2*1 
Demands ivr grams — 

5 — Land Revenue, 146, 173 
5 A Charges of Administration, 148 
5 B --Colonisation of SumterbiiriM, LM 
5 C Survey and Settlement, 162, 1<’»6, 
167, 171 

25 - Jail- and Convict Settlements, 2 r *7, 
2tW, 270, 271. 

Noakhnh di-trnt, patm taluks »n. I<*4, 
406 

Road- and Publu Works it*****, 491 


If 

•Roy, Or. i id htn Chan d ra 

Budget (‘ormiion, 51 . 

Demand* for grants— 

6 A —Excise — Superintendence, ,174. 

24 t . - Cml and S<*»*toni* Courts -Re- 
muneration to Copvists, HI**. 

31 A - Education (Tnunlmwl) I'm* 
versify Grants to Calcutta P nicer* 
sity, 411 

•V3 A - Public Health Establishment — 
Pay ot .Wi-unt Directors of Public 
H.alih ami other Gaacttod Officers, 
162 


Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

huridpur, u uter-hv acinth in water way* 
in, 236 

Tern hers' Pruudent Fund, 156 

Roy, Mr. Kiran tanker 

Dun uC.dc utta mail steamers, 11 

Elections to Bengal Lcgi-hitive Coumil 
and legislative Asset) b)\, 23 

Inland Steamer Service for passenger*, 
alleged iiKoitvcnirmc m, 239 


Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Demand lor grant- 
6 A. Excise - Superintendence, 30*, 

m 

Riohra-Kortnagoro Municipality 

Chemical works within, 2. 

Ratio and Public Worfci Cum , 191 

Ray, tabu Mananatha Nath 

Amta Drainage Scheme, 4 

Demand for grant — 

31 A. — Education (Transferred)— Vm- 
veraity — Grant to Calcutta Univer- 
sity, 395, 39«, 399. 

Detenus, 4 

Paper Book Department— 

" Auditing of account# of, 402. 

Officer* employed in the, 33. 


Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur BatyoiMlre 

Nath 

Ihirtsal to jfulurhat, steamer route 
from, 12 

Pa tUiik hah Jubilee Institution, Ndrnn- 
sudra Boarding Hostel attached to, 
4 49 

Royal Botanical Gordon 

Superintendent of, 20 

Rural wator-ouppty 

Grant* for, 491 

Bac h — , Mr. F. A. 

Demand for grant — 

8 B.— B.—Fomt— Establishment# (coat 
of training of probationer* in Eng- 
land), 1*1 
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*ri* 
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frfinii MtuHri mrnwmi 

^ Adjournment, motion for, 121, 132, 133, 

Bengal Civil Service Examinations, 
nomination of Muslim candidates to 
sit at, 73. 

Bhuluaya Estate, 280. 

Bhuluaya Zamindari, alleged tension of 
feeling between landlords and ten- 
ants of, 406. 

Demands for grants , 

24. —High Court Original Bide— Re- 
gistrar, 220, 222. 

24 0. -Court of Small Causes, 255 . 

26 A. — Presidency Police — Calcutta 

Policy 274. 

31 A. —Education (Transferred) —t T ni- 
versit.v — Grants to Calcutta Cniver- 
sity, 422. 

32 B —Hospitals and Dispensaries— Pre- 
sidency Hospitals and Dispensaries, 
449. 

33. -Public Health— Grants for Public 
Health purposes, 482, 483. 

Feni Co-operative Central Bank, 157 

Noaklmli district, plain taluks in, 404, 

400. 

Stenographers in the Bengal Kecrc- 
tariat, it). 

Sanyat, Babu Bachtndra Narayan 

Adjournment, notion for, 13b 

Sarfctr, Babu Naiintranjan 

Budget correction, 52 

Demands for grants — 

6. --Land Revenue, 172. 

22 D.™ Executive Council. 84 

24 K. —Civil and Sessions Courts— Re- 
muneration to Copyists, 244. 

26 C. — District Executive Force, J106. 

32 A.— Medical Establishment, 442. 

32 B. — Hospitals and Dispensaries, 450. 

33 — Public Health — Grants for Public 
Health purposes, 465 

34 B.— Agriculture, 500. 

55.— Construction of Irrigation, Navi- 
gation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works not charged to Revenue 
(Reserved), 214 

•atkltira-KhtilfW p r f a a KB railway, 74 


•attar, Kban BaNb JBautyi AhJtaa 

Demands tor grants— 

5 B. — Colonisation of Sunderbans, 151 

8 B.—B.— Forest — Establishments, 182 

9 B.— Registration— District Charges 
390. 

15.— Irrigation, 203, 204. 

22.— General Administration — Militsn 
Secretary, 58. 

*24 A. - High Court— Appellate Side 
Registrar — Purchase of hooks aiu 
office expenses and miscellaneous, 22<> 
224. 

24 B.— Law Officers— Legal Remembran 
cer - Kpcs to pleaders (other thai 
Government servants), 231 * 

33 A. — Publu Health Kstabl.fdiment, 
Pay of Assistant Directors of Publi. 
Health and other Gazetted Officer' 
462. 

Secretariat— 

Stenographers in Bengal, 10 

San, Babu Nogandra Nath 

Demands for grants - 
5 C. — Survey and Settlement, 161 
170 

7 A.— Non-Judicial stumps— Supennten 
dence (Reserved), 176 

8 B B. -Forest -Establishments, 184 

15 B -- Nuv igation, Kmbaukment an< 
Drainage Works, 198. 

16 -Construction of Irrigation, Navi 
gat ion, Embankment and Dramag 
Works, 208. 

24 F. — Civil and Sessions Courts — Re 
numeration to Copyists, 246 
26 C —District Executive Force, 315. 
27. — Ports and Pilotage, 349. 

Faridpur, water-hyacinth in waterway 
in, 235. 

Gaurnadi Thana, Local Board electioi 
from, 406. 

Khulna Agricultural and Industrie 
Exhibition, alleged contribution* b 
gun licensees to meet the cost of, IK 
Satkhira-Khulna projected railway, 74 
Subdivisional headquarters, proposa 
to connect police-stations telegraphic 
ally with, 241. 4 

Tols and grants thereto, 281. 
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9m 9m*, Mr. 4. M. 

. Adjournment^ motion for* 48, 80, 

•Hh IhnN 

Malda, yield of eilfc thread from 
cocoon# in 

•m dapoaita around «the pillars of the 
railway bridge near Ranagjhat, 322. 

Sinha, Ra|a Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan* 
af Naahipur 

Aximgan; cut) raiJ#»y station, .*124 

'Demand* for grunt* — 

32 H — Hospital* and Dispensaries, 4-Vi 
* .'til - Public Health — Grant* for Puhln 
Health purpose*. 4SI 
HI II - Agriculture, ,VP* 

Magistrate of Malda, had graTtl«*d to 
|M*r#on* convn ted la , HT>. 

Hoad' and Public Work* c<***e*. 41*1 

Stilt prtwntn and other dttenus, 21 

State prisoners and other (tetanus of 
Fartdpur district, |*» 

Stenographers In Bengal Secretariat, in 
Subdivisions! headquarters 

Proposal to ( OUftis t polo t*-#tntiou* 
telegraphically with, 241 

Stdirewardy, Mr. H. S. 

Adjournment, motion for, 134, 137, 141 

Superintendent, Royal Botanical Barden, 

20 . 


♦ 



30. -Interest on Other Obligations, $30, 
43 Famine Relief and Ifteoranee, $31 


TaniSil 

Railway project to connect, 72. 

Teachers' Provident Fund, LV3 
Tots end grants thereto, 2*1 
Tralbc Polios in Daoea, 10 

Travars, Mr. W. I, 

Adjournment, motion lor, 110. ) HI 
Demand* for grant* 

22 D Kveiutive Council, 80 
HI II Agrh ulturc, A04 

Upper Kumar river, 1V» 

Water-hyacinth, 231 

Woodhtad, Mr. 4. A. 

Demand* lor grant* 

0 A S<h«*dulcd lane/, 1W0 
HO A —'Public Health Kutuhluhment ■— 
Pay of A««i»tnnt Director* ol Public 
Health and other (insetted OfAcm, 
102 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

Demand* for grunt# — 

22 K MinmU-r*. lol 
31 A — Education (Transferred)— -I'm* 
rrrsity— Grants to Calcutta Utiirer- 
nty, 412 


B. O. Pnam-.7.7.m7— $0$M-1.2OO-R, D. A other*. 









